California State Archives 
State Government Oral History Program 


Oral History Interview 
with 

MIKE ROOS 

California State Assemblyman 1977 1990 

December 12 17 2003 

January 12 27 February 3 19 27 March 12 18 25 April 15 2004 

Los Angeles California 


By Susan Douglass Yates 
Oral History Program 
University of California Los Angeles 



RESTRICTIONS ON THIS INTERVIEW 


None 


LITERARY RIGHTS AND QUOTATION 


This manuscript is hereby made available for research purposes only No part of 
the manuscript may be quoted for publication without the written permission of the 
California State Archivist or the Head Department of Special Collections Charles E 
Young Research Library UCLA 


Requests for permission to quote for publication should be addressed to 


California State Archives 
1020 O Street Room 130 
Sacramento CA 94814 


or 


Department of Special Collections 
Charles E Young Research Library 
PO Box 951575 
UCLA 

Los Angeles CA 90095 1575 


The request should include identification of the specific passages and 
identification of the user 


It is recommended that this oral history be cited as follows 


MikeRoos Oral History Interview Conducted 2004 by Susan Douglass Yates 
UCLA Oral History Program for the California State Archives State Government Oral 
History Program 



Secretary of State 

KEVIN SHELLEY 

State of California 


PREFACE 


On September 25 1985 Governor George Deukmejian signed into law A B 2104 
(Chapter 965 of the Statutes of 1985) This legislation established under the 
administration of the California State Archives a State Government Oral History 
Program to provide through the use of oral history a continuing documentation of 
state policy development as reflected in California s legislative and executive history 

The following interview is one of a series of oral histones undertaken for inclusion in 
the state program These interviews offer insights into the actual workings of both the 
legislative and executive processes and policy mechanisms They also offer an 
increased understanding of the men and women who create legislation and implement 
state policy Further they provide an overview of issue development m California 
state government and of how both the legislative and executive branches of 
government deal with issues and problems facing the state 

Interviewees are chosen primarily on the basis of their contributions to and influence 
on the policy process of the state of California They include members of the 
legislative and executive branches of the state government as well as legislative staff 
advocates members of the media and other people who played significant roles m 
specific issue areas of major and continuing importance to California 

By authorizing the California State Archives to work cooperatively with oral history 
units at California colleges and universities to conduct interviews this program is 
structured to take advantage of the resources and expertise m oral history available 
through California s several institutionally based programs 
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preservation and documentation of its governmental history It supplements the often 
fragmentary historical written record by adding an organized primary source 
enriching the historical information available on given topics and allowing for more 
thorough historical analysis As such the program through the preservation and 
publication of interviews such as the one which follows will be of lasting value to 
current and future generations of scholars citizens and leaders 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY 


Michael Roos was bom in Memphis Tennessee on August 6 1945 He attended 
Christian Brothers High School in Memphis and earned a bachelor of arts degree from 
Tulane University m New Orleans in 1967 After college he was awarded a National 
Institute of Child Health Fellowship at the University of Southern California (USC) 

In 1970 he graduated from USC with a master s degree in public administration and 
commenced his career in public affairs 

Prior to running for elective office Mr Roos worked for a variety of politicians 
and agencies including the State Finance Committee and Los Angeles City 
Councilmember Marvin Braude He also was Executive Director of the Coro 
Foundation which provides training in leadership and public affairs In 1977 he 
began his fourteen year tenure as a member of the California State Assembly 
representing the 46 t! ' Assembly District in Los Angeles In 1980 he was appointed 
Majority Floor Leader a position which Mr Roos held until he was elected Speaker 
Pro Tempore by the State Assembly in 1986 As a legislator Mr Roos served on 
many committees and authored and ushered through hundreds of bills including a 
variety of high profile pieces of legislation such as the Mello Roos Community 
Facilities Act of 1982 laws protecting the confidentiality of HIV and AIDS patients 
and creating the Alternative Test Sites Program and the Roberti Roos Weapons 
Control Act of 1989 which banned assault weapons m California 

During his time in the legislature Mr Roos also served as Jimmy Carter s 
California Campaign Coordinator (1979 80) and the California Co chair for U S 
Senator Paul Simon s presidential campaign 

After retiring from the State Assembly in 1991 Mr Roos continued to play an 
active role in Los Angeles community affairs He has served on a number of boards 
and commissions Among the positions he has held are President and CEO of Los 
Angeles Education Alliance for Restructuring Now (LEARN) an organization which 
works for education reform within the Los Angeles Unified School District President 
of the Los Angeles Children s Museum and President of the Los Angeles Recreation 
and Parks Commission Mr Roos has also continued to work on legislation including 
Proposition 10 State and County Early Childhood Development Programs (1998) He 
has also founded his own consulting firm Mike Roos & Company 

Mike Roos is the father of four daughters 
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[Session 1 December 12 2003] 

[Begin Tape 1 Side A] 

YATES Great Let s get started We ve been talking of course beforehand Thanks 
again for taking the time to meet because I know you have a busy schedule 
We usually cover early life history and start with the very beginning which is 
where and when were you bom 9 
ROOS On a very historic day August 6 1945 
YATES That is a historic day 

ROOS Hiroshima Both of my parents m fact my father was m the European theater 
at the time I was bom did not see me until six months later My mother was an 
army nurse a lieutenant m the United States Army They had gotten married 
just as he was being shipped away 
YATES I m sorry did you say what his rank was 9 

ROOS Yes He was a corporal And of course it was tough for an enlisted man to 
date an officer but it worked out and I was bom on August 6 1945 and in 
fact had an uncle Bill with a keen sense of humor who suggested that they 
name me Adam 

YATES But they decided not to I take it [Laughter] 
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ROOS Thankfully exactly 

YATES Since your name is Michael 

ROOS That s right 

YATES I understand you were bom in Memphis right 1 ? 

ROOS Yes 

YATES So tell me a little bit more before talking about your growing up years about 
how your parents met then 

ROOS Well it was very very fortuitous I guess and serendipitous My father was 

from New Bedford or Fairhaven Massachusetts and frankly you know had a 
high school degree a high school diploma and went immediately to work I 
think as a shoe salesman in Boston I think his life was probably not what he 
had hoped it to be probably felt like he had more to offer but clearly a strong 
work ethic and that s what people did And then the war broke out He 
enlisted 

YATES What year was he bom 7 

ROOS He was bom in 1911 He enlisted was sent to the Pacific Guadalcanal I think 
he had a slight injury a little shrapnel caught a little shrapnel but also had 
dysentery and so they shipped him to the hospital as their policy implied to 
the hospital closest to his hometown Memphis Tennessee That s a joke I 
mean it was just 

YATES Right That s not exactly close 

ROOS It wasn t close It was unbelievable And of course he had never been in the 
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South m his life and awakened at Kennedy Hospital in Memphis recovering 
And again my mother wound up being his nurse And as my mother likes to 
say you know everybody everybody made a pass at her I mean these were 
men who knew that there was probably more war left for them to see and who 
knew 9 

And anyway for whatever reason but I am thankful about it they fell in 
love and before he was discharged or at the point of discharge married and off 
to Europe he went 
YATES Now he was older then 
ROOS He was older then 

YATES Yes because when you said 1911 of course I think of typically you know 
people bom in the early twenties 

ROOS That s right He was He was old to be m that cadre of people that you usually 
send because they re young they re stupid and they re willing to give their 
lives then you know 

YATES I want to continue with that but tell me a little bit about your mom your 
mother and her family And for the record what s your dad s name your 
father s name 9 
ROOS Walter Louis Roos 
YATES And your mother 9 
ROOS Malissa Williamson Roos 

YATES So what about her background 9 Where was she from 9 
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ROOS 


YATES 

ROOS 

YATES 

ROOS 

YATES 


She was from that area In fact she passed away a year ago and the words that 
I said were basically you know here is a woman who had a life that she never 
dreamed possible Bom m southern style poverty orphaned by eleven 
parceled out to various family members that would take her went to nursing 
school and by twenty was an officer in the United States Army and met my 
father and again had a life that they never dreamed possible 

The background as it was always told to me is that we were descendants 
her side of the family were descendants of John Shelby who was a legendary 
politician one of the early settlers and that her father actually had inherited 
maybe modest but nevertheless inherited wealth in the form of land etc and 
apparently was an alcoholic and basically squandered it away And so again 
she never knew anything other than a fairly hard life particularly when you 
think about both parents gone before your adolescence 
Did she have siblings? 

Many I think she had seven brothers and sisters and then another five to six of 
half sisters and brothers 

So when you say she was sent off to various relatives were these siblings or 
aunts and uncles? 

They would be aunts and uncles siblings of her mother who apparently was a 
very very strong woman but died of a brain hemorrhage I guess when my 
mother was just turning twelve or when she was eleven 
Yes that s difficult 
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ROOS Very difficult And so anyway I think the primary caregiver was her mother s 
sister who we knew as Aunt Too [Lucille Meers] 

YATES Aunt Too? 

ROOS Yes There was Lotalee [Francis Adair] and Aunt Too and Uncle Bill [E W G 
Meers and her sisters were Sug [Theresa Bledsoe] and Sis [Laura Williamson] 
so you know [Laughter] 

YATES So they complicated it 

ROOS Exactly Exactly 

YATES Do you know how your father s family ended up in Well first you said 
New Bedford but then did he actually grow up m Fairhaven? 

ROOS Yes Yes it was really Fairhaven New Bedford s right across from there but 
he graduated from Fairhaven High School 

YATES Do you know how they ended up there? 

ROOS Yes a little bit Both of his parents were from Germany and immigrated I 

would imagine either in advance of World War I In fact of course in advance 
of World War I And like most immigrants just looking for a better way of 
life Very very German 

YATES I was wondering So Roos is a German name 

ROOS Yes And who knows? 

YATES If it was changed 

ROOS I mean exactly Who knows Because my grandfather was Louis A Roos but 
his real name was Ludwig and they changed it at Ellis Island and so 
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YATES 

ROOS 

YATES 


ROOS 


YATES 

ROOS 

YATES 

ROOS 

YATES 

ROOS 

YATES 

ROOS 


Yes who knows about the last name 

Yes exactly My grandfather was a conductor for the New Haven Railroad and 
worked for them for over fifty years and that was his life 
Back to your mother for a second Do you know how she ended up choosing 
nursing 9 Obviously there were only so many choices at that time typically 
for woman They went to secretarial school or nursing was an option But do 
you know how she ended up choosing that in particular 9 
I think probably just word of mouth I think she had an older sister who 
probably said this being a secretary isn t the greatest thing in the world and in 
this way you would have some measure of independence and control over your 
schedule and your time and your life 

So when did she actually become a nurse with the army then 9 Do you know 
what year 9 

I think she was commissioned I think it was probably 41 or 42 That 
sounds right Let s see Seventeen Yes 

And I m sorry what year did your parents meet then 9 You said your father 

was injured 

They met in 44 

They got married 

Right In November of 44 

And then he was shipped off 

Right and I was bom in August of 45 
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YATES So where did he go 9 You said he was shipped off to the European theater is 
that correct 9 

ROOS Right mopping up after [General George S ] Patton [Jr ] his run through 
Europe 

YATES And you were bom and he didn t see you for six months 
ROOS Right 

YATES And came back So how long did he stay in the army 9 When did he leave 9 

ROOS When the war was over 

YATES Some people stayed on for a little while 

ROOS You know that wouldn t be right It wasn t six months before he saw me He 
of course learned late that my mother was pregnant And then it was some 
measure of period of time after I was bom but it wouldn t be six 
YATES But not that long 
ROOS Exactly Exactly 
YATES So after the war ends what happens 9 
ROOS Probably more like six weeks come to think of it 
YATES OK Well that s better [Laughter] 

ROOS Yes 

YATES So after the war ends what happens in terms of where your family is living 9 
ROOS Well again as I alluded and this kind of reinforced my father had nothing 
going back in his home area and my mother s uncle Aunt Too s husband 
[E W G Meers] who she had lived You know she had lived with that 
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family He was m the construction business and apparently made a good way 
for himself had a good life solid middle class maybe since most things were 
squeezed down anyway there wasn t You had to be m abject poverty 
before anybody really noticed And there were clearly some real rich people in 
Memphis in the cotton business etc but you know wealth was not as 
ostentatious I think as it is today People weren t trying to make a statement 
And so I think that clearly my mother said I want to stay in Memphis I 
think my father being a Yankee felt very comfortable or was intrigued by the 
gentility and the courtesies the manner the manners of southerners and 
thought What the heck 

Secondly with my uncle s thriving construction business I think he liked 
my father saw he was a solid guy and I think there was probably a notion of 
help a veteran anyway who fought so valiantly for our victory over Germany 
and Japan Anyway he went to work for my uncle to learn how to be a 
contractor 

YATES And did your mother continue doing nursing 9 

ROOS A little bit but not too long I still remember we lived in a garage apartment 
an apartment over a garage behind a bigger house close to the Memphis Zoo 
and lived there for the first six years And I think my mother must have 
continued to work for at least another couple of years 

YATES Now do you have siblings 9 

ROOS I do I have two sisters One [Christine Rucker] was bom six years after me in 
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1951 and the other [Melissa Walker] was bom twelve years after in 1958 
YATES So you re spread out 
ROOS Veiy 

YATES But you re the oldest 
ROOS I am 

YATES So talk some about what family life was like 

ROOS It was great I was telling a significant friend the other day I mean it was as 
close to Leave it to Beaver as you could be It was a time where safety child 
safety was never an issue I mean you had these neighborhoods filled with 
kids They were brand new Well I m really talking now post six but even in 
my first six years just great memories of I must have lived m a bedroom 
that was My bedroom was probably about three by five 
YATES This is their apartment you said over the gaiage 7 

ROOS Exactly I was happy as a clam I mean what could be better 7 Ijusthadthe 
best parents and just a wonderful sense of you know life is great I mean 
there wasn t anything that I felt that I needed that I didn t have 
YATES Now where did your parents or your family move to from that location 7 
ROOS This is now 1950 51 and the boom is on building suburbia For Memphis it 
was never suburbia it was really just new neighborhoods but moving moving 
more and more easterly and so this one of the first subdivisions I think they 
paid all of about $8 000 for their house maybe six who knows 7 I mean it was 
whatever it was but big piece of land and neighborhood filled with other kids 
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YATES 

ROOS 


YATES 

ROOS 

YATES 

ROOS 

YATES 

ROOS 

YATES 

ROOS 

YATES 


So now where did you go to elementary school 9 

I went to St Michael s, which was an interesting story from the standpoint of 
at the time my parents were both Episcopalian and all of my friends in the 
neighborhood were Catholic So school was about to begin and I was of 
course going to go to the public school I mean who knew the difference 
between public school or parochial school 9 But all my friends were going to 
St Michael s and I said to my mother I said You know I really I want 
to go there And so she checked into it and they were very happy to have me 
and that s where I went and of course became a convert 
So that changed your beliefs 9 

Well not until when I married but they had me hook line and sinker I was a 
non Catholic but I was an altar boy I was an officer m the Knights of 
Columbus I mean you know 
Yes You went the route 

I did it all I took the religious courses I was a very devout Catholic 
How religious was your family in general 9 
Went to church every Sunday without fail 
So you went to the Episcopal church 9 

I went to the Episcopal church but I went to Mass eveiy day at St Michael s 
so Saturday was the only time in my early years that I didn t go to Mass 
What about your siblings 9 I realize that there s a gap there Did they go to 


Catholic school also 9 
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ROOS 


YATES 


ROOS 


YATES 


They did not They went to public school didn t seemingly care and of 
course they were both practicing Episcopals as I was And again at that time 
there was a much sharper distinction between the Episcopal church and the 
Catholic church Now there s virtually no difference in the ritual of Mass 
So in terms of how as a family you spent time together how would you 
describe that when there was the little free time that was there? I m sure if 
your dad was busy with construction 

It was just a very typical traditional household My mother was always there 
My mother always seemed to have an apron on or a vacuum cleaner in her 
hand but loving and supportive and cheery and always encouraging me you 
know because I had her alone for the first six years to do whatever I wanted to 
do And I was tough to handle m a way I had a lot of energy a lot of energy 
and inquisitive and would get in trouble but it was the kind of trouble that 
usually made them laugh 

My dad was the disciplinarian We always had dinner together We 
always sat down for dinner And m his way the same quiet but you could see 
in his eyes his love for me And whenever whenever there was that one time I 
couldn t go to my mother or wouldn t go to my mother if she shut me out he 
was always there It was really just a wonderful dynamic of they both had veiy 
complete and different identities but there was just a great feeling of support 
always 

As you got older and I assume more aware of the family conversations and 
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ROOS 


YATES 

ROOS 

YATES 

ROOS 


everything how did politics play a role if at all 9 

Well that s interesting That s probably the most provocative question that I 
would never be able to answer because I have no idea All I do know is that at 
a very very very early age I was keenly aware of racism For whatever 
reason it just hit me over the head and it stunned me And a lot maybe had to 
do with the fact that Willie Morris a Mississippian who later became part of 
the intelligence of our country and the New York Tunes and all of that stuff 
wrote in a way that I always related to about the South And he always 
summed it up by saying you know it s that curious apposition of gentleness 
and violence And because it is I mean I I like to say I love California 
because if I were still back in Memphis as a fifty eight year old man I d still 
be calling fifty nine year old men sir There s just this real stratification and 
formality but again underscored by gentleness and civility But it can be an 
awfully violent place 

So the curious thing to me that was everybody everybody everybody had 
an African American working in their house every day and they loved them 
like family treated them like family during that time 
Did your family have somebody 9 

Absolutely and I mean just a woman who I loved almost as dearly as I loved 

my mother 

What was her name 9 

Well you know what it s funny that you asked that because I have been 
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torturing myself I think it was Kate but I m not sure and I ve been torturing 
myself because again there was a time in my life where there would almost be 
a dilemma and I can t tell you that the love for my mother was deep but if the 
car is coming in the crosswalk and it s Kate my mother and me and I m in the 
position to save one of them it would ultimately be 
YATES It would be Kate is what you re saying 9 

ROOS No it would ultimately be my mother but I 11 tell you there would be a 
hesitation 

YATES That s what you were saying It would be so close—because for the tape 
recorder we can t see your hand movements 
ROOS Right exactly yes because 
YATES It was that close 

ROOS Yes just the way this woman her When I saw [The Autobiography of 

Miss] Jane Pittman I absolutely welled with tears because of the dignity and 
the way that she carried herself Cecily Tyson reminded me so much of her 
YATES When did Kate join your family start working with your family 9 
ROOS Before I could remember 

YATES So you grew up [She] was just part of the household 

ROOS Right right you know ironing and housecleaning and helping my mother But 
she had a personality and we talked and we did stuff 

Anyway so what I noticed clearly early on was again we lived close to 
the zoo and I remember I remember It s funny what you remember And 
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I remember that sign What does this mean Colored Only On Thursday 7 
Big sign got a picture somewhere of me standing with the sign You can see 
the sign m this picture I m in Colored Only Thursday And almost in a 
perverse way it s like well I want to come on Thursday I want to see what 
it s like on Thursday This sounds great 

And so my mother I don t even remember what she really said but 
trying to say Well this is a condition That was the influence of my parents 
was an enormous sense of fairness and never slipping into the language of 
racists and always saying like This am t right but this is the way it is 

And the two drinking fountains the four bathrooms I mean these things 
were just for whatever reason they hit me at a very early age And I don t 
know what the process was whether I said Well this is weird or I want to 
taste the water in the other you know Why do we have this 7 This is 
complicated This doesn t make a lot of sense 
YATES So did you You just mentioned about going to the zoo and I assume asking 
your mother about the sign and everything 
ROOS Right 

YATES Were there other points when you really remember talking to either of your 
parents about this 7 
ROOS All the time 
YATES And so it was a constant thing 7 

ROOS All the time It was constant I remember one of the seminal moments in my 
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ROOS 


life I had a friend and he was a year younger than me He could be dead now 
I know he went to prison I mean just fell Just unbelievable Same 
neighborhood And I remember that he used to say Well that s a nigger 
And my parents had always been really careful You know They re Negroes 
Negroes Don t ever use that word 

So anyway I must have been all of six seven years old maybe seven 
maybe eight no more than eight and so I got into a fight with this guy—a 
verbal thing I said You know Elliott you cannot I mean you don t do 
that A black man s standing about twenty feet away And so m my naivete 
it was like I m going to prove my point to you Elliott I m going to go ask 
him Walked up to him and I said Excuse me sir I said but we re having 
an argument Do you wish to be called a Negro or a nigger 9 

He looked at me and you could see hurt anger and I 11 never forget it and 
he said Get out of here you peckerwood It was a moment in terms of 
looking him in the eye and seeing that rage come back And I knew how stupid 
it was that some 
You had your answer 
Exactly Had my answer 

But anyway so this was a constant constant part of my life because I was 
taking on every fight on the basis of again this And it got worse As I got 
older it got worse meaning that everybody was nigger this nigger that and 
then [when] you started getting to high school you d hear Let s go have some 
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fim What do you mean 1 ? Well let s go you know nigger whacking or 
something like that I think it was explained to me but get in a fight with them 
Why 9 What are you thinking about 9 

I m curious in terms of where you were going to school how much discussion 
there was at all in school about race issues 

None Absolutely none It was an absolute acceptance of a system 

It was like it didn t exist almost or 

Well no because you never encountered black people 

At your school right 9 

At your school and your environment The only time again was at home and 
I guess the rationalization was Well this person s different you know and 
of course that would vary by family and attitude but everybody was respectful 
But at the end of the day they were an employee and they were less than what 
you were I m not so sure that anybody was really invited up to the table to sit 
down and have dinner but certainly leftovers or part of the dinner might be put 
in a container for them to take home 

And as I said it was something that dominated my existence in terms of 
the only thought I gave to any kind of social issue without knowing it was an 
issue It was just always an issue with me 

Did you have any interaction with kids who were black at all at your age 9 
No None 

I mean obviously not in school and I assume your neighborhood was white 
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Of course 

In terms of any political discussions did that happen at all 9 
Not really 

You re talking about the race issue but 

I would listen to my parents without appearing to listen to I remember the 
[John F ]Kennedy [Richard M ] Nixon race I remember vividly their 
admiration for [Dwight D ] Eisenhower So you would hear that as background 
noise about how they felt about various players [C Estes] Kefauver 
Frank [G ] Clement was the governor And that was something that 
happened My dad was a member of the Association of General Contractors 
and they had a big thing and the governor was there I remember my father 
taking me to this dinner and I was one of the few kids there He introduced me 
to the governor and I remember the way my father did it And so I stuck out 
my hand and I looked and I said Nice to meet you 

And he looked at my father and he said This kid ought to be in politics 
He looks you right m the eye when he shakes your hand You know 
something like that but I remembered 
I m sorry how old were you when you 

Maybe ten Maybe nine It was a nice thing for my dad to do My dad was 
interested for whatever reason But those were so I was a very social boy 
but you know much more interested in playing baseball and running with the 
kids running m the neighborhood going to school doing well m school but 
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not being a scholar My life just went by kind of wonderfully well 
So you attended I assume that St Michael s was a K through eight 
K through eight Right 

You went to Christian Brothers High School is that right? 

Right 

When you were at the high school age a little bit older what were your 
academic interests at that point if you had any? 

Had none It was really I think back with wonderment about how good I 
was as a student and really not interested in much other than just I was a 
very immature I was an immature boy from the standpoint of wanting to 
try everything You know like I was m theater I was on the baseball team 
anything any Future Doctors Club which was more of a tribute to my mother s 
influence You ought to be a doctor You ought to be a doctor 

And grinding out the homework minimum amount of attention learning 
but not and it just amazes me how uninterested I was m the classroom other 
than doing something that would make kids laugh getting in trouble The 
Brothers were extremely highly disciplinarian highly corporal and I was 
talkative almost ADD [attention deficit disorder] probably and a book would 
come sailing right at my body thrown by the teacher And so it was 
Other than that kind of impact on you were there any teachers that kind of 
struck you at all in terms of having any influence on you? 

Yes they all struck me I mean in different ways I had a philosophy course 
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under Actually we would look at Kierkegaard and some of the existential 
I mean Martin Buber And that stuff was kind of like it was interesting not 
compelling to being of interest outside the assignment and the homework The 


principal also taught algebra I was very good m algebra and it s because I 
liked him so much and I found him to be a very very interesting man Brother 
Steven O Malley I mean just a rich rich rich Irish background guy kind of 
stem but as you really got to know him he would kind of open up more and 
was absolutely compelling in terms of the kind of life that awaited someone 
who worked hard 

YATES What year did you graduate from high school 9 

ROOS Sixty three 

YATES And it sounds like you were interested in a lot of different things and at the 
same time happy to socialize 

ROOS Yes 

YATES What were your plans 9 

ROOS I was not in control of my life life was in control of me Wake up It was like 
a complacency which reflected how good things were I knew a couple of 
things I knew I did not want to be like most of the people I was with 

Now a lot of that went to again ideology but more than that it seemed 
like as much as I was a prisoner of a complacency they were really prisoners 
because most of them had dads who had small businesses and it was just a 
foregone conclusion I m going to graduate from high school I m going to go 



20 


YATES 

ROOS 


YATES 

ROOS 


YATES 


to Memphis State [University] and then I m going to go into business with my 
father 

Well here I am sitting My father has a business That business is doing 
better and better and better And I knew one thing I never wanted to be m 
business with my dad I loved my dad and I thought my dad was an extremely 
smart guy you know smart guy from the standpoint of he did his work well 
But I also knew that I would have ideas and I knew what would happen to 
those ideas which would be Things are going fine Why would we You 
know 

Don t change it 

Right And he would do it in a nice way and all that but there was something 
withm me that god I didn t want to see my life all the way to the end I 
wanted there to be some risk and some surprises and that s about as far as I 
got 

So now I m applying to colleges 
So it was assumed you would go to college I take it 
It was assumed I would go to college yet even though there was a nice 
advisory mechanism within the school Remember I had two parents who only 
had one mantra You re going to college Well I want to go There was no 
resistance there But nobody had any kind of familiarity with the process 
meaning 

How do you apply 9 
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ROOS Yes 

YATES Choosing schools 

ROOS Yes How about you ve got to do well on these SATs So I apply to Vanderbilt 
[University] I may have applied to Harvard [University] I applied to 
Washington and Lee [University] And I applied to Tulane [University] And 
the whole reason was tins was an amalgam of just names that I had heard OK 9 
Tulane my parents had enough money that they began to take trips by 
themselves you know like for four days or something and they would rave 
about New Orleans loved New Orleans Oh and they have this beautiful 
school there That s why I applied to Tulane 

Well as it happened Tulane was the only school I got into I just knew I 
was going to Vanderbilt because my doctor or my mother s doctor was a 
graduate and I got him to write a letter of recommendation Well what else do 
you need 9 Well I had average scores in math and below average scores in the 
English section of the SAT 1 tested terribly on the SAT but I had enough 
going that Tulane let me in 

And even though people will say Where did you go to school 9 I said I 
went to Tulane on a baseball scholarship I actually went to Tulane My 
parents had saved up It was an expensive school but I won a baseball 
scholarship 

YATES So after you got in basically that s how you got the baseball scholarship 9 
ROOS I got the baseball scholarship I was a walk on And they awarded me a partial 
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scholarship by the end of my freshman year and it became a full scholarship in 
my sophomore year 

So you must have been playing baseball all through high school then 7 
All through high school 
What position did you play 9 
Center field 

And you loved it enough to keep playing 9 

Oh my god that was my I would have never gotten into trouble but I had 
all the capacity to get into trouble a lot of energy and kind of like up for 
anything Even though I had I believe a very very strong framework of what 
was right and wrong that s why I don t think I would have ever gotten into 
trouble but I could have gotten into innocent trouble and I didn t have an 
intellectual drive Baseball really kept me together I mean it was all I thought 
about 

So you were probably glad you got the scholarship then right 9 

Oh my goodness yes I mean can you imagine 9 Your father who s prepared 

to pay m 1963 dollars something to the tune of like five grand a year All of a 

sudden this money that s been saved up put away all of sudden he now has 

15 000 free dollars I mean he was dancing 

That s expensive 

He was dancing in the street That was something 

So of course I m thinking early sixties you seem to have this lifelong interest 
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or that s sort of putting it superficially but focus where you seem tuned into 
the issue of racism So how did that fit into what s going on in terms of what 
you re observing and involvement 9 
ROOS Well there you go 
YATES Talk about that 

ROOS Well and so now you re at 1963 The first thing I remember I m in school and 
John Kennedy s assassinated 
YATES Of course yes 

ROOS I mean so like holy cow I mean this is something And then I lemember 
being spellbound that whole weekend watching all of this transpire on 
television 

YATES Now you would have just been in school a couple months when it happened 
ROOS Right Exactly And so that was like a transforming moment from the 

standpoint of this is a serious country Now it begins to kind of feed m Now 
this whole thing of anger and an inability to win the argument on the question 
of race I never won any argument People would avoid me on it but I never 
had anybody say You know you re right about that 
YATES In terms of everybody you re interacting with you re talking about 9 
ROOS Exactly sure 
YATES At that level 

ROOS Never won People still treated black people like they either weren t there or 
with incredible inhumanity—incredible So I won no arguments And so now 
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you see the merging because Kennedy Kennedy to me m my youth I 
remember we took a summer vacation the year before and there I was actually 
for the first time you know a kid I mean I was young but I actually stopped 
and watched I couldn t even believe I was doing it because there was so much 
to do horseback riding and archery and swimming I watched the debate 
Kennedy Nixon Well that really kind of got me I mean I thought that was 
really something that I did that I don t know why 

But anyway so Kennedy looked good to me but my father was a 
Republican and 

I was wondering what your parents official party affiliation was 
My mother was always a Democrat and my father was a Republican 
But that falls along what you think of as Southern Not everybody but being a 
Democrat 

My mother was clearly a Southern Democrat because there was no My 
father used to laugh and tell the story that when you first voted m Shelby 
County there was only one ballot You couldn t vote Republican even if you 
said you were one [Laughter] 

But what were her feelings in terms of Kennedy and Nixon 9 You said your 
dad 

Didn t like Kennedy 
Did she support Nixon 9 

Yes Didn t like Kennedy And who knows I couldn t remember It would 
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only be fanciful reconstruction 
YATES As to why 9 

ROOS As to why whether it s Irish Catholic too young I have no idea I don t think 
she would have had a harsh feeling about Catholicism inasmuch as I had really 
kept beating her up on she had to convert she had to convert 
YATES And she had somebody in the family who was 
ROOS Right 

YATES It wasn t like she wasn t exposed to Catholicism 
ROOS That s right exactly 

YATES So as far as you know you don t remember any discussions about what the 
mam issues were as to why they didn t like Kennedy 9 
ROOS No no It s just Nixon was Eisenhower s guy and that was it I remember 
nothing really about Because I don t think he had the moniker then of 
Tricky Dick I think Nixon was a fairly credible guy 
YATES Even with the Checker s speech and everything 9 
ROOS Exactly exactly 
YATES That hadn t influenced your parents 9 

ROOS Right Right And I think remember something about that I m not sure but 
anyway they were Nixon people 
YATES You personally 9 
ROOS Yes 

YATES Yes when it happened 
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ROOS Yes yes 

YATES So back to I m sorry I kind of interrupted your flow there We were 
talking about being at Tulane 

ROOS Well the Kennedy assassination you know it bongs a sobriety to the gravitas 
of I mean now I am four years conceivably away from being a part of this 
society as a constructive member I didn t think about it that way but 
YATES You mean being able to vote 9 

ROOS Yes And so all of this starts coming together and I start to get Even 
though at that time I m still pre med 
YATES Oh really 9 

ROOS Oh yes I m pre med Chemistry 
YATES So you went m as a pre med student 
ROOS Oh yes I m going to be a doctor Yes 

So anyway now I start paying a lot more attention to what obviously is 
beginning to percolate m the South the civil rights movement And I m 
saying Great but also m all honesty I m not volunteering to march 
anywhere but I m looking at this with a lot of focus 
YATES How were you getting your information at that point about what was going on 9 
ROOS Times Picayune 

YATES So you were starting to see enough information 9 

ROOS Oh yes 

YATES So that was your mam 
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ROOS Well and TV news you know was covering Selma 

YATES That was your mam exposure then 7 

ROOS Sure yes Birmingham 

YATES Hold on a second Let me turn this over 

[End Tape 1 Side A] 

[Begin Tape 1 Side B] 

YATES Tell me as you re seeing more and more information about what s going on m 
terms of the civil rights movement what about discussions with your fellow 
students 7 What was going on there 7 

ROOS You know you re living m a dorm with a variety of people You re discussing 
everything every night And for the life of me I couldn t point to any specific 
conversation It s more the amalgam the thrust of conversations were 
becoming There s always a lightness to people I think that age on the one 
hand but on the other hand serious things were happening and serious 
conversations were taking place 

But again m my dorm I had a guy from New York a guy from St Louis 
A guy from Texas was my roommate A guy from Bethesda Maryland his 
roommate was from New Orleans And then in the other suite the other room 
somebody dropped out so he was always an unknown and then the other guy 
was a Southerner 

So again in a lot of ways they weren t being stretched There were some 
that were Two were Jewish and so they had very very liberal ideas which 



28 


made the conversations exciting because otherwise you were just getting a 
more sophisticated view of what I was hearing all my life back home 

YATES So some exposure then by having different people which is what you hope 
when you go to college—that that s what is going to happen 

ROOS Precisely Right 

YATES Well I know you didn t graduate pre med right? 

ROOS You re right 

YATES So just to jump ahead a little bit you graduated with a degree a B A m 

political science in 67 So what happened to shift from pre med to the political 
science degree? 

ROOS Well a negative event and a positive event The negative event was aDinmy 
first semester of chemistry which I raised to a B the next semester but just a 
feeling that this isn t what I want to do And then having a history teacher who 
I really liked really talked to him a lot about a variety of things mainly you 
know his life history He was a Revolutionary War [scholar] which got me 
interested in the founding fathers which got me interested in their writings and 
I mean the beauty and the inspiration of our most sacred documents They 
were compelling enough for me in terms of the present and how to deal with 
the present and the future that I made the big shift I want to get m the political 
science department 

YATES So it was this taking this history class on the founding period 

ROOS Exactly and just liking the professor an awful lot And once I got into the 
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political science department it was like I was home I mean this is the kind of 
stuff I like to talk about and think about 

YATES So any faculty m political science in particular that stood out to you 9 
ROOS Yes there was There was a guy named Bill Shaw He was probably the most 
influential mainly because And this will appeal a little bit later when we 
talk about graduate school at SC [University of Southern California] I mean 
I knew what I wasn t and I sure wasn t an intellectual I read the material I 
loved the material But I had so many things going on in my life it s like I 
can t The socialization aspect was always a veiy foundational part of who I 
was and talking was much more interesting to me than reading on a 
commensurate amount of investment time And so there were a lot of books 
that I read that I really enjoyed I loved the thing But I knew I wasn t an 
It wasn t thinking at a higher order for me it was the doing 

And I liked this guy because he was a doer He was head of the Civil 
Service in New Orleans a reformer and he distinguished himself from the rest 
of the faculty because he was actually in there dealing with policy every day 
while my other faculty people were just talking about policy 
YATES So he had an adjunct position at Tulane 9 
ROOS Yes yes 
YATES So his mam position was 

ROOS Was nine to five was with the city of New Orleans But he was a smart guy 
He was as much an intellectual as any of the other professors He had gone 
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through all of the right chairs 

Just to get back to the civil rights movement since it s so key at that time did 
you have discussions about that in political science classes or any topics 
focused on that 9 What was going on 9 

Well a little bit was touching upon LBJ [Lyndon B Johnson] s Great Society 
but 

But not a lot 9 

Not too much In various things you d am across There d be time spent 
talking about Dred Scott or there d be time talking about Plessy versus 
Ferguson 

Yes so it s still sort of removed from what s going on 
It s still yes I mean it s the South at the end of the day 
Did you keep playing baseball through college 9 
Oh yes 
All four years 9 

I m a star I was the last Tulane athlete to make All Southeastern Conference 
Because we got out of the conference the year after I made it and baseball was 
the last sport 

So you have that claim to fame 

Yes claim to fame and I was playing very competitively 

What were you planning to do when you finished college 9 

Well it was open I believed that I didn t quite have the skill set to be a major 
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league baseball player I knew I could be a good minor league baseball player 
but then you say Why would you do that 7 

Secondly at least after my freshman year—this is kind of a good sidelight 
because I 11 never forget it I go back home and of course you look up all 
your old friends And I realized how much I had changed because they told 
me you know like I was Well you sound like one of them intellectuals 
I mean you know it was I was very much into learning I was very much 
into showing off what I had learned And this is only after my freshman year 
Well that accelerated I started getting more and more serious as a 
student I liked my courses I did very very good work m those courses I 
studied much more than I ever thought that I would study because I liked it 
And anyway I eventually was becoming even though I was giving an awful lot 
of time to sports to playing ball I was getting settled in the idea that I had 
maybe a serious little pathway that I could follow 
YATES So you graduate 1967 What were your thoughts as to what you wanted to do 
or your plans I should say 7 

ROOS Well a couple of things I do want to say because it was important to me at 
the time I was selected by the dean to talk on a panel because now Tulane— 
this is 1966 67—wants to start recruiting African Americans to the student 
body And I remember meeting or being part of a panel of probably about two 
hundred kids or so from New Orleans thinking about applying all black And I 
remember how gratifying it was to me because I really felt like I felt like a 
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radical I finally was able to say all the things I wanted to say without being 
didactic or preachy 

But it was the first time I ever spoke about the issue to people who joined 
me on the issue because of the ceiling that had been artificially imposed on 
their lives And I never really got feedback whether the people who invited me 
were horrified because I basically The one thing I remember I said was 
You know you don t have a choice but to apply You ve got to continue to 
apply to these institutions that have been historically and traditionally white 
That s the only way you re going to break down the barrier because eventually 
somebody is going to get in 
YATES Were there any black students at Tulane 9 
ROOS Yes there was and that was 

YATES Because I meant to ask you about the student body makeup I assume it was 
white mostly white but 

ROOS Mostly white but yes some And you know Tulane was a university that 

thought of itself as an international university and so we had a lot of We 
had quite One of my friends was the son of the chief of police of Kuwait 
you know so he was the only guy around us that had money and big cars 
[Laughter] 

YATES And he was from somewhere else [Laughter] 

ROOS Exactly But yes good international community 
YATES But I mean m terms of local I mean coming from 
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ROOS No I played baseball with the first black in the Southeastern Conference Steve 
Martin, my friend and I There are two stories that are just horrific m terms 
of this moment m time when legislation is beginning to happen to ensure equal 
rights I mean the South has now basically been assaulted and it is going to 
lose It just doesn t know it s going to lose yet but it s going to lose 

And we go and play Ole Miss [University of Mississippi] and when we re 
practicing No actually this was University of Alabama We re in 
Alabama and this plane flies over while we re practicing and I wish I would 
have kept one the sky is darkened by these leaflets Big Ku Klux Klan rally 
that evening which literally was a mile from our hotel And so here we have 
you know this guy Steve Martin who I just couldn t imagine what it was like 
Got to be scared beyond belief So they had the rally 

Then the next day we play and the stands begin to fill very quickly which 
is unusual m college baseball And every time I used to hit before Steve 
Martin No he hit ahead of me 
YATES In the lineup 

ROOS Every time he would come the worst racial epithets screaming from the crowd 
He played left field I played center field And at one point a utility truck 
pulled up and the distance from the line the left field line to where this utility 
truck could conveniently pull up was probably about another twenty feet Now 
this was a public utility truck had like five black guys the workers sitting on 
it and two white foremen sitting m the front seat of the cab They sat there and 
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screamed at Steve Martin every inning for three innings you know I mean all 
racial stuff 

My father got m a fight The next day we go to Ole Miss Same deal full 
house full house and my father is sitting next to somebody and made the 
mistake to say something out loud because he d brought my girlfriend about 
you know That s my son And so then they started calling her names all 
with race you know 

YATES But why were they calling because of you 9 

ROOS Why 9 Because they knew this was my girlfriend and so they were saying 
basically the worst and sexually 

YATES Just because it was the opposite team you mean 9 Or I m just trying 
ROOS Yes because I would show my support for Steve You know we d run out to 
the outfield together 

YATES OK That s what I m trying to get at 

ROOS I d kind of like put my arm you know you get up there 

YATES Yes So they were connecting you to him 

ROOS Exactly Exactly 

YATES I was just trying to be clear 

ROOS No I know I know it isn t clear because it s still kind of a wave of 

unbelievable emotion about it because I see this little thing and I mean my 
father s not a fighter It was a yelling fight you know but just sickening stuff 


YATES When the leaflets came down you said you were out playing 9 
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ROOS This was just a practice 
YATES Right right 
ROOS At practice 

YATES But the team was out on the field when it came down 1 ? 

ROOS Yes oh yes 

YATES And did the players talk about this 9 
ROOS Yes 

YATES And what were the discussions 9 What was said 9 

ROOS I wonder what s going to happen I wonder if Steve s OK You know I 
mean it was that type of thing 
YATES So were most of the players supportive of him 9 
ROOS Yes 

YATES You know what I m saying 

ROOS Yes yes 

YATES What were the dynamics 9 

ROOS Yes The dynamics would be probably Stockholm Syndrome They were stuck 
with Steve and Steve was a very nice lovely man 
YATES They knew him so 

ROOS They knew him Exactly It s almost like the housekeeper in the household 
YATES But this went on then for a while 9 

ROOS Every now and then if he d strike out somebody would say something really 
terrible you know under their breath but in other words the same racism 
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existed on the team It just would never manifest itself I don t think anybody 
would have been necessarily There would be a lot who clearly would have 
if anything ever happened they would just stand there with their hands folded 

YATES It s so hard to imagine what it must be like for somebody to go through that 

ROOS Yes 

YATES To be part of the team yet isolated at the same time 

ROOS Yes which is why I along with several I mean were Close friends is a 
stretch because I never did anything outside of baseball But in there I mean I 
was a 100 percent supporter as was three to four other people 

And I think that one of the great testaments to that was that he came out 
here about four years later You know I m now in graduate school 
postgraduate school And he gave me a call and we went out to dinner and kind 
of regaled old times 

YATES We got into this discussion because you had originally mentioned speaking 
because Tulane was actually at that point actively trying to recruit black 
students Is that what 

ROOS Yes 

YATES That became a policy of theirs'? 

ROOS Yes 

YATES So there were a few black students at the school but not 

ROOS Right Well Steve 

YATES So this is a turning point 
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Steve had been admitted m 64 
So 65 they decide to actively recruit 9 

I think it got more toward 66 67 where they re going to for whatever reason 
I mean they re going to show that they re actively recruiting by having 
interested people from the New Orleans area come m for an orientation and 
what they have to do m order to successfully get in 
So you enjoyed that experience though 9 

Yes because for the first time I was kind of I was doing something Doing 
was important I felt paralyzed I felt I had all these thoughts and yet what am 
I doing 9 I m doing nothing other than on a one to one basis you fight you 
fight the battle What are you thinking 9 Why are you saying that 9 You don t 
believe that do you 9 

So for the first time it was that experience of actually standing up and 
enunciating an idea or a challenge or a don t believe that everybody that you 
see who happens to be white supports what has been going on for all of your 
memory and all of the memory of your family 
What were your plans going to be once you d graduated college 9 
So I probably if left to my own devices would have You know because 
again I think about this a little bit I m not so sure I m the most m that period 
of my life the most proactive I m not scheming and plotting my whatever 
Yes that s not so atypical of a twenty one year old 
Yes I m still kind of floating as the river flows 
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But this Bill Shaw guy So left to my own devices I probably would 
have applied to a law school which is the only thing I may regret I don t 
know I don t think I regret anything So anyway he really got me excited 
about being a change agent which is something that I had articulated He put it 
in that term but I said you know I want to be on the vanguard of this change 
that s happening And he really convinced me that schools of public 
administration were the best training grounds for that Your city manager your 
top bureaucrats they re not going to be lawyers they re going to be people 
who come out of these schools 

And the whole idea of schools specifically geared toward the public 
enterprise management entrepreneurial endeavor was still It was a new 
concept So I applied to the Maxwell School at Syracuse [University] I 
applied to the Fels Institute at the University of Pennsylvania I applied to the 
University of Arizona that was going to be my fallback and I applied to USC 
And every one of them offered me full rides Philadelphia which was a huge 
attraction for my parents and to a degree you know an Ivy League school 
they flew me up there 

There was something about California My wife to be was a flight 
attendant for Delta [Air Lines] and she d fly out here I had talked to the dean 
a couple of times and she flew out here and she talked to him a couple of 
times And I mean there was just something different about California just the 
whole style And of course there was [The] Mamas and the Papas and 
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California Dreamin and everything interesting in the Hippie Movement 
Some of the strongest statements about the war in Vietnam were coming out of 
California 

YATES How did you meet your wife 1 ? You said she was a flight attendant 
ROOS In high school 

YATES OK I was just trying to make the connection because it sounded like you 
didn t meet in college 

ROOS No we didn t meet in college High school sweetheart and like the first girl 
that I ever really met you know 
YATES What is her name 9 
ROOS Ann Mane 

YATES Ann Mane That s her full name 9 
ROOS Ann Mane Pera Roos 

YATES So she told you a little bit about California but you made the decision to come 
out without having visited 
ROOS Right 

YATES Now what did your parents think of this change from pre med to public 
service potentially public service 9 
ROOS They were always What makes you happy 
YATES They were OK with it 


ROOS Oh sure I think my mother would have always liked me to be a doctor 

because that was the only world she knew and she tended It was certainly 



40 


back in that period where nurses elevated doctors beyond anything reasonable 
YATES So you came out to USC then right after graduating? 

ROOS Right A U Haul All the belongings in a U Haul married students dorms 
YATES So you d gotten married? 

ROOS June of 67 Came out here in end of August 
YATES That s a big big transition both getting mamed and 
ROOS Huge 

YATES How did it turn out at USC in terms of going into public administration? How 
did you focus or what s the emphasis in that program? 

ROOS Well I actually got a fellowship from the Gerontology Institute which was an 
interdisciplinary approach to the public policy of aging and all of my courses 
were m the School of Public Administration loved everybody just loved the 
whole deal It was great and my focus was again taking all of the coursework 
that was required but always I mean now you know there are 
conversations all the time and they re all serious here mainly about the war 
but racism is very much linked to the wai 

There is one thing worth noting I think and that is that I will never get 
over and it had a great impact on me because of this I ve always retained a 
certain amount of naivete which I think keeps things new I don t think that I 
ever really understand everything and I can be naive about some things Well 
I was clearly naive about how people perceived me and when I came out here 
it took me a while but I realized that there was a caution among people who I 
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really liked showed them how much I liked them and was engaging with them 
at the most base level 

And refreshingly one day one guy said Well we aren t really quite sure 
but it does seem like you really aren t like a Southerner I had the accent and 
everything and I 11 tell you it threw me It threw me as far and as hard as I ve 
ever been thrown and I remember consciously trying to change my accent I 
felt stigmatized I felt like there was just a lot of hostility whether it was really 
there or not I don t know but I certainly felt it all because of how I spoke and 
where I was from And it was a great thing to happen to me actually but it 
was a defining moment in my life and it kind of screwed me up a little bit from 
the standpoint of I really didn t want to talk I d get petrified every time I had 
to speak if there were more than four people around the table because I was 

YATES Because you were being stereotyped 9 

ROOS Exactly And I was thinking Nobody s listening to me I mean Nobody s 
listening to my message They re listening to me and making a judgment about 
the authenticity or the legitimacy of my message It was a big head trip I put 
on myself And it was a tough thing later on you know when I d made a 
decision to run for public office because I had worked myself into this thing of 
getting very nervous before I spoke 

YATES And did you find I mean that s jumping ahead a little bit but did you find 
that the stereotype still continued 9 

ROOS Sure Absolutely I mean you know my first shot was with the poverty 
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program where I was a distinct minority and it was the greatest job ever for a 
lot of reasons But I also found yes it continued on I made some of the best 
friends I ever made there 

YATES In graduate school you re talking about 9 
ROOS No no no no 
YATES The Poverty program 
ROOS The Poverty yes exactly 

YATES So this incident I m sorry happened fairly early on 9 
ROOS Very early on in my first year and a real It was a shocker 
YATES And did you talk to your wife about it 9 
ROOS Sure 

YATES I would imagine it would make you feel pretty alienated too Did you have 
feelings that 

ROOS Well I had No it was 
YATES No 9 

ROOS It was more the trip that I put on me because obviously these people who 
ultimately confided were my friends It was just almost the gushing of their 
own surprise about it and so I valued the fact that they finally told me you 
know that they said that and I knew that they were my friends 

The impact that it had was wondering whether I d always be on the margin 
because all people could hear was this accent And then of course the more I 
tried to change it the more self conscious I got 
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I was going to ask you if you really did try to lose the accent 
Oh yes 

And how you did that 

Oh very definitely You sounded like I think Eddie Murphy Saturday Night 
Live used to have that guy when he was a white guy and he would talk like 
this [Roos imitating] He would say Well it s so nice to be with all of you 
Well I know that s the way I sounded I know that at one point because 
somebody will kid me about it but when I had to like read a paper or 
something in a class I would take on this thing of trying to imitate almost in the 
staccato way that he spoke and the manner m which he spoke Eric Sevareid 
who was huge the most trusted man in America that everybody watched every 
night and then of course Eric Sevareid had the commentary And that would 
help me get through I was like an actor You know I was trying to be an 
actor and it was awful 
And you gave up on that at some point 9 

Well I don t know if I really gave it up but I knew it wasn t working 
[Laughter] 

Well you mentioned I think and I m sorry because there are so many things 
we re talking about if I misheard but you said that you got was it money from 
the Gerontology [Institute] or some kind of support 9 
Yes full fellowship and a stipend 

OK because I know that you had then a fellowship from the National Institute 
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of Child Health 

ROOS That s it yes Same deal yes The National Institute of Child Health had a 
relationship with the Gerontology yes 

YATES So part of the program in public administration then is a component of it 
doing some kind of practical work along with taking your courses or 

ROOS Not really 

YATES It s a straight academic 

ROOS It s a straight academic thing 

YATES A two year program 1 ? 

ROOS Two year program Then what happened is again Vietnam is heating up 
Johnson continues to escalate resigns Nixon And actually actually this 
threat had a So again big misjudgment but it happened OK 

So I m married and my draft board s m Tennessee Well they call 
Tennessee the Volunteer State for a reason that until well through Vietnam I 
don t know about what the Regardless of the war the greatest number of 
volunteers m absolute numbers came from Tennessee There you go OK 1 ? 

YATES Yes you could read a lot into that 

ROOS Yes you sure can So I m thinking and again wrongfully in my opinion 
because it s a funny thing I underestimated racism m this calculation that I 
could be moments away from being drafted 

Simultaneous to that I had a professor Bill Larson who was a major in a 
reserve unit and he said You can still get m a reserve unit but they re closing 
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fast And I made the decision to jump m the reserve unit preserve the safety 
of not having to go to Vietnam but having to lose six months which would 
basically be one full graduate school year because I signed up and I was 
shipped to basic training in November of 68 and wouldn t return until June of 
69 

YATES Yes so you basically shot two semesters of school 
ROOS Shot two semesters Right 

The miscalculation m my opinion was that I should have known that 
Tennessee probably is going to draft every black person before they get to the 
first white guy 

YATES And that s what they did right? 

ROOS Absolutely absolutely I don t know of anybody any of my peers that went 

YATES That were drafted 9 

ROOS Exactly So anyway so I did that and 

YATES So this is 69 9 

ROOS Sixty eight 69 

YATES So November of 68 into 69 

ROOS But now until this there is a reason for telling this story and the reason for 
telling the story is is that I was being pushed because of the crowd I was 
running in to get a Ph D and there was something I liked about hearing that 
but again I had to be true to myself I m not an intellect You know I mean 
I m fighting to get I mean everything s happening in this country I want 
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to be a part of it I want to be in the debate I want to be on the front line of 
change and the Ph D program wasn t going to get me there based upon again 
my notion of what I was going to invest to become a Ph D 

But again in terms of kind of having this complacency about letting events 
dictate what I m going to do doing that military service was probably one of 
the greatest singular things that happened in terms of giving me a steadfastness 
I have got to take command of what I want to do and how I m going to do it 
YATES That experience did that to you 9 

ROOS Absolutely because I saw platoon after platoon that you know the ratio was 
nine to one ethnic minority low socioeconomic gioup to anybody that even 
approached the middle class I mean you talk about a war fought by the 
underclass of this society that was it and it was the propellant I needed 
because you tram with all the guys I did the same training as the guy who six 
months from now would be leading a platoon in Vietnam 
YATES Where did you go for basic training 7 

ROOS Horrible horrible I guess they re all horrible but Fort Leonard Wood 

Missouri I hate cold weather and it was blizzard cold every day And then for 
advanced training I went to Fort Benjamin Hams in Indiana 
YATES So the six months covers mostly the training period is that what the six months 
are 9 

ROOS Yes yes You have eight weeks that seems like fifty years your basic training 
which is demeaning awful stuff and then I had another I don t even 
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remember what it was I think it was twelve weeks maybe Yes about twelve 
weeks 

YATES Now where was your wife 7 Did she stay here 7 

ROOS She actually came to Indiana for like the last month or so yes but she stayed 
here and worked until 

YATES She was still a flight attendant 7 

ROOS No no no 

YATES She was doing something else 7 

ROOS No she quit She quit right after we moved to California Yes working out of 
a photography studio that did all the SC student photos used to be light at 
Hoover [Street] and whatever 

YATES So it sounds like actually even though it was maybe a miscalculation to join 
the reserves that it turned out 

ROOS Yes 

YATES It gave you some motivation to 

ROOS Huge motivation 

YATES to make your decisions rather than let things happen as they might 

ROOS Exactly Big turning point 

So I came back I said no to the Ph D program I want to finish get my 
master s I did that in 70 

YATES Did you write a thesis as part of your [degree] 

ROOS No thank god See I m not an intellectual I d love to write a thesis now 
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[Laughter] Well I wasn t accusing you 
No I know but I mean that s what 
I didn t know what the requirement was 
That s why life is inverted really 

I didn t know what the requirement was for that particular program 
No thank god they had a great requirement You could write a thesis or you 
could take three additional courses—area of specialization they called it You 
could do either 

And so what was your area of specialization? 

I have no idea Probably behavioral psych or something like that Organization 
and management behavior you know I mean it was very much into the 
theory why participatory that type of stuff which was exciting 
Before I ask you what Now that you re thinking more in terms of what you 
want to do rather than whatever opportunity comes along then once you got 
into the public administration program did it fulfill what you thought you 
wanted to study or where you wanted to go? 

No no no 

But you stuck it out? 

Yes and there were a lot of great things that I read and that influenced me 
There were terrific professors But at the end of the day it was like When am 
I going to speak to someone who s doing it who s leading this change or 
managing the change? And so they were fabulous in terms of mtellectualizing 
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the management of change and what organizations of the future are going to 
look like It just was unfulfllhng to me 

I read John [W ] Gardner s book [Self Renewal] and then I remember 
meeting him in the airport and Christ I almost jumped on the airplane He 
was going to San Francisco And he said something We were talking and I 
said I mean it was a typical You know today it would be J Lo 
[Jennifer Lopez] or Ben Affleck but for me John Gardner John Gardner was 
it and I was reciting pages from this But he said I m going to San Francisco 
Too bad you aren t going I almost said Hang on I 11 go get a ticket I 
mean it was like here s a guy you know secretary of Health Education and 
Welfare] That s what I wanted I was just gushing for talking to somebody 
who s doing something 

YATES So what did you decide once you were going to finish your degree in 70 9 

ROOS OK here s what I ve decided 

[Interruption] 

YATES So why don t we wrap up because I want to ask you a few questions about 
preparing for next week anyway 
ROOS OK 

YATES I was asking you about your plans 

ROOS Graduate school 

YATES Once you finished graduate school in 70 

I just had this huge huge desire I have to go to work I have to get a job It 


ROOS 
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had nothing to do with finances had nothing to do with anything other than 
you know Enough of this The country s falling apart By then Dr [Martin 
Luther] King [Jr ] and Well wait Not by then 
YATES Several years before yes 
ROOS Yes 

YATES [Robert F ] Bobby Kennedy and King 
ROOS Exactly exactly 

YATES Were you in Los Angeles when Bobby Kennedy was shot 7 

ROOS I was Stayed up that night 

YATES Where were you when you first heard about it 7 

ROOS I was sitting m my living room Living room I mean it was a little duplex in 
Silver Lake And my wife had gone to bed I said No I want to continue to 
watch the results I wanted to see his victory speech I had been more 
[Eugene] McCarthy but I was warming to Kemiedy quickly And you know 
so sat there horrified 

Previously I d come back from class and the flash came from Memphis As I pulled up 
to my apartment I just sat there m my car and listened and wept 
YATES It s totally I mean there are no words to describe it 
ROOS There are no words to describe it And then it was very personal from the 
standpoint of again all of this stuff that I ve talked about 
YATES The King assassination 

Yes and then here it is my hometown 


ROOS 
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You mentioned you were actually living m Silver Lake is that right 9 
Mamed student dorms that s right We were married and you know it was 
like two studio beds It was a studio thing and two studio beds That s a little 
difficult for 

So when did you move to Silver Lake 9 

Like probably six months we stayed there maybe eight months But then 
started looking realized you know this is a big city and a lot of areas I had a 
colleague older woman who had really She was kind of like somebody 
who I tended to idolize from the stand She d done a lot of stuff and she was 
really cool She was probably in her forties then which was old if you re 
twenty 

Yes it seems ancient doesn t it 9 

Right And she had an architectural apartment building that she owned in 
Silver Lake and it was so cool It was on a hill and you had a view of the mid 
Wilshire strip which was a lot of lights And she used to have these parties 
and they were just so cool you know intellectual and chin rubbing and head 
scratching but fun And so that s why I lived m Silver Lake 
That s how you ended up there 9 

I thought Well this is neat There was traffic but it wasn t anything like it 
is [now] You know ten minutes to school Tennessee was so flat so to have 
contour and hills and views that was a new thing 

Back to I was asking you what your plans were—we 11 wrap up with that— 
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once you finished school 

I wanted to be in an action environment and I wanted to learn how to make 
change happen or how to manage change and that s all I knew I wanted to 
work 

And then disappointment set in We were m a recession and 1 mean that 
was a nightmare You talk about Again remember I already have this one 
little phobia Now back m time you almost had a guarantee of a job with just 
a bachelor s degree Now I have a master s degree and nobody wants to hire 
me And I know I m a good interview in terms of energy and excitement and 
I 11 do anything 

So it was a real real hard time where I actually almost I 
communicated I think to my mother I said Well you know something'? I 
may be having to come back to Memphis Do you think Dad will be receptive 
to my working 9 You can t imagine how low of a low point that is only 
because of the standard that I put m my head 
Sure And you invested time and 
It was losing Yes And by then I loved California 

I was going to ask you if you and your wife had decided you wanted to stay 
here 

Well my wife I m not with my wife and a lot of that had to do with even 
though ironically she s still here never ever Always talked about going 
back to Memphis and that was the last thing on my agenda 
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YATES So you were looking here then for work in the L A area 9 
ROOS Oh yes furiously 

YATES You didn t think about [Washington] D C or 

ROOS No Although the one hot job that I had a management consultant firm wanted 
to hire me Crescent McCormick and Paget and I was going to go back to 
New York Very excited about it you know because again to me Memphis 
was tired it was a backwater it was a second to third rate city Nothing was 
happening in Memphis other than one negative historical thing Things were 
happening in California Things were happening m New York and 
Washington 

YATES I was j ust thinking of in terms of public policy 

ROOS Of course of course 

YATES Obviously D C would be an obvious place 

ROOS Absolutely But not something that at that moment in my imagination occurred 
to me meaning it probably occurred to me and I probably was dismissive of it 
YATES Well why don t we end here and talk for a few minutes about your plans for 
next time 
ROOS Good 

YATES And then we can pick it up with finding a job 


[End Tape 1 Side B] 
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[Session 2 December 17 2003] 

[Begin Tape 2 Side A] 

YATES OK great Let s get started It s Friday No 
ROOS No it s only Wednesday 
YATES We met last week on Friday It s Wednesday 
ROOS Thank goodness 

YATES I m wishing the week away It s really the 17 th OK we were just talking 

about where we re going to pick up From last time I had one question which 
is you turned *\ enty one in sixty 
ROOS Seven 

YATES Sixty seven and I assume you registered to vote 
ROOS I did 

YATES And what did you register as 9 

ROOS Democrat Wait a minute Hold it As a matter of fact as a matter of fact I 
registered m the Peace and Freedom Party 
YATES Oh you did Why was that 9 

ROOS Well typical of my age and my cohort group angry about the society certainly 
antiwar and you know what did I know about anything other than they were 
just organizations But Peace and Freedom seemed to resonate in terms of 


where I was vis a vis Vietnam 
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YATES And did you register m your home state or did you register 
ROOS No I registered here obviously No Peace and Freedom registration in 
Tennessee I m sure 

YATES Of course Silly question So did you register in California 7 Were you out in 
California by then 7 
ROOS Yes 

YATES OK because I was thinking you were still at Tulane 
ROOS In 66 I turned twenty one 
YATES Yes 
ROOS Right 

YATES And you would have been at Tulane 

ROOS And I did register m Tennessee But when I came out here I immediately re 
registered 

YATES And what did you register as m Tennessee 7 

ROOS As a Democrat I m sure And then out here I registered Peace and Freedom in 
67 

YATES And then you changed it again at some point obviously 
ROOS Oh sure 

YATES The next Fairly quickly 7 

ROOS I have no clear remembrance but probably before the next presidential election 
YATES I remember you saying leading up to Bobby Kennedy being assassinated that 
you were leaning towards McCarthy in terms of your interests but you were 
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also interested in Kennedy 

ROOS Well interested m Kennedy but probably saw it more as less pure than 
McCarthy opportunistic and went through a whole retrospective on my 
feelings about why I was leaning toward McCarthy because as it happened 
you know McCarthy was probably the less able politician and had all kinds of 
flaws the more you knew about him but it was almost a tribute to him as being 
first 

YATES So it was pretty clear then to you your reasons for supporting McCarthy? 

ROOS Yes 

YATES Despite the fact 

ROOS And there was good spirited debate I was m graduate school obviously 

Great spirited debate between those who were for Kennedy and McCarthy It 
was fun 

YATES What kinds of conversations would you have do you remember? 

ROOS Oh over Israel and the Middle East their policies there Vietnam clearly 
Also capacity to foment change 

YATES Well when we left off last time you were looking for work and you were 
discouraged 

ROOS Very discouraged 

YATES You d finished your master s degree 

ROOS In February in 70 

YATES Yes 70 OK that was the next question I wanted to make sure I had my time 
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frame nght 

ROOS Right 

YATES So get back into that again I know you did say you were discouraged You d 
even thought about going back home but you did actually find work by June 
Is that nght 9 

ROOS Yes And as I said you know retrospectively I mean four months how bad is 
that 9 But it seemed like every day was another day of fruitless interviewing 
A couple of things happened First of all we were in the middle of a 
recession not a deep one but one that was stalling any kind of expansion 
installing the bringing on of new people it seemed I was looking everywhere 
and I came really close really close There was a job at the City of Inglewood 
111 never forget it They got a special federal grant to hire four people who 
would land of like facilitate coalition building among the disparate elements 
that were beginning to characterize the population of Inglewood In other 
words there was a huge infiltration of minority residents into this city that had 
been a typical white suburb There were a lot of things happemng so they got 
this money Four positions 

Went down and interviewed Through the grapevine I heard they want me 
And I mean this was unbelievable It was everything I wanted to do The pay 
was quite substantial for just getting out of school You know when I say quite 
substantial maybe $20 000 a year but 


YATES Yes but that si 970 
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ROOS Yes 1970 It was good 

YATES And this was a federal grant you said so I take it 
ROOS Federal grant administered by the city 
YATES So there was some kind of time frame for it 9 

ROOS Yes So anyway I get called down I went through two interviews with panels 
I mean they liked my deal Then after the last interview the city manager 
wants to see me and I say you know Tins is it And I remember so vividly 
sitting outside m the waiting room waiting for I still remember the city 
manager s name Doug Ayers And the fire chief walked in and the fire chief 
sat down and we introduced ourselves and he said Well [I] hope you 11 be 
coming to work for me And I mean I m sure that my expression was such 
and I said Well what do you mean 9 Are you running this 9 Oh no no 
no he said They re going to fill this with four other people but they thought 
you were so fantastic they want you to be my administrative assistant 
YATES This is the fire chief you said 
ROOS Yes 

YATES Just wanted to make sure I heard correctly 

ROOS And at the time—and this is so unfair but it showed a glimpse of my own 
youthful arrogance—in my head I thought to myself Well who else 
competed 9 A Dalmatian 9 You know I mean all I had was tins image of the 
fire truck and the Dalmatian And it just left me totally cold 

So we walked in and the city manager of course didn t want the fire chief 
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to have done what he did but he had So he went through tins thing really 
trying to sell me on Inglewood And frankly if I had any kind of expenence I 
probably should have done it grabbed that job because a lot of things A 
small city I think I could have distinguished myself I would have worked 
hard and who knows 9 But I didn t 
YATES What did the position entail 9 

ROOS It was basically administrative assistant to the fire chief which would be I m 
sure to look at matters from fire suppression policy to insurance to force 
augmentation budget 
YATES A wide range 

ROOS Everything that a civil servant or a bureaucrat does in terms of putting together 
statistics and information base to shift policy 
YATES If you d heard that first rather than having the fire chief come m it sounds like 
you would have been more intrigued by the position 
ROOS There s a lot of things that could have made it more intriguing although the 

city manager did a fabulous job of really painting this picture of just a little bit 
too young or to green to do this other job but there s a lot of things happening 
here But I just For whatever reason I said no 

Then it was a big What seemingly was a lot of interviews and nothing 
coming of it Then I interviewed with a management consulting firm and that 
was 

YATES Is this the one in New York 9 
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ROOS Exactly 

YATES You just briefly mentioned the name of it 

ROOS Exactly Crescent McCormick and Paget and I think they have been acquired 
by Citibank Anyway it was a top thing I thought of myself again as a 
consultant you know somebody helping people manage change And to go to 
New York that was I mean I loved California by then but I was still 
young and I was ready to go where the work was and this seemed like a 
limitless opportunity And again because of their recession they kept 
postpomng the date Then it was finally set I m going to go in August almost 
simultaneous with my birthday 

Then they called up and they said This thing s just been postponed and 
we don t know when it will be revived So crestfallen I m out there again 
And I guess someone who I met along the way said Go check over at 
EYOA Economic and Youth Opportunities Agency which was the War on 
Poverty funnel for Los Angeles County And I went m there met with a guy 
named John 0 Connell who was head of Contract Administration So that s 
what s so iromc I mean when you contrast the Inglewood job now I m 
talking to Contract Administration But it had all the elements I mean you 
know it was teeming with African Americans and Latinos Whites were in a 
clear clear minonty in management leadership and in the orgamzation and this 
is really where I wanted to square you know all of those pent up notions about 
the conflict of being southern and not a racist 
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So he offered me a job It was good pay I think it was $850 a month I 
mean perfect I worked in a unit with a very very talented white kid a very 
talented Latino and two African Americans one who was very old a 
wonderful man blit I m sure grateful to have this job and just a dot your 1 
cross your t type And then another guy who was just kind of like on the wild 
side but became a wonderful friend 

YATES Now just for clarification when did you start with the It was actually the 
poverty program or is it technically with EYOA 7 

ROOS EYOA In 70 

YATES OK But you d mentioned going on the Paget the consulting firm in August 
but I thought you d 

ROOS No I didn t They said to me back in June so I took something I would 
have gone I would have gone had they ever really fulfilled what their initial 
representation was 

YATES So you joined with EYOA 

ROOS Right in time for the I was actually put on There used to be for kids 
you know fabulous fabulous for disadvantaged kids a huge infusion of federal 
dough for summer jobs summer work summer recreation So they used part 
of that money to hire on people to manage the contracts you know and other 
things So I got m thinking that this thing s going to be over in August 
September 


YATES Oh I see 
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You see 7 The management consulting thing didn t happen They liked my act 
so I got extended 
You stayed 

You know so now I became a permanent part of the deal 
OK So that was a temporary position and then it turned into a 
Right 

We 11 talk more about your experiences with that and also maybe in the context 

of your political interests 

Right 

That s a broad 

Yes very broad but very appropriate because I was really like the proverbial 
pig m the dirt I mean I was just wallowing m it It was just so great I got to 
know everybody very quickly I got to begin to see huge differences certain 
tensions among certain ethnic groups the competition between the Latinos and 
the African Americans for leadership but just some fabulous fabulous 
fabulous people and agam relationships that endured with great irony In the 
Public Information Umt the head of that was a woman named Gwen Moore 
who I ultimately helped get elected to the [California State] Assembly 
Right 

I picked her campaign manager picked her finance guy She was my first 
seatmate for a while and yet she was 

I remembered that she was part of that program and I wasn t sure how you two 
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connected there 

That s right She was a couple of levels above me at the time that we met in 
1970 but we became 

So she was in public information you said and you re still with the Contract 
Administration 7 

The contracts yes but I m moving around you know just making friends and 
if they need a hand on something I m always available 
Right So continue with that You were talking about relationships 
Yes Lois Hill Hale Lois Hill Hale was Gwen s assistant or deputy She 
ultimately became a member of the Inglewood [Unified] School Board 
ironically and a deputy to Gwen and I think maybe even worked for Teresa 
Hughes for a while But those two stick out because those were relationships 
that traversed across a couple of decades after I met 

But within the agency Rod Jones who tragically died about ten years 
later but he and Ins wife [Victoria Jones] and his wife ultimately became a 
lobbyist for the Gas Company So you just met a lot of people who certainly 
had a lot of impact on me and I on them obviously 

It sounds like you developed some key relationships there What about the 
work experience itself in terms of laying groundwork for you later 9 
Well there s one significant story Obviously I was polishing without 
knowing it polishing political skills from the standpoint of making 
relationships with people who I would have never had a chance because we 
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would have never run into one another I was basically able to test you know 
could I get their confidence 9 Could I use that confidence in the participation of 
talking about things m moving the direction of this agency 9 That was a 
wonderful testing ground without my being conscious or manipulative about 
this being a test I mean I was developing skills I was developing skills in 
terms of how to really communicate with a variety of people the width of the 
diversity or the breadth of it I ve never seen m my life 

But the one story is that we got another grant called Resources 
Mobilization and the whole idea Because [President] Nixon was there 
now he s focused on the Poverty program The head of OEO the Office of 
Economic Opportunity that administered it was a guy by the name of 
Wait a minute What s that 9 [Donald H ] Don Rumsfeld 9 [Laughter] How 
about that 9 
YATES Oh my god 
ROOS That s where he got started 
YATES I know that name 1 Recently 
ROOS Isn t that interesting though 9 
YATES That is 

ROOS Yes He was head of OEO and his charge was to [gestures] decimate it So the 
handwriting became on the wall but we got a grant for Resources Mobilization 
and the whole idea would be to begin to develop support for the Poverty 
program and our programs and our delegate agencies in the community in 
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which we lived and 1 became the deputy director A woman an Arab named 
Suad Cano was my director and Suad became a wonderful wonderful friend as 
well Her name was Cano because she married a Latino who was in the FBI 
[Federal Bureau of Investigation] And by the way she was Iraqi from 
Baghdad How about that*? 

YATES Life s little strange twists sometimes 

ROOS Yes it is I mean when you think about it Rumsfeld s basically her top boss 
YATES So you re deputy director of the Poverty program 
ROOS No I m deputy director of the Office of Resources Mobilization 
YATES Oh I m sorry Of course OK Go ahead Thank you 
ROOS So I mean it was great because now you know I ve got a bigger title I ve 
got more responsibility So I come up with this idea and I mean when you 
think about It amuses me for a lot of reasons because people could have 
gone to jail I came up with the idea that what we needed to learn how to do 
And this fits in of course with one of the great precepts of successful political 
office holding and that s how to raise money Again I m not thinking of 
anything other than the Poverty program how we can do better and how we 
can do more of what we re doing that s going well 

So I said part of this Resources Mobilization is not only we went through 


a phase where we just started collecting you know like have a donation of 
clothes have a donation of food that type of stuff I said But money is the 
most mobile of resources We ve got to learn how to raise money So I came 
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up with an idea We would buy one day out at Jack Kent Cooke s Forum of the 
Ringling Bros [and] Bamum & Bailey Circus I think 16 000 tickets OIC 9 
And I m talking to the executive director on a couple of the things and I said 
with great assurance We 11 buy these All these corporations have public 
affairs offices We 11 sell them the tickets They 11 give them to the employees 
We 11 make money They 11 be happy 

I went down met with a guy named Jerry Grote who was group sales got 
the contract brought it back the executive director signed it l e being on the 
hook for 

That many tickets 

Yes OK but I said ‘No problem OK? Went through the board I think 
they had to take it up Who knows 9 The point is I took a signed contract by 
Ernest Sprinkles the executive director of EYOA and I get thousands of 
tickets 

Well I was ready for this I already had put my letters together into 
Security Pacific Bank and to Bank of America and to Packard Bell and to 
You name every top corporation I sent out hundreds of letters and m came the 
response Sorry our contnbutions budget is Now I am recognizing the 
magnitude of this accountability 

Now thank goodness the circus was still let s say eight weeks away I m 
in a panic without showing panic but I am having a heart attack So actually 
Oh so I said Well the problem is I m not meeting with these people 
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firsthand So the first thing you know EYOA was on Sixth Street Spring 
Street was really still the financial hub of L A and all the banks were So I 
made an appointment to go see the head of philanthropy or whatever of First 
Security Bank It was the form letter that turned them off 

Well we went and met Well as I m sitting in the waiting room I m 
looking at the bulletin board and I see something that I 11 tell you later what it 
was Went in No Nice idea you know all the right stuff but No 
I then went around the comer to Title Insurance [and Trust Company] 

Nope Everything was no Personal didn t matter It was going to be no So 
I m dying 

But on that Security Pacific Bank thing I saw something that I thought was 
very interesting and what it was was the Security Pacific employee club and 
they were announcing that they were having a day at Disneyland So I said 
Well that s interesting Employees Obviously somebody s bought some 
tickets 

Yes because it s the same kind of thing 

Exactly Right So I shift my focus to employee clubs Well the first contact I 
made was with a guy—God rest his soul he s dead—and he became a great 
friend His name was Lee Bluestone Lee Bluestone was rock and roll He 
was head of the Los Angeles County Employees Association at that time 
probably had about 100 000 people Who knows 7 

So I go and meet Lee Bluestone liked his assistant Eileen Yarvitz I mean 
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she was kind of hip and cool and cynical you know skeptical about 
everything but great sense of humor So she sits in on the meeting and so I 
make my presentation Now the thing is is that my initial concept was buy 
them mark them up sell them 

YATES I was going to ask you how much you were thinking you were going to mark 
them up 

ROOS Well enough to make 

YATES Just to make some 

ROOS Yes a good You know make $50 000 which m 1971 dollars or it might 
have been 72 this was late 

YATES So you re saying buy the tickets mark them up 

ROOS Right We 11 make a lot of money But m doing so I realized that they had 

given us all of these tickets for like a dollar a ticket and out on the open market 
they only sold them for like three dollars so you could almost sell them for 
what the market was selling them at and still make a nice profit you see 

YATES They gave you a deal on the tickets 

ROOS Yes which will come into play later 

So I meet with Bluestone and we re BSing pretty good I mean he likes 
me I like him and this guy is really I mean you know he s telling me 
about the employees association He had at that time one airplane a week 
leaving LAX [Los Angeles International Airport] going to someplace in the 
world that some L A County employee group was on I mean these were all 
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charters like to Europe and stuff like that An incredible 
Yes that s quite a 

Yes I mean this thing was dazzling m terms of the breadth of this organization 
providing goodies to county employees 

So now he looks at it and he says Well what do you think 9 And of 
course I said Well you know I d like to get five bucks a ticket He said 
No we aren t going pay five bucks a ticket He said But 111 tell you what 
I 11 take 10 000 of them 10 000 of your best tickets at three bucks I said 
You ve got a deal I d already worked it out that that saves my executive 
director from going to jail saves me from being fired for m such a cavalier 
way saying No problem and then having to report back 
You can t sell the tickets 

Somebody s on the hook for this minimum you know this 17 000 we owe the 
Forum So I mean getting $30 000 m hand whew we re now already m the 
black And I gave him best seats without a blink You know he already had 
the thing It was like he was going to start to send out massive fliers 1972 
Ringling Bros Bamum & Bailey Circus for 1945 prices I mean he already 
had his marketing thing It was great And man all of a sudden I moved from 
deep depression to everything else is gravy now And I started hitting these 
employee associations and they started snapping them up like you wouldn t 
believe 

This is the rest of the tickets that you had 9 
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ROOS Had for a certain period of time The greatest attendance ever to see a circus m 

Los Angeles the Ringhng Bros Bamum & Bailey Circus I don t know if the 
record was ever beaten We sold out We made about twenty grand or fifteen 
It didn t matter you know We made money That s the point And 
everybody is like Well there was never a doubt I only knew the real story 
We had the whole cast of Mary Tyler Moore [Show] there at that show 
Nobody knew who they were Nobody knew Ed Asner Nobody knew 
They were there had the greatest time 

Had Wolfman Jack as my honorary ringmaster Solomon Burke It was 
unbelievable I almost had tears m my eyes I m taking my wife I don t 
know Shelby [Roos] wouldn t have been bom 
YATES I was going to say did you have any kids at that point? 

ROOS No And as you see all of these buses trekking toward the circus and then to 
walk m and absolutely see every seat m the Forum it was really extraordinary 
And of course the leadership of the agency they were center stage talking 
about EYOA We even passed a cup you know baskets like at church at one 
point in the deal collected even more money much to the horror of Jack Kent 
Cooke 

So here s the great aftermath Jerry Grote gets fired because Jack Kent 
said How could you ever ever sell tickets below what you re going to sell to 
the general public? And he fired the guy for the deal that he gave me I think 
he had a policy where nonprofits would have to pay the market rate from that 
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point on he was so offended by it And never ever could any group even 
though they bought out the entire venue could pass baskets to collect extra 
money [Laughter] But it was a home run I was presented to the board and 
big resolutions and it was quite a moment 

Now I tell that story because m my opinion it was on a grand scale the 
notion of taking a risk the extent of which I didn t quite appreciate but being 
able to adapt m a way in the fundraising field—I m only talking about 
fundraising—where you could meet some variation of the goal without it being 
a failure It was a real real lesson to me in fundraising which is that you have 
to be pretty fleet of foot that a lot of presumptions you have going m are not 
going to work out and you just have to be open to sensing the environment and 
sensing who or what group may be responsive to you and move m that 
direction 

YATES It also sounds like you learned that you can do that before you actually buy the 
tickets [Laughter] 

ROOS Yes Absolutely Absolutely That was just a twenty five year old kid who 
just you know there was no Eventually the executive director that 
succeeded Ernie Sprinkles Martine Samienego I mean eventually went to 
I mean he did 60 Minutes 60 Minutes got him I think they indicted him And 
111 tell you I knew Martme and he wasn t a criminal but it was a loosely run 
operation You had a lot of people who had never had executive leadership 
and believed m their trust of someone which is on a certain regard a very nice 
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way to be on the other hand leaves you certainly exposed to someone who 
wants to get you or someone who is saying These are the rules and 
regulations for auditing 
YATES And that wasn t happening 

ROOS That was not no Again I came in I said We can do this You just have to 
sign the contract 

YATES Nobody blinked an eye obviously 
ROOS Nobody blinked an eye 
YATES They didn t say Wait a minute 
ROOS Yes Can we lose 7 What happens if 
YATES If we don t 
ROOS Yes what happens if we don t 7 
YATES Aren t able to sell the tickets 
ROOS Don t worry about it [Laughter] 

YATES Quite the salesman 

ROOS Yes I know what I m doing Well I learned that I knew what I was doing but 
there were some moments Big big moments Whew 
YATES Yes I can just imagine That would be painful [Laughter] 

ROOS Very painful But that was my first sense that I could raise money In doing 
that I met a lot of people I stayed in touch with Certainly Lee Bluestone I 
stayed m touch with but even people other than that 
YATES Well before moving on from there is there anything else you want to add 
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about that experience? 

ROOS No I think that was my peak experience there It was almost like well it s 
time to leave mainly because the agency was really beginning to pull apart I 
think it lasted another five or six years 

YATES Now was that in part just because of the admmistiation? You were mentioning 
about Rumsfeld and the general tenor of the Nixon administration 
ROOS Yes just continual cuts and the pressure and the realization this is not going to 
go on Then of course you get to a certain level and if Latinos perceive that 
African Americans are still dominating the landscape and it s an African 
American executive dnector there becomes the fanning of We ve got to do 
this We ve got to off him so we can get more Latinos in the leadership 
There was always that undercurrent 
YATES So some splintering it sounds like 
ROOS Very much so 
YATES In terms of having a hard time 
ROOS Fighting over fewer and fewer dollars 

YATES Now I think you told me you left there at the end of 72 is that right? 

ROOS Yes 

YATES Then you went on to the Coro Foundation So talk about how that happened 
ROOS How that happened Well another good story So this African American guy 
calls me up one day and says I d like to come visit you His name was Alex 
Hartley He d been a cab driver and he d been admitted to something called the 
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Coro Foundation Well I found him to be a smart guy bright eyed optimistic 
very much into government politics public affairs So anyway he had called 
me to see if he could get an assignment with the Poverty program I don t 
know how he got my name but I said Sure 
I was going to ask you how he knew to contact you 
I don t know I don t know I think he called the executive director s office 
and for whatever reason they said Well tins is Resources Mobilization 
Whatever the reason you know 

So he explained the Coro Foundation winch I had heard about when I was 
in the first three or four months at USC grad school public administration But 
he explained it a lot more carefully It was an experience based training 
program where these kids over a nine month period rotated among 
businesses labor organizations community organizations political campaigns 
media organizations you know and really would get a great sense of the 
interactive aspects of a commumty in terms of shaping policy and its hegemony 
in the wider community 

So I said Great and so for three weeks he worked with us and I tried to 
move him around and would debrief him and ask him what he was interested 
in take him to meetings that type of thing So we became very friendly 

About three months later after he left he called me and he said Hey I 
want you to meet me I want to talk to you about something Fine We 
talked and he said The executive directorship for Coro Foundation Southern 
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California is open I want you to apply 

And in spite of the circus success I was still a very insecure person 
meaning that I did not particularly off of this high I didn t want another 
rejection It sounded great but I thought the organization was an endowed 
organization I know it had been around since 1942 and 1951 or so in L A 
YATES Right It started in San Francisco 
ROOS Right Right So I thought you know this thing 
YATES You were still pretty young 
ROOS Yes Im young 
YATES I mean not a lot of experience 

ROOS Exactly So I m thinking well this is a nice gesture on his part and I 
expressed that I said I don t want to go and apply and just be quickly 
dismissed He said Trust me He said You wont be I said That s 
hard to believe Anyway he talked me into going over Well boy what a 
shattering experience that was or the shattenng of illusion So I go and it s at 
the old Chester Williams Building on Fifth Street a broken down building It s 
on the top floor I walk in I can t believe this place It s in Coffee stains 
all over the carpet Just looks 
YATES Run down? 

ROOS Low end run down It looks bad 

So I talk to the director of traimng John Greenwood He told me about it 
and along the way I said Well how many applicants do you have? And he 




said If you apply two [Laughter] Well I said to myself I like the odds 
Now here was the thing that got it for me I still needed to feel like I was 
wholly responsible for an organization s success And when I say wholly 
responsible I mean like an orchestra leader motivating inspiring making all 
the parts come together but moving the organization to a different place 
successfully And I couldn t get over the fact that on their little graduate roster 
they had [Victor H ] Vic Fazio [Jr ] they had Dianne Feinstem they had 
[David S ] Dave Cunningham [Jr ] who was a sittmg city councilman 
YATES Some impressive people 
ROOS Very impressive people 
YATES Well they became impressive 
ROOS Exactly 

YATES Maybe at that point they were still early in their careers 
ROOS They became impressive There were enough of them where you said Wow 
you know this is real good How about twenty five active city managers from 
Beverly Hills to West Covina from Palo Al[to] I mean you know Pretty 
good Top people on the [California State] Senate and assembly staffs OK 
And that always was a real fixation of mine in talking about Coro How 
can it be failing 9 Because they were up front They said you know We re 
struggling If we didn t have Danforth Foundation funding the St Louis 
program 1 e we re stealing I mean they didn t you know but they were 


YATES Shifting 9 
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ROOS They were shifting funds from that to keep San Francisco going and L A Well 
starting San Francisco 

YATES They djust started St Louis hadn tthey 7 
ROOS Yes 

YATES And another program like Kansas 7 I was looking again at the history 
ROOS Yes St Louis had just started 

YATES Yes around that time 72 Let s see LA s 57 St Louis 72 Kansas City 
75 

ROOS When was St Louis 7 
YATES Since 1972 

ROOS That s right I don t think they had their first class until 73 but who knows 7 
YATES Right Well that still makes sense 
ROOS It doesn t matter Right 

YATES But what you re saying is they re not Even though they ve started this 
other 

ROOS Yes they were starting They had hired the staff and they were looking for 
places and they were talking to people about being the local support etc 
YATES But they were having problems financially then 
ROOS No San Francisco and L A were 
YATES That s what I meant I m sorry 

ROOS Yes the only people that had money were in St Louis because of the Danforth 
grant But you know when I say St Louis there was only All of the 
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Danforth Foundation money was held by Jack Sterny the chairman of Coro m 
Los Angeles But he would under the stricture of the grant or getting approval 
from Danforth support under the aegis that you needed the support of these 
two offices to make St Louis develop 

So when I came in So I took the job God I m trying I beat out a 
guy who was a Coro graduate This was a big deal for the organization that 
they hired a non Coro graduate to be the executive director Named Kent 
Brownndge You know what happened to Kent Brownridge 9 
No 

He became the number two guy at Rolling Stone with Jan Wenner Every time 
I ran into him I said You know you should have gotten you know 
became fabulously successful m that framework So that s what happened to 
him 

So now I m at Coro 

So it sounds like it s a difficult time for them 

I m coming into a depressing situation but this is great This is everything I 
wanted I mean this is high wire no guarantee this will be around next year 
And in fact I was making $ 14 000 a year at the Poverty program I had to peel 
my salary back to $1 000 a month 

So we got going I remember the first thing I did is that my wife and I 
came in and painted the whole place put logos on the wall you know 
Couldn t do anything about the carpet other than have it cleaned but rearranged 
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the whole thing so that it at least looked like an office 

There was a part time person named Cheryl Despatis and then there was a 
full time person named Anita something I fired Anita and asked Cheryl to 
become the secretary of Coro 
Why did you fire the person 9 

Well we didn t need two and Cheryl was by far the most competent and the 

most into it As a matter of fact she passed away way before her time but she 

became my executive secretary and assistant for all the years I was in the 

legislature So I mean it was a 

Continued The relationship continued beyond that 

Exactly 

OK so you re reorganizing you re consolidating 

Reorganizing consolidating spending a lot of time with the training director 
finding out the history reading files 

What was the budget for the program or for the L A office 9 

We were down to expected revenues m the area of $60 000 and we were 

paying these kids a stipend of $200 or 

The funding is still primarily coming out of this grant or do you 
No no no no No In San Francisco and L A the two established programs 
all local philanthropy And that s what had happened So I go back and I 
mean I m spending all of my time with every file we have reading the history 
of giving and all of sudden the hammer coming down 
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Well the one thing that became apparent to me is that corporate 
Remember you re still going through the angst of Vietnam You re going 
through the rebellious sixties and early seventies 
YATES Where you have a president who 

ROOS Coro was viewed as a pinko organization that only accepted Democrats and 
basically was a radical training ground 
YATES Really 

ROOS Well it s contextual the use of those words So then I started going around 
asking for meetings with funders and sure enough they would tell me stones 
that would make the hair on the back of my neck stand up which was you 
know We d have a young man or a young woman and they would come into 
our business and say What you re doing is immoral you know start 
lectunng them 

Well I mean I said This is not what we re trying to do with it We re 
trying to open people s eyes to the way things work I think spirited 
encounters are always fine but they should never be disrespectful and they 
should always be in terms of a challenge that s based upon real observation and 
learning as a result of that 

YATES I m sorry I m going to interrupt you to turn the tape over 
[End Tape 2 Side A] 

[Begin Tape 2 Side B] 

YATES So you were talking about the problem with the funding and the correlation 
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between the people [Inaudible] 

There is clear correlation between people just being turned off by the Coro 
fellows—I think they were called interns—and I said We re going to make it 
the Coro Fellows Program But they were turned off and we had to do 
something about it or we were going to perish 

Selection is a very very interesting process by which there are a number of 
group activities and single interviews and what we do is we bring a panoply of 
leaders in to interview the twenty four finalists 

I was going to ask you just for context up to that point then how many 

interns did they take on 9 

Twelve in each city 

OK A year For nine months 

But we would get close to a hundred applications for each center 
That was my next question was then to give context how many were 
applying 

Right So it had some good relationships You had some good people at 
UCLA [University of California Los Angeles] UC [University of California] 
Riverside around the state and around the country that had heard of Coro was 
impressed by it its method and would say to Susan or to Mike who may be 
saying Oh you know I don t want to go to law school You ought to look 
into the Coro Foundation and they did 


Well we did a couple of things I looked at the number of applications and 
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I said For at least our center we re going to have an application fee I mean 
everybody has an application fee I also instituted a tuition policy which there 
would be a no nterest payoff after you graduated But I said We ve got to 
begin to have people reinvest in us 
YATES So up until that point then basically the foundation paid 
ROOS Just paid a stipend Said there was tuition but never ever tried to collect and 
gave them a stipend of $ 100 a month for each You know that s $ 1 200 a 

month or maybe even a little more I can t precisely remember 
YATES You mean $100 a week? 

ROOS No $100 a month 
YATES A month OK 

ROOS Remember this was 1970 I mean did it completely support? No but it went 
a long way At least it paid for the rent 
YATES So $1 200 a year then 
ROOS Exactly Exactly 

And see the attraction of Coro too at that time it was a nine month 
internship program followed by a three month ability to go to Occidental and 
get a master s degree you see? So that was the real tantalizing relationship 
YATES Yes so this was already established with Occidental College then this 
relationship 
ROOS Right Right 

YATES So now you re going to ask people to pay a tuition 
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Yes And again they can do it and get it out of the way with or they can pick 
one of three plans 

Now you started to talk about the process the interviewing the selecting of the 
individuals 

Yes So anyway I got together with And I m doing two things I only had 
like two to three active board members I had a big name board but nobody 
came Nobody cared 
So each center had their own board 

Yes Local board So while I m looking inwardly I m also saying I ve got to 
get some directors I ve got to get some people who are going to buy into this 
And I knew I wasn t going to be able to get the president of Security Bank or 
the president of ARCO [Atlantic Richfield Company] so I began to look at 
those most active elements at the second tier like directors of legislative affairs 
or vice president for government relations and I quickly built a very impressive 
board that way I had a judge I had a philanthropist I mean I put together a 
really solid board and they responded in kind 

So I said We ve got to do something financially We aren t going to be 
able to do it m the short run other than to expose ourselves to new and some 
of these people were new so they immediately got their compames to do 5 000 
or 3 000 you know enough I mean so money started coming in 

But I said We ultimately have to change the way m which we recruit and 
select We ve got to be more active m recruiting Republicans people who call 
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themselves Republicans and should be able to show them the value of the 
organization We have to strictly adhere to our self image and self definition 
that we are truly a nonpartisan training organization And then secondly we 
have to recruit more extensively And then thirdly we have to go and use 
these new people one on one with our former supporters and current 
supporters to build their confidence that this is a program worth funding And 
we were able to achieve all of those actually 

One of the people I recruited was Craig Fuller who ultimately became 
Ronald [W ] Reagan s cabinet secretary and then George [Herbert Walker] 
Bush s chief of staff Another guy who was a little lower down [Harold Peter] 
H P Goldfield in the Reagan administration But we really began to have 
great impact of choosing people who did see the world differently And of 
course it made the training You would be on your internship for four days 
a week and then you would meet as a group where there were a lot of group 
dynamics and a lot of group games And it made the group exercise so much 
more fascinating because you would have people with different philosophies 
and it would mirror more what one would encounter like in a legislative 
setting 

YATES These changes you re making along the way how did those changes affect 

where people were placed or how you went about looking at where people did 
their internships if it did 7 

ROOS Yes Yes there was discussion about placement of We aren t going to do 



85 


just do this m a cavalier way But there was no overt jurying People usually 
got what they wanted The training director would discuss with them Okay 
here are the media assignments What are you interested m 9 Print 9 
Broadcast 9 That type of thing 

YATES OK so it sounds like it was mutual The individual shows what they re 
interested m and then the organization helps find a place for them 

ROOS Right And in fact to give you one example of where People couldn t 

believe I did this but I did it But I actually kicked a fellow out of the program 
mainly because they began working for a state senate candidate and it was time 
to move and he said No I m staying here because I know he s going to win 
and I m going to be his chief of staff 

And I said Well you ve got a choice to make because you can always 
take the next assignment which is what you re obligated to do and after that 
assignment is over at five o clock go back and work for him Well he drew 
the line in the sand and we graduated eleven not twelve people that year He 
went on to become a very successful political lawyer in San Francisco In fact 
I saw him about a year ago But we didn t play You re m a political 
situation with funders and everything else but other than the match thing and 
also asking interns to do things on the basis that it would help us with our 
funding base but it would also help them in terms of being exposed to 
influential people So it was symbiotic It was pretty laissez faire in terms of 
the way we ran that thing 
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Now you said that then they could go to Occidental and finish up How did 
that work 9 

Well Occidental credited them with the mne month expenence and then they 
did some intensive coursework and would receive a master s 
And did everybody pretty much do that 9 
Sure Too valuable a credential Yes 

Well it sounds like it helped you to also build relationships m the community 
Oh The most significant Forget about the Poverty program The Poverty 
program gave me a great level of confidence about working for the first time 
really working and being applauded for my work That s what I took away 
from there I could work with anybody Was I liked by everybody 9 No But I 
could work with everybody and get things done get some things done that were 
tangible and to such a level that people You know they d have special 
meetings to introduce me or give me a public award So that was just a great 
sense of confidence building and meeting some great people 

But the relationships I met in Coro turned out to be my secret weapon 
when I ran for the legislature That s what I had going for me And the ability 
Now you know since the time of the circus I had really been You 
know executive director is nothing more than the fundraiser so I had learned 
how to talk to people about raising money 
And persuading them 9 

Exactly Knowing you know thinking about what would be interesting to get 
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the attention for the Coro program So yon had to think about how do you 
really do fundraising And I d recruited the general manager of KNX FM who 


was Again he s in sales and he taught me an awful lot Bob Nelson 
YATES What did you learn 7 

ROOS Well just ask for the order That s basically it And most people don t want to 
ask for tine order They get uncomfortable Well Susan if you can help me 
I d appreciate it versus Susan I m here because we need $5 000 and we 
need it today and I would deeply appreciate it and here s why I think it s 
beneficial but Susan I need the $5 000 And then shutting up because most 
people will 

YATES Keep talking 

ROOS ‘No OK stop OK 7 Oh I know it s Christmas you know Now you 
start talking everybody including yourself out of it I know it s Christmas 
I remember you re telling me about your husband and you re wanting to 
YATES So be direct 
ROOS You have to say I need $5 000 
YATES Keep it simple 

ROOS And then everybody gets And I learned that I never perceived it I learned 
that if you shut up everybody gets uncomfortable but I keep looking at you 
and you know it s your turn to talk You re just trying to Holy shit 1 How 
do I get out of this 7 [Laughter] And you know and great Sometimes you 11 
say Can t do five but three is OK 



OK Susan I understand 111 come back for the two you know later in 
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the year 

Other tilings you learned from your experience at the Coro Foundation*? 

Well just great people I mean all these city managers around I spent a lot of 
time Then I went to Sacramento We always had a week in Sacramento 
with our fellows where 
Oh did you 9 That makes sense 

Sure So now for the first time I get to meet Willie [L ] Brown [Jr ] s 
coming m to talk to us Leo [T ] McCarthy s coming in to talk to us [David 
A ] Dave Roberti s coming m to talk to us 
So you were saying this is a group to meet the fellows 

Yes We met with Ronald Reagan Fabulous Sad I mean you know because 
I was prepared not to like Reagan because of his politics but absolutely 
charming wonderful was perfect with the fellows They were all trying to 
give him a hara time because most of them his politics weren t They 
weren t on the same page And the only thing that he did that I thought was 
classic Ronald Reagan Here I am to be criticized somebody said something 
about Well Governor what are you doing about the job problem 9 
There s no problem 
What do you mean 9 

Well I mean do you ever pick up the paper 9 


Yes we do 
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Do you ever see how many want ads there are out there 7 
He says There s plenty of work 

And I ve got to tell you it was like this guy has not applied for a job 
because you know first of all a lot of them are just dummy ads to keep the 
There s no real job there they just want to build up their files And that there 
are hundreds of people applying for every one But he was serious as a heart 
attack He really did believe I look at those want ads every day and 
sometimes you keep seeing the same ones Obviously there s a job and 
nobody s taking it 

YATES I want us to come back to Reagan but just so I understand you said you would 
meet up there for a week 
ROOS Yes 

YATES And then obviously meet with key individuals in state government 
ROOS Yes Lobbyists You d meet with everybody lobbyists bureaucrats 
politicians to get a feel for how all this 

YATES Yes So the individual would talk for a while then there would be a question 
and answer period 7 
ROOS Sure Sure 
YATES OK With Reagan 

ROOS In fact most of it wasn t a—quote— interview It was not Let me tell you 
about my five point program for turning California around It was Nice to 
see you Thank you Here we have some time together Go ahead 
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Governor 

[Laughter] Particularly with that situation with Reagan I take it he wasn t 
alone with you he had staff members there 
No he was alone 
He was alone 9 OK 

Yes All of them are alone I mean the program is a fantastic fantastic 
program because they d have their assignment One or two times a week 
we would have an interview like in somebody s home and you d have [Philip 
E ] Phil Watson [Edmund G ] Jerry 5 Brown [Jr ] The sense of being in this 
community was never until I was elected obviously was never as keen as at 
that time of my life Really something 

What was Willie Brown like 9 Was that the first time you met him 9 

Sure Extraordinary Just as extraordinary as he was yesterday when I was 

talking to him about having to leave his dinner early You know I mean 

nothing changes He s a remarkable remarkable individual 

It sounds like this was really an ideal situation because you re meeting both 

businesspeople as well as people at all levels of government then 

Yes labor All the labor guys My closest friend was the number two guy at 

the Jomt Council of Teamsters My closest board member and closest friend 

Jim Peck 

It sounds like you tried to get a mixture of people on the board 
Absolutely 


ROOS 
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Both conservative as well as liberal 

Ethnic conservative liberal business labor Yes Media Everything we did 
But the seeds of destruction also lied therein which was that I really like to 
believe and I don t think that I m being imaginary about this I don t think 
anybody could have told you what affiliation I was because I was scrupulous 
in terms of walking that path of nonpartisanship and not caring about Even 
though I cared very deeply And you know after a couple of years I thought I 
want to scream out about some of this stuff I would get into conversations but 
I d tread very lightly and if it ever notched up a little bit in terms of intensity 
I d back right away 
That would show your leanings 
Sure Sure 

Your Democratic leanings or liberal leanings 7 

Sure Sure And as my girlfriend [Nancy Nickerson] says today Nobody 
would ever believe you are who you are because of the way that I dress You 
know I dress like a I always have my tie on and you know 
You have your business suit on for the recorder You have your business suit 
on [Laughter] 

Exactly Exactly And I am a much different person I mean I like to dress 
this way I like to dress But I think most people who would just see me would 
think that I am moderate Republican 
So you like to keep them guessing 7 
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Yes exactly and Coro taught me the value of keeping people guessing and the 
legislature reinforced that I worked with members who you always knew 
where they were going to be And guess what So you could always put them 
as an aye or a no You didn t even have to talk to them It was always the 
middle ground that you sought the people who might be standing on the 
middle ground who every time you saw them you said Well hmm 
You don t know which way they re going to go 

That s a surprising vote for her which says in your little notepad Next time 
I have something I m going to go talk to her I may just find a way based 
upon this vote So yes you keep your And that s what Coro always tried 
to teach Have a compass have a framework but try to listen hard You may 
be surprised It may be the same voice it may begin to sound like the same 
message but if you fall asleep or are lulled mto thinking it is you really may 
miss something that s surprising interested and needed 
Sounds like invaluable experience 

Invaluable at every level Because I used to sit m on a lot of the training 
sessions because they were well done 

We can wrap with the Coro Foundation unless there s something else you want 
to add You were mentioning these training sessions or the They go to the 
internship four days a week 
Right 

And then the fifth day? 
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ROOS They re all in the office with a full day of group 
YATES Yes and who was involved in that 7 You obviously 

ROOS Well not me obviously I would duck in and sometimes they would formally 
have me do something but the director of training I mean they had a 
conscious cumcula They do things 

YATES I was wondering if you brought other people from outside to do that 
ROOS Oh sure every now and then Sometimes that would be Yes 

YATES So why did you leave the Coro Foundation 9 

ROOS Two reasons opportunity and again a restlessness Remember I haven t had 
a job for more than two years The restlessness was this increasing OK 
now I ve seen all these people from Ronald Reagan to [Kenneth L ] Ken 
Maddy or [Robert G ] Beverly on the Republican side to Willie Brown and 
Leo McCarthy I ve seen all the city council of I ve become friends with 
the county assessor I ve met countless top organizational heads in the public 
enterprise I want to be there you know I want to be able to argue or support 
or implement or develop policy and that was it 

Coro was like fabulous I mean I was certainly supporting my family 
very mcely my salary had risen very appreciably And it was fun you know 
And every year a whole fresh face One person I recruited was Phil 
Angehdes who s now treasurer of the State of California Along the way he 
was my chief of staff when I was majority leader These are great things to 
have happen to you to meet somebody who you know is gomg to do great 
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things somewhere someplace 

But I just found it increasingly Well in direct relationship to how 
successful the organization was I got the first endowment I got the May 
Company to give a $50 000 endowment and I felt like I had done what I 
needed to do very frankly But more than anything because remember we 
talked a little bit about my own sense of complacency on things 9 
YATES Yes 

ROOS Well in a way it had set m I wasn t looking but I go to a cocktail party and a 
city councilman comes up to me and says I want to have lunch Well I have 
no idea I thought it d probably be you know I ve heard about your program 
I want to get an intern for my campaign Well he offered me to be his chief 
deputy He had illusions of running for the [Los Angeles] Board of Supervisors 
again 

YATES This is Marvin Braude 9 

ROOS Yes And even though I thought Marvm certainly had his idiosyncrasies man 
that sounded great Chief deputy to a city councilman That s what I want to 
do 

YATES So you took it 
ROOS I took it 
YATES Now this was 75 
ROOS Yes 


YATES 


that this happened 9 
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September 

OK Well tell me what exactly that entailed being chief deputy 
Well what it entailed he wanted me to dress up his image He wanted me to 
help him learn a lot more about fundraising He had a policy person who 
interestingly was Cindy Miscikowski who now is on the [Los Angeles] City 
Council But she was out in the district office and I wasn t going to take those 
completely political jobs without having policy mput And pretty much policy 
authority say for him I mean if I were chief deputy I wanted to be able to 
argue with the boss having argued with the staff but saying This is my 
recommendation trying to develop a consensus And so I got to do all of 
those things 

The fact is is that Marvin is the most unlikely politician you will ever meet 
in your life 
Why do you say that 9 

Well not You know he can be but [he] was really very diffident on a 
social basis sometimes could be perceived as rude and arrogant and dressed 
like an earth guy Not collegial at all Very smart but would almost sneer at 
those who he thought were lessers The first thing I recommended to him I 
said ‘You know it s a great idea when you re walk into the chamber to say 
good mommg to everybody particularly to the people who sit to the nght and 
left of you 

How did he take that 9 



96 


ROOS 

YATES 

ROOS 

YATES 

ROOS 


YATES 

ROOS 


YATES 

ROOS 


Well I mean we got to that I mean at that point I was fairly confident 

about Let him fire me you know I can do other things I knew that he felt 

he had more of a need in me than I had a need in him 

Well he actively pursued you 

He actively pursued me 

So he must have had something m mind 

And one of the great dividends is like immediately I make very close friends 
with John Ferraro—I know Ferraro would have hired me—and other members 
of the council who I would naturally gravitate to as opposed to Marvin but 
my commitment and loyalty was to Marvin He was just very very It was 
very difficult because it was always a fight between what he really wanted to 
be versus what he knew he needed to be in order to go to the next level 
So really a personality issue 9 

Yes As I said a very very strange personality for public life And got there 
the best way I mean he was really probably self selected Everybody who 
gets in I think is self selected even though everybody will say Oh they 
wanted me to run Yes I just don t believe it Nobody ever asked me to run 
Or if I did I knew they had a self interest 
But you ve got to be motivated and want to do it 9 

Yes But he really cared and you can t take anything away from him in this 
regard He is everything that he s said to be He clearly believed that the Santa 
Momca Mountains were a resource and they need to be preserved and loathed 
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the idea of this wholesale development He cared about the ocean and 
waterways and believed m the development of activities such as bicycling on 
the He was a true environmentalist There s no doubt in my mind 
YATES What policy issues were you working on at that point? You were with him 
from 75 to 76 is that right? 

ROOS Well I didn t do policy as it happened because policy Policy at the city 
council is almost an oxymoron City council policy is almost an oxymoron 
meaning that the real action is making sure that the dead dogs get picked up off 
the roadway to make sure that the tree trimming is happemng to make sure 
that that repaving So I learned a lot about that and how to move 
bureaucracies That s what I did 

Cindy Miscikowsla was thinking about all of the kinds of things out m the 
West L A office that would eventually come to fruition through planning 
policy Slope density Given a given slope what should be the maximum 
authorized units in that area? The smoking ordinance Now would I get 
involved and would I Yes 

111 never forget one of the great relationships I have is with a guy named 
[Michael R ] Mike Peevey now president of the [California] Public Utilities 
Commission but at the time executive VP of [Southern California] Edison 
when there was a statewide ballot initiative on nuclear energy And I knew 
Marvin was a dead no Peevey came m and basically argued Marvin into 
opposing the initiative which I thought was phenomenal phenomenal work on 



98 


Peevey s part But pointed out all the flaws as it was drafted And good for 
Marvin and also good for me m terms of understanding what Peevey was 
saying and the policy and the policy flaws That s one of the few real policy 
things and again that was whether you were going to support endorse or 
oppose a ballot initiative 

YATES Now you mentioned the fundraising aspect I assume that that was partly why 
he hired you because he was interested m running for the Board of 
Supervisors 
ROOS Right 
YATES So talk about that 

ROOS Well at that time I put together the biggest fundraiser he had ever had in his 
life and the way I did it is that again he represented the silk stocking area of 
Los Angeles I asked him to just put down all the people that he knew and he 
did it and it was a knockout list coupled with the other people that had given 
him money Then I said Here s what we re going to do and again he did it 
I said I m going to designate the ones you have to call personally and you ve 
got to ask them to support you by buying a table He had never done any of 
that And it was j ust a phenomenal success 

It was so phenomenal that it ruined my parents great gift over Christmas 
My father took my two sisters me and our families to Bermuda No Jamaica 
Not Jamaica Bahamas He d been to the Bahamas with my mother and they 
thought that was just great so he got a place Took us all I get two phone 



99 


YATES 

ROOS 

YATES 

ROOS 


calls The first phone call When you coming back 7 I said Well you know 
when I m coming back I told you Then the next one You gotta get back 
This fundraiser s not doing well Well of course it wasn t domg well 
because he wasn t making the calls It was basically over between Christmas 
and New Year s The thing wasn t until the end of January first of February 
you know and nobody s going to buy But I went back My father never liked 
Marvin because of that 

Well who did you develop relationships with Let me back up I m 
thinking you ve made all these contacts 
Yes I now have a Rolodex 

through Coro Foundation so now [you re] connected to the city council 
How did that change or help you develop other contacts 7 
Well the mam contact is that every lobbyist would come by and see me 
because I was so anathema to the image of Marvin Braude s office I was 
accessible I could talk to them I could be honest with them You don t have 
a chance If you do this maybe You know give them direction So I got to 
know Those were a new layer of contacts people who lobbied for the 
Edison Company or the engineers and architects that type of thing The 
retailers So I got to know that cadre 

Most importantly were really the relationships I developed with Dave 
Cunningham and John Ferraro two members of the council I mean they were 
certainly my supenor but they treated me like an equal 
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YATES So you had the opportunity to interact with membeis 

ROOS Interact and I mean really get close to them And that will come into play when 
I decide to run for office 

YATES OK Well do you want to get to that and start that*? 

ROOS Sure 

YATES Oh wait But then you also We ve got about ten more minutes Let me 
ask you first then how does working on the [James E ] Carter presidential 
campaign fit in 9 

ROOS Oh 

YATES Right 9 Because that s 76 I know I m jumping around 

ROOS Yes that s OK 

YATES I m sort of moving chronologically but then 

ROOS Yes No it isn t jumping around 

YATES So talk about that 

ROOS So 111 never forget when Carter is elected The cover of Time Magazine is 
[Dale] Bumpers of Arkansas Carter of Georgia and [Reubm O Donovan] 
Askew of Florida OK 9 They re the cover and it s called the New South and 
I mean why I didn t keep that magazine because it was like something I would 
read every few weeks Yes 1 You know it was like here s the transformation 
of the South All three of them had been governors who m their inaugural 
basically said the days of racism are They re through This is a new era 
And it was so exciting to me as a southerner 
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Well lo and behold Carter announces in 75 or early Probably late 
75 He s going to be president Hey I want to work for this guy As I 
alluded to before you were still m the pre Watergate—quote— reforms 
where there actually were headquarters There were actually places where 
people could congregate You could do things whether it was a phone bank or 
get bumper strips or actually walk a precinct and certainly raise money 
YATES You said pre Watergate You mean post Watergate*? 

ROOS Post Watergate yes 
YATES OK 

ROOS Yes the pre Watergate reforms 
YATES OK I got you So that little window 

ROOS Exactly Right So anyway the headquarters in here was at Metropolitan 
Theaters a big movie theater chain owned by the Corwin family Bruce 
Corwin Coro graduate I call up Bruce Hey I just want to volunteer 
Come on out 

Anyway that was a new place to make even more contacts and learn more 
things The culmination of that period was I actually put some people at 
$1 000 or some You know it was a big price into a private meeting with 
Carter and I got to sit m on the meeting and meet Jimmy Carter and it was just 
Whew' 

YATES What was he like 9 You hear so much about him now but talk about 
ROOS Well I really got to know him so I mean I was just spellbound because here 
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was a guy by the time we had this little thing he clearly had the big 
momentum and he was just a southern gentleman quiet but strong clear and 
just was singularly impressive 

It was at the Beverly Hilton Hotel m a suite and it was just probably a 
peak point for my life up until then just to be m the room even though he 
wasn t even president But I thought in the progression of my profession this 
is what I d been working for 

YATES You mentioned volunteering for the Carter presidential campaign 

ROOS Yes 

YATES I noted in your bio it said you were on the state Finance Committee Does that 
sound right? 

ROOS Oh yes that s right 

YATES So you were basically helping with fundraising again? 

ROOS Yes Yes whether it would be calling people to try to send m five or you 

know small contributors Because of the city council position I knew some 
people I could call and they were talking about a fundraiser and there was 
going to be this private meeting before or after a big dinner And I was able to 
say I think I can do something 

Fine If you can do something you can give them the room Perfect 

YATES Let me just wrap up with this I want to get your sense of what was going on if 
you re aware of it with the Democratic Party organizations in Los Angeles at 


that time 
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Awful Just awful 

Because I was wondering if you had any interest in getting involved 
No No I knew that Instinctively I knew I was not a party guy And I don t 
know why Probably because it just seemed so They always seemed to be 
followers not leaders The party didn t seem to be anything but tag alongs 
and I was nght about that That perception proved to be correct 

In terms of the people that Carter sent out I thought they were fairly awful 
you know Then retrospectively you find out well their mission is 
impossible They ve got to keep all of these activists who are just nuts m 
many respects at bay Everybody wants to be a delegate You ve got to sort 
that out between the people who have raised money and the people who have 
some sensibility knowing that this could be a contentious convention You 
can t afford to have people who are going to be freewheelers you know decide 
all of a sudden if [Edward M ] Teddy Kennedy walks out we re going to go for 
him 

So you knew you didn t want to get involved m any local 
Democratic Party activities yes 

Yes At that point the CDC [California Democratic Council] was really not 
functioning all that well or effectively 
No 

Is that your observation? 

And the CDC Yes that s my observation It would still get a headline 
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every now and then but it was my observation and again without much 
investigation but just doing my own stereotype I felt I wouldn t fit m that I 
felt they were too liberal for where I felt I was I m very much a [William J ] 
Clinton kind of Democrat Or Clinton isn t Mike Roos Democrat meaning 
that I think we were furious about social injustice and people if they just 
talked about that we would be on the wacko end of the There isn t 

anything you shouldn t do to ensure equality of opportunity m this society But 
increasingly on the financing issues and the priorities in the state or the country 

YATES More moderate 
ROOS Much more moderate 
YATES Centrist 
ROOS Yes Centrist Exactly 

YATES Well I think this is probably a good place to stop because then next time we 
meet we can get into your decision to run for the assembly and all that s 
involved m that 
ROOS Great 

YATES So how does that sound 7 OK 7 
ROOS Perfect 
[End Tape 2 SideB] 


[Session 3 January 12 2004] 
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[Begin Tape 3 Side A] 

YATES Great Let s get stalled Good morning again We were talking for a minute 
before turning on the tape It s been a few weeks since we met but as I was 
reminding you when we left off last time we talked about some of the things 
you were doing working as chief deputy for Marvin Braude and then got into a 
little bit about the 1976 Carter presidential campaign And I didn t know if 
there was anything you thought of to add to that or if we d covered it 
sufficiently 

ROOS Other than that elective office really had never been something that I aspired to 
because it just seemed too wondrous to me How do you get there? And yet I 
knew people who came from no particular pedigree got there But I wasn t 
thinking about that I had trained to be and had more or less described or 
thought of myself as a political operative you know a great administrative 
assistant that when Carter ran it was a confluence of wanting to prove to the 
world that all southerners weren t as they were preconceived to be Carter so 
embodied that thought and so I was really drawn to him 

And also I thought on a practical side that that might be an interesting 
pathway of joining that administration So that really became an objective in 
1976 

YATES So you were seeing connections at the national level versus the state level in 
terms of the kind of activity? 


ROOS 


Absolutely 
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What were you thinking you might like to do 9 

Well you know there was no specific job but the idea of working m the White 
House was a terrifically thrilling thought 

Yes So the energy level of working on a campaign and being involved in 
some way 

Yes and for someone who you really believed in as president 
Were you involved in the campaign right through the election in November 9 
Yes but you know it was a time before all of these restrictive campaign limits 
came in and so you really had a headquarters you really had phone banks you 
really had voter contact opportunities which are nonexistent anymore I mean 
particularly in California That s why Iowa and New Hampshire are so critical 
because it s the only place where a person who says I want to run for 
president can go out meet voters one by one by one where there really is an 
impact and it makes a difference and the voter sizes them up and makes their 
choice In every other state it s because of the—quote unquote— reforms 
you know it s a media high roller type of relationship only because there s no 
time to do anything else 

Now I know you were—and we talked about this a little bit before—that you 
were on the state Finance Committee for that particular campaign and then you 
were just mentioning a little bit about the excitement of what it was really like 
Talk a little bit more maybe about your experience working on the campaign 
and what you were getting out of that that you hadn t before in terms of 
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experience whatever 

Well all politics are local truly and you can never underestimate the value of 
relationships And so it was meeting a whole new subset of relationships 
people who were involved in very disparate areas of Los Angeles greater Los 
Angeles life civic life And you know it was unconsciously expanding people 
who thought that they had a better sense of me because they got to view me for 
several months m glimpses and people who I wanted to know or enjoyed 
knowing whe^e I thought I knew them better by virtue of these glimpses that 
you would get going out to the campaign headquarters every evening or every 
other evemng 

So these are the people you are actually working with or both who you re 
working with and then making contact with as part of the committee 
Yes people who had come together under the draw of Jimmy Carter for 
president 

Who were you getting to know that you didn t know at that point 7 
Well Bruce Corwin who I d known a little bit I got to know a lot better He 
ran a company called Metropolitan Theaters that has theater chams in Santa 
Barbara Palm Springs Los Angeles other places I m sure 
I think I do remember you mentioning his name but not 
Yes president [Bruce Corwin] of the Fire Commission and a very strong 
[Thomas] Tom Bradley supporter I met a guy named Roger Lewis who was a 
dentist Met Bob Bush who was I think a chief of staff to county supervisor 
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Ed Edelman I can t enumerate all the people but it was just Mickey 
Kantor who obviously became huge m the Bill Clinton operation But it was 
that type of a feel of just meeting a lot of people who maybe I d met casually 
or passmgly but really that s what campaigns do They bring people with 
energy for the implementation of the idealization of what that candidate stands 
for and you really do put a lot of effort into it and in doing that it s 
collaborative and it s one of slicing through layers of resistance if you will m 
terms of getting to know someone else And that s extraordinarily valuable 
So I take it you re basically going out then and raising money Is that what 
the state Finance Committee is doing 9 

Well trying I felt that I was fairly accomplished at that having run a 
nonprofit Coro In fact there was a fellow Don Gevertz who just passed 
away a couple of years ago but he was the finance director and a good 
fundraiser and I learned some things from him and I think he learned a couple 
of things from me 

New things that you hadn t thought about in terms of fundraising or 
No not really but just watching a guy pound somebody into giving 
Now were you still serving as chief deputy then during this time 9 
Yes I was This was all on my own time 

So then talk about the timing in terms of running for the assembly seat And 
for the record it was the Forty sixth Assembly District seat because that s 
1977 so not too long after the [presidential election] 
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Right So Carter gets elected It became abundantly clear to me prior to the 
actual election that there was a disconnect between California and the personnel 
operation of Jimmy Carter unless you had been a significant giver to the 
campaign only because the political operation really did not speak on a peer 
level with the White House You know there may have been some exceptions 
but in terms of the relationships that I had my resume was not going to find its 
way to anybody s real attention 

So I knew that I continued to pursue it I think that I did submit mine 
and again I never even received a letter saying We ve reviewed it and we 
just have too many people applying for too few jobs None of that So I 
continued on with my life and then You know God works m mysterious 
ways A great three comer shot happened which was that Carter appoints 
Charlie Warren who was the assemblyman for the Forty sixth Assembly 
District the area in which I d resided since I d moved to California to chair the 
Council on Environmental Quality Well Charlie was a fairly young guy I 
mean everyone anticipated that he would just be there forever pre term limits 
You mean in the assembly seat 

Sure sure So I never even thought about the state legislature If I d thought 
about any public office it was for city council office Not Marvin Braude s 
because I wasn t a part of the Westside I wasn t going to move to the 
Westside 

But it made sense that you might go m that [direction] 
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Yes I mean I had worked at the city I kind of understood its processes and 
you know clearly had the notion of serving my community Made a lot of 
sense 

Well so now I hear that Charlie Warren s going to get this appointment 
and that seat will be available And I thought Perfect This is it I must tell 
you I m not so sure at that moment I could have told you that there were 120 
members of the legislature that 40 were in the senate 80 were in the assembly 
I knew frighteningly few things about that 

So anyway I had my network people who I immediately called And one 
thing that I have learned was that no one asks you to run Now maybe 
someone ultimately asked George Bush junior to run I don t know I find it 
highly suspect highly suspect 
That that person has to be 

Brought into it I think it s all self motivation I think that everybody The 
only time you re ever asked to run is when the person knows the answer is 
going to be No I m not interested m that race or It s too difficult 
Because when someone asks you to do something it s a concomitant 
commitment once they say yes that you have a bilateral responsibility to raise 
money to And not many people really other than family members are 
really up for that 

So anyway I had learned that if you ever want to have a shot at support 
you don t call up some I don t call up Susan and say Susan I m thinking 
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about running for the Forty sixth Assembly District It s going to be an open 
seat 

Because Susan invariably will say That s great Oh wonderful But 
have you thought about this? And they will give five reasons that will 
ultimately lead to Let me think about it which is to say you made the phone 
call you ve gone through challenges that raise questions in your own mind 
about the reliability of your decision and you haven t even walked away with 
the person s support 

So what I learned is is that you call up your close friends and say Susan 
I ve made an influential decision an important decision for me I am running 
for the Forty sixth Assembly District and I need and I want your help And 
there is a huge difference m terms of the framework that that casts with most 
people saying who are close friends Terrific I m with you Tell me what 
you want me to do 

YATES And you said you learned this Did you do this exact thing when you ran for 
the seat? 

ROOS Actually it s a story that I didn t share earlier because there wasn t quite the 
context for it But what happened is is that when I joined the city council 
I m sorry Pnor to working for Braude and while I was at Coro but thinking 
about Well Coro is solid now It s ready for someone else my city 
councilman [Robert J ] Bob Stevenson died And I made one phone call or 
two phone calls maybe four phone calls but no more than that of exploration 
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where I said What do you think? 

And all four of them said Well the widow is going to run and she 11 be a 
lock or You aren t ready or you know a variety of things like that And it 
was listening to those answers all of winch were good and m fact most of the 
three or four two or one that I made all said the widow would run and 
successfully run and sure enough they were right 
That s what happened? 

That is what happened Peggy Stevenson And yet if you isolate and remove 
that from the conversation I just learned a lot about what happens when you 
want to muse with people what you re thinking 
But it helped that you had that previous experience 

Yes exactly Exactly What it brought out what I learned was I think within 
me I wasn 1100 percent determined to do it 
Tins is for the city council? 

The city council exactly So I said to myself The next time this thought 
comes if it ever comes again I will know whether I m 100 plus percent or not 
before I make the first phone call 

This may be a difficult question to answer but what made the difference for 
you or why were you that much more sure when tins seat came up that Yes 
I m definitely going to say I m running ? 

It s not a difficult First of all it s a very incisive and insightful question 
but it s not hard to answer I think that so much of my career decisions have 
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been made on the basis of frustration with the status quo And I clearly enjoyed 
the city council Marvin was such a maverick that it was very difficult if m 
fact he brought me m because he had a set goal that he wanted to achieve And 
I am of the organizational temperament for everything ought to feed into 
accomplishing that goal And basically his moving with fits and starts but 
usually with backpedahng on that goal it just became not a very rewarding 
expenence working for him 

There were great rewards in terms of the relationships I had built with 
David Cunningham certainly John Ferraro first and foremost and other 
members of the council and more importantly other chief deputies and 
deputies m the council But very frankly I was looking I was looking hard 
And unlike the expenence I told you when I first got out of graduate school I 
knew I wanted to be in public service I knew I wanted to be in government I 
just thought there was more for me even though I had a mce title and a city car 
and a more than adequate salary I just wanted more of the challenges that 
public service political public service brought 

So when I heard it I knew instantaneously instantaneously at 100 percent 
level no you know walking around the block no 
YATES No doubts about it 

ROOS No doubts no fifty phone calls to my top fifty friends What do you think*? 

Hey batter batter I just knew I wanted to do it This was a huge step This 
was my community This was something that You know so it s a special 
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election so I 11 lose five months of my life OK 
YATES What about your family*? 

ROOS Family 1 ? Family 1 ? [Laughter] Well I mean exactly That s always the 
YATES What did your wife think of that decision or did you talk about it together*? 
ROOS Of course You know I said I want to do this I think that I explained to 
her We had a five year old and a three year old They were both for me 
YATES [Laughter] Of course 

ROOS You know and I explained it and she really seemed to be and I think was very 
much for the risk that was assumed Remember I m thirty years old thirty one 
years old I m thirty one years old 
YATES Yes you re young 

ROOS She knew that I didn t see the Braude job as a long term relationship 
YATES Right And if you d been looking for things I mean keeping your options 
open anyway 

ROOS Right right And I felt that you know First of all I really did believe I 

could win even though the idea was extremely challenging This would be like 
getting on one of those reality shows I m sure everybody believes they re 
going to wm but you have no idea You have the romantic side of what it s 
like You can see yourself at a cocktail party where the glass tinkles and you 
give a nice speech and people applaud You can see those things But I had 
never really been in a local district campaign from soup to nuts you know 
knowing really what it entailed But I d made the commitment simultaneously 



to my knowing that this was exactly what I wanted to do that no one would 
outwork me 
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YATES Now when you made the decision and it sounds like started making phone 

calls saying I am going to run what did you know about any other potential 
candidates running for the seat 9 Because of course when a seat opens up like 
that usually there are quite a few people who decide to run 
ROOS You know I don t know I d rather interview you because you re so smart 
No really I mean you re very smart on these questions It really does 
flabbergast me because you ve asked m consecutive fashion the two most 
perfect questions I could imagine asking 
Y 4TES Well thank goodness I did that [Laughter] 

ROOS No I know but I mean it s impressive 

Here s what happens is that you do it and then you call your first layer of 
friends Now that could be And m all cases you re really looking 
because you know this thing s going to entail raising money and you know that 
there is a correlation between the amount of money that you raise and the 
probability of what you re going to do how you re going to do at the end of the 
race 

So there are a lot of stones out of this but the best story is God rest his 
soul a dear friend of mine Jim Peck who was the director of public affairs for 
the Joint Council of Teamsters Joint Council really had all locals within 
southern California reporting to it Pete Kurdatoff was the business manager 
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or the president whatever the But Jim was his guy Jim came out of the 
media he had been one of the two board members left active when I joined 
Coro Just became a wonderful wonderful friend Well I immediately called 
Peck Jim Peck says You ve got to talk to Jesse [M ] Unruh 

So I go and meet with Jesse Unruh and this is like almost worth—I hadn t 
filed yet—but worth the idea of being a candidate just that you have Jesse 
Unruh treasurer of the State of California sitting down and having lunch and 
talking about this race 

So Unruh always told me retrospectively he said You re lucky who you 
are because you absolutely charmed me Because Unruh over lunch looks 
and me and says You know I ve been thinking about running for the 
He said I live in Los Feliz I ve been thinking about that race myself 

And I said—and this was fairly smart—I said How come you would step 
down from a constitutional statewide office to run for the assembly 9 
And he looked at me and he said Because I d be speaker in thirty 
minutes OK Now that got back to Leo McCarthy and it didn t please him 
very much but Jesse did say it And he looked at me almost challengmgly and 
said Well what would you do if I got in the race 9 And I said I would 
immediately withdraw and come to you and ask you could I run your 
campaign And he thought that that was as he told me later He didn t 
say anything then He kind of laughed and he said something like Good 
answer But he told me later he said he really liked that about me 
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YATES Do you think he was really serious about running for the seat? 

ROOS No It s like all lions m winter in my opinion It was the idea of reclaiming 
previous glory even though in many ways how he restructured and moved the 
Treasurer s Office into a high impact office not only m the state but nationally 

YATES It s another legacy he left 

ROOS Exactly bringing all treasurers together to talk about things like green mail 
and you know appropriate investments etc etc was really quite stunning 
YATES Just explain to me the timing of So when did you meet generally with 
Unruh? 

ROOS Probably right away Probably around January of 1977 Remember filing is 

going to be probably m March for the June primary Primaries were in June 
YATES It was in June? It wasn t in late May? 

ROOS I m sorry You re right That s right it was a special 
YATES Because the runoff was m June 
ROOS Exactly I m sorry Exactly It was May 26 th I think 
YATES Yes I think so I ve got the dates 

ROOS With the runoff in June You re right It was a special election and I forgot 
what the time requirement 

YATES But still you had The point is you had the 
ROOS It s like childbirth it s very fast 
YATES You had to file 
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ROOS I had to file The other good story So that was that story although I didn t 
finish the story and the aftermath is even better Sol was asking for his 
endorsement I was asking for his advice asking for his endorsement and of 
course he throws this curve in here the wnnkle of Oh I ve been thinking 
about running Never really came to grips with whether he was going to run 
or not run I made my little pronouncement and that was that And he said 
Call me Give me a day or so 

I started calling him Let s say we met on a Friday and I started calling 
him the following Monday No answer no answer Now I m calling three 
times a day No answer no answer He strung that out Now I m hearing 
Now m like day three people are coming up to me and saying Are you 
still in that race 9 And I say Well what do you mean 9 And they said We 
hear Jesse Unruh s running My heart almost burst out of my chest because I 
know that I m not in the race after I had beaten my chest had my conversations 
with my wife and gotten her ready you know and talked to people Now I m 
going to be out of the race because Unruh got in and I ve got to tuck my tail 
between my legs and go ask him for a job 

So anyway I called him like on the following Friday It had been a week 
and it had been a homble week because now this crescendo At first I m 
saying No no no I know the real story He s not running I know the real 
story This came out of a conversation that he and I You know trying to 
build this thing into Don t panic I m not panicked He s not going to run 
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But I m panicked 

YATES Yes I m sure you re sitting there on pins and needles 
ROOS Exactly So now he answers my telephone call and just really kind of breaks 
out into a laugh saying Have you heard the rumors? And I said Have I 
heard the rumors 9 That s why I m calling I want to know whether to ask you 
for a job or your support He says I m not running But he got the biggest 
kick out of this whole week of drama and speculation of people talking about 
him and obviously the agony that it created for me 
YATES That s a bit tough 

ROOS So that was one story The person who was supposed to win the race was a 
woman by the name of Sabrina Schiller 
YATES And she was backed by Roberti is that right 9 

ROOS Exactly That s right Now Sabrina Schiller was very attractive In fact there 
was a terrible joke inasmuch as my district had the second highest 
concentration of gays and lesbians in the State of California The joke about 
Sabnna is that she was prettier than all the woman in the district and half the 
men She was an actress trained as an actress had run for public office 

There s a nice little bow to be tied on this story Had run out She lived 
in Pacific Palisades ran against a right wing Republican who represented 
Malibu and the Palisades but mainly Thousand Oaks and Ventura County and 
that part named Lou Cusanovich Cusanovich had been a long term state 
senator and she almost got him She came within let s say a thousand votes 
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But it was a very very close race 

A little footnote which is the nice little bow I m working for Braude 
Braude is scared he s apoplectic thinking that she s going to turn around now 
because his race was He was up She ran I think m 74 He was up in 
75 if my memory serves 
For a city council seat 7 

For city council And he was so temfied because she did so well in his area— 
far more personable far more attractive same politics on the environment— 
that she d turn around and run against him Well she didn t 

Now as I heard it Roberti interested Sabrina into running for the 
assembly And so I go up to the Democratic Convention m January which was 
an annual thing after the state elections which were held m 76 obviously 
So you re talking about the [state] Democratic Party Convention 7 
Yes yes You know what Sabnna I think Braude was up m 77 So he 
thought she was going to run against her 
But then this seat became open 

Right And I 11 never forget this So I m going and now I m meeting a lot of 
new I m meeting the giassroots people OK And I m help mg Bruce 
Corwin who s running for chairman of the party and actually working 
delegates I mean it was a good experience At the end of the convention I 
remember this woman—and I knew who she was it was Sabrina—literally 
almost pushing me up against the wall and her kind of with her finger close to 
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my chest and in my face Young man you have a great future Don t make 
the mistake of running You know just really really lectured me 
embarrassingly so and I was really taken aback by it 
YATES And she had already declared she was running 9 

ROOS The talk was that she was going to run and clearly I didn t want her m the 

race I didn t necessarily fear her Again in so many ways I was too dumb to 
have too much fear because I just at this point don t really know the 
mechanics of an election 

YATES And this obviously must be before the filing date 
ROOS Oh yes absolutely 

YATES So you re still kind of learning who the potential people might be out there 
ROOS I had clearly known about her I was a pay attention guy to races and certainly 
the talk on the sidelines 

YATES Especially if she s m that area where Marvin Braude s from 
ROOS Yes exactly exactly 

So anyway I was appalled by this angered by it and it was like Well 
we 11 see We 11 see Certainly that had no impact on me in terms of affectmg 
my decision whether I m going to be in the race or not but it really 
underscored the fact that I really needed to hire somebody immediately that 
knew what they were doing And that s when I set about really something 
that s almost akin to finding a life partner that s interviewing a campaign 
manager Because it is the most critical decision that you make And I 
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interviewed some top top people And it was like meeting a lot of people that 
you are dating You find a lot of the dates very satisfactory but there s 
sometlung that just you know is missing m terms of saying you know I want 
to make this commitment forever I can t do anything other than think about 
you when I go to sleep and wake up thinking about you 
Well I know who you ended up working with but how did you identify 
potential campaign managers 9 

Well mainly through working my contacts with people who had either really 

been mvolved m a variety of campaigns and were in a position of credibility to 

say Well I ve worked with Pam Duffy or I worked with Ed Slevin or I 

worked with Bob White you know whoever it may well be 

Give me a little context because I m unclear as to whether people were using 

campaign managers professional campaign managers to that extent at that 

point 

Absolutely 

Because you hear through the sixties of course it s much more mfonnal I 
guess is the way to put it And then you see this buildup like with Reagan for 
example with [Stuart K ] Spencer [William E ] Roberts in the sixties So that 
was a given that you would get a professional campaign manager 9 
I think it s a given if you want to win It would be like my trying to put 
together a business and not relying on somebody who understood you know 
how much capital do you need to ramp it up to a level of where you re going to 
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at least break even or get close to break even and ultimately make a profit 
This is just an indispensable part of campaigning where when you have—and I 
have the lowest registered district—a potential of 60 000 voters or 75 000 
voters I mean I should be out there raising money I should be out there 
meeting as many voters as I can 
You said the lowest registration 9 

Yes Second lowest in the state I think Art Torres s assembly district was the 
lowest registered 

OK I m sorry continue I interrupted you 

Well I m just suggesting that you have to have somebody who has been around 
the block to say Here are the priority neighborhoods I would have had no 
way of getting there in any efficient time frame I could have figured it out but 
it may have been 

That s nght this was since you had 

It may have been May 1 st by the time And I needed to get to work Shooting a 
brochure polling—not polling m terms of who knew me We knew nobody 
would know me But polling in terms of what are the stand out issues if any 9 
And I ultimately seized upon a group of people who were just remarkable 
m their ability to do that which released me to walk precincts that they had 
polled priority precincts which allowed me to do coffee programs at mght and 
to raise money at breakfast raise money at lunch and raise money at dinner 
You were mentiomng that you interviewed—I don t know how many—a 
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number of people to manage the campaign But you hired Arnold Forde and 
Bill Butcher So tell me what made the difference Why them 7 
ROOS Yes it s really funny because it s unlikely I mean it seemed unlikely 

Remember I am a babe in the woods I have no idea who is who what they 
do so I m learning as much I just know that I need someone to basically sit 
down with me collaborate on a plan that I feel comfortable with and then I 
have some assignments and they have some assignments 

So what struck me was just the quality of the conversation It was so much 
better and thoughtful from the standpoint of their probative questions just 
seemed to be more expansive seemed to be more tied to how do you actually 
win Their notion of budgets scared me to death but it was realistic And as 
they said We re gomg to give you a number where we think that gets you 
within the 95 percent range of winning He said If you can t raise the 
money we will cut things but with each cut you will lower your probability 
All of that made sense 

And just the way they outlined what my job was which was after they 
hired me you know I had the responsibility and the authority to say We 
aren t gomg to mail this or We re not gomg to do that but pretty much 
other than coming together just to check once we ve all collaborated and agreed 
on a plan other than to check the things as they actually roll out under that 
plan you know I should be out there every day doing one of two things 
raising money and meeting as many voters as I can 
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They exuded a certain amount of confidence and creativity and 
imagination that I didn t see in the others right out of the box 
YATES So how much money did they tell you you needed to raise? 

ROOS Two hundred and fifty thousand dollars I thought I d have a heart attack 

Because I was a good enough fundraiser That s primary and general by the 
way or primary and runoff I was a good enough fundraiser that I took out my 
yellow pad and I had gotten myself up to right around $50 000 In fact I kept 
that for the longest time because I put down certain numbers next to names and 
I really wasn t off by $100 on anybody which I thought was pretty good 
YATES And what were the limits at that point? 

ROOS No limits Somebody could have given me $250 000 

YATES I m just thinking Prop 9 1 had passed in 74 which a lot of that was reporting 
nght? 

ROOS Reporting and lobbying Lobbyists couldn t spend more on a politician than a 
hamburger and a Coke 
YATES In terms of raising money? 

ROOS No impact at all 

So I hired them and one of the great stones other than the ingenuity of 
their plan we did a poll and what the poll showed was that if you took 
Sabnna—and Leo McCarthy was thinking about having one of his top staffers 

1 Proposition 9 (June 1974) financial disclosures and limitations affecting 
political campaigns public officials and lobbyists 
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come down and he was going to support him—and Lois Yudovin who was the 
administrative assistant of Charlie Warren and you know by all a priori 
analysis you would probably say well the administrative assistant if they 
don t know the district from head to toe 
YATES Right You would think they would have a good shot 
ROOS You d think they d have a great shot Plus Charlie had something like fifty 
grand in excess funds so you had to speculate One good thing about Bill and 
Arnold is that they always said You have to always assume the worst is going 
to happen So we assumed that Charlie could give or would give $50 000 to 
Lois Yudovin That was quite substantial He didn t but 
YATES Now I m sorry you were saying too that there was the potential of Leo 
McCarthy backing somebody Did that come to pass 7 
ROOS A guy by the name of Bob Toigo no And that was a lot of because of the 
work that we did 

YATES Now I saw another There was Burt Wilson but he didn t do too well 
Hayden I think supported him but I get the 
ROOS Burt Wilson 7 
YATES Yes 
ROOS I don t think so 

YATES It says Hayden backed Burt Wilson lost badly in the special election for 
Forty sixth Assembly District This is from an article m the California 
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Journal 1 

ROOS Burt Wilson 9 

YATES You don t remember that name 9 

ROOS No There s Kaz Umemoto But Burt Wilson 9 I m going to have to check my 
ballot tomght because I don t even believe that 
YATES Well this is jumping ahead Here is a list of some of the candidates That was 
for the May For the record we re looking at the California Journal 
ROOS Yes OK Yudovin did come m second Schiller ran third Dan Smith was a 

Republican Kaz Umemoto Here s Wilson George Hardie who later went on 
to become the Bicycle Club and make a gazillion dollars Don Amador Joe 
Abella I mean this is just Sue Welch Kimball Stark I remember them 

all except Burt Wilson That s amazing 

YATES Well one reason I was asking that is that I was thinking about the potential of 
candidates getting supported You know like if Roberti is supporting 
Schiller and I assume providing some kind of funds 
ROOS Yes 

YATES And when you mentioned Leo McCarthy I was thinking about that level at the 
state level what kind of support those other candidates might have been 
getting 

ROOS In quick order I did a lot of Anyway let me get back to the poll The poll 

1 The Role of Power Brokers in LA Democratic Politics California Journal 
December 1977 405 407 
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showed And again we had Yudovm who lived on the Westside you had 
Sabrina Schiller you had Toigo who had come down So again campaigns 
don t have to be technically and comprehensively candid Meaning to say we 
could attack people moving m but we wouldn t have to identify who they were 
or who they weren t So we felt that the leading candidates except for 
Well the leading candidates except for me would all be moving in just to run 
We tested it out in a poll and we found that m this distnct that most people 
saw kind of as an Ellis Island where people moved m kind of collected 
themselves and then went on to where they really wanted to live that there was 
a huge stability particularly among the registered voters and there was a 
stunning animus toward the idea of somebody moving m to represent them So 
that became really our theme that I was the only local homegrown I d been 
there for ten years But I was the only person seriously running serious 
candidate who was from that distnct 
YATES Hold on Let me just turn this over 
[End Tape 3 Side A] 

[Begin Tape 3 Side B] 

YATES OK We had to turn the tape over 

ROOS OK so we did the poll We also polled vanous endorsements obviously and it 
became imperative for me because I wasn t going to get anybody at the state 
level with Roberti in the race I went and got Ferraro and Cunningham to 
endorse me Much of their distncts overlaid the Forty sixth Assembly Distnct 
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They were local They were probably more popular than any assemblyman or 
senator and so those became significant 

Peggy Stevenson we froze We froze Peggy Stevenson That was 
significant because McCarthy was relying on Stevenson as was Roberti 
because she did have a real impact Many of the votes were m the Silver Lake 
Los Feliz area and East Hollywood area She was a significant endorsement 
and because she refused to endorse Toigo he didn t ever get in and ultimately 
hurt Sabrina much to Roberti s anger that she didn t go for him 
YATES What about Unruh 9 What happened with him 9 Did he endorse you 9 
ROOS Yes but it was not a I m trying to think Did Jesse 
YATES After all that discussion 

ROOS Yes I m trying to remember whether he actually If he did we didn t use it 
It was not significant as it turned out 

YATES So anyway you were talking about getting that support and the strategy then 
ROOS Right So we got those two I flew up and met with McCarthy and basically 
begged him Let me run my race You ve got some good people I 11 be loyal 
You don t know me but you can check me out and here s some people I 11 be 
loyal And I think that along with the Peggy Stevenson lack of endorsement 
was influential I don t think that he necessarily wanted to go head to head 
with Roberti either and that would have been perceived as what was 
happening 

The next best thing So I had two of the three council people and that 
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was huge But Sabrina was still telling everybody she was going to win and 
Roberti s supporting her is It s a wow factor 

The second thing that we did was really unbelievable and I try to tell 
people you know under the new rules under all the campaign finance thing I 
don t even know if you could do it anymore but it was very very clever and it 
was Bill and Arnold s idea They said *Now what does your father do 9 
I said Well he s a contractor back in Memphis 
How does he do 9 

I said He s done great Great being you know we re solid middle class 
he makes a good living the mortgage is paid off and my parents live 
comfortably but he s certainly not wealthy particularly back m 77 I mean 
if there were these numbers that fly around now and million dollar houses 
being you know It certainly was nonexistent back m Memphis and I think 
fairly nonexistent or certainly not obvious m the broader society 

So anyway they coaxed me into flying back to Memphis where we would 
have a sit down with my parents And here was the idea The idea is that this 
was like three weeks before the first opening filing report So under the report 
and during that time you could make me a loan you could loan my campaign a 
certain amount of money Now there is no obligation just the assumption that 
I would spend it So we went back and made the case for how influential this 
first report would be if I could report a sizable amount of money And I had 
done well I had raised about $12 000 thirteen fifteen I don t know But it 
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was good it was really good In the bank 

So we said to my dad and to my mother Lend me $50 000 We will put 
that m an interest bearing account because you don t have to report that it s in 
an interest you just have to report that you ve received it We 11 put that m an 
interest bearing account There will be two signatories Mike and either one of 
you So m other woids I am basically saying I won t touch the money but 
you have ultimate control over it So after my mother We picked her off 
the floor because you know let s say that they had 
That s a lot of money 

Let s say that they had saved $100 000 You know I mean that was it That 
was their retirement you know [Laughter] So they went for it 

So in the first report and there s an L A [Los Angeles ] Tunes story I 
report something like [$]65 000 Sabrina reported like [$] 11 000 And then it 
just trailed off So all of a sudden I move from He s a nice guy but he s 
going to run third to Wow he s really 
So it s a psychological strategy 7 

It s a psychological Completely changes the conversation about this race 
It still even happens now where the controls are different 
Well Howard Dean 

But yes if you hear Oh well so and so s got x amount of dollars compared 
to so and so who s only got this amount of dollars 

Howard Dean But you can go from the presidential race all the way down to 
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something for DA [district attorney] It is all the I used to call them you 
know crows on the fences They re watching and they re chattering away and 
a lot of it is real and a lot of it is just myth and everything in between But it 
does impact the people who are going to involve themselves m the campaign 
YATES And give more money 

ROOS Because nobody wants to support A1 Sharpton if they know A1 Sharpton s 
going to run or Carol Moseley Braun or Dermis Kucimch if they know 
they re going to run You have to just be a true believer and the true 
believers are just so miniscule in a race 
YATES Well this is clever 
ROOS What? 

YATES This idea 

ROOS It was remarkable It was remarkable in terms of its impact 
YATES Do you remember then so where would that put you in terms of the time frame 
of the race this first reporting? 

ROOS Probably around March I mean still had eons to go 

Now 111 tell you the second story So again what I m really trying to 
train myself to do which is a very very tough thing is to listen to none of this 
BS I don t want to hear about any other campaign I don t want to think of 
myself as running against anybody else I want to think of myself as polishing 
my ability to basically let people decide that I am the best for the Forty sixth 
Assembly District And I m really running the race with that psychology 
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I m walking every day I m doing it all We have a great campaign We 
have a campaign of where I walk m the morning and walk m the afternoon 
then I come back and do fundraising calls And then at night we had a coffee 
program where we would actually have a coffee in every precinct m the Forty 
sixth Assembly Distnct that would maybe draw I think one drew ten 
people—that was a mob—versus most maybe having the person that we got to 
do the coffee and two other people But it allowed us to write a letter to every 
other registered voter m the precinct signed by the person Sorry you missed 
it Mike was very impressive He talked about these things and more than 
anything he said We just can t let these outsiders come m and I mean it 
was a constant theme m the deal 

Now probably the most pleasurable place for me The most 
pleasurable thing in walking precincts is when you actually meet a person 
which is very tough in a blue collar Primarily blue collar people are out 
there working they re looking for jobs So it s very frustrating The 
psychology of—particularly m hills—of looking at a hundred stairs and 
thinking to yourself it s a joust with the devil Nobody s going to know I 
could just stick the information here knowing that they re not home And I 
never did it I always walked those hundred stairs up beat on the door nobody 
home But I felt it was all in keeping the psychological discipline of I m 
running not against anybody else I m running to meet everybody I can meet 
and convince them they ought to vote for me 
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YATES Let me shift here for just a minute because as you re talking I m thinking a 
little bit more about the distnct itself And usually we ask people to describe 
the district the demographics You ve mentioned this in some of our sessions 
but maybe you could spend a little bit of time nght now talking about that and 
then that could lead us into talking about what issues were important 
ROOS Yes and I have one story So in fact walking this district I did have two 

things that ultimately became a part of usually a lot of early introductions of 
myself how I d introduce myself and the other was something that the Wall 
Street Journal picked up and other publications and really used to describe 
this part of Los Angeles 

The first was that I used to say It is so exciting representing the Forty 
Sixth Assembly Distnct by any one standard the most cosmopolitan area in the 
State of California if not the country Largest concentration of semor citizens 

along the MacArthur Park comdor m the state second largest population of 
Koreans outside of the country of Korea second highest gay and lesbian 
population outside of San Francisco the highest concentration of Filipinos 
ninety eight different languages were spoken On and on and on just kind of 
reeling out this diversity At that time there was a significant Not 
significant but certainly I think 10 percent of the district was African 
American 40 percent Latino I mean it was just incredibly diverse 

And so I would wind it up by saying So cosmopolitan that they elected a 
white southerner to represent them which I always did get a kick out of 
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because it was again talking early about my background and what I seemed to 
always be striving for Nothing could have been more perfect for me I just 
enjoyed every minute every second of doing that 

The second thing that came was when I was more mature and really 
thought about how important this piece of territory was for talkmg about the 
symbolism of what California meant to most people I did dub it the Ellis 
Island you know of California and that was picked up by the Wall Street 
Journal and other people along the way But remarkable remarkable 
demographics 

One thing that we found in our early polling that was actually shocking is 
that the average time that most people—the average time—that renters had 
rented was sixteen years The mean age was like sixty four years old It was 
just phenomenal m terms of again most people And I don t say this m any 
sort of derogating way but Sabnna Schiller would say Well nobody s going 
to know I moved here because it s a transient district We found just the 
opposite People really made a stake there and had lived there an awful long 
time 

What about the economics of the district m terms of the types of business 
Were people working m the district 9 

Yes but not much Mainlyjust smattenngs of small business and again you 
were beginmng to see emerging communities like Koreatown like Filipino 
town and the dynamism that that created m those communities 
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YATES You mentioned also about the low registration and so talk about that for a 
minute m terms of how do you deal with that I mean if it s a problem m the 
district 

ROOS Well I always tried to pump it up I mean I really did You had this stable 
base of let s say 60 000 65 000 voters and then you had a lot of transients 
around that And you just couldn t ever nail it down You were able to get 
what you would get and we spent a lot of time in my operation really trying to 
service people and to let them know that we were there and that you know 
government could conceivably matter m their lives 

YATES So what issues were prevalent at that point 9 

ROOS Well the usual issues crime traffic environment That s what I mean you 

don t get much opportunity to really You wouldn t have any opportunity to 
distinguish yourselves m a field comprised mainly of Democrats The same 
bread and butter issues that affect us today There was one that was lurking if 
you remember and that was Jerry Brown had vetoed the death penalty bill and 
it was going to be up for veto ovemde by the time we were sworn m So that 
began percolating 

YATES Oh it did 

ROOS Yes But I came to grips with that very early on have never wavered never 
changed and that was that I was opposed to the death penalty and was 
outspoken about it It was hard you know it scared me because I felt like 


voters would peel off but it was who I was 
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YATES Did you have debates with any of the candidates 9 
ROOS Yes 

YATES When you mentioned the whole issue of trying to distinguish yourself among a 
group of Democrats obviously you re different people but the issues how do 
you distinguish yourself on issues etc to appeal to the voters 9 So what 
happened if you had a debate for example or a forum 9 
ROOS There weren t that many at all In fact the race was so fast I think there was 
only There was only one that I remembered and it was the Wilshire 
Chamber of Commerce I just remember that because when you play match 
play golf the first time I ever played it and won I couldn t believe it Because 
I ve seen fights I ve been playing baseball I mean there is physical stuff that 
happens in sports And the match playing golf it was like when I won you 
could see in their eyes a feeling that would be very similar to if I would have hit 
them in the jaw Eyes are almost like fixed and glazed And I saw that m the 
last debate with Sabrina Like I knew it was over at least with her And when 
you look at the results she finished a sad third didn t even come m second 
And so that was the only one that I remember and at that time it was the way 
debates usually go which you are talking about the issues But everybody 
pretty much resonates the same 

YATES You mentioned going to the convention—you know backtracking here a little 
bit—and you said that that gave you a chance to meet people who were 
involved at the grassroots level And I think you had mentioned when we 
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talked the previous session too that you d really had no connection to any local 
party organizations 1 was wondering at that juncture how anybody through 
that element the more grassroots level or involved in the Democratic Party 
played a role if at all in your campaign 

Not really The interesting thing to me is that I really do believe they were all 
Roberti people You know they had known David since he was a young 
assemblyman 

The people working at the grassroots level 7 

Sure Well not grassroots people I had my own grassroots people but these 
were grassroots formal organizational people Democratic activists They were 
all David people and hence Sabrina people m endorsement But I know 
several of them who I would have bet anything wound up voting for me I had 
people from the neighborhood I had people who I met along the way whether 
they were senior citizens leaders I spent a lot of time at the senior buildings 
because these were people heavily registered and active And it was a one stop 
shop So it was grassroots from that And again my walking or these coffees 
kind of stirred a dimmimus amount of activism When I say dimimmus I mean 
it was small but it mattered It mattered more frankly than having the 
Democratic activists in my opinion 

I know you didn t have very much time How much did you do in terms of 
mailings 7 You had mentioned a brochure 

Huge number I wish I had the brochure Like sixteen—a lot Some of them 



139 


were targeted they weren t district wide But they were good 

Something that is worthy of a tragic historical footnote because a lot of 
people chuckle about it today only m terms of its experience rather than the 
horrible aftermath was that Again my friend Jim Peck was close to 
[Mervyn M ] Merv Dymally who was lieutenant governor And Merv 
introduced me to Teresa Hughes who was in the assembly and became 
Well both became good friends But Merv also said There s a significant 
church in your distnct and I m going to introduce you to the head of that 
church because he can be very helpful His name was [Reverend] Jim Jones 
So I went to the People s Temple twice and made a pitch from the pulpit 
with Jim Jones support On election day Jim Jones turned out probably about 
125 people to walk precincts I along with Willie was invited to Guyana 
literally two or three weeks before Leo [J ] Ryan went down there 
YATES That was the fall of 78 
ROOS Yes 

YATES And how come you didn t go? 

ROOS Well I wanted to I mean the second time I d been there The first time it 
was like a remarkable experience I thought This is what church ought to be 
about But then I was conveniently asked to step into a holding area while 
they—quote— did something I have no idea what they did 
YATES I m sorry so you had gone to Guyana before 7 
ROOS No no no I m talking about the church at Alvarado [Street] and 
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OK I m just trying to My brain is going one way 
No I understand But I stayed m touch MikeProkes the guy who killed 
himself after the press conference was the guy who was always my contact 
along with Jim Jones Jr Anyway I had a basically good feeling about what 
their work was 

What were your observations of Jim Jones himself 9 I mean its 20/20 now 
Yes I know The first time was more interesting than the second time There 
was no third time I was deeply appreciative of the unilateral goodwill support 
that he asked his people who lived m the area to come and do for me And 
again I thought that even though the second time I seemed to notice some 
remoteness and idiosyncratic behavior that was I felt that it was a great 
mission I thought that he was doing a very good thing m terms of taking 
people this rich diversity of people many of whom had no hope and it was a 
joyous religious spiritual experience from what I saw 
Now you said you were introduced to him through Mervyn Dymally 9 
Right 

So how had you met Merv Dymally 9 
Through Jim Peck 

Oh that s right You said that I m sorry OK 

Just a thought about the whole thing of working with campaign managers 
and maybe this is a naive question but I m always curious as the candidate the 
relationship with the campaign manager and how you work together and make 
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it still feel like it s your campaign 

ROOS Yes Well I think it s an excellent question because I have seen people who 
misunderstand in my opimon the role of the candidate vis a vis the campaign 
manager Now I never felt that it was worthy of my time to get into protracted 
conversations about whether the brochure ought to pink or yellow You know 
I m like It s not that important to me I felt that anything I signed had my 
name on it nobody else s name and that I would ultimately be held 
accountable for it And m fact some of the thmgs that I signed I believe there 
were several people who—I don t believe I remember—several people they 
didn t like it I don t know if they ever said I wouldn t vote for you but they 
said Why are you doing this? 

Now 111 tell you specifically what it was It was the constant iteration of 
the theme Outsiders moving m just to run Elect an independent local 
Democrat Mike Roos The people who said that were people who obviously 
craved or thought they craved or wanting to take an adversarial position would 
say you know Why aren t you talking about the environment or Why 
aren t you talking about traffic? OK 

The one thing I remember because it s reminded by several people who 
were there at the time was that in the runoff with Dan Smith who was an 
African American Coro graduate 

YATES Those Coro graduates are everywhere [Laughter] 

ROOS That s right A piece came up from Orange County for me to sign and it had 
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his picture on it Now I m not stupid I know why they put his picture on it to 
make sure that people understood that Dan Smith was black I said We aren t 
sending it out And I mean we got into it 

The campaign called up We ve got to send it out He s just done tins 
thing with blah blah blah and blah blah blah and blah blah blah And I 
said It s not going out with my name on it I said This is where And 
we d had these theoretical conversations you know about what that line was I 
said I would always know why that was sent out I think it s why I so loathe 
George Bush the old man for the Willie Horton ad Because (a) he didn t 
need it and (b) he knew exactly what he was doing And I would have known 
exactly what I was doing regardless of how many people said We re doing it 
for this or We re doing it for that And we didn t send it 

And I have seen campaign after campaign It s not widespread but I 
have heard enough or seen first hand people who will say Oh my god they 
sent that out with my Well then shame on you First of all it never 
happens It really doesn t happen unless you ve created the authority within 
that organization to say You can send out whatever you think helps me win 
with my name on it 
YATES Do people do that 9 

ROOS I don t know if they do it that way and I don t know whether 
YATES Whether they d want to give up that kind of control 9 
ROOS Yes it s hard to believe 
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YATES I wouldn t think you would 

ROOS I don t either But I have seen candidates that either party has drawn into a 
candidacy who have not really come to grips with what it means to exercise 
control over your name and what people feel about something that they read 
that you ve signed 

YATES Well I m thinking about this $250 000 you supposedly need to win this 

campaign and we re still basically I think going up to the May election So 
how are you doing raising that money? 

ROOS OK I think tha at the end of the May election I funded everything which 

means that I raised I think $135 000 Now I had some friends at the end like 
in the last week because I was short I was short I think $25 000 

YATES This is for the May election that you need funding in order to do mailings? 

ROOS Yes Let s say [$]25 000 So I d reached $100 [000] which was remarkable to 
me or $105 [000] It doesn t matter And so this guy—and he was a dear 
friend he s also dead—he was Ronald Reagan s director of programs and 
policies Don Livingston Don was a Republican to the core moderate just 
like Mike Deaver and [Peter] Pete Hannaford who he worked with And just 
became a wonderful friend so unlikely but it all happened because he took 
over the chairmanship of Coro when I was the executive director and we just 
kind of became fast friends So Livingston was very into my race By then he 
was the vice president of public affairs for Carter Hawley Hale which was a 
huge retailer at the time 
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So he came to me with this idea Remember hadn t touched the 
[$]50 000 didn t even think about it and I had no personal debt And of 
course from the beginning everybody said This is a great thing for you to do 
but don t borrow any money So he came to me He didn t come to me I 
expressed to him we were $25 000 short And he said to me that he believed 
that if I mortgaged my house and pulled $10 000 out went to X Y and Z that 
they would probably put up [$]5 000 I did it and sure enough I got the 
remaimng fifteen And so that was a huge step but it was also one that by then 
I was just absolutely I couldn t even think of losing Even though again 
had no evidence that I was going to win other than what I felt from a reaction 
general reaction a general feel about how I was doing 
YATES Talk about the few days leading up to the May [election] And it says here m 
this article that the election was May 24 th 
ROOS Yes 

YATES So talk about what you were doing what the campaign was doing and then 
leading up into that last short penod before the election 
ROOS Well the plan was just executed as well as any plan I ve ever seen executed I 
mean the mail was out on time the mail was just terrific I was walking we 
had some paid walks we had volunteers You know increasingly the surge of 
volunteers was more and more and more And the money was Well again 
I d moved from what I felt I could raise [$]45[ 000] $50 000 to you know 
I m already up at [$] 100 000 And we had pretty much financed the program 
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Had great people working for me You know these coffee things You d go 
into the headquarters at Hillhurst [Avenue] and Franklin [Avenue] which now 
is a public library and I mean just mail everywhere to be stuffed We had a 
huge number of volunteers come in and stuff envelopes every day take them 
down to the post office getting out everybody It was just textbook And I was 
in my rhythm working very hard sleeping very Well I mean I would 
sleep well but not long And just everything was synchronized as it was 
designed on paper Nothing could be better 

So I remember on election night my father Don Livingston Craig Fuller 
Jim Peck we all went to the Los Feliz Inn My wife Ann Marie I guess my 
mother was watching the kids And anyway the rest is almost like a Fellini 
movie because you re sitting there you re having dinner with the people who 
you are so close to who have been so much a part of this and all of a sudden 
you know the polls are closed I mean the verdict is in the bag and about to be 
reviewed 

And so we had tins special number down to the registrar where you call 
and get Well we had a guy down there and we started calling Craig 
Fuller who later became George Bush s chief of staff when George Bush was 
He was Reagan s cabinet secretary and George Bush senior s chief of staff 
when he was vice president would be the guy going to the phone When I took 
over Coro he was m the class Actually I had recruited him He was my first 
big Republican and he certainly fulfilled the whole ambition of what we were 
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trying to do And he would shuttle back and forth and the first absentees I was 
way ahead It just remained that way through the next couple of hours And 
we went back to the campaign headquarters and it was packed And Dan Smith 
came by It was just a very lovely feeling I mean you can t imagine you 
can t describe it 

YATES Once you won that election and it s now you and Dan Smith 
ROOS I m sorry Dan Smith didn t 
YATES You jumped ahead 
ROOS I jumped ahead 

YATES That s OK But I want to at least talk about that period which is not long It s 
what June 21 st and 
ROOS One month 

YATES Yes What strategies you used or what changed after you won You re the 
Democratic candidate 

ROOS Well in the numbers of the district I think the registration was around 62 
percent or so Pretty much 
YATES So you felt fairly good about it 9 

ROOS I felt good about it On the other hand it s still scared because why would you 
want to leave at risk something that you re You know you re on the 
threshold ready to open the door Why would you all of a sudden just kind of 
collapse into an autism of certainty when everything s uncertain even though 
somewhat predictable 9 
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So what did you do with your campaign during that period? 

Well the one good tiling about my campaign managers is that they said 
You ve got to immediately go up and meet with the [Democratic] Caucus 
because they will say this is a sure thing It was supposedly a sure thing when 
Frank Vicencia down in the Bellflower area or Cerritos in that area won a 
special election and then ran against Dr McClennon and Dr McClennon beat 
him because the caucus didn t do anything to support their candidate Frank 
Vicencia He came back and won in a regular election but nevertheless 
So I thought that was a good message I went up and made my pitch 
Money did start coming m and that s how we got close to [$]220[ 000] 
whatever we did 
So the money was coming from 

Special interest money and money from members of the caucus started coming 
m I went back and raised from people who had given before new people who 
opened up by benefit of my being the nominee for the Democratic Party 
When you say you met with the caucus who in that group were you meeting 
with? 

No I met with the whole caucus 
You did meet with the whole caucus 

Where they introduce you as their nominee and you give a pitch And they 
were irreverent and you know 
I was wondering what that was like 
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ROOS Oh it was awful but fun I mean you know it was big time I was certainly 
nervous 

YATES So you give your pitch and then they ask questions or how does it go 7 
ROOS Yes yes I mean and for instance I had really put together my argument 
knowing that Vicencia would be m the room He d be my amen comer 

But by the time that I got up there for that meeting there had already been 
a mailing by Senator Ed [W ] Brooke [III] Ronald Reagan Barry Goldwater 
In other words the Republican Party was using this African American 
candidate to try to bolster their fortunes with a more diverse America And if 
you saw the quality of this they were spending big money And so that did 
that alarmed me I mean on a real basis 

So I brought them these mailers and pointed to them and I cut out this 
huge article from the New York Times talking about the new Republican Party 
and what they were trying to achieve through the support of for instance Dan 
Smith and Los Angeles and what a promising smart guy I mean able blah 
blah blah blah blah 

So I stood up and I made my pitch and the first question was from I 
can t remember But it was like Now tell me again Roos how many people 
in your district read the New York Times' 7 Touche [Laughter] That kind of 
gave you a flavor of the meeting So it was all in good humor good fun They 
definitely wanted me to win They didn t seem like it at the time, but the 
resources started flowing 
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Any other questions that you remember 7 [Laughter] 

No just that one How many people read the New York Times ? They got me 
on that one 

It probably became a blur after that 

Exactly And that s one of the dangerous things I mean it s why when I 
became a leader in the assembly a political leader where you have to try to 
induce people to run for office you do see the ones who are less likely to win 
they re up in Sacramento when they ought to be campaigning The one thing I 
never did other than to go meet with McCarthy which was a specific purpose 
and then to meet with the caucus was I never went to Sacramento And it was 
a good thing because I remember so much leaving that caucus room and 
saying God I want to be a part of this And you know all of them will talk 
to you I could have spent the rest of the day up there talking to them about this 
or that And I later saw candidates who just kind of frittered away their 
opportunity because they got so attracted by the glow of that bulb 
Instead of being in your district meeting people 
Working and doing that and losing the election 
Did you have any forums with Smith 7 

No not that I remember Maybe once No it would all be made up I don t 
remember Again part of it just the time of a special election thirty days 
Yes there wasn t a lot of time And you mentioned briefly that election night 
I was asking originally about the May 24 th election So you get to election 
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night June 21 st or the election day and then night June 21 st 
ROOS Same routine buy the way as May 24 th 

YATES Yes So what was your sense or feeling about how things were going nght up 
until the end 1 ? 

ROOS Oh real good yes Real good 

YATES Because your distnct was basically dominated by Democratic voters 9 
ROOS Exactly and it didn t matter what the ethnicity was what mattered to them was 
what was behind the name D or R And they re definitely going to vote for D 
YATES So even though things look good 

ROOS And by the way I think those results fell out precisely I beat the 
registration I actually b eat the registration 
YATES I don t know if that gives you enough information 
ROOS No 

YATES Wait wait Here s another little blurb to this one 1 For the record this is the 
[California] Journal 

ROOS Yes 63 percent I beat the registration by I think one or two points so that 
gives you an example of how it is pretty much a foregone conclusion 
YATES I thought we could wrap it up with this is that OK 9 
ROOS Good yes 

YATES So just tell me just to get your feeling of OK things look good and everything 
but what is it like once you know you ve won the election 9 What were your 


1 Yates is referring to articles regarding the election in the California Journal 
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thoughts 7 

I don t know if I had any thoughts other than ecstasy It was ecstasy This was 
knowing that you had moved from junior exec to the boardroom just like that 
[snaps fingers] a five month investment So it was sobering on the one hand 
but the most fantastic feehng you could ever have And I think that was pretty 
much I remember I had a hard time sleeping and I went in with my father 
to the campaign office the next day It was just my dad and myself and we 
were talking and the phone rings And it s Senator Alan Cranston Here s a 
United States senator calling you and of course you know television 
interviews and newspaper interviews and just all of the things very frankly 
you don t have now because of term limits and Brad Pitt and Jennifer 
[Amston] are far more interesting than interviewing politicians at an assembly 
or state senate level 

So you just had a lot of attention paid to you so you knew by virtue of 
seeing it in your parents eyes or your family this is something special And it 
was really It felt special And it also felt like You start cataloguing all 
the people you talked to and things that you heard and concerns that you heard 
You re thinking about putting together a staff what are you going to try to 
achieve not necessanly m Sacramento but just as a The only thing that I d 
really known I hadn t known policy I knew service That s what you see at 
the city council level 
I remember you mentioning that 
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ROOS Getting the street sweeper or getting the dead dog off the road or you know 
fixing the pothole So that s what my orientation was 
YATES OK great Do you want to end it with that today? 

ROOS Yes 
YATES Good Thanks 
ROOS Thank you 
[End of Tape 3 SideB] 
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[Session 4 January 27 2004] 

[Begin Tape 4 Side A] 

YATES I had a few follow up questions from last time when we were talking about 

your campaign the first campaign At one point you were talking about getting 
the endorsements of several of the Los Angeles City Council members 

ROOS Right 

YATES You said you froze Peggy Stevenson 

ROOS Yes 

YATES Explam to me what does that mean 9 

ROOS Well it was somewhat complicated but m its simplicity Peggy s chief of staff 
[Dan Woolndge] was a real aficionado and close friend of many of the people 
in the Roberti camp 

YATES You did mention I think a little bit about that connection 

ROOS Right And so Roberti as truly the person carrying Sabrina Schiller on his 

shoulders—it was a remarkable remarkable effort on his part—I think probably 
just presumed that Peggy would be for Sabrina upon his asking After all he 
was the senate majonty leader at the time and had a lot of impact on Los 
Angeles and southern California 
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What we did was really really launch a terrific campaign if you will a 
campaign within a campaign Not anything I did I did absolutely nothing I 
was out there walking and I was raising money But some very influential 
people would just sit on her doorstep saying Don t make the mistake Mike 
Roos is going to win It would be so much better for you to be neutral than to 
take this risk You don t really owe David Roberti anything We don t know 
whether she did or didn t but that was it And just the constancy of being in 
her face I believe absolutely worked in keeping her neutral 
YATES That s what the term—pardon my ignorance—freezing means? 

ROOS Freezing her yes Again I think that from when the flag dropped on the 
campaign it was just a matter of time when she would endorse Sabrina 
Schiller standing shoulder to shoulder with Dave Roberti And what we did 
was tend to paralyze her in creating the fact that there was downside to this 
decision 
YATES I see 

ROOS And I think that it did It just became one like anything else you know 101 

Human Behavior which is it s easier to do nothing than to make a choice It s 
easier not to take a nsk than to take one particularly when someone is pointing 
out all the negative prospects or potential Exactly 
YATES You also talked about your meeting with the Democratic Caucus and how fun 
that was And you did say that after that meetmg you used the term the 
resources started coming I can guess of course what that means but I d like 
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you to expand as to what specifically the caucus did for you 
Oh well I don t want to overemphasize it Again it was a fait accompli even 
though I didn t know it at the time a fait accompli that I was going to win I 
was too young and naive to realize that people who gave in the primary or m 
the initial race clearly would give again without any sense of exertion because 
again I was going to win all things being marginally unequal because of just 
the I didn t understand that I was running scared I had this thing within 
reach My campaign managers were smart enough to keep a little tension 
involved m the equation because it kept me working as hard as I had worked m 
the initial three three and a half months And so I went up to the caucus I 
made the pitch Again this is pre term limits Tins is when everyone knows 
that the shelf life of a speaker is maximum five six years at that time because 
then because of the nature of California politics they re thinking about 
governor United States Senate They re thinking about moving up 

So you had within that caucus a lot of people who were jockeying for a 
position to move up when Leo McCarthy would step down So they in turn 
contacted their interests or interest groups that they were close to then the 
checks started coming 
I see 

There were also another segment of interests who saw that I was going to win 
and almost in an unsolicited way checks started coming from them 
So it s primarily financial The help is coming from the caucus 
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Financial and what people would call special interest money which I always 
get a kick out of because you would get a check from the Teamsters and then 
maybe a few days later you d get a check from the truckers [California 
Trucking Association] m an equivalent amount So money became almost 
neutral I don t the general citizen ever understands that 

When you re first elected you have no record so everyone s kind of vying 
so you re getting an equal amount from labor as you are from the organizations 
the mdustnes that they organize You re getting an equal amount of money 
from professions that often are in conflict with one another the optometrists 
versus the eyeglass people 

I want to come back to the whole issue of special interests but it s interesting 
to hear your perspective at least m the context of when you ran and as being a 
first time candidate it sounds like 
Right 

You also said that you met with Leo McCarthy when you were I assume on 
the same jaunt to Sacramento for the Democratic Caucus 
No I had met with him much much earlier when again the word had trickled 
down that he was thinking about inserting a candidate m the race 
Oh that s right You d mentioned that 

And that was a big meeting from the standpoint of to me I absolutely 
performed to the level that I had practiced of really trying to make a 
convincing case about You know I m new 1 have no allegiance You re the 
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speaker I hear great things about you I m going to be for you And I think I 
sold that idea so that again the opportunity costs just weren t worth it m terms 
of what would he really gam 

YATES Right because you did say there was the possibility of him supporting a 
candidate but that that never I mean Toigo was the name 

ROOS Exactly 

YATES But that never came to pass 

ROOS That s correct And you know more retrospectively I really do believe that it 
was a fleeting ambition of Mr Toigo pressing upon a boss to whom he had 
been loyal and who had respected his work and I think that the rumor was not 
so much of Leo McCarthy driving this agenda as much as it might have been 
Toigo with McCarthy wanting to respond to a loyal staff member But I m not 
totally sure about of this 

YATES Is there anything you want to add about that election that we haven t covered 7 

ROOS No I mean it s just you can t replicate the thrill 

YATES That first election 

ROOS Exactly Because all of this is black box stuff even though again you have 
senses You have a sense along the way that you re doing well or that people 
are responding—the people know who you are—and that they greet you with a 
smile and firm handshake So you get indications along the way that you are 
connecting But until they re all counted who knows 7 

YATES Right Yes I can imagine it s an adrenaline rush at times 
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Yes 

But that you must be slightly worried part of the time 
Right Always womed 
Well we know you won 

Well and here we are m 2004 looking at Iowa now on the eve of the New 
Hampshire primary and look at how these votes have moved around Now 
clearly a race for the assembly is not like a presidential race but a race is a 
race is a race where people all of a sudden can change their minds very 
suddenly or they will stay undecided as they calculate the messages that are 
being given to them by their respective candidates 

Right And they ve been of course on the news interviewing people who said 
first they were for [Howard] Dean and then they were for [John F ] Kerry and 
now they re interested in [Wesley] Clark 
That s right 

So that s just to expand on what you just said 

Well you win the special election which is in late June 
Correct 

I think it s June 21 st So talk about what happened next after you won 
Well clearly you want the election to be certified by the secretary of state as 
quickly as you can because you re anxious to get up there and go to work 
There were reasons for the leadership to be interested in my being there First 
of all Jerry Brown s veto of the death penalty was going to come back to the 
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assembly for override and every vote would definitely count and I had made 
known to the Los Angeles Times and a very aggressive political reporter named 
[Richard] Dick Bergholtz very very long time you know covered Nixon I 
mean I was child s play for him He literally pushed me against the wall and 
he said Look lad I want to know When you go up there are you going to be 
for or against the death penalty? And I said I m against it I mean there 
was no slippery way out I don t know if there would be today Tins was prior 
to the election and I was just nervous about being so clear on what my position 
was But he was that kind of reporter and so everyone knew I was m stone on 
this question and that was going to happen 

Secondly the budget was going to be on the floor very shortly and there 
were just policy along with those overarching reasons why they wanted me 
So I think there was a big push for the secretary of state to immediately certify 
the race so I could get up there And I believe it was certified probably within 
seven days or so 

And so I had my family and in fact we missed the plane But that was 
back m 1977 where you had PSA [Pacific Southwest Airlines] You had 
American Airlines You had United Airlines You had a raft of carriers and if 
you missed one the next one was like forty five minutes later So it was no 
big deal 

So I went up We were m the temporary chambers They were remodeling 


the Capitol 
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YATES That s right restoring it 

ROOS Restoring the Capitol And these were really just double joined trailers so 

even though you re awed by the office not really a grandiose infrastructure that 
you re going to work in But to me it was grandiose 

We got up there and had an in camera meeting with the speaker and just 
everything Nothing could be more pleasurable I had a lot of my 
supporters come up and I had asked Judge Terry [J ] Hatter [Jr ] who s a 
federal judge and a constituent of mine maybe he had been appointed to the 
federal bench by then But I had known him previously and asked him to 
swear me in and had an escort committee of Vic Fazio who later became a 
large presence on the Democratic side m the Congress of the United States 
[Charles Jeremy] Jerry Lewis who now is a very prominent leader on the 
Republican side m the Congress as my escort committee Was sworn m and 
immediately—immediately—went to join my new seatmate who happened to 
be John Vasconcellos because Charlie Warren had been his seatmate 

YATES Right 

ROOS Sat down and here was my orientation To vote yes when the bell nngs you 
hit a green button To vote no you hit a red button And I said Well what s 
the amber button for? Well that s in case you need a sergeant of arms to 
bring you a bill analysis or anything else you might need And I remember 
sitting down and now sobered by the fact that I have tins responsibility and I 
was just overwhelmed 
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The bill would be read by the clerk The speaker would say Is there any 
question or debate'? Hearing none the clerk will open the roll Ding And 
I m trying to find the bill analysis to read what the hell I m even voting on and 
by the time I might get it and read the first line Clerk will close the roll and 
tally the vote Ayes eighty Nos none 

So I thought to myself you know I just had gone through this thing Am I 
really ready for this 7 

Well it s difficult m a special election because you re boom you re thrown 
into it 

Thrown mto the thick of it Well the fact is my first vote was Actually I 
got to listen to a long debate because it was on the budget for the State of 
California for FY 77 78 Right A twenty four billion dollar budget Now 
think about that That was twenty six twenty seven years ago and today our 
budget is around a hundred billion Our deficit approximates twenty four 
billion and that was the entirety of state operations at the time But that was 
my first vote and it was really something when you press that button to realize 
I ve just helped fund the state operations for the next fiscal year 
I would think it would be overwhelming 

Yes it was But then what was more overwhelming was now all of these other 
bills and members are coming up to you They have their dog bills or their 
bills that are going to be very close and the one thing I did realize is that a 
commitment is a commitment is a commitment And the one thing you don t 
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want to do is get off on the bad start of saying Yes 111 support this and then 
an hour later go back and say Gee I didn t know that so and so was on the 
other side of this or I didn t know that the speaker really wanted this bill to 
be defeated So it was an instantaneous There was no onentation 
You really were flying by the seat of the pants but in a way it really 
resembled Which is why the older I get and the more thoughtful I am about 
this whole electoral process there is a reason why we insist that people 
campaign It has a wonderful symmetry with what happens when you get m 
office Things are moving at a very fast very fast pace and you have to be 
fairly sure footed 

YATES Well just for time frame I know you said that the secretary of state certified 
the election you thought within about a week of the election When did you 
go up to Sacramento 9 
ROOS The first available day 
YATES Beginning in July then 9 

ROOS Yes I think No it may have certified earlier because it seems to me that we 
voted on The budget was not late that year 
YATES Yes so you would have had to vote by the end of June 
ROOS Correct I think that s nght I think that I got up there in time because again 
that was my first vote and I believe that was one where again my orientation 
was you get the budget done before June I m sorry before July 
YATES Yes Budgets did pass at one point [on time] 
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ROOS That s right 

YATES And then I want to make sure I understand then that session basically went till 
the end of August 

ROOS Sure Middle of September 

YATES So you re in the thick of it for the next two to three months 

ROOS Yes but can t sleep Can t sleep it s so exciting Staying up late sleeping I 
mean getting up early 

YATES Was your family with you up m Sacramento or did they come back down to 
Los Angeles 9 

ROOS No they came back Yes 

YATES Because that is a question we ask What did you think you were going to do 
about your living arrangements because of the fact that your district is so far 
away 9 

ROOS Well I would assert that m a lot of ways it probably creates If there s a 
tension in a marriage this is only going to amplify it If there s no tension in 
the marriage this is going to create one for a couple of reasons The first and 
foremost is again as a new member the time is like lightning You re there on 
Monday morning and all of a sudden it s Thursday you know and you re 
calling your family every night and sometimes several times through the day 
not only to share your excitement see how everything s going anything that 
you need that can be done 

And so for me it was like I felt like I was gone for a day I m sure for the 
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spouse it s like two weeks rather than one And even though I never dallied— 
once the session was over I was home by Thursday early afternoon—the fact 
is I d go to my district office and work until six at least There were events 
over the weekend and I never went on Sunday night I d always go on 
Monday morning Again the planes were very accommodating in terms of 
gettmg up there early enough so that there was no question about missing the 
session 

But it has to be very difficult on a family and I think that you ve seen a 
trend of more people who get elected moving their families up there although 
with term limits I m sure that kind of countered that trend 
YATES And I imagine it also depends on whether you have young children versus no 
children or older children 

ROOS Exactly And I had young children But I made the decision that there were 
going to be three months where I was going to be home full time number one 
Number two I stnctly adhered to the philosophical notion that there is a reason 
that you represent a district You need to know what those district needs are 
You need to be in touch with the people 

My family became my eyes and ears as well as the primary reason for why 
I had to get back home at the end of every session and stay there through the 
weekend to shop in the grocery stores to go to community meetings to listen 
and to observe and to see how ideas about how to make a better community 
and ultimately a better state how that would shift and ebb and flow 
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YATES This very early period I m interested also in staffing What staff were you 
given 9 How were you set up 9 
ROOS Zero 
YATES OK 

ROOS Not really But later as you mature and jump into a position of leadership it 
was zero My staffing was I got two secretanes in the Capitol and in the 
district office I was able to hire one full time secretary one full time 
administrative assistant and then I had a part time No I m sorry I had a 
second full time person because I probably had some money left over from my 
Capitol office And then I really got into Because I had been executive 
director of Coro I believed in interns and had an intern who later became the 
guy who made the film Dumb and Dumber [Laughter] 

YATES Now also you mentioned of course that your first seatmate was John 
Vasconcellos 
ROOS Yes 

YATES What role did he play m your learning how things worked 9 
ROOS Well a seatmate is very important particularly when you have someone with 
the perspective and the experience and the longevity of John although 
sometimes John would be missing m action for hours at a time And that s 
what you found You found that a lot of members would look at the file and it 
was a routine day and very frankly as a Democrat they would probably be yes 
on everything Because it came out of a committee structure you d tend to 
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trust the work of the committees They ve been issues that have been gone 
over with a fine toothed comb and they generally fit nicely into the direction 
and the philosophy of the caucus It took a while to understand that but 
eventually you do 

So he was a mentor in terms of floor and just observing him My real 
mentors though first and foremost was Jesse Unruh Again because of the 
anecdote I told you about we bonded early and he just was You know if 
you were a baseball player it d be like going out with Willie Mays or Mickey 
Mantle every night Nobody of higher regard who had a better perspective of 
the process who just in telling his stones provided a learning opportunity just 
from the standpoint of How would I have done this 9 Listening to him talk 
about mistakes he had made along with great achievements that he had 
realized 

YATES Well tell me how were you interacting with him at that point 9 He s treasurer 
nght 9 

ROOS Yes He s treasurer but I m alone and again I can t get enough of this 
environment And so we re going out we re having dinner we re having 
several drinks He has a lot of drinks I have less drinks I can t drink as much 
as he can And then again it was a far more collegial town where everybody 
It was a small more rural town as opposed to the cosmopolitan dimension 
that s developed over the course of those twenty seven years 

And so people would gravitate to Frank Fat s So you would be able to sit 
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at a table with the chairman of Ways and Means [Committee] with the 
chairman of Rules [Committee] withUnruh The speaker not Leo McCarthy 
but an old speaker like [Robert] Bobby Moretti would come m and you know 
story after story or current observation after current observation The governor 
would come in Jerry Brown who at that point really had the cachet of a rock 
star almost You know he was dating Linda Ronstadt 

As one of Unruh s favorite lines he said people came up to him and said 
What do you think about Jerry going to Africa with Linda Ronstadt 9 And 
Unruh said It s the first normal thing I ve seen him do I mean he just had 
the You just had this whole world in microcosm after hours with people 
you know really freewheeling ideas and freewheeling observations Well that 
allows you to get a sense of how they re really built as opposed to how they 
posture themselves in some speech on the floor of the legislature So it was 
great and again couldn t get enough 

YATES Obviously you talked about a lot of different things with Jesse Unruh over the 
years but what at least early on did you learn from him 9 
ROOS Keep my mouth shut Basically watch observe make your own book And 
there s no hurry That was probably the best instruction Don t try to 
accomplish all that you need to accomplish in the first week Again kind of lay 
back and take your full measure of all these people that you re working with 
YATES I m curious You mentioned that he talked to you about mistakes he made 


What did he talk about 9 
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Well one that was obvious is that he was on pain pills and drinking a lot and 
also infuriated with the Republicans intransigence on the budget and so he 
locked up the legislature And he said that was by far his worst error because 
people came to him his key lieutenants came to him and said Jesse this is not 
good You ve got to let them out 

You know he admitted to me he said I felt perfectly confident and as 
though I was seeing clearly And he said I wasn t I was impaired I was 
taking these pain pills and also sitting up in the I ve forgot the name of it 
now [El Mirador] It had long closed before I got there But pretty well drunk 
A restaurant 9 
Yes 

You used the plural when you said mentors Who else were you thinking of 7 
Well there was a former majority leader Jack Fenton from Montebello who 
was really kind of a crusty old timer and there were certain things that I drew 
from him I mean a lot of this stuff was over the top 
Now he was still in office when you were 
Yes Oh sure yes 

Because right off the top of my head I can t remember the name 

Yes He was the chairman of Finance [Committee] and Insurance [Committee] 

at the time 

OK Continue I interrupted 

But he liked to take me and a couple of other guys out for lunch Again he had 
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his own style and it was of extreme value to be liked by someone who was so 
senior and had such an important position m the House And again he had the 
experience of really knowing a lot of the people It s so different Anybody 
who s reading this if they re reading this and we re still under term limits as 
dracoman as six years in the assembly and eight years m the senate it s hard 
for them to understand that there were people there who had been there for 
twenty years twenty four years It was very much like the Congress of the 
Umted States without all the impairment of a strict semority system 

But you had people who were there for a long time and they were going to 
be there as far as the eye could see as long as they did their work correctly and 
m keeping with the dynamic changes that would occur m their district So 
Fenton would be real good as other people older people that would give you 
their time they would always make a comment You know Susan oh forget 
her She 11 never give you a vote on anything 

Well if you re new you re going to want to meet Susan and size her up for 
herself and eventually ask her for help on something Then you 11 make your 
measure But it s a good predisposition to have just m terms of how they feel 
about that person because sometimes you can also see a way later down the 
road of where you might bridge the differences that exist between Jack and 
Susan because you ve been able to build a relationship with both of them 
So it s instructive in a variety of ways You just get a sense of the true 
feelings that some people have about some other people that you re serving 



170 


YATES 

ROOS 


YATES 

ROOS 

YATES 

ROOS 

YATES 

ROOS 


with and that s always helpful when you re trying to put together a consensus 
on something that becomes larger than the personal differences that exist 
among this diversity in this body called the assembly 
How did you connect with Jack Fenton? 

I think he connected with me and I was willing Jack would put off a lot of 
people but I was willing I was soaking up everybody and everything 
Clearly you go up there and you see some people who you know you aren t 
going to like very much at all that you 11 tolerate and that you 11 be courteous 
and cordial to but you don t want to spend time Jack had enough going for 
him m so many ways We both liked baseball and again I know he made the 
initial move of inviting me out to lunch and so then it became reciprocal 
because again I enjoyed him 
Was there anybody else you d identify as a mentor? 

No Those are really the only I mean I m sure there was [Meldon E ] 

Mel Levine was elected one week after me and he was right next door so we 

spent time together But we re both in the same 

Boat 

Yes exactly So he clearly isn t a mentor 
How were you able to help each other out? 

Jack Mayesh who was Berman s chief of staff I really liked him and I 
gravitated toward him and I learned a lot from him But that was really 
Unruh was huge m the thing and Jack Fenton was a senior guy I could relate to 
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and work with I had a relationship with Vic Fazio and you know he wasn t 
there that long 

YATES He went on to Congress 

ROOS But he was always good for bouncing ideas I immediately gravitated to and 
very much admired Julian [C ] Dixon and Julian Dixon was very helpful He 
became someone who I felt comfortable going to and asking a question about 
the propriety of this or that 

YATES You just mentioned Mel Levine and the fact that he came in within a week or 
so of when you did 

ROOS Yes Warren resigned and then Alan [G ] Sieroty resigned because he was 
elected to the state senate 

YATES Right What ways were you able to help each other out if at all 9 

ROOS Well I had known Mel We connected a lot earlier in fact played baseball 

together Mel had a team called the Hollywood Stars and I played for a couple 
of years But it just became more difficult than fun you know to get to the 
games and again you had a wife and kids and they expected some amount of 
time with you rather than to see you off to a baseball game 

YATES So you knew each other beforehand 

ROOS We knew each other I d worked with his wife his then wife Jan [Greenburg] 
who was working for Zev Yaroslavsky after he just got elected at that overlap 
time when I was at city hall and liked her very very much So we just 
connected We had connected previously so it was a natural friendship And 
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most of our stuff was social You begin to branch off 

Mel was certainly much more of a liberal than I was from the standpoint 
of he would seek out and a lot of his evening activities I think would be with 
people from the environmental community And that just didn t grab I 
represented an inner city district That wasn t where my interests and passions 
were Mel was not the kind of guy who would have had a great time m my 
opinion on almost an evemng to evemng basis hanging out with Unruh and a 
lot of the older guys So we d see each other and talk during the day 

We were on the Criminal Justice Committee together because it truly used 
to be—and I would argue that there s where I knew I truly was a liberal at my 
root because it was the graveyard for draconian crime and pumslunent 
legislation 

[JohnT] Jack Knox was a mentor and just to listen to Ken Maddy and 
Jack Knox on that committee was really instructive m terms of understanding 
the delicate homeostasis that is required if we are going to stay free in a true 
democracy 

YATES Well that reminds me You d mentioned about the fact that Jerry Brown had 
vetoed the death penalty 

ROOS Right 

YATES And that was one of the I guess issues or hot issues when you came up in 
addition to the budget So what happened with that when you came up to the 


legislature to Sacramento 9 
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ROOS Well there is one great story around this because again it just 
YATES Only one 9 [Laughter] 

ROOS Really only one Because I was pretty well known for my view and again at 
some point to the people who are trying to advance an outcome you re just a 
number You ve got roots I would have had much more action if I would 
have gone up and said I m undecided Then people would have clobbered 
me OK 9 

But this is a great story So I m sitting m my little four by four office or 
whatever it is—six by six but to me it was thirty by thirty—on the sixth floor 
next to the cafeteria and the buzzer rings the com line and it s my secretary 
kind of excited And she said Governor Reagan is on the phone 
I said Ronald Reagan is on the phone 9 
Yes He wants to speak to you 
Well I pick it up Hello Governor How are you 9 
Well Mike how are you 9 came the unmistakable voice of Ronald 
Reagan And he immediately launches into this argument about why he would 
be hopeful I would ovemde the governor s veto of the death penalty Well 
again I was fairly smart m some areas and I wanted to just take this 
conversation off the table I thought it was unfair I thought good for him for 
calling And I said Governor I can t tell you how much I admire and 
appreciate the fact that you would take time to call me but I must tell you that 
there is just no way I can do this I mean I left no little crack at nothing 
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And I will forever be a big admirer of Ronald Reagan because he stayed on 
the phone with me for another twenty minutes with stones with You 
know but always kind of like coming back Well are you sure^ You know 
And he was just fantastic I really thought this guy is real good and had a 
chance to tell Jimmy Carter that at some point in the future in 1979 

But it was a thnll It taught me a lot about how big people act m politics 
on matters that they truly have told everybody that they care about That was 
under the radar screen Reagan never got any publicity never any story I m 
sure he called a huge number of people on the Democratic side trying to 
convince them 

In a way I m surpnsed that he went for somebody who was clearly opposed to 
the death penalty You d think that he would have targeted—or Republican or 
whoever—would have targeted people that were in the middle the gray area 
Well I m sure he had an opimon about the fact that I was new and that you 
know maybe I would be 
You might be susceptible 

Well it s just like Listen I ve already heard legions of stones about the 
cave in factor among people who are just so overwhelmed that this big time 
movie star would pay attention and remember their name It works It works 
And I m sure that there was a lot of people who said Well call the new guys 
You may be able to shake em loose 
Makes sense 
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ROOS It sure does And I ve seen people who that clearly would have worked with 
and [Joseph Graham] Gray’ Davis [Jr ] comes to mind [Laughter] 

YATES I was teasing about the only one story 

ROOS I m only kidding about it Right Although Gray was chief of staff clearly was 
communicating that We are against this override And of course when he 
ran for office changed his stance on the death penalty 
YATES Anything else about the death penalty issue in terms of what happened 9 
ROOS No There are always those moments where it comes into focus that the 

California legislature—and other legislatures across the country by the way— 
is truly the last deliberative legislative body The Congress really isn t They 
pretty much know the outcome and you go and you give your speech 

But on the floor of the state senate or state assembly you can see votes 
changing based upon the powerfulness of a speech I ve seen it countless 
times and you remember those times Well the death penalty I think was 
pretty much in hand but it was a powerful moment because people as they do 
on all life and death issues have their passions and those passions are 
absolutely expressed with no restraint on the floor during the debate And I 
remember being so struck by that 

I was also struck by something a lot less but it was powerful And that 
was very quickly in my career somebody had a bill—I think it was [Eugene] 
Gene [T ] Gualco—about letting adoptees have access to who their biological 
parents were and where they lived 
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Well So you re sitting there and you ve read the bill summary and all of 
a sudden you 11 see all of these microphones going up And 111 bet you there 
were at least five members who you thought you knew them fairly well and 
they d stand up as an adoptee or as an adoptive parent Again there are 
moments where the passions of people expressing what led them up to their 
conclusion is extremely provocative and gripping And on that one I didn t 
know where I was until the end of the debate And I made my decision 

YATES The floor debate you said 

ROOS Exactly 

YATES And what was your decision 7 

ROOS I can t remember I believe that I was persuaded by Bruce Young who was an 
adoptee to allow the access to the file to let them know who their biological 
parents were Anyway 

YATES Let me ask you too at that point when you are coming m m the throes of all 
this which is going on on the floor What was happening with the Democratic 
Caucus m terms of meeting and discussing issues 7 

ROOS Well there was a lot of caucus activity as you can well imagine in 1978 when 
[Howard] Jarvis is beginning to percolate 

YATES That was one question I had and we can talk more m depth about Prop 13 1 
But when you came m 77 what was the discussion about tax reform or 
anything at that point 7 


1 Proposition 13 (June 1978) tax limitation 
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ROOS Modest Tins is a good question because it was one where I was conflicted by 
what I knew or what I had seen 
YATES At the district level 9 

ROOS Yes And the instruction of Unruh to kind of you know sit back and don t be 
too expressive I didn t feel I felt like I was well liked I felt that I was 
beginning to develop respect m the area of housing But I didn t insinuate 
myself into a lot of the conversations big ones you know where you re called 
upon and you speak to the entire caucus I would speak to individual members 
YATES And this is still that summer of 77 

ROOS Exactly And I could tell that most of the members up there frankly were 

prisoners of the history Ronald Reagan had tried something similar to Jarvis 
sunk Phil Watson the L A County assessor had come with somethmg 
decimated And I think they saw well if these These are two powerful 

guys Now here s this ne er do well guy you know [California] Apartment 
Association Give me a break 
YATES You re talking about Jarvis 

ROOS Yes a gadfly guy So I think that they took it lightly And what I was telling 
people who I would talk to individually is that You know when I was 
working for Braude I went to a couple of these public meetings in places that 
would only draw maybe thirty citizens People were spilling out the back and 
staying there for the entire meetmg to say What are you going to do about my 
accelerating I said People are mad But I felt that again they had a 
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strategy as we move now into the fall which was to put a counter initiative on 
the ballot 

YATES Yes Prop 8 1 I believe it was 
ROOS Exactly 
YATES Hold on one second 
[End Tape 4 Side A] 

[Begin Tape 4 Side B] 

YATES OK You were just starting to talk about how what became Prop 13 or the tax 
reform movement was again regaining momentum and what was going on in 
terms of discussions m the caucus at that point 
ROOS Right You know it was one where you saw the idiosyncrasies and the 

egocentrism of the two houses The senate had their ideas and they were not 
being wonderfully cooperative with the assembly and vice versa m terms of 
coming up with a unified plan 

The governor as it happened absolutely misled the legislature about the 
magnitude of the surplus that they were sitting on Now a lot of people believe 
that Jerry Brown after 76 had truly gotten the presidential bug and was 
thinking about a run in 1980 and that the surplus was going to be one of the 
things that he would boast about in terms of his stewardship of California 

I think the numbers that [Department of] Finance gave us was built on the 


1 Proposition 8 (June 1978) owner occupied dwellings tax rate 
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assumption Now remember the surplus was important because you would 
basically peg how much money you could give back in tax relief based upon 
the size of what you had to give exclusive of what you d already funded for 
state operations And I think what they were talking about was a billion maybe 
two As it wound up as we found out in the aftermath of Prop 13 it was six 
billion dollars which agam when you think about a twenty four billion dollar 
budget we had just passed is unbelievable unbelievable 

And so we could have really sweetened the deal if we would have known 
the true numbers But the one thing I remember in my foggmess of memory 
about the events was it seemed that every time Leo would stand up and give a 
report it was like you know The senate is just impossible Who knows 
what the senate was saying but I would imagine the same thing 
YATES So [James R ] Jim Mills'? 

ROOS Right 

YATES Now you explained the issue of the figures and I take it that s what you mean 
when you say Brown wasn t upfront about what the amount was 
ROOS Well Brown or his [deputy] director of finance [Cliff Allenby] It didn t 

matter The fact is is that I just don t think that unless it was a true intent to be 
deceptive that you could be off by that much And truly the conclusion 
reached by every member of the legislature that you d ever converse with after 
13 had passed and like it s Oh my god the sky s falling and what are we 
going to do 9 What are we going to do 9 everyone else reached the conclusion 
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that that was deception on the executive branch s part not to let us know what 
the true number was for whatever reason 

YATES Is there anything else you can add about Just to continue with the topic of 
Prop 13 and what was going on up until the election when it passed the 
initiative passed in June of 78? 

ROOS Well it was not so much m fighting 13 as it was m trying to advance our 

initiative and that s what most of the conversation was about And you know 
when you look at it it s just a senes of comical errors like trying to get 
everybody in the caucus to support Prop 13 Well there s a certain idiocy in 
that 

YATES You mean Prop 8 or Prop 13? 

ROOS No to oppose Prop 13 and support Prop 8 The idiocy is is that this became 
one of the great watersheds of people s distrust and dislike of government you 
know And so the worst thing you could have is a bunch of politicians 
supporting it But that was part of the ploy 

YATES Well then of course Governor Brown also did his own shift once Prop 13 
passed 

ROOS Right 

YATES What did that do in terms of the relationship between the governor s office and 
the legislature? 

ROOS Well there was always because of Jerry Brown s style a lot of bad feelings 

There were all kinds of stones and personal examples of where you d ask for a 
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meeting and he d keep you waiting for several hours and you d find out that 
you know he was in tins engrossed conversation of how do we launch a 
satellite for California which by the way I mean fascinatingly probably 
would have been a great idea and a great money maker but at the time people 
just saw him as flaky in a lot of ways not to say that he wasn t charismatic not 
to say that he didn t have an eclectic creative brilliant mind in a lot of ways 
But it was a frustration that he was doing very very He could have done a 
lot more in terms of programming an agenda with the legislature 

YATES And then Gray Davis of course is in the mix m all of this also So how was 
he able to work or help or not help the relationship between the governor s 
office and the legislature 9 

ROOS I think it was one I don t know I was still too new truly I mean I would 
get a kick if they just remembered my name It was that type of a deal But I 
believe that a lot of people saw Gray as you know working for Gray You 
know he was advancing his agenda although it was clear that he was the 
orgamzation of the operation 

If there was any orgamzation you have to credit Gray You d have to 
credit Gray with again organizing Jerry s fundraising operation organizing his 
calendar bemg I think fairly much of a taskmaster in terms of You ve got to 
focus on this issue You ought to talk to these people etc I think Gray was a 
good chief of staff I think that you had such a combustible figure m Jerry 
Brown who really followed his own muse in terms of what he wanted to do at 
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any given moment 

YATES Now you did mention that he would show up at some of the watering holes or 
whatever you want to call them of Sacramento Frank Fat s So did you get to 
know him at all have any interaction with him at all m those situations 7 
ROOS Not really No But flash forward to New Year s Eve 2003 where I m with 
Willie Brown at a party in San Francisco and Jerry blows by and says My 
great to see you You know 111 never I guess you still must be angry 
And named like five bills of mine that he vetoed I mean it was just 
unbelievable to me 
YATES His memory 
ROOS Exactly 

YATES Those personal skills that he has 

ROOS Right Right And just always entertaining to talk to or to listen to 
YATES Well let me ask you one other question about that 

ROOS So during the thing during the actual period from 77 to 78 no I didn t I 
didn t Then he was there till 82 and you know increasingly But just 
you know I never did get It s just funny how things change I mean I got 
the wannest feeling I ve ever got from him January of 2004 I remember 
vividly being at bill signings I remember vividly being a supplicant saying 
Governor this bill is important to me I think it s important for California 
Here are the reasons There s no downside in your signing it in my opinion 


blah blah blah 
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And you know he would be thoughtful about it or at least give me 
feedback 111 never forget one of the things that he said He said You know 
me Mike He said When it gets hot m the kitchen I get out of the kitchen 
So I knew then he was going to veto it even though he d given me a hearing 

YATES Which bill was this 9 

ROOS That was that new cities bill 1 which became a very very big press story and I 
think a big mistake for California I still believe that that bill had its place 
And since we re on it the argument that I d made to him is that for this 
statewide commission that would supercede in areas over a certain amount of 
acreage of developers willing to say We will at our cost put m the 
infrastructure We will develop 25 percent low and very low moderate income 
housing and do all these other kinds of things that were basically being 
rejected by many local governments which continued to constrain the supply 
of housing or to make it so protracted that it naturally drove up the prices I 
said Governor this is a statewide commission chaired by the treasurer It 
can t meet if it s never funded You can work out the details with local 
government and those people who are just on your back and keep a sword of 
Damocles over them which would be beneficial for you it seems to me by 
saying OK If you don t do these sets of things then I m going to fund this 
commission It becomes a wonderful leveraging item But he didn t want to 
hear of it 


1 AB 893 1980 1981 Reg Sess (1981) 
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YATES I was reading about that a little bit but I don t have as much knowledge about 
it 111 want to come back and ask you some questions about it Well let me 
ask you to go back again to this we re still in this early period One thing I 
didn t ask you about was what happened m terms of your committee 
assignments in negotiating those when you came in? 

ROOS It s a great question because again it s hard to replicate with words the sheer 
joy I would have done anything If they d said We don t have any 
committees for you I d say OK Thanks a lot you know almost Can I 
still sit on the floor and vote? I mean that s how fabulous it was But I was 
treated with respect I was treated with all of the power that the speaker could 
have to comply or to respond to things I had a low horizon from this 
standpoint 

He immediately says I want to put you on Criminal Justice [Committee] 

I know you re not a lawyer but I need somebody from a safe district I said 
Fine He didn t tell me that I expect you to vote this way He said I just 
need somebody from a safe district And then it was like Well what are you 
interested in? 

I think most of the new members would Clearly everybody knows 
that money is the mother s milk If you re able to aggregate money if you re 
able to do those things you re able to participate in the leadership group 
helping to save seats or create new opportunities for Democrats You re then 
paid attention to and when opportunities for upward mobility amve you re on 
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the short list So money is always important 

Money also becomes important if who knows what happens Somebody 
dies who s m your congressional district you may want to run for Congress 
Money helps So most people in my position would say Well I d like to be 
on Finance and Insurance or I would like to be on Ways and Means or 
Yes Those are the power committees 

Power jobs yes And I just knew that I had no chance even though some 
would argue always make the top guy say no because they re only going to 
say no so many times before they start getting nervous about are you going to 
be responsive when they finally ask you for a vote for speaker or an 
endorsement for some other office where they think they need you 

But I truly was interested I d looked around enough before I d come 
up My dad was a small contractor I felt like I understood housing and that 
at the point was a very undernourished second tier committee And I said I 
wanted to be on the Housing Committee 
This is Housing and Community Development [Committee] 7 
Right And he couldn t say yes fast enough 
Leo McCarthy 
Yes What a break 

He needed somebody on there and most people didn t want to be on there 7 
Exactly Exactly But that became important for me, because I really elevated 
its visibility and you know it s one of those things It gets back to the 
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comment I made about the committee structure Any housing bill that came on 
the floor invariably five or six members would yell over Is this OK ? to me 
Not to the chairman to me And so that s when you knew you were being 
respected for specific knowledge in a subject matter area 
YATES You also went on to Labor Employment and Consumer Affairs [Committee] 
ROOS Yes Bill Lockyer chaired it 

YATES And the background on why you ended up on that committee 7 
ROOS Because after Housing I said Whatever you need me for I was trying to be a 
team player I mean that s my nature it wasn t calculated But it certainly 
helps the leader not to have to worry about somebody who s whining about 
Well I got on Housing and so you need to now give me this 
YATES Let me jump ahead a little bit I thought one of the mam things we could talk 
about 

ROOS And Labor Employment was changed to Consumer Affairs [Committee] 
YATES OK 
ROOS After 

YATES So what I was going to say next is why don t we jump ahead a little bit and 
then probably wrap up today with or at least get started with discussing about 
what happened with the leadership in the assembly 
ROOS Great idea 

YATES So just a broad question First talk about Leo McCarthy and his style as 
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ROOS I m going to excuse myself 
[Interruption] 

YATES We just stopped for a short break So I was asking I wanted to launch into the 
speakership battle as it s been called But first talk about Leo McCarthy and 
what he was like as leader 

ROOS Well forme Leo was king of the mountain Leo had a very circumspect way 
clearly not austere but a certain remoteness that I think worked well when he 
was in power but I think also in a lot of ways gave certain people the excuse 
to vote against him He was just not a warm and fuzzy guy He ran it like you 
would imagine maybe the president of the university you know where never 
any doubt that if you needed to see him you would see him 

But he just didn t seem accessible contrasted to a Jesse Unruh who s out 
m the street every night and was when he was speaker compared to a Willie 
Brown where you just run over to his office And if it s a member you go 
right in ahead of any interest group That s just the way he was So that s why 
it would have been better to ask the question I had a lot of respect for Leo 
I thought he was a good solid leader 

I was never afraid of Leo but it was like you don t want to You re 
never going to be real friends with the guy And by the way you may not be 
real friends with Willie Brown but he s going to make you feel like He s 
going to ask you to do something with him That s what I m saying As I said 
I had a great feeling about Leo McCarthy and he always treated me 
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spectacularly and there was no hesitation—well there was a slight hesitation m 
my support of him when the Berman challenge became real 
YATES Just to interrupt you for a second You were saying that he was a good leader 
and I think you just described some of the qualities that made him a good 
leader But on a real practical level talk about that his abilities for example 
in raising money 

ROOS Yes I want to be clear about Leo I think that what people would generally 
reach consensus on is that he tried to It seemed like a more hierarchical 
orgamzation In other words you knew when you were at the bottom I think 
you knew when you were m the middle and that you were near the top And 
he did a lot of stuff through his caucus chair Julian Dixon his majority leader 
Howard Berman In other words it was almost either indicated overtly or you 
just got the feeling As a young guy I probably ought to go see Howard or 
Julian the caucus chairman rather than to try to bother the speaker So that s 
that 

And Leo when I say good leader Leo would have the yellow pad and it 
would kind of be like during a test where you don t want anybody to cheat off 
of your thing But he was a very methodical guy And close to the vest that s 
what I want to say He seemed close to the vest But certainly expressive when 
he was ready to be expressive and always friendly 

But again here s a guy who was dedicated to his marriage in a 
wonderful—and to his family—in a real admirable way He was home every 
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night every night we were in session He would leave the Capitol at five 
o clock five thirty and drive to San Francisco and come back the next 
morning mne or ten an incredible burden to bear But I am telling you you 
miss a lot of the stuff as leader particularly discontent as we will talk about 
later I m sure 

YATES Well just touch a little bit And this isn t a criticism of him in asking the 
question just what was happening in terms of the issue of raising money to 
help Democratic candidates etc at that point 
ROOS Well I did I insinuated myself on that process I told Julian Dixon and I think 
I told Leo that I really wanted to try to help the caucus and he had a very 
We had a good fundraising operation We actually had meetings around a table 
like this where ten fifteen people would show up and they would pledge a 
certain amount of money Our campaigns were always funded I mean well 
we had the highest number of seats then I think m the history of the modem 
time 

YATES Yes I think I have the numbers here 
ROOS I think we had fifty five fifty six members at one point 
YATES Yes Seventy seven to 78 I have fifty seven Democrats twenty [three] 
Republicans 

ROOS There you go Exactly 

YATES And then it started dropping a little bit after that 

ROOS Well because of Prop 13 Truly veto proof and that s why you got the 
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budgets on time You had your two thirds 

YATES So you just alluded briefly to what happened or what the weaknesses were how 
things started to change m terms of the beginning of what became the 
McCarthy Berman Brown 

ROOS Yes Well the seeds were 

YATES I didn t finish I didn t find the right word but you know what I m talking 
about What happened next 9 

ROOS Well I think what happened next is that OK we re through 78 But no one 
can truly understand what it s like to be at the policymaking level m 
government and you have a nuclear explosion like Prop 13 where you have to 
change the roles relationships and responsibilities m many cases of every 
level of government Special districts where you have to invent or jury ng 
which by the way I was somewhat expressive about by then 

I said something on the order of Look We ran a multimillion dollar 
campaign saying that all hell would break loose Police services would suffer 
dramatically fire services would suffer dramatically libraries would be closed 
on and on and on And now we are spending full time trying to figure out how 
to make these institutions whole using surpluses using funny financing all of 
this stuff I said You think that we lack credibility now What do we do 
after nothing bad happens 9 

And it s an instructive debate because you do find out that the better 
angels in people usually come out which is you know we have to fix and 
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explain how we fixed it as opposed to you let it become your prophecy which 
would have happened if we would have let things run as they were 

So anyway that argument—for what it was not to say it was a great 
argument—did lose out so everybody went to work about fixing the impact of 
Prop 13 so little would be felt by the citizens at large 

That was a horrendous time because there were deeply seeded arguments 
with respect to winners and losers because there were winners and losers m 
terms of sorting out whose going to pay for this whose going to pay for that 
how are we going to keep the light You know all of this stuff And when 
you re the leader you ultimately make the decision Well that makes some 
people angry 

And the one good thing about being around all the time is that you can 
later vent that anger over a dnnk and the leader can pretty much put m his 
computer or her computer how I can make that person more whole m the 
future maybe not on this specific issue area but something else that they feel 
strongly about I think Leo clearly handicapped himself by not being around to 
let that happen 

The second thing is is that now McCarthy m his own mind in my 
opinion having fixed Prop 13 s impact and gotten a lot of coverage during 
this period feels like he s ready to step up And you hear things about either 
governor but I think at that time you really only heard Maybe you only 
heard United States Senate Maybe it was governor Umted States Senate But 
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the long and the short of it is he s ready to move 

Now that is like saying after you ve just been elected This is going to be 
my last term Guess what 9 People don t take you as senously They don t 
deal with you like they used to It is why everybody holds off until after the 
term to say I m not running for re election because you So the minute 
that someone s 

YATES You handicap yourself 

ROOS Of course you do And so the minute you hear and perceive that he is really 

spreading his wings And this came down Now we re compressing the 
time frame up until December of 1979 He had a huge dinner m Los Angeles 
and there s a certain irony It was at the Convention Center and it s a very 
cold place even when you try to move plants m But he had so many people 
that were coming he needed a venue like this 

And if you said something about it being cold somebody would say 
Well look at who we re honoring Those were the kinds of things where you 
knew this guy had been inflicted with damage He s on the ascendancy and 
yet his own caucus is moving Some factions within his own caucus 
moving away 

Well this didn t strike me because again I m very new But he has Ted 
Kennedy who is a megastar still is He has Ted Kennedy as a speaker He 
didn t introduce one member I think every member of this caucus was there 
and didn t introduce anybody This was an unbelievable blow to the egos of 
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the more senior guys many of whom were thinking about maybe spreading 
their wings for statewide office or whatever That s a big deal for a politician 
to be recognized 

And when you re talking about the leader of your own caucus particularly 
when you re breast beating about your accomplishments or the 
accomplishments of the assembly it s a double whammy 

Well it wasn t that long after where I got a phone call from Jim Costa 
who was jumor to me saying Did you hear 9 What 9 That right now 
Berman is meeting with McCarthy saying that he has the votes and wants Leo 
to step aside in favor of him Well this is like 
YATES And Berman was majority leader at the time Correct 9 
ROOS Yes He was majority leader hand picked by the speaker So I was struck by 
what an act of rebellion this was and of disloyalty and I was struck by the fact 
that a jumor member knew more about it than I did OK 9 And he was for 
Berman And so that told me something about on a pragmatic level do I really 
want to jump to Berman 9 It seems to me I m an after afterthought 

So I didn t see a lot of opportunity for me in that route particularly when I 
had spent a lot of tune with Jack Mayesh the chief of staff to Howard and 
liked Howard a lot So that was the beginning Plus remember now I was 
Jimmy Carter s campaign manager for re election I m on top of the world 
This kind of like shatters now what I saw as my secure home base Now we re 
going to have a speakership contest 9 Oh my gosh 
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YATES Right You were the [state director] And we 11 touch on that But let s 
continue with the speakership 

ROOS Well everyone had been conditioned by lnstory that these things were like six 
day wars They re going to be over 
YATES The speakership 

ROOS It s going to be over and resolved as quickly as it starts Well I immediately 
called Art Torres and Gwen Moore and asked if they knew about it Yes they 
had heard about it And didn t it make sense for us to be a combine that none 
of us would move until the three of us decided which way we wanted to move 
YATES So you talked to Gwen Moore 
ROOS Gwen Moore and Art Torres 
YATES And they d heard 

ROOS And they all thought that was a great idea We tried to call some other people 
but they were already They were gone 
YATES You mean they were already in the Berman camp 7 

ROOS Or in somebody s camp Yes So it looked like it would be the three of us and 
that was a page nght out of an Unruh book of you know three or four votes 
really matter if you can keep it together Well the sad fact is is that by 
midnight Art Torres had gone to McCarthy unilaterally and that has its own 
resurrection in another part of the story 

And Gwen Moore We were all talking like every thirty minutes I 
could notice that she was getting shakier and shakier She had Julian Dixon s 



195 

old seat and I just believe that they And Berman had pretty much done her 

campaign I think that they just said If you don t go with us we 11 run 
somebody against you 
YATES In the next election 

ROOS We know the district better than you do So anyway I was out there single 
and alone by the next forty eight hours later Torres was promised majority 
leader by Leo and Torres was sitting on the couch when Willie Brown came in 
And remember there wasn t any love lost between McCarthy and Brown 
McCarthy had humiliated Willie in 1975 winning the speakership in what 
everybody thought was a fait accompli for Willie Brown when Bob Moretti 
left Nineteen seventy four not 75 

Anyway Brown said Well Leo you ve got a problem Dispassionate 
cold I m sure I wasn t there Remember Torres is sitting on the couch And 
they have a long conversation about how he can win and Willie said 111 be 
for you but I need to be majonty leader And McCarthy said Done 
YATES Now you just said you weren t there How did you hear this 7 
ROOS From a couple of accounts Willie being the first and Art Agnos being the 
second 

YATES OK So it happened 

ROOS It happened And again fatal flaw I think Leo went up to Art after and said 
Art I know you understand 111 take care of you I know you understand I 
had to get Willie Well apparently Art said he understood but within a week 
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he and [Richard J ] Alatorre had left McCarthy and were with Berman and that 
changed the whole dynamic 

Tell me a time frame Now when is this approximately*? 

Well I got a call from Richard and Art on Christmas eve of 79 
So late December 

Saying they wanted me to know because of their feelings for me And I said 
Goddamn I said What do you want me to say*? And I think it was almost 
like Come with us And I said I can t do that And anyway so it was a 
strained conversation a tough conversation because I was operating under the 
same theory as everybody else that this would be a short fight and that the 
minute somebody got to the tipping point of having the majority of the caucus 
it was over 

Yes It wouldn t become this complicated 

Exactly And sure enough Art and Richard gave Berman the majority of the 
caucus 

So it s not over 

Funny thing And this is where you begin to see the ascension of Willie 
Brown So we have a vital meeting at the airport San Francisco [International] 
Airport of our caucus And it s McCarthy calling the media and instantaneous 
I can t remember whether it was right at the first of the year It had to be 
before we reconvened so it might have been late December between 


Christmas and New Year s Can t remember 
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So we all go up and everybody s got this terrible look on their face of 
defeat but really kind of like well what are the leaders going to feel? What 
are we going to do 9 What are we going to do 9 And Leo really Well I want 
to hear from everybody So everybody s talking and all of a sudden I see this 
black Porsche drive up because we could see out and out comes this guy 
unmistakably Willie black leather jacket black leather pants black T shirt 
Meeting s already been going on probably thirty five minutes or so 
YATES And was it all the whole caucus 9 
ROOS Yes 

YATES Except Willie showing up 

ROOS No it s all McCarthy votes in the caucus 

So Willie strolls m and I remember he was almost like a black panther 
You know he just kind of stayed close to the wall He really gets everybody s 
attention with this outfit he s got on And he moves to the back of the room 
And I remember [Louis J ] Lou Papan was talking about majority of the 
caucus blah blah blah How are we going to get back before we reconvene 
and the motion is made to vacate the chair 9 

And it was almost like this voice booms out Have any of you fucking 
guys ever read the rules 9 Whoa Hey Well that gets our Well it s 
Willie And he said This is unbelievable He said If you read the rules the 
rules clearly say it takes forty one votes to vacate the chair Do they have 
forty one votes 9 
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It had always been a tradition that the majority of the caucus announce to 
the Republicans who their selection was and the Republicans followed suit 
He says As far as I know he said I don t think any of those Republicans 
are going to vote for fucking Howard Berman [Laughter] Right? He said I 
don t think they have forty one 

And now all of a sudden there s a new day It s hallelujah Hallelujah 
And of course everybody finds in the rules or everybody really did know it 
took forty one but everyone had always operated on assumption and on 
tradition And so Willie for the first time asserts this idea and so there s a 
feeling of second life second breath And with a rejuvenated spirit I guess the 
first call that Leo made was to I guess Carol Hallett was already m place 
As minority leader? 

Yes And she said We aren t inclined to do anything You guys fight it out 
The Republicans were in the catbird seat if they didn t vote because now 
moving into the elections they would have this internecine war between these 
two people trying to become or remain speaker That s perfect That allows 
them to consolidate their fundraising and speak with one voice and go out and 
get candidates 

What we wound up doing is we had two candidates m every primary the 
Berman candidate and the McCarthy candidate Doubled the expense just 
useless wasted At the Democratic Convention there were all these buttons 
which basically was you know majority of the caucus should I can t 
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remember the precise language but it was a Berman play to try to get the 
Democratic activists Why should the Republicans decide who the speaker is 1 ? 
It should be the majonty of the caucus But everybody dug in and we ran our 
races 

YATES So you re talking This is most of 1980 right 9 

ROOS This is most of 1980 And then m the June primary of course everybody takes 

out a sharp pencil And guess what 9 On the basis of McCarthy candidates and 
Berman candidates coming out of the primary it shifted back to where 
McCarthy had the majonty of the caucus 

But this was very hard times very hard times You had people who had 
been extremely friendly now almost being outwardly hostile Art Agnos and 
Art Torres didn t—they lived across the street from one another—didn t talk 
didn t acknowledge one another The fury It was the worst time I could ever 
imagine It really gives you one small tiny little fragment of an insight on what 
it must have been like to be m the Congress poor to the Civil War because this 
truly was a civil war And it s just ugly 
YATES So now you said the votes are going back towards McCarthy 
ROOS Based upon the assumption that if all of the McCarthy pnmary victors won in 
seats that were Democratic and all the Berman 
YATES Yes you d have the vote the Democratic votes 


ROOS You d have the Democratic majority of the caucus and in that case the 

Republicans would go with whoever the majonty was You aren t going to 
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operate without a speaker or there would have been a cave in Something 
would have happened 

So then we get to November and McCarthy gets creamed Creamed How 
many members of the caucus were there in 1980? 

YATES Well see these figures are from 79 80 I m not sure where the timing is 
ROOS Seventy nine 80 OK 

YATES And it s thirty Republicans and fifty Democrats Does that sound about right? 
ROOS Yes So let s say that Berman wound up like with twenty seven members for 
him and Leo had twenty three for him OK? 

YATES Yes 

ROOS Actually it was 27 22 with [Thomas M ] Tom Hannigan saying he wouldn t 
vote for either he was so sickened by it OK? 

So now we have this meeting in San Francisco the day after the election 
YATES The November of 80 election 

ROOS Well you kind of knew I mean it is why boxing is a great allegory for what 
happens m human events when someone lands a blow where the fighter still 
thinks he s in it but his eyes are fixed and glazed or he s on the canvas In this 
case you saw McCarthy on the canvas Had a table like tins 1 McCarthy comes 
in does not sit at the head of the table He sits in the middle of the deal which 
was instructive on itself And basically everybody comes in with these long 

1 Mr Roos is refemng a large table m the conference room where the interview 
took place 
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faces and there are no new ideas It s just We have lost And it s only a 
matter of time 

But then this guy comes in Willie Brown Actually he had been m I 
think he was on time for this meeting And he said Doesn t it make sense 
Now again no idea from anybody other than to just lose Willie says 
Doesn t it make sense that we notify the Berman That we keep our 
discipline We ve hung together for eleven months We keep our discipline 
Because if Berman picks us off one at a time there will be some people who 
will be severely punished They will have nothing and that isn t right If we 
stick together we can bargain for peace And we ought to have a negotiating 
committee ask them to employ a negotiating committee and begin to negotiate 
our status each and every member coming out of this with dignity and an 
opportunity to continue to play a role in the House 

Hey Who could Even though there were a lot of people at the table 
where you knew they couldn t wait to get to the first pay phone to make their 
deal with Howard But Willie sold it And maybe people had conversations 
but I am telling you nothing happened This group stayed together 

Now when it breaks up Maxine Waters Elihu Hams and I kind of linger 
behind And it was truly Maxine who said Willie Brown ought to be 
speaker I said You re goddamn right he should be And Elihu Harris said 
You re right Well let s go talk to Willie Perfect So you know there 
were no cell phones back then I mean you had cell phones but they were 
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anchored in your car 

So we ran ovei to his legislative office because I think he had said 
something Actually we might have even said Where are you going to be? 
And then that s when we talked So we go over and 111 never forget this This 
was like I ve never seen Willie before or after be so quiet for so long where we 
said We want you to listen to us And he assumed that kind of austere 
posture and we began about why he ought to be speaker and how we felt we 
could get there 

And we made the case for like thirty five minutes and he said What you 
propose is absolutely insane He said You just can t get there 

Why not? 

Well he said 111 give you one He said McCarthy won t vote for 
me 

What? We ve been with McCarthy for you know that son of a 
Yes he will vote for you 

He won t He said Let s go over there right now 

So we called up and Leo was in his office and we said Can we come 
over? Now we go over and the three of us sit right across from McCarthy at 
his desk and Willie s kind of in the back We make the pitch to McCarthy 

And McCarthy said Gee I don t know if I can vote for Willie Holy 

shit 

You know and so we basically say to Leo Leo Maxme and I are the only 
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two southern Californians that supported you We have enormous threats to 
our careers if Howard Berman becomes speaker And that was a perception 
because they tried to get George Takai the guy on Star Trek to run against me 
I made it a big caucus issue 
YATES When was that 9 
[End Tape 4 SideB] 
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[Session 5 February 3 2004] 

[Begin Tape 5 Side A] 

YATES So we re going to pick up where we left off First I do have one question I 
want to ask you before we jump back into the discussion when you and 
Maxine Waters and Elihu Harris were meeting with McCarthy and Brown was 
there also You made the comment that with the June 1980 elections the votes 
were clearly m favor of Berman 

ROOS No No It really shifted to McCarthy my remembrance I mean if you took 
all the races that we had candidates meamng that we thought they were seats 
we either ought to hold or we could pick up OK 7 But if you took those 
candidates who were running with Howard s support versus those candidates 
incumbents as well as open races running with Leo s my remembrance was 
after the June primary Leo had an edge 

YATES Yes And then the November election happens 

ROOS Was a wipeout for Leo 

YATES So what happened between June and November? 

ROOS Nothing really Again I would have to go down the list of all of the people 

who were pledged pretty much to McCarthy and those pledged to Berman But 
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m broad brush strokes I would just essentially say that we either ran lousier 
races than the Berman people or we had worse candidates or not as 
competitive seats as we thought 

Remember this is 1980 and Prop 13 had happened m 78 I think that 
Republicans are getting And of course you have Reagan So now it s 
coming into clearer focus You had Reagan trouncing Jimmy Carter winch 
really Well it wiped out Dennis Mangers who was one of the McCarthy 
votes And I think [S ] Floyd Mon got taken out because of some hit that a 
local TV show did about his taking a state car out of the state I mean there 
were a variety of things like that unexpected losses And again I d have to 
take a look at the seats where we were running candidates for the first time 
But it was one of those three It always is It s either inferior candidates 
inferior campaigns or not as good of a district as we thought it would be for a 
Democrat But now Reagan won California He actually did have coattails 
It s when [James C ] Jim Corman got beat m the San Fernando Valley you 
know the guy who had been there forever and a guy of high honor and 
terrific solid reputation 

YATES Right That was Bobbi Fiedler right'? 

ROOS Good for you Yes 

YATES It s coming back to me 

ROOS Yes me too 

YATES I m sorry one other thing I want to clarify Now we talked last time m terms 
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of the timing of when you had this meeting of realizing what s going on 
McCarthy s losing the votes and you re talking about proposing Brown to 
become speaker 

ROOS Yes This is the day after the election in November 
YATES Because I think originally you thought 

ROOS We were having meetings all through there as you can imagine When I say 
we the entire Democratic Caucus who were McCarthy acolytes 
YATES OK Because when we talked last time you were trying to remember when it 
was and I think you thought it was between Christmas and New Year s Now 
I m realizing that it was probably right after the November election 
ROOS The day after 

YATES OK perfect OK Let s get back in to you and Maxine Waters and 
ROOS No and by the way I think I was trying to remember the previous year when 
we were going through and the assumption that this thing s going to be over 
very quickly if you 11 remember 
YATES That s the timing 

ROOS Exactly That was where I couldn t quite fix it but I did remember getting a 
call on Christmas Eve from Alatorre and Torres saying that they were 
switching over to support Howard Berman 
YATES Well when you get your chance or opportunity to look at the transcript if 
there s anything we need to clarify we can do it then 

OK So you Waters Hams go to meet with McCarthy Brown is with 
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you 

ROOS Right because Willie said Well you 11 never get Leo And we needed 

In order to accomplish this we knew we needed every Democratic vote who 
had pledged themselves to McCarthy and even then it would still be a long 
shot 

YATES Right So pick up where you left off which was you were saying that 

McCarthy was saying he wouldn t support Brown and you were commenting 
that you and Waters were the assembly members from southern California 
who d supported McCarthy 

ROOS Right And we were livid just livid I mean it was our turn to basically say 

You need to follow us We re now asking m return what we had given you for 
eleven months you know abiding loyalty and support without wavering 
And if he did say I think the worst that he said was I don t think I 
could support Willie which left a little crack in the door But it was clear that 
Willie s reading was absolutely correct that this was a big problem and there 
was no way in our mind in that instance that how could you move ahead with 
other people if you didn t have the still figurative leader of this part of the 
caucus 

So we flagged down Well we found out that Art Agnos was renting a 
car and there s only I think one rental place in downtown San Francisco 
Who knows but we got there just truly as he was pulling out of the garage 
and jumped m the car with him and literally by the time we got to Sacramento 
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we knew that Agnos saw the wisdom of doing this and would in all likelihood 
be able to prevail upon Leo if we were able to keep the other people together 
Well now so what happens with Berman mall this at this point*? 

Well Willie had the Again Willie s leadership is amazing and is defining 
itself with every one of these meetings If you 11 remember he really turned 
this thing from being over in January of 1980 by essentially saying Did 
anybody ever read the rules 7 It takes forty one votes to remove the speaker 
So that was the first evidence that here s a person who s thinking and who is 
understanding this process 

And then the second thing was if you 11 remember at that last meeting he 
said that the worst thing that could befall this group was that if everybody 
rushed out and made their own separate deal he said there would be decisive 
losers People who d enjoyed important influential leadership positions m the 
House would be pushed to the back bench and would be isolated and once 
you re isolated and crippled I think the line of thought would be then maybe 
the next time around you d find somebody in the primary against you if you 
were in a safe Democratic seat l e supported by Howard Berman 

And we knew that they had the wherewithal and the impunity to do that 
because they had threatened to put someone m the primary against me and they 
had actually taken out Jack Fenton the long time representative from 
Montebello with a guy named [Mathew G ] Marty Martinez 
When the tape ended last time you d mentioned they and I assume you re 
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talking about the Berman camp 
ROOS That s correct Yes 
YATES Trying to get George Takai to run 
ROOS Correct 

YATES And which election was this? 

ROOS That was the same one It was the primary of 1980 In any event Willie had 
said Look Let s think about this Let s pledge to one another we won t do it 
and let s have a negotiating committee 

And everybody said Willie you ought to be the guy to reach out saying 
that we have put together We would like to negotiate for peace Peace 
being defined as we want to know how you re going to integrate us into your 
speakership and the operations of the House Now see Willie Brown is a veiy 
smart guy He knew that Howard had already made in all probability—in all 
probability we don t know this for certain but we suspect—had already made 
the deal for Ways and Means chairman and Rules all the important positions 
with people who had supported him 

This would leave it very difficult for Howard to really negotiate anything 
that s going to get the attention And so the more they saw Howard equivocate 
and not say Well I m prepared to let John Vasconcellos remain as the Ways 
and Means chair it would only be evidence of no intention on Howard s part 
to really bring any member of the McCarthy group into the leadership of the 


House 
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So you have a really fractured group of Democrats That s what you ve got 
Yes but it had been that way since January of 80 
Yes I mean that whole period basically 

And when you re running a legislative session where people need votes for 
their bills and their matters and when you have as a caucus to face off against 
Republican initiatives it becomes very very difficult because you re at such 
close quarter with one another And so there would be a lot of flare ups and 
people were wearing their anger on their sleeves 

So obviously it becomes clear that Berman s probably made these deals or 

negotiated these things with the chair 

Yes 

With the people m his camp to be chair of certain committees as you just said 
leaving little room for any kind of compromising or reaching out to those who 
had supported McCarthy So how does Brown continue to weave his way 
through tins to get the support onto his side 9 

Well you know Maxine and I really took And Elihu to a degree but I 
think it was more Maxine and I working the phones and our specific fhends 
Willie of course was also You know he had his list He knew that the 
first guy that would be approached would be [Douglas H ] Doug Bosco the 
caucus chair who had always had a strong feeling about Willie Leroy [F ] 
Greene had been always very friendly to Willie Wadie [P ] Deddeh In other 
words you began to In Willie s mind he saw what the numeric was who 
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would be first who would be second in terms of approach 

Now meantime he s getting a little fuel for this prairie fire of the Willie 
Brown candidacy We have the first negotiating committee and as opposed to 
our group that literally had you know five or six negotiators—I can t 
remember—all serious you know coming to work and negotiate the Berman 
people brought some of their most antagonistic people Some of the Berman 
people actually brought their children to the meeting 

I mean it was really in form and in substance pretty much a sense that 
they were already doing victory laps not serious at all about trying to create a 
framework for how we talk about this And again all that did was harden the 
former now Willie Brown side although it s not really quite a Willie Brown 
group because here s the dynamic The dynamic is even though you have a 
couple of young guys like Doug Bosco who immediately said I m for you 
Willie and you had Leroy Greene who had been through fights with Willie 
before an old hand and Lou Well not necessarily Lou Papan but you had 
a group of people first of all ag[nculture] people who loved Willie Brown or 
liked him or were ambivalent—I don t think anybody disliked Willie—but 
terrified at what would happen m their districts if they voted for an African 
Amencan out there liberal like Willie Brown And so that became a problem 
area How are you going to bring the John Thurmans and the Norm Waters 
into the comfort of support for Willie Brown 9 

There also was the question of Frank Vicencia Frank Vicencia was from 
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southern California I probably You know I should amend this and 111 try 
to amend it on the record when I look at the transcript Maxine and I were the 
only Los Angeles City people who supported Leo McCarthy 

YATES OK I hear you 

ROOS Which was more significant because that s really 

YATES Of the sheer numbers 

ROOS That s where Howard s key You know 1 mean they were used to running 
campaigns in L A City 

YATES OK Versus the greater area southern California 

ROOS Exactly Right And so many of the people who supported me or Maxme 

were probably a lot of them would have ranked Howard first m terms of their 
priorities 

So anyway Vicencia was a very popular guy and there was a feeling that 
you could sense among several people that well if we re going to try to launch 
our own speakership now that McCarthy has stepped aside and we re now 
going to try to contest this one more time well Frank ought to be the guy 
He s well liked and has a nice way about him 

And that became an interesting dynamic which was for a time there were 
people who basically said And again Willie set this out you know and 
good for Willie I mean it just goes to show that he is thinking it through in a 
way that he s three steps ahead of everybody else He said Look Let s hold 
this question in abeyance He said Shouldn t the standard really be who can 
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put together the forty one votes to be elected speaker 1 ? If it s Frank then Frank 
ought to be speaker If it s me I ought to be speaker And of course that 
allayed everybody it relaxed everybody and Willie continued to work I don t 
think Frank really ever lifted a finger 

Then we go to one meeting I can t even remember where I can see the 
room I can see the table and I have no idea what city it s in 
You don t know if it was in Sacramento or here 1 ? 

I have no idea I know it was in northern California 
OK 

And it was probably Sacramento But it was a place that I don t believe I ever 
went to again and I had never been to before It was basically the ag guys 
Vicencia Maxine me and Willie And at one point during the thing when this 
kind of a reiteration came about which was—and maybe it was the first time it 
was really formally said at least in front of Maxine—which is you know what 
we ought to be focused on is who can get forty one votes If it s Frank he 
ought to be speaker If it s Willie he ought to be speaker 

And Maxine says I could never vote for Frank Vicencia for speaker 
And I mean it just took all the oxygen out of the room If you know Maxine 
she has the precise ability to do that I know she did that consciously I think it 
was emotional but it was also conscious of you know we d better find out 
now where we are 

Did she explain why she wouldn t ever support him 1 ? 
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ROOS Well that basically I think her reasoning went along the lines that Frank 
was a nice guy he offended no one but we needed a leader that could bring 
together this caucus who had policy gravitas who had the ability to really 
move the Democratic forward with an agenda And she said Frank can t do 
this 

And you know she may have been right I think it struck a chord with a 
lot of people 

YATES So she said You re m this meeting She says I can t support Frank 
Vicencia 

ROOS Right And then it was unclear other than the fact that you know the ag guys 
a few of the ag guys really really showed alarm and concern Oh god how 
can I vote for Willie'? No offense Willie I d like to vote for you but 
YATES Just to clarify you re talking about people who are outside the urban area 
ROOS Yes They re rural Their districts are swing districts They could go either 

way with the right Republican You know there was a lot of trending that you 
know without a good reapportionment they would be Republican areas 
YATES I just wanted to make sure I understood when you said ag that I understood 
what you meant 

ROOS That s right They represented rural agricultural areas and they were the most 
conservative elements in our caucus per se And so what I do remember is 
several people kind of like taking one or two of the members out and walking 
them around the building and I think convincing them that you know like a 
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budget vote nobody ever loses an election because they vote for the California 
state budget No one would lose an election because they voted for Willie 
Brown for speaker And then making the more positive case of why Willie is 
the only shot we have 

And I think that that meeting really was a turning point m terms of now 
consolidating the entirety of the people that had supported Leo McCarthy 
YATES And do you have any sense of how many potential votes that was 9 
ROOS I have a sense but I don t know how I think it was around thirty three 
thirty four OK 9 

YATES OK And the reason I ask that is because we ve got to get to that magical 
number 

ROOS Forty one exactly So we re looking for seven And again Willie always said 
to Maxine and me privately he said I know when the day comes Richard 
Alatorre will always be there Remember Alatorre and Torres had moved 
over Alatorre mainly being ambivalent about both candidates not crazy about 
Howard not crazy about Leo probably a little more excited about Howard than 
Leo but who knows and really following Art Torres lead because that comes 
back later 

Willie was absolutely nght He never made a call to Richard never talked 
to Richard But once we knew his name was going to be put in nomination 
because we had the votes—I m sorry because we were getting close to the 
votes—it was probably shortly after this meeting with the agricultural people 
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that Willie finally talked to Richard and Richard was You know where I m 
going to be brother 

YATES You may have said this last time and I apologize if I don t remember I do 
remember you saying why Ait Torres went over to Berman because of the 
issue about the 
ROOS Majority leader 

YATES Right But now why did Richard Alatorre go over? I mean supposedly over 
to Berman 

ROOS Yes Just because Cesar Chavez was a strong Berman guy because of 
Howard s work on the Agricultural Labor Relations Act 
YATES OK 

ROOS And I think at that time Art was closer to Cesar than Richard I m not sure 
YATES I m just trying to get a sense of the reasomng and the dynamics 
ROOS I think the fundamental reason m my opinion was that Art was denied the 
majonty leadership because he could have always explained that to Cesar 
You know I m going to be the majonty leader I mean you re going to be m 
your mother s arms 

But once he needed a pathway to Howard Cesar provided that pathway 
and he takes Richard with him just because Richard at that point was you 
know I really don t care My life is not going to be enhanced by either of 
these guys in my opinion Willie was a different story And the irony is is 
that Richard wound up now saying to Art Torres You dragged me over there 
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This is where we ought to be and you re coming back And it did The 
footnote to this is that there was a real falling out with Cesar Chavez as a result 
of that on the part of both of them They paid 
YATES Torres and Alatorre 9 

ROOS Yes Yes So anyway then the next big thing that happened And I 

remember driving in the car with Willie from San Francisco to Sacramento and 
he gets a phone call and he says I can t believe it I can t believe it And he 
put the phone down and he said You can t believe it I think three or four 
Republicans [Charles R ] Chuck Imbrecht bemg one and I just can t remember 
the others I knew Chuck It was like two or three of the moderate Republicans 
that were left in that caucus came out for Howard Berman 
YATES You had Marian Bergeson 
ROOS Marian exactly 
YATES I think Marilyn Ryan 
ROOS Excellent 

YATES Was it Jean Moorhead'? Was she the third 9 She hadn t switched parties at that 
point 

ROOS I think you re right 

YATES I can t remember I think that s the 

ROOS That s very good 

YATES Well I should know I mean I interviewed Marilyn Ryan and Marian 
Bergeson and we talked about some of these things 
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Yes that s three 

But I think that s the group But 111 verify 

Yes Right And it could have been It could have only been three It was 
some number 

Yes So within the Republican Caucus they had their own discussions 
obviously going on about who they were going to support Berman or Brown 
That s right 

OK So you said Willie comes and says I can t believe 
He can t believe that Howard was so stupid m a way from the standpoint of 
the majority of the caucus was going to be operant once you had the 
orgamzational meeting in December and the Republicans would have 
followed But by doing that it became clear that Howard had induced that So 
Willie s logic was impeccable It means we can go after Republicans now 
Oh I see 

That was the whole point of it It was a wonderful error because it made it safe 
for us to do it Now I believe I don t know and I never really for 
whatever reason never talked to him specifically about it but I am sure that 
Willie had some back channel conversations with Carol 
Hallet you re talking about 9 

Yes Who was the minority leader and certainly with [Edward J ] Ed Rollins 
But what you re saying as far as you understood is that the first you hear about 
the fact that there were these four Republicans who were going to go to 



219 


ROOS 

YATES 

ROOS 

YATES 

ROOS 

YATES 

ROOS 


YATES 

ROOS 


Howard Berman 
Right 

So now that leaves 
Makes us 

Open to go for other Republicans 
Now yes it s fair game It s fair game 
So what happens 9 How does he work this 9 

Well he meets with Carol Hallett Frank Vicencia and Willie went to meet 
with Carol Hallett and made the case—by then Vicencia s pretty much for 
Willie—made the case But m my opimon Frank softened the image of Willie 
Brown meeting with Carol Hallett and her leadership and I think that the 
invisible hand here is that Ed Rollins knew pragmatically that this was the best 
thing for the Republican Party 

Nobody was doing anything out of romance I think the Republicans 
feared Remember we talked a little bit about the weightiness of the 
Democratic membership in the assembly at that time 
Right The numbers 

Just huge huge numbers Carol Hallett is a fierce partisan and competitor 
She s got Ed Rollins They want to win seats back and Reagan gave them a 
toehold to perhaps be able to do this And they felt I m sure on a practical 
basis who do you want to have running the campaign against you Howard 
Berman extremely skillful with his brother [Michael Berman] and their entire 
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operation or Willie Brown*? And to a person anybody would say Well 
Willie Brown He s never done this He probably won t be able to do it as well 
as Howard and that s who we want to make book with 

Secondly the Republicans had an agenda which was We want a little 
more equivalency in resources m the House We want to have more say on the 
committees There were several items like this In most persons opinions 
Howard would say Go fly a kite 

Willie would say Those are good recommendations Now let me refine 
them or let me amend this one And basically he said It s only fair and 
proper that you get the responsibility as a proportion of your membership in the 
House And so he did that with resources He did that with committee 
assignments And the deal was struck 

And so we moved from let s say thirty four thirty six seats to like 
fifty I can t remember again the final number but it was huge We got all 
seventeen or twenty that were left minus the few defections to Howard 
So how do you know when to bnng this all to the final point of the vote*? 

Well the vote is set You have an organizational meeting the first week of 
December And I remember that we had a big dinner at the Firehouse 
Restaurant the night before And you know a lot of that is seventeenth and 
eighteenth century politics Make sure you can see everybody that claim 
they re going to vote for you And everybody is really on the edge of their seat 


because now you re 
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YATES You ve got to get this all together by a certain date 

ROOS That s right And Willie s smart enough You do certain things such as you 
may ask who you think might be some of your weaker votes you go and ask 
them to nominate you and see if there s any kind of Maxine and I would 
have been perfect nominators I don t think either of us did Maybe Maxine 
did But you go to people who you ve asked them to play a role It s a major 
role within the dynamic of this thing 
YATES And then you find out 

ROOS And you see whether they re going to flinch or give some phony excuse 
YATES You find out where they re going to play their cards 9 
ROOS You betcha That s right 
YATES So the dinner 

ROOS But you have the dinner and you re able to count and everybody s enthusiastic 
You know what Willie also did is that—I think I remember—we got signatures 
for everybody all the Republicans So that helped solidify the Democratic 
group 

YATES OK I was wondering because I assume that they re not at the dinner 
ROOS Right 

YATES But you want to make sure that you ve got those votes 

ROOS Right And so you have to lose an awful lot of Democrats for it to even get 

close to forty one again because we d just blown it out I think we moved up 
to fifty five I mean it was something in that area 
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So the dinner and then the vote 

Right The vote the next day Very exciting moment 

Yes Talk about it What was it like 7 What was going on at the last minute 7 

It s funny how I remember so much of the things leading up I only remember 

the aftermath you know when the vote was announced it seems I m sure we 

had a Democratic caucus before the vote 

A meeting 7 

Yes I remember nothing about it We go on the floor The Berman people 
were I think resigned to lose probably m shock How could this have 
happened 7 This is against all convention It s against all history It s against 
everything that anybody had ever known But the scene played out You had 
people stand up and put Howard Berman s name in nomination You had 
people stand up and put Willie Brown s name m nomination 

And then the roll is called member by member and they either execute by 
saying Brown or Berman or pass or Hallett But as it happened it happened 
precisely and exactly as we had computed it I was appointed majority leader 
that afternoon He came by and asked me and of course it was just stunning to 
me on the one hand and like the still naive in a lot of ways player I was I said 
Look Willie You know I did this for me I did it for you I did it for us If 
you need to use that position to solidify some other guy you can have it 
And he said No Don t even 

Well back up a second for me OK so the vote happens Then what happens 
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next 9 How does the majority leader happen the appointment 9 It s elected 
right 9 

ROOS No 

YATES It s appointed OK 

ROOS The speaker makes the decision of who he wants his majority leader to be 
speaker pro tempore which went to Frank Vicencia is elected by the House 
but you know the speaker is saying This is the person I want Just as the 
chairman of Rules So anyway that happened and there s You know 
there s a lot of This is a mega event in California at that time 

And I remember the beginning of my progress toward fleshing out my 
maturity m this process Like he had a press conference and one of the first 
things was the announcement of me as majority leader So I really prepare 
some stuff Well we got out there The press room is packed He announces 
me and in so doing paid me a great compliment because one thing I didn t say 
was what he said and that is that you know Mike Roos probably made about 
ten thousand phone calls between the election in November and December 1 st 
And it s true 

When I think about it it was just enormous the number of people I was 
calling agam just to feel their pulse to be a pipeline of legitimate information 
to clear any rumor that they may have just be a sounding board but agam to 
listen to their voices and to really make sure in reporting back to Willie that 
they were still strongly for us and that they didn t have any concerns that we 
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needed to bear upon 

But anyway the great tiling about it is he announces it and I say a couple 
of words and the hands go up from the press And of course I sat there for the 
next hour with not one thing having to do with me It was all about Well 
who are you going to You know What are you going to do about 
When are you going to Is it true that Carol Hallett and you made a 

deal 7 You know I mean it was 
YATES Yes The focus was on Willie Brown 
ROOS Exactly Exactly So that was a great inauguration 
YATES I think I interrupted your flow a little bit You were saying that you don t 
remember too much about what happened right before the vote but you 
remember right after the vote Is there anything that we missed m terms of 
what happened afterwards 7 

ROOS No Just the jubilation and the sadness I mean it was jubilant for us but you 
couldn t help but look m the faces of people who you had empathy for how 
hard they had worked This was a long struggle with a lot emotional 
consequence and it had to be embittering to have spent raised and spent as 
much money as they did to have this within their hands m their feeling and 
then to lose it so lopsidedly Truly the vote was lopsided 
YATES What was Willie Brown s strategy after winning that election knowing that 
you ve got this situation where you ve got a fractured Democratic Caucus 
basically 7 
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ROOS Brilliant As usual brilliant To do precisely what he knew he had to do 
which was really truly bring in starting with people who didn t have 
Liked Howard a lot In a contest between Leo and Howard they would be with 
Howard endunngly and never having a second doubt But Willie was a new 
guy That s why a compromise candidate after a year of this battle truly was 
needed if he had any chance of healing this caucus And Willie was clearly the 
right guy 

So he starts with the newer guys like a [Richard] Rick Lehman and a Jim 
Costa and giving them very very good assignments Gave Costa chairmanship 
of Housmg Gave Rick some key assignments and a subcommittee 
chairmanship that he wanted That s my remembrance I think he reached out 
to [Richard] Dick Robinson 

Then in terms of like the Howards and the Mel Levines and other people 
who were in the House you know he had the great fortune of knowing we re 
going into a reapportionment year and these guys saw no future m the 
legislature I mean maybe they would I mean it would be a mutual 
interest idea for Willie to conclude I want to get these guys out of the House 
but not in a malicious way in a way that gives them dignity and gives them a 
lasting career 

And so he approached them about the idea of going to Congress and of 
carving out a congressional seat which all of them just loved the idea And of 
course Howard s still there a very major player 
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YATES Right They both went on to Congress 

ROOS And Mel Levine And again I d like to look at the list Quite a few others 
went as well 

YATES The Democrats 

ROOS Right And so those two things in combination First of all Willie s thinking 
through who he wanted to make whole as a result of being on the other side of 
Leo McCarthy not him And having positions to offer really made it quite a 
nice soft landing 

In the speakership of 74 there was the vote and then there was an attempt 
at a revolution about six to rune months later And then even another one kind 
of raised its head I don t think it ever got to calling for the question but there 
were aftershocks m previous leadership fights And if you ever wanted to 
predict an aftershock event it would certainly be after this one 

YATES Well and that seems to be where the press is going when they re talking about 
the leadership especially comparing Roberti then to Brown and what s going 
on that Brown s in a weak position 

ROOS Right Right 

YATES And is he going to make it 

ROOS Right So here s a guy who s getting about one hour of sleep because he s 
making sure he s going to keep it 

YATES What about the compromises he made with the Republicans 7 How did that go 


with the Democratic Caucus 9 
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Well there were some who tried to make an issue out of it but they had no 
listeners People wanted to put Again it s like any kind of civil war It s 
exhausting because it s brother against brother sister against sister and you 
just get tired as you step over the casualties or see the walking wounded And 
nobody was really interested As you thought it through and having Willie 
Brown captivate the room with his explanation it makes perfect sense We still 
have the majority We still have the majority of all committees Nothing 
passes that we don t want to pass unless it happens to be good for the entirety 
of California 

Having equivalent resources in a reapportionment year So what 9 I mean 
this is a trial lawyer who basically knew in discovery you turn over everything 
you ve got to your So give them proportional You aren t giving them 
equal resources You re giving them proportional resources They still have 
five hands tied behind their back if resources really are what this pivots off of 
But the fact is is that it pivots off of resources plus genius You have [Phillip] 
Phil Burton and Michael Berman who have been doing this because they like 
doing it and they understand it 
You re talking about reapportionment 

Exactly Which is what everybody s fear ultimately is when you get to a 
reapportionment year 

Well talk about your role as majority leader That s kind of a broad question 
Well it s a broad question with not a happy answer I mean it was very 
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reminiscent the first year of what it was like to be elected m a special be 
sworn m and immediately have to vote not having any idea what you re voting 
on 

I talked to people and I m confident and I keep my ear to the ground and 
more than anything I m loyal to my guy But you know I was muddling 
through really trying to just get the hang of what it is that he wanted me to do 
and what I should be doing and what others expected me to do And it was 
tough 

Willie is not a very directive guy except when he s angry or he has a 
specific assignment It s also the way lam Sol wasn t waiting to be told but 
very frankly campaigns were not of great Campaigns were like 
reapportionment to me and I told you the reapportionment story This is 
something that I would happily do mainly on the finance side but I didn t see 
myself as a campaign technician I thought there were We were full up 
with people who really knew who had competency and enjoyed doing it 

Candidate recruitment might be interesting but you know I wanted to 
really be the spokesperson on the floor when the speaker s back in his office 
making the bigger deals 
YATES OK Hold on one second 
[End Tape 5 Side A] 

[Begin Tape 5 Side B] 

YATES We were getting into your role as majority leader I know you just were talking 
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about how you hadn t been m the legislature very long and you re feeling your 
way What did you understand the role of the majority leader to be 9 
Well I only had Howard as role model and it was just a completely different 
role from Howard s role Howard was seen as the campaign guy pretty much 
being the speaker for southern California And you know Willie didn t lose 
sight of the fact that here was a guy that Leo gave a lot of latitude and he 
wound up trying to remove him from the job And so I don t think Willie ever 
had a doubt about my loyalty in the beginning nor would he perceive me as a 
threat But again he got something that he had lost 

He lost it six years previous by everyone s reckoning arrogant didn t 
count correctly saw people who said maybe as yes votes double crossed 
I don t think that he received any vote from the African American Caucus at 
the time you know just a terrible display of—quote— putting it together So 
he is not going to lose this thing 

He used to tell me an apocryphal story—I know it was true but with a little 
bit of Willie Brown humor—about he called his mother and said Do you want 
to come to the swearing in 9 

And she said I m not falling for that joke again You know 9 You get 
elected I 11 come out and visit you But don t invite me to any sweating m 
Until it s a fact 

Exactly Right So Howard was in charge of majority services that gave 
support to members and you know kept their operations intact and hopefully 
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constituent relationships at a very high level going into the elections and then 
running the elections Well Willie took all of that And again I understood it 
In fact I m not so sure that even if I had been there for five years and seen what 
the majority leader did that I d want to contest it 

Again it wasn t what I was interested in I was interested in being more of 
a policy guy and giving the signals on the floor on those few times that we give 
signals This is where we ought to go as a caucus And also again doing 
what I did m the speakership fight keeping my ear to the ground keeping 
people that I had perhaps even a better relationship with in the short run than 
Willie had with them keeping them satisfied or saying You know there s 
always grumbling in politics 

People who support Mayor [James K ] Hahn are grumbling today You 
know he s m trouble People who support Barbara Boxer she s m trouble 
You know grumbling is very part of the nature of people who engage m this 
activity So I listened to a lot of grumbling and would try to extinguish it as 
quickly as I heard it or if I thought it was serious report back to Willie about 
We ought to think about tins 

YATES Now is it important in these leadership roles You have Willie Brown and 
Leo McCarthy before him from northern California And then having 
somebody from southern California in a leadership role? 

ROOS Yes 

YATES So there s a reason 
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ROOS There is a reason It s a big state and the way policy practically plays out is 
that again pre term limits Now I have no idea what it s like I have a 
good guess but I have no idea what it s like But pre term limits on the major 
major major major issue fights—chiropractors versus M D s optometrists 
versus eye clinics insurance versus trial lawyers—much of that stuff baked 
and concluded at the leadership level 

In other words you d have a meeting with Willie Brown Willie Brown 
would never have a meeting without me or Maxine Never You know what 
I mean where it s really going to be a big policy conversation But it was 
Willie Brown who basically after listening to input would guide a solution for 
the caucus 

Now this is tougher than it seems because you have people who Let s 
say it s trial lawyers They have big trial lawyers in their district They re 
some of their biggest supporters and I m not talking about money I m talking 
about people who have coffee klatches and go out and walk precmcts things 
like that Well if you re going the other way it s hard to convmce them to 
give a vote the other way So this is a very very very difficult process at 
those level issues 

All issues that fall below that pre term limits the committees worked 
them out pretty much and committee chairs would interact with me the caucus 
chair Maxine or the speaker themselves—usually the speaker I don t want to 
make it sound as though I was getting a lot of traffic 
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I would get a lot of traffic of people who wanted to see how this was going 
to fly with the speaker Blit you know this guy as opposed to Leo You talk 
about an open door policy He wanted to see anybody everybody any time 
any hour And so the kind of hierarchy and delegation that seemed to be in 
play with Leo absolutely disappeared overnight 

It sounds like it would be difficult to find your way up to a point which is 
what you were saying as majority leader 
Yes it was hard 

Although it sounds like it was very clear that Willie Brown was as you said 
going to deal with the campaign that those issues And I assume that ties 
into the fact that reapportionment was the big issue that year 
The big issue 
Nineteen eighty one 

Right And in fact I think you had [Don] Sebastiani coming forward with his 

initiative so you got 

Yes it was a complicated year 

That s right 

So just to take a time frame that first year 1981 your role as majonty leader 
Is there anything else you can add or talk about in terms of learning your way 
and discovering where your strengths are or weaknesses even? 

Well my weaknesses were that I was still really new m the job Not majonty 
leader in the job of being a legislator I had been thrilled by the presidential 
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campaign but we had lost I still liked district work as much or more than 
policy work although I liked the policy stuff The housing issues really 
attracted my attention and I felt like I knew something I felt like I really 
learned something in that area 

When you say district work what are you thinking specifically 9 You said you 
liked the distnct work 

Well just being out among them seeing people who wanted to see me senior 
citizens You know just moving around and becoming Trymg truly to 
become a celebrity m my area And we were rolling out some mteresting 
initiatives but most of my policy stuff I tried to relate it to my home territory 
either the wider City of L A or specifically this very diverse on the edge or 
on the margin distnct 

And I certainly enjoyed the fun of Sacramento and probably a little bit too 
much that way I enjoyed in the first year probably too much the fluff of it all 
you know big office more staff people Had great staff people but I was 
lucky that I applied my attention to that because it was just It was heady 
And very frankly Jesse Unruh had told me because we were back in 
Washington [D C ] on a Jimmy Carter meeting and I kind of mused out loud 
how these presidents get m trouble seemingly m the third year and he said 
Well you know it s pretty standard that in the first year they re so tickled 
with themselves for having won that they can t just get that out of their system 
I mean they re just giddy with the idea of winning Then m the second year 
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they talk to nobody They re in there really trying to solve problems And m 
the third year they re apologizing to everybody for not having spoken to them 
at all since the campaign three years previous And that s why they get in 
trouble 

Well in a way it pretty much mirrored the way that I felt I was behaving I 
was giddy I was just happy 
YATES Once you got the majority leader position 

ROOS Sure Sure Yes I mean king of the hill You know and I m not king but I m 
certainly a prince [Laughter] 

YATES I guess Willie s the king 

ROOS Absolutely Unequivocally And it was just being great to be a guy next to the 
king But the fact is is that I can t remember whether it was after the first 
year or the second I actually had a meeting with him and I said that I thought 
he ought to accept my resignation because I didn t think I was doing him any 
good 

What happened is that he did something and I did something that created 
this crisis And it was in that giddiness of I just can t remember the precise 
circumstance but it was a matter where we needed to stay m session and 
Willie had to leave town We recessed for the evening I went to Frank Fat s 
I was having dinner with Steve Thompson the speaker s chief of staff 

So here s the chief of staff and the majority leader and a couple of other 
people And member by member would come up to me and basically say 
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Why do we have to go in tomorrow 9 Because Monday s a holiday There 
was something 
About the timing 9 

Yes Steve and I everybody said Yeah Why are we doing this 9 So I make 
a command decision I say We re going to go in and adjourn So I gave the 
order to go do that and I guess Willie heard about it and anyway asked the 
question was I crazy 9 Got me on the phone just read me out like I ve never 
been read out before 

And it was all on the basis of Don t you realize that adjournment It 
had something to do with the rules and all it did was point out that I m just 
flying by the seat of my pants I m a dumb shit for not knowing the 
consequences or thinking through thinking beyond trying to just make 
members happy And they were very querulous about having to come back 

Anyway it was a temble blunder worsened by the fact that we go into 
session the next day and I think he had a meeting with a bunch Excluded 
me I mean I just felt like isolated alone and the object of everyone s ridicule 
who took great pleasure in seeing me ridiculed which basically were still 
some of the more vitriolic or vocal of the Berman people So I kept my chin 
high and worked as though But this did this had a big impact on me for a 
variety of reasons 

First of all I knew that there was a lot of work that went with this job that I 
wasn t doing I really needed to read the rules I needed to understand them as 
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well as Willie did etc etc And it did call into question about why am I doing 
this if I don t know what I m doing 9 And so I scheduled a meeting with him 
I m sure this was close to either summer recess or recess until January 

YATES OK So this is 82 9 
[Interruption] 

Go ahead 

ROOS So I met with him down in L A and I basically very soberly said You know 
I just don t think this is working And I told him too And this was a huge 
breakthrough m terms of our relationship because again we d been very 
friendly We had needed each other and he always treated me terrifically 
except m this instance And I told him I said What you did the other day I 
said I ve got to tell you it hurt And I could almost see the way he absorbed 
that because remember the old Willie Brown never It never bothered him 
to hurt anybody or at least he wasn t aware he was hurting them and only 
found out when he ran for leader that people took a great deal of relish m 
voting 

YATES You re talking about the one that came before 

ROOS In 74 In 74 right And so anyway it was a He said I refuse to do 

that He said I need you He was extremely supportive very land And he 
said ‘No I won t do it and this is what I want you to do I mean we just 
talked about things and looking ahead and lookmg forward I felt not only 
better I knew that we had really restructured the The relationship was 
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going to be a lot different than it was before And it certainly was 

YATES And how did it change after that meeting 9 

ROOS I just spent an awful lot of personal much more personal time with him And I 
felt like he was more solicitous of my opinion I spent a lot more time thinking 
about what my opimons were and used to take the rules home every night you 
know and 

YATES Memorize them 7 

ROOS Try to get some understanding Spent a lot of time with the clerk So anyway 
it was a great thing to have happen not only in terms of my own career but 
certainly in terms of my relationship with him and my role as his majority 
leader 

YATES Let me backtrack a little bit here because you ve touched on a couple of things 
that I want to at least talk about for a few mmutes One is the 1980 presidential 
campaign and now I want to make sure I understand You were I had down 
the campaign coordinator in 79 Does that sound like the nght title 7 

ROOS Yes It was actually state coordinator 

YATES So talk just a little bit about how you came to be doing that and this was all 
during everything else that s going on 

ROOS Exactly Yes it was a little ram on my parade because this was by far the 

most exciting that ever happened And so much of it is the great symmetry of 
politics of where four years earlier you can just be a person from the South 
who sees this fellow Jimmy Carter and you re willing to do anything It s 
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very reminiscent of what you re seeing with some people around John 
Edwards or any of the other candidates but the southern analogy is good—or 
with Wesley Clark 

And I remember so well three years later you know getting a phone call 
the president would like for me to nde with him from downtown on Cmco de 
Mayo 1979 to LAX [Los Angeles International Airport] And so I should be 
at the There was a portal through which you had to pass with the Secret 
Service to meet at a specific place Anyway I remember meeting being taken 
to the hmo which was at the Biltmore Hotel and soon in the car came Lew 
Wasserman Jesse Unruh and [Charles T ] Chuck Manatt 

And then I remember healing the walkie talkies about the president s 
moving closer and closer The door was open and I see this leg and the leg 
He was using the car to step up and wave at all the people who were across the 
street And then he got m and In fact I m on a board with John Wayne s 
granddaughter and I was telling her that the stop that we made to the airport 
was Jimmy Carter wanted to visit John Wayne I think who passed away ten 
days later at UCLA 

But t v a^ just a remarkable expenence and the president of the United 
States basically said I want you to head my campaign in California That s a 
wow And it was just a temfic thing of where I was going back to Washington 
having all these lugh level campaign meetings I remember one of the great 
ones was Ted Kennedy of course said he was going to run for president in the 
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Democratic primary and Carter the next day said I 11 kick his ass And this 
made huge headlines across the country 

And we were immediately summoned we being me and other state 
coordinators I guess and it was the first time that I ever went to the mansion 
upstairs in the mansion Had on a coat and tie went upstairs I mean there s 
no Secret Service There s just you know an usher And was taken into this 
room and in the room was Governor Ella Grasso of Connecticut a guy named 
Governor Bill Clinton from Arkansas the state coordinator and I can t 
remember his name but who was kind of out in the Midwest and me 

YATES That s quite a group of people 

ROOS The usher came m and basically said the butler and you know I got a Coke 

Everybody got a Coke or some water and then m came the president jeans and 
a polo shirt No Secret Service It was just so unbelievable And Jimmy Carter 
is one of the most gracious gentlest people that you d ever want to meet m 
conversation And the first thing that he did was for some reason he asked me 
if I knew what [President Harry S] Truman s second biggest mistake was and I 
said No And he said Well he said let me show you And it was of 
course the Truman Balcony And so I so remember it walking out on this 
balcony with the president of the Umted States looking down across the lawn 
and here is that fence that I was well aware of because I was always on the 
other side of the fence not standing but driving by m a car And you could see 
a line of people and I m sure they could see You know I could see them 
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They knew people were on the balcony Who knows whether they knew it was 
the president of the United States but for that one moment you really do feel 
like this is the top of the world This is really fantastic 

YATES And he called it Truman s mistake'? 

ROOS Exactly Then we go back into the room and he said You know before we 
start you may be interested in knowing that this purportedly was Abraham 
Lincoln s Cabinet table So that s land of thrilling as well And it was just 

YATES Sobering I imagine 

ROOS Yes And he just basically wanted our ideas about what the impact of his 

statement was what the impact of the Kennedy candidacy might be and ideas 
that we might have So it was those kinds of things 

And then of course the Iran hostage taking occurred and I didn t see 
Jimmy Carter ever unless I went to the White House because he basically 
imprisoned himself in the White House which I thought was a terrible error 
But the great side was that I got to know Rosalynn [Carter] and [James E ] 

Chip [Carter III] his son very very well because they became his principal 
surrogates along with a person who I wished would have had the opportunity 
just like his mentor Hubert [H ] Humphrey to be president and that was 
Walter [F ] Mondale—no better human being in the world And so I got to 
know Mondale very very well and the first lady and Chip very very well and 
then other members of the administration who again that s all we had out m 
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California 

YATES That you were working with 

ROOS Surrogate campaign people 

YATES So you talked about of course the impact of the election that Carter loses the 
election and the connection with the California elections for statewide office 

ROOS Right 

YATES Any other observations about what you saw happening m terms of the Carter 
presidential campaign and what you were observing going on in the state m 
connection with also how this impacts at the state level elections 9 

ROOS Yes I guess what I saw was the Well first of all I was fired after the June 
primary 

YATES Oh OK Why 9 

ROOS Pure and simple I mean Unruh tells this story great He said that the 

president called him and said he wanted to send his son out to talk to you and 
Mike And Unruh said Well I hope it s not for what I think it is And he 
said What do you think it is 9 And he said Well to fire us And there was 
kind of a silence and Unruh filled the gap by saying Look I don t care what 
you do with me He said But you ve got to remember that eight months ago 
ten months ago a year ago there were only two people m California for you 
and one of them was enthusiastic So in other words leave me alone But it s 
one of the predictable political filings They wanted to bring Mickey Kantor 
on who had run the Kennedy deal They wanted to merge It s Willie Brown 
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bringing in the Berman people 

The thing that never made sense though was kind of the Well really 

the fact that we were no longer any part of the Carter campaign except what we 
wanted to do and I was motivated to do anything for Fritz Mondale or Jimmy 
Carter that they want me to do But m terms of this 
YATES So instead of just having you work on another aspect of the campaign 
ROOS Exactly Or co campaign manager or whatever But the Kennedy people in 

California were boss because Ted Kennedy did extremely well out here against 
the president and they just had Jimmy Carter as much I tried to explain to 
him that there are more southerners m southern California than there are m the 
whole of Georgia Alabama and Mississippi just never really felt comfortable 
with it And when Kennedy did so well m the primary I think that s where he 
said you know 

YATES He just wrote it off 7 

ROOS Just wrote it off and with Reagan particularly let the Kennedy people take 
responsibility for it 

YATES So back to my question then in terms of you said you were fired 
ROOS So anyway well back to your question Did I notice anything 9 Well the one 
thing you notice is what a joke presidential campaigns have become with the 
public financing and with the spending limitations Clearly presidential 
campaigns should be about The one campaign that everybody If 
they re going to participate in government or politics at all it s going to be a 
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presidential campaign And you had absolutely sucked the life out of any way 
to get them involved other than coming to a fundraiser 

You have no money for bumper strips You have no money for phone 
banks You have no money for who you would call if you had a phone bank 
And you know it s now all special interest volunteers Umons will say to a 
presidential campaign just as I m sure some businesses will We 11 run a 
phone bank here if you can get us the lists or we 11 just call all of the people 
who work for us Things like that It just is There s just nothing to do 
And again I m describing the primary Plus it s pretty much over by the 
time it got to California m June anyway And just like the media and just the 
tendency of the voter is trying to do now I mean they re asking John 
Edwards Are you actually gomg to quit the race if you don t wm South 
Carolina today 9 That s what you said They re trying to run everybody out of 
the race if they don t—quote— win someplace And I understand that but 
the deleterious effect it has on any fundraising to stay competitive is nearly 
impossible and it means that a shrinking mmonty of people basically dictate 
who the nominee is gomg to be in the contested primary that presidential year 
YATES What impact if any does that have on the statewide elections do you think 9 
ROOS None 

YATES OK So they re basically gomg on along the way but you didn t see anything 
Well you mentioned that you did think there was some impact in terms of 


Republicans getting some [seats] right 9 
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ROOS But that was the general election That was Reagan versus Carter 

YATES Yes Go ahead and talk about that then 

ROOS Well in the primary unmistakably when you have a Kennedy on the ballot 
against I think you bring out more Latinos At that time all that did was 
just run up numbers in already safe Democratic districts in the primary 
elections 

YATES For the statewide office you re talking about too 7 

ROOS Right Right So I really see no impact in the primary 

YATES Or I should say state elections I mean district wide 

ROOS Prop 13 had a far more significant impact on matters because of the turnout 
than a presidential race 

YATES You mean whether more Republicans were voted into office 7 

ROOS Exactly And people were just angry It was their way to use the ballot box as 
a system of sending a strong message The general election was much 
different though There were a lot of people who just were They were 

great representatives but gone 

YATES So most of the impact you see of course was at the national level then 

ROOS Right 

YATES Let me ask you too a minute about your own elections because you 
mentioned the 1980 election in connection to the Berman group 
ROOS Right 

YATES But of course you won that special election m 77 m June and then you pretty 



245 


much immediately have to turn around and run again 

ROOS Run m 78 

YATES Yes So talk a little bit about what you did or learned from that first election 
that you transferred to now this next election which is going to be a regular 
election cycle and not a special election 

ROOS Right What 111 learn just in terms of my own campaign in the special election 
is that—this is so simple I mean it s right out of the Constitution—but the 
people that vote for you are the source of all authority that you have So 
therefore And the one thing is as slow or naive as I d like to tell you that I 
was I was also swift of foot in a lot of areas And one area was is that it 
wasn t lost on me that I saw people who were elected and it was like Let the 
constituency go fly a kite You know I m really involved m some senous 
policy matters 

And I thought it s the other way around To be involved m senous policy 
matters where I may have to make a difficult decision or a difficult vote if I 
don t have any credibility with those constituents they re going to look 
askance at my relationship with them and maybe be shopping as a 
consequence for somebody else who s going to have a better relationship with 
them 

So the one thing that I learned was really do your local politics well and 
there wasn t anything I turned down I tried to be everywhere I d Beg is a 
little too strong a word but all the senior citizen homes that I visited 
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Mac Arthur [Park] Towers and Silver Ridge and all that I would call up and 
say I want to come and meet Turn out all your residents 

I had a remarkably talented district staff only three of them and the one 
intern But I mean these people if they got a call from somebody who said I 
haven t eaten in a couple of days they d go buy groceries and take them to the 
person s house We did everything answered every letter answered every 
phone call 

I would say Bring me phone calls up to answer If they re calling asking 
for me don t shuttle them off to an aide So really tried to build that 
reputation of being available to everyone and effective m delivering on the 
service that they required 

YATES When did you formally start campaigning for the next election 9 

ROOS Oh I never stopped 

YATES Yes Well I guess is there 

ROOS From the standpoint of Intellectually I knew this thing s going to be a 
cinch 

YATES Did you hire campaign managers again 9 

ROOS No I had a very competent guy who liked it [Michael] Mike Galizio who 

later became Willie s chief of staff And we were always running I mean we 
were running legally from the standpoint of I used my campaign account to do 
what they call a birthday card program In other words everybody registered to 
vote would get a birthday card from me Everybody registered to vote would 
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get a Christmas card from me Eveiybody registered to vote would get all 
kinds of things emergency strip stickers with police fire paramedic before 
911 And so I was always doing that Then Mike Galizio would go off of 
payroll and do the mail program 

YATES I m just glancing at your opponents and of course you didn t have any 
Democratic opponents 

ROOS Right 

YATES Was there any hint that there would be one? 

ROOS No Very frankly no 

YATES What about raising money? 

ROOS Easy I never blanched at it from the standpoint of Well I did It s a 
funny thing For me it was more comfortable raising money from strangers 
than from friends you know because you d ask and they d been there at a very 
momentous time and it s difficult to go back particularly with the story that 
Well I don t really need it that much I m doing it to solidify my position in 
the leadership Well a lot of people that I raised money from they didn t 
have a great understanding of what that meant because they didn t have any 
big issues coming through the legislature 

YATES You mentioned the issue of special interests when you talked about your first 
election and how people don t really understand at least in that first election 
that you re getting money from all different types of groups So as you go 
through the next two election cycles 1978 and 80—you can go beyond that 
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but I m just thinking in that early period—-where do you see special interests 
falling 9 Does money start only coming from certain groups and not other 
groups 9 Talk about that a little bit 

ROOS No I was lucky I was lucky that way And it isn t Well so many things 
are idiosyncratic in terms of politeness I mean that s southern engendered 
Listening well is a developed skill I think The point is this is that I never 
went out of my way to alienate anyone I m not a gruff or nasty person by 
nature so I think people like to deal with me Secondly and I think that I m 
certainly smart enough so that I understand what they re trying to convey to 
me 

Now given that I think interests liked supporting me but they really liked 
supporting me because they saw me as a person who didn t have my mind 
predetermined In fact I was never a darling m my opimon of any special 
interest because I would be all over the place meaning that I would have a fair 
share of votes for insurance companies versus trial lawyers but probably more 
votes m totality with the trial lawyers than with insurance compames 

YATES What about your own legislation though or carrying legislation vis a vis 
[Inaudible] 9 

ROOS Well the major legislation that I earned always was in the housing area and 

guess what 9 It was developers with affordable housing rural housing In other 
words labor kind of an unassailable coalition that I would try to put together 
with usually the isolated bad player party being local government and their 
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zoning restrictions or failure to develop a housing element or a plan 
YATES So in terms of right now we re talking about elections 

ROOS Yes So I d get support you know not massive from anyone but good support 
from everybody and that s the way I liked it I was never really a big umon 
person There were some unions who I had extraordinary relationships with 
like the Operating Engineers the Teamsters But a lot that I didn t I was seen 
as a Well cunous parallel would be at my level what Bill Clinton did with 
the moderating of the Democratic Party I was seen as a moderate Democrat 
where business had a shot at me on some of their issues 
YATES OK Great Well is it OK if we wrap up 9 We re almost at noon 
ROOS Sure 

YATES Seems like a good point to stop and we 11 pick up I think with legislation 
then 

ROOS Good 


[End Tape 5 Side B] 
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[Session 6 February 19 2004] 

[Begin Tape 6 Side A] 

YATES Let s get started and see how things go Some days go quicker than others m 
terms of getting into topics So we were chatting again just about where we 
are in the scheme of things and today my plan was to talk about your policy 
interests your legislative interests some of which you ve touched on a little bit 
as we ve been going along and we re maybe going backwards chronologically 
just slightly But when you came into the legislature where were your policy 
interests or your legislative interests do you think 9 
ROOS Well I think it s instructive to first of all talk about how one who has never 
written a law and now is being charged with not only voting on laws but a 
certain expectation that they would introduce amendments or changes m law 
how that happens Clearly I learned upon the dissension into this arena you 
know on probably one of the busiest days of the legislator calendar the day I 
was sworn in as opposed to starting anew I got a quick indoctrination about 
voting on laws 


Introducing laws became much more fascinating I found within literally 
days of occupying my office that there were people who wanted to see me and 
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I assumed they wanted to see me about bills that were going to be m committee 
or on the floor My surprise was they would say Well we would like for you 
to look at authoring this bill So that s the first thing that usually comes to a 
brand new legislator is the fact that people are knocking on their door saying 
We think you have the competency or the understanding of the area to do 
this 

Well it really isn t about that usually Usually it s a bad bill They know 
that a semor person isn t going to even introduce it They re usually fronting 
for their client saying You know it s going to be really hard to even get this 
bill introduced So they go to the novice and see if they can t be their 
forerunner 

YATES I was going to ask you so were these basically lobbyists who were coming to 
you at that point 7 

ROOS Sure Nobody m the district yet associates that 
YATES So how do you find your way through that m that early period 7 
ROOS The excitement of being asked to author something when you ve never done it 
you usually say Let me take a look at it A plain reading of it it looks OK 
It s only when you found out when you ve talked to a couple of colleagues 
they didn t hang that on you That bill s been around for twenty years that 
type of thing and every year of course it never even gets out of the policy 
committee So you learn that way 

I was instructed plus there s a reason for wanting to introduce a bill or 
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ROOS 


two and it really is to get the practice of moving it through the system just to 
see how the process works and to understand the print rules and the deadlines 
and the committees insistences and how they set You know and all of 
that and to basically get your sea legs on the floor and in the committees in 
terms of arguing with clearly a group of people who are going to be opposed 
to the issue 

The other way m which you get the feel for carrying a bill is that senate 
authors may see some value you re well liked you re strategically on the 
committee you re new so therefore people will want to hopefully support you 
with early success pick you out to carry their bills on the assembly floor and 
so that also gives you a way of doing it 

And finally with maturity you start seeing thmgs I can have an impact 
on this and housing clearly was the primary area I was interested m 
affecting 

And that was because 9 Why housing 7 

Well good question I mean it s a great question because it s so idiosyncratic 
and personal My dad was a builder and I worked construction every summer 
for him from the time I was fourteen years old So it was one thing that I felt 
like I had some understanding of I mean I had dug footings I had nailed two 
by fours and framed houses as a laborer with carpenters and had seen my 
father m the living room drawing designs So I had a feel for the industry and I 


think that was it 
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Plus opportunistic At the time housing was a backwater enterprise It 
was a second or tertiary level committee not much action not much 
enterprise not much vision and you know walking precincts around Los 
Angeles you saw these nch opportunities for gentrification for new ways to 
think about neighborhoods 

YATES And also it seems like it coincides The timing of when you re first in the 
assembly late seventies of course coincides with the other things that are 
going on in the state in terms of unaffordable housing and housmg shortages 
ROOS Exactly My first important bill really was having a district that was roughly 60 
percent renters those people getting cheating out of any kind of reward for 
voting for Proposition 13 So raising the renter s credit was my big cause 
celebre that really put me m touch with Willie Brown because he was 
chairman of Rev and Tax and that was the policy committee 
YATES So that was when you first came into the legislature? 

ROOS Pretty much It clearly would have been what 79? It was before the 
speakership so it was 79 
YATES Right but after Prop 13? 

ROOS Yes Probably around early 79 late 78 It would be 79 yes 
YATES You said you started working with Willie Brown because it went to that 
committee? 

ROOS Well here s what happened It s a fairly good story So Willie was chairman 
of the Revenue and Taxation Committee There were about five people much 
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more semor people who had a design for a renter tax credit One was Bob 
Wilson the other was Tom Bates there was me maybe Barry Keene and 
perhaps one other I just can t recall 

So being an instinctive politician and having seen and heard of the way 
that Willie Brown ran his committee there was only one guy to see So I made 
an appointment went to see Willie Brown and again this is the first private 
interaction that I truly remember I went in and kind of established again who 
I was I mean he knew who I was but you know you try to Here s a mutual 
friend that we have and here s this and let me tell you a little bit about my 
district But again very cnsp and very quick because he s crisp and quick I 
basically said You re going to be hearing these renter tax credit bills I have 
one and I really want to know what I have to do m order to be the successful 
author I really want This would be a major major impact for me and my 
district 

He basically said Well you know Michael there are four or five 
authors and blah blah blah but he said let me tell you what you ought to 
do He said You have to make a pact with me that when you come to the 
committee after you have said what your bill does you say nothing other than 
yes Nothing else just yes 

Now this is a mmdbender for me So I said Let me get this straight I 
come m And he said You know what 9 Basically I doubt you re even 
going to have to say anything about your bill but you just have to say yes to 
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everything that I do Every question every question I ask you the answer has 
to be yes 

YATES That s asking a lot 

ROOS And he said I think you 11 get the bill Well OK so now I m on board 

Sure enough all the bills are set at one time all the authors come in and 
sure enough nobody had to say what their bill did because Willie Brown did 
the whole thing He said Here we have before us we have three senate bills 
and two assembly bills and we re going to hear these all at once This 
committee is only going to put out one bill on renter tax credit Make no 
mistake about it So here are the ground rules He said Everybody is going 
to get a chance to stay m the game by saying whether they agree with what the 
committee wants to do or not He said But once you don t agree with the 
committee you can t get back m You can t change your mind And 
everybody s nodding He says Does everybody understand 9 Everybody 
nods 

Now he starts going down the line and some of these people had 
extravagant numbers for the renter tax credit It was thirty nine dollars I think 
mine doubled it but some had two hundred dollars or one hundred It doesn t 
matter But they had substantial amounts of money in there So he went down 
and he said Can you live with anything less than the number in your bill 9 
I don t know 

You re out Can you live with anything— you know 
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And the second person got it Well yes I can 

Got to me Yes 

Went to the next guy No I can t 
OK you re out 

And anyway through a variety of questions like that guess who the last 
man standing was 9 Mike Roos And I got the bill that was basically designed 
by the committee totally written by the committee staff but it had my name on 
it because every other of these authors basically took themselves out of the 
game after agreeing upon ground rules and couldn t get back in by hook or 
crook 

So again it was the masterfulness of Willie Brown that came into play just 
a year later actually and I think it was my understanding of his direction and 
sticking to my commitment that impressed him Anyway that was the first 
significant piece of legislation that I passed and got signed into law 
YATES Is this A B 15 9 Does that sound right 9 I m looking at your list of bills here 
from 1979 
ROOS How is it 9 

YATES ItjustsaysAB 15 renter credit 
ROOS Yes sure that s it 
YATES That must be it 


ROOS That s it 

YATES Well let me ask you in a situation like that where you re carrying this bill and 
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you re at the mercy basically of what the committee decides on the content it 
sounds like 

ROOS Right 

YATES I mean how did you feel about 

ROOS Perfect 

YATES It was OK 7 

ROOS It was better than OK I was jubilant because again here s what a policy 

maker I think focuses on Have you advanced what you wanted to advance? 
Clearly at the end of the day when that bill was signed renters were 
significantly better off They were much better off than they were the day 

before the bill was signed Secondly the mechanism for the renters credit 
when I say it was written by the committee staff the only significant thing in 
there was the number The number was really the only variable 

YATES I guess I m thinking in a situation where there may be more gray areas m terms 
of the content 

ROOS Well we can get into some of those The assault weapon bill will be a good 
example of that 

YATES Where you re really going back and forth 

ROOS And trying to find where is that strike point that brings the significant parties 
mainly the governor onboard 

YATES Right But with this this was pretty straightforward it sounds like 

ROOS Stick Very straightforward It was just the Machiavellian perfection of the 
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process where again everything was fair I just got the tip off though about 
behavior and that led to the success But as far as I know no other author went 
in and talked to Willie Brown either which was a big mistake 

YATES Beforehand 

ROOS Yes which was a big mistake on their part 

YATES Well maybe this bill isn t the best example but as long as we re talking about 
it OK it gets through Rev and Tax obviously What else did you have to do in 
order to get it through the rest of the process? 

ROOS Not really anything because again the legislature knew that because of Willie 
there was only going to be one bill and everybody who had one renter m their 
district wanted to vote for this It s one of those issues that once it s 

YATES So it s bipartisan 9 

ROOS Yes Once it springs out it s done And of course by the way the footnote is 
is it was eliminated m the last budget crisis that we had several years ago 

YATES That s right You re talking during the Wilson [administration] 

ROOS Wilson yes 

YATES Because I remember getting some benefit from the renters credit and then it 
disappeared 

ROOS And renters you know again renters were really put on the wrong end of that 
policy m my opinion and renters did It s the one thing that a lot of people 

are watchmg because people actually And people who needed it the most 

seniors students marginal day workers like caddies and people really at a 
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baseline of survival saying God that was great He said All I have to do is 
write and they send me the check Send the form in I get the check back 

YATES You touched I think maybe last time or the time before that about the new 
cities bill and I wanted to at least get into that in a little more detail Talk 
about that piece of legislation Maybe if you just start talking about it and then 
111 ask some more specific questions but talk about how that came about m the 
first place 

ROOS OK What happened is that again I am up to my neck m housing issues I had 
had a vanety of successes and even Well the primary success was being 
able to articulate a point of view and bring together m most instances a 
coalition of low moderate income housing advocates developers the financial 
community pretty much everybody but local government whose restrictive 
zoning from my point of view at the time was what was constraining the 
supply of housing driving pnces up Then we have the enormity of inflation 
late seventies early eighties so you saw the first real spike that widened the 
affordability gap between those who couldn t afford and those who could 
afford so a smaller and smaller percentage were eligible for homeownership 
So Jerry Brown appoints an Affordable Housing Task Force He makes 
Nathan Shapell who is the chairman of the [Milton Marks] Little Hoover 
Commission [on California State Government Organization and Economy] 
major developer the chairman He puts me on the committee along with a 
good cross section of housing advocates local government officials the whole 
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panoply of players 

One of the recommendations that came out of that commission was that 
there ought to be a way to fast track approval such as pretty much a state 
zoning appeals board That became the centerpiece for the new cities bill 
Essentially the elements of the new cities bill as I remember it were if you 
had a minimum amount of land with a minimum being I think it was two 
thousand acres you could apply for a new city plan and in that you would 
have to develop the infrastructure You the developer you would have to 
devote 25 percent of that community to low moderate income housing as 
defined by law You would have to do a significant number of things but that 
that could go immediately to a state zoning board that would review it and act 
upon it and basically order and issue a permit 
Well we introduced that bill 
YATES You were the author of the bill 

ROOS I was the author of the bill And local government went berserk just went 
berserk Now again contextually here s my view of local government I 
clearly understood why politicians would respond to the NIMBY s not m my 
backyard on the one hand but on the other hand I thought that it was 
disingenuous of local governments in their housing policy to be so casual if not 
flaunting of the law with respect to filing a serious housing element This is 
what we have available this is our plan for providing more umts for every 
economic sector who works in our community 
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ROOS 


YATES 

ROOS 

YATES 


So I was fairly hostile toward local government Well this gave them an 
opportunity for retribution and I learned a lot about hardball politics in this 
debate There were people who were literally threatened saying You will 
never get zomng for this parcel unless you call Mike Roos or unless you call 
your local legislator and say to influential people 
Wait This was coming from local government? 

Yes A member of the board of supervisors specifically said that to the largest 
contributor to the senator m that area I m sorry Said it to the developer who 
was the largest contributor and that contributor really pressed that senator 
And there were a variety of other things 

Plus local government in many places spurred a media campaign of 
discrediting this bill saying it had something to do with my association with 
Nathan Shaped when m fact this was a unanimous recommendation out of 
this Affordable Housing Task Force commission Jesse Unruh was involved 
and the long and the short of it is is that we successfully got the bill to the 
governor s desk to an enormous enormous fight It was exhilarating because 
it was the first real political fight that I had been engaged in 
I read in the California Journal it said—quote— It emerged as the single most 
controversial piece of legislation to be considered by the 1981 session —end 
quote 

Yes that was it It really was 
But you got it through 
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ROOS Yes and begged Jerry Brown to sign the bill not on the basis of his liking me 
or not liking the recommendation of a task force that he appointed liking the 
chairman of the task force It was on pure raw politics He was thinking about 
running for president again and clearly he wouldn t want local government 
antagonistic 

I said Jerry you don t ever have to fund this Sign it into law and you 
have the funding mechanism at your disposal which means that you can tell 
local government use it as a lever that if they don t start behaving a little 
better that you may well think about funding this statewide commission You 
can t get the permit unless the commission is established and the commission 
can t be established unless it s appointed by the governor and funded m the 
budget which he has veto power over So I thought that was a fairly smart 
argument 

He looked at me after I made this argument I think intrigued but he said 
You know me Mike when it gets hot in the kitchen I get out of the kitchen 
and that s when I knew he was going to veto the bill And sure enough he 
vetoed it 

The L A Times wrote a front page story on the veto of the new cities bill 
and the best comment of course was Jesse Unruh s who basically says It 
isn t often that a governor vetoes his own recommendation meaning Jerry 
Brown appointed this group it was a unanimous recommendation out of it and 
he basically wound up vetoing the idea 
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YATES How did Jesse Unruh get involved with this—and at what point 9 
ROOS I carved out a role for him to play as treasurer 
YATES So he would have chaired the commission 
ROOS That s right exactly 

YATES Do you remember at what point you talked to him about this 9 
ROOS Frequently and often 
YATES So during the whole course 9 

ROOS As I was drafting the bill because I felt that the commission needed credibility 
and it needed really wise people on it The fiduciary responsibility that he had 
along with his He just seemed to be a natural for it and he was up for 

doing it 

YATES You just mentioned one of the criticisms was the connection I think with 
Nathan Shapell 
ROOS With Shapell yes 

YATES Of course from what I was reading m the articles I looked at which were 

primarily in the California Journal the criticism was that he had been giving 
money not just some money to your campaigns or I don t know if it was a 
campaign but to a number of Democrats including Jerry Brown 
ROOS That s correct That s correct 

YATES So talk about that When this kind of thing comes up we re back to this special 
interests and this criticism that comes up of when somebody gives money and 
then you get into this kind of situation with this piece of legislation 
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ROOS Well it becomes a dandy It s one of the things that you learn and that is that 
if everybody knew Nathan Shapell what would they know 7 They would know 
that he survived the Holocaust that he lost most of That he survived 
Auschwitz that most of his family were murdered by the Nazis that he came to 
this country and fulfilled the American dream And you wonder about what 
kind of a dream can he have with that nightmare at his foundation 

But the fact is is that just like most in the Jewish community have a long 
and senous history of significantly giving back to the community So I mean 
that s all Nathan was doing m my opinion None of these were embarrassing 
sums of money thousand two thousand that type of thing So it becomes an 
easy branding if you want to discredit a piece of legislation by saying Well 
the fix is in 

That s just the way that it is and nothing has changed Nothing has 
changed since I m sure the first political campaign wherever it was waged 
and that s the thing about politics Both sides always throw if they re 
desperate as much mud as they can and hope that some stick and every now 
and then something sticks 

I don t believe by the way that this stuck too much but it did stick 
enough Nathan did something at the end of that bill that I was much opposed 
to and that is he did have a piece of land that theoretically would have 
qualified m Thousand Oaks for this project and so he said that he would never 
allow it to be considered if the bill were signed I thought that that was 
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unnecessary I don t think it was a conflict because Nathan didn t come up 
with this idea Nathan only presided on a committee where the committee 
developed the idea and unanimously approved it 

Actually just as a side note as we talk today I am a commissioner on the 
[Los Angeles] city Rec[reationJ and Parks Commission There is momentum 
for an ordinance that will disallow commissioners to give or raise money for 
any city official I have not been asked to lobby for this bill or against this bill 
but I have a strong opinion and I expressed my opinion to two council 
members the other day I said The fact is is that most people who get on 
commissions if not all are on those commissions because they are part of the 
spirited body politic They are the body politic They like to serve their 
community They like to get involved They like to support good people 

It just seems to me that this is awfully draconian because you re taking out 
those people who really are providing support for people that they think are 
good and able for the city And then putting m my own two cents why 
wouldn t just immediate full disclosure of whatever they do be adequate m 
terms of anybody s interest in wanting to know any connectedness between that 
commission and a prospective city councilperson or a city councilperson or the 
mayor 1 ? But it s not going to fly 

All I m trying to say is is that yes there are And we could talk about 
this ad nauseam about interest groups who see it m their mterest to support 
people who have full measure of influence over things that affect their 
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livelihood and their lifeblood but there are also an awful lot of people that 
selectively support people just because they re community spirited I would 
say that Nathan is a combination of both 

Now I want to just give you a little footnote The footnote is is that fast 
forward to 1982 and I get ensnared m clearly a scandal It has a certain 
amount of origin with new cities in terms of one or two members of the press 
perception 

YATES Just for the record the new cities vote was 1981 

ROOS That s right yes And in 1981 after new cities was put on the governor s desk 
and before he vetoed it I walked into Frank Fat s where I saw two Los Angeles 
Times reporters One was very friendly The other was more sneenngly 
friendly After a couple of drinks where the reporter got a little loose tongued 
she said You know a lot of people are watching When they saw you come 
up they thought you were really a nice guy And now new cities has caused 
them to think Hey you know maybe he s got a little bit of the Sharpie 
underneath the mce guy image And she forebodingly said We 11 be 
watching And again I think that it s ironic that that reporter who said that 
was the one who spearheaded what was known as the Monarty affair 

YATES Who was that 9 

ROOS A woman by the name of Tracy Wood 111 never forget that in the whole 

sweep of the decade of the eighties where again I was having the time of my 
life I was exhilarated by this policy fight simply believing that democracy 
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was what it was If you got the votes you got the votes pretty much on the 
merit of the significance and the goodness of the policy because having been 
there just for about a week you saw that a lot of great ideas died and that you 
have so many checks You do have a governor and then you have a court to 
test all of this against That anything to stay intact is a very very difficult 
process But I later learned m life that there are other levels of consideration 
YATES We 11 come back to 
ROOS And that s appearance 
YATES Appearance versus 

ROOS Versus the reality But appearance is important from the standpoint I guess 
that s where the old aphorisms you know walk like a duck talk like a duck 
you know it is a duck on the one hand and nobody can really strip open 
somebody s head or their heart and know But the validity of this process is is 
that all things are pretty much out in the open but appearance is a very very 
big and significant factor in all of this 

YATES Let me backtrack to the new cities bill again just for a moment which is to get 
at the process We know what happens You get it through so it gets to the 
governor s desk but you mentioned that there was opposition obviously that 
was coming from local government I assume then there are of course 
senators or assembly people who represent those districts and there was some 
opposition So what did you do to address those people who had those 


concerns 9 
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ROOS Well again my remembrance was is that I had put together fashioned a 

coalition of people who felt this was a very strong bold audacious move to try 
to do something about the housing supply shortage particularly for moderate 
and low income housing You know you have to remember too 1980 almost 
twenty five years ago or 1981 houses were It was nothing like it is today 
where prices are eye popping We re talking about thirty five thousand dollar 
homes forty thousand fifty thousand where I think the price points are 
certainly more squeezed together than the huge disparities today 
YATES Today you ve had low interest rates as well 
ROOS Exactly 

YATES Which has played a different role 

ROOS Very different role But still I think the spread is remarkably different than it 
was m the eighties So the question is how did I get that put together that old 
fashioned coalition of having everybody isolating local government But local 
government is a very powerful force in the legislature You know legislators 
are people where they re only one race away from looking at a mayor or city 
councilman from one of their cities running against them and of course 
having a newspaper that may continually wnte stones that Senator .Tim is not 
town friendly That s not good particularly the smaller the towns 

But I prevailed And again the best argument was this thing never has to 
be funded It just becomes a policy piece that s in place that makes an awful 
lot of sense It s a court of first and last resort to accelerate the supply of 
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housing That s going to be great for the economy of California It s going to 
be great for the workers m California And by the way how many people 
really have a minimum of twenty five hundred acres 9 Or whatever that 
minimum was three thousand you know large assemblages of land 
But obviously there was enough feeling of being threatened that a lot of 
pressure came 

Absolutely Well there s a significant New Jersey case New Jersey Supreme 
Court that became kind of the underpinning of this of my move for a state 
zoning board But the police power of local government m terms of land use is 
sacrosanct m their minds probably m mine now in that they are very very 
very very strong and everybody believed that Everybody believed 
Everybody from local government believes that that is one police power that 
ought to remain local unless it s appealed through the court system They did 
not want a legislative or ministerial body having a substitute judgment ability 
The next piece of legislation I wanted to talk to you about and let s see if this 
makes sense because it s sort of in the same area but not exactly is of course 
the Mello Roos Community Facilities Act which was m 1982 So tell me how 
that got started Of course I know you have your colleague m the senate But 
talk about that piece of legislation 

After Prop 13 passed because of the two third vote requirement for any kind 
of assessment tax increase basically eliminated local government s ability to 
develop infrastructure as the first step for development So all local 
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government ran to Sacramento and said You have to do something 
particularly in the high growth areas Riverside County San Diego County 
Sacramento County Fresno County All of these areas that are beginning to 
burst at the seams are now constrained because they cannot meet the developer 
demand to develop the land spurred by the fact that there was a significant 
rising demand for housing or its alternative commercial space 

So everybody came to Sacramento and they said We ought to do a 
benefit assessment And everybody kept coming back Yeah the benefit 
assessment is the right thing to do but everybody wants to do it by majority 
vote because clearly the law allows for it to be done on a two thirds vote and 
that became the stickling point the conundrum and the paralysis of being able 
to act in the aftermath of 78 to begin to give local government a tool that 
would allow for its development where needed 

So anyway there were a lot of people who had their finger m this In other 
words the developer community eventually was being told by leaders in the 
debate like myself You ve got to talk to the Republicans and that made the 
most sense because developers were usually Republican usually wealthy 
usually Republican and usually had relationships with the Republicans That s 
what I really meant to say 

Yet they would come back shaking their head and they said they just can t 
do it I mean all of these guys were elected All these people were elected 
coincident witn Prop 13 They campaigned vigorously for the need for Prop 
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13 and they just are not going to encourage Jarvis s wrath by all of a sudden 
saying there s an exception to the two thirds vote 

So here we were stuck As I said I know that a variety of people were 
being talked to but I was seen pretty much as the leader on the assembly side 
and who knows who the leader was on the senate side I don t think there was 
one I just think a lot of people were being talked to but there was no 
satisfaction in the conversation because there was no solution 

So I m sitting in my office one day and I m talking to Phil Angehdes who 
now is treasurer of the State of California who is my chief of staff and Phil has 
a brilliant idea He says I think I know how to solve tins problem with the 
benefit assessment I said How is that 9 He said Bifurcate the vote To 
form a district have a two third vote among the landowners By the way 
you re probably going to get 100 percent vote because all of those landowners 
are motivated to create the district so that they can sell their property to the 
developer or they are already the developer who has this land and then make 
the vote approving the distnct at the local agency a majority vote 

I said I think I can sell this and sure enough I sold it to my colleague 
I went first and only to the Republican colleagues in the assembly This was 
going to go step by step Got it out of the assembly everybody was delighted 
The Republicans could crow back to their developers that they finally cracked 
the code and voted and supported for something that would start moving 


development again 
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I just so remember and this is not a pejorative story this is a wonderful 
story about Henry Mello So typically whenever you get a bill of any 
magnitude passed by the assembly there s this moment of exhilaration and 
then there s a realization of I ve got to go over there and talk to those old 
guys who are conservative and they don t ever want to change anything and 
it s hard and it s different and it s just tough 
YATES You re talking about the senate 

ROOS The senate So my first step a la my instinctive ability with the renter tax 

credit go talk to the chairman I went m to see Henry I got an appointment 
Henry who is an avuncular wonderful human being How are you 7 had his 
hands folded across his rather large stomach 

And I said Henry I want to talk to you about tins benefit assessment idea 
that I have and I just navigated through the assembly and it s coming to your 
committee 

Shook his head He knew that it was coming to his committee he said 
You know I think that s a wonderful bill And inside my heart opened to 
that news And he said Have you ever thought about tombstoning it 7 

I said Tombstoning it 7 I must tell you I didn t immediately remember 
Tombstoning was so rare you know it was like the Unruh Miller Reading Act 
I mean tins was something that never visited you It only happened to old time 
guys with huge landmark developmental bills 
YATES Like the Unruh Civil Rights Act or 
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Exactly that s exactly right Knox Keene 

So I said I haven t thought about it at all And he said Well I think 
this would be a good idea because this is a significant piece of legislation I 
said Well what do you have m mind 9 He said How does Mello Roos 
sound 9 I said It sounds fabulous to me Mr Chairman Never had to do 
anything Henry took it from there There was no way Henry Mello was going 
to be denied on what was now the Mello Roos Community Facilities Act 
Well let me ask you just for a second traditionally hasn t the naming of it 
come later 9 

No you amend it in committee 

OK I guess I m confused it because I think of the Donahue Act which is 
related to the [California] Master Plan [for Higher Education] and she had 
passed away and so in honor of her 

Yes And so somebody in honor of somebody just earned one amending that 
code section into the Donahue Act but no whenever you tombstone that 
becomes a part of the amendment and bill making process But it was 
wonderful 

I mean Henry would always share it like it was his baby He would every 
year come forward with You know we ought to have these things library 
police fire Then it was almost anything short of a food market I mean it 
was 

Well you talked about the issue of the two thirds requirement and tying it into 
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the issue of Prop 13 What other elements of the legislation do you think were 
really key 9 

ROOS Well nothing It was almost like the renter credit Everything else had its own 
moving parts You had to give the Republicans a fig leaf to get the two thirds 
that was the genius of the bill and then the majority voted on that But 
bifurcating the vote was the genius 
YATES That was the key 

ROOS Because anything beyond that was basically a benefit assessment You figure 
out the cost of investments to put in the sewers or the streetlights or the library 
and police station and then you divide that by the number of parcels 
YATES OK so that was the key element to the legislation 
ROOS Exactly 
YATES Hold on a second 
[End Tape 6 Side A] 

[Begin Tape 6 Side B] 

YATES We were talking about Mello Roos 
ROOS Yes 

YATES One question I had about Mello Roos when you were getting it through the 
legislature you mentioned your Republican colleagues and the situation they 
were in and you briefly mentioned Jarvis I m trying to remember the name of 
his group Is it the Taxpayers Association 9 


ROOS 


Yes California taxpayers 
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I should know since they re still very active How did they respond if at all to 
this piece of legislation going through? 

I don t remember specifically but I know that they were OK 
There wasn t a big protest on their part 

No because again everybody was looking You know at the end politics 
by all parties is possibility and there are in most instances something that 
ultimately can bring all parties together Clearly on abortion death penalty I 
don t think you can fathom any way to bridge the gulf because so much of it is 
whatever one s definition of morality is But in practical things how do we 
develop more housing how do we get a better health care how do we get better 
performance out of our K through 12 students there is a point that brings all 
parties together and that is the challenge of people who are deft at this process 
So at the end of the day Howard Jarvis organization is just as interested in 
housing people who are unhoused as anybody else but they just don t want to 
Their pnncipal standard is a two thirds vote Therefore anything— 
anything—that the people want to do if a super majonty agrees to it So once 
we gave them the fig leaf as well because it s fair and it s reasonable I don t 
think that they were ever enthusiastically for it but they certainly weren t 
against it 

Which may be a good part of the battle 

That s a good part That s a very good part of the battle 

So it s what twenty two years later? 
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It s just like by the way right now in 2004 in the next couple of weeks there s 
something that I feel strongly about and that s financing our debt with bonds 
But you know am I neutral 9 Yes I m going to vote against it but I certainly 
am not going to exert a lot of energy as I wouldn t if I weren t in public office 
today fighting against it because there are so few options and so that s the 
tradeoff I make I would like to see the state move ahead I know that they 
have to get this current year deficit behind them to be in the position to even do 
that 

But you don t think the bond is the solution 9 

No I think the solution will come about for next year s budget which is that 
you just have to bite the bullet and say we need to raise taxes 

I m a member of a club They just assessed me thirteen month dues 
Some people are complaining about it I m not complaining because I like the 
club and I know that this is just a necessity based upon the way that the 
revenues versus expenses are shaking out 

So you think [Arnold] Schwarzenegger will have to get to a point where that 
will be acceptable 9 

I do I do and I think that part of the process of giving him what he thinks is 
necessary and then letting him feel the full frontal absorption of what you have 
to eliminate in order to find fourteen billion additional dollars leads him 
ultimately to the conclusion that there is no other way 
Well we 11 see what happens 
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Yes 

Exciting times right now 

So Mello Roos I was just starting to say it s been twenty two years 
Right 

Since it passed So what s your assessment of how it s worked from what your 
intent was? 

It s worked extremely well m the beginning It has come under some 
legitimate con roversy because I believe that left to its own devices or left to 
the devices of a few people tend to get greedy What they will sometimes do 
that has aroused the concern of me as an author and people who have to pay the 
benefit assessment is sometimes load up regional needs on a group of 
landowners or not landowners but residential occupiers and that s unfair 

I think it s great when you build a police station or build a fire station that 
serves one neighborhood all of whom are equally bearing the mortgage for that 
facility It is completely unfair and uncalled for m the legislation to build a 
freeway interchange and load that cost on those same residents and that s what 
I m talking about That s happened on enough occasions that it s aroused the 
ire of people who have to pay the assessment It s also worked with the 
financial community Mello Roos bonds are traded briskly and there s a 
demand for them I think there s only been one or two defaults very very 
small and again it s usually been because of the over reaching of the people 
who put together the issue or the district 
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I always liked the idea that it really should I thought Jarvis would have 
liked the idea Really kind of separate what the true costs of parts of 
government are because theoretically if you buy a home in a Mello Roos 
district the home price should be substantially different than the home m the 
non Mello Roos district across the freeway should be with the differential 
being what those Mello Roos costs are which would be for very specific 
itemized things such as streetlights and sewers and the other kinds of things that 
are allowable under Mello Roos that people are freely paying for 
There s been Because I know that Mello Roos pops up on occasion or 
maybe more than an occasion I didn t actually track just through the reporting 
through the newspapers The issue comes up because of something that 
happened But you just mentioned that more recently that there s been more 
potential pioblems with how Mello Roos is being used Is that the right way to 

No No I didn t mean to imply that I don t think it s been recent I think that 
that s been the continual problems over time 

OK I m just trying to get a sense of your perspective on how it s worked 
No I don t think it s Like you go out to Playa del Rey which is the 
Playa Vista is the largest in fill project in the Umted States today They are 
absolutely delighted with Mello Roos Mello Roos has allowed them to really 
move this thing quickly and decisively to get homes up to put Well they 


have a waiting list a mile long 
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YATES Anything else you want to add about Mello Roos that I didn t ask you about m 
terms of getting it through the legislature 7 

ROOS No Again once the bifurcated vote came in play it really cinched it It was 
not an effort 

YATES Yes as you said that was the key point to get this type of thing through 
ROOS Yes 

YATES Let me ask you in that early period just for the sake of having some kind of a 
structure the early part of the eighties We touched on the issues with the 
new cities bill we talked about Mello Roos and the renters credit What other 
pieces of legislation do you think at that point were really critical or that you 
feel were really important that you were able to not necessarily get through but 
that you were carrying 9 
ROOS I d have to look at the list 1 again 
YATES It s all nght here 
ROOS No That s all nght 

YATES I don t want you to have to spend a lot of time I was just wondering if 
anything else occurs to you at that point 

ROOS No Again these were bills that I came up with and the other bills were bills 

that people who I had confidence m where they really convinced me that it was 
a good bill and it needed to be done that I would introduce But other than 

1 Mr Roos is referring to a list of his legislation that is available through the 
description of his papers which are located at Loyola Marymount Umversity Archives and 
Special Collections 
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that the ones that stick out to me are renter credits new cities and the Mello 
Roos 

You know I did a lot of things around the edges density bonuses for low 
moderate income housing did some things in 79 on variable rate mortgages I 
had my hand in that and beginning more and more to do things that made sense 
in terms of the district that I represented 

YATES I know one area—maybe it s a little bit later—you said you started carrying 
legislation in was related to AIDS 
ROOS Yes 

YATES Now from what I could tell the first thing that you carried was 1985 Does 
that sound right 7 
ROOS Right It does 

YATES And I marked on that sheet just a couple of things that I noticed You earned 
things through until that you left office Is that correct 7 
ROOS That s nght 

YATES Maybe you could talk about that first piece of legislation that you earned I 
think it was just one bill wasn t it in 1985 7 
ROOS Just one [AB]488 
YATES Yes and this was the HIV test results 7 
ROOS Right 

YATES So tell me a little bit about how that came about 

ROOS It s a great story First of all I think I represented the area that had probably 
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the second highest concentration of gays in the State of California 

Right I think I remember when we were talking about your district you were 

saying you had a very high high number 

I remember so vividly a constituent making an appointment I think I d casually 
met him a couple of times and he said I want to bring in this person You 
need to see him You need to talk to him He has what we call gay cancer 
and brought in this guy who looked near death emaciated just horrible just 
horrible 

And so I knew This must have been 83 maybe 84 just not quite 
sure so I knew that there was this disease going around and seemingly 
affecting only gay men 

This person who brought him m you said used the words gay cancer 
Right That s what they called it gay cancer And the whole reason for doing 
it was to get on Medi Cal You know could I do anything to help this person 
get on Medi Cal because he d exhausted all of Ins resources in terms of just the 
absolute attack on his body 

So I m doing things around the issues I m aware of this nobody has seen 
it as an epidemic or potentially a pandemic but we re aware Now I get a call 
one day and it s Willie saying You ve got to get over here immediately 
Went into the conference room and was joined by Maxine Waters I think Tom 
Hannigan maybe one other person but it was a very very small group 


We sat down and were joined immediately by the top researchers m the 
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University of California It was awesome because for two hours without 
interruption with basically Art Agnos was in the meeting Rapt focused 
attention they began to talk about this newly discovered disease [acquired 
immunodeficiency] syndrome And I mean it was breathtaking in terms of its 
scope its dimension and their abilities And they re essentially saying There 
is no cure in sight and someone finally saying You mean the next five years 
or three 9 No There s no end in sight and even predicted then that the best 
we could see in the long future were just effective therapies that that s how 
complex and complicated the disease was Talked about what they thought was 
the origin and that was the jump into the human population from African green 
monkeys and pursued that but just really talking about this is probably the 
most senous thing m our lifetime and then began to outline various thmgs you 
know the need for testing that had to be confidential the need for protecting 
our blood supply because many in the specific community were freely giving 
blood and of course you transfuse that into another human being 

It was just as significant a moment m terms of trying to think what it would 
be like if you re president of the United States and you get called into this 
meeting with the president of the United States and a group of generals say that 
there is a missing warhead and we believe that a group of terrorists have it and 
they re on their way to Los Angeles I mean it was that type of moment 
Basically within that time we did reach the conclusion that we had to 
immediately introduce legislation to allow for confidential testing and 
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protecting the blood supply and the decision was made that Art representing 
the highest concentration of gays would carry the confidential testing bill and 
I would carry the protecting the blood supply bill 

That s how the bill happened It was not a strenuous bill It was a very 
very sobering task to undertake because you knew that lives had been lost 
through blood transfusions of AIDS contaminated blood and you knew that the 
fear and the pamc in the gay community would lead to people going to give 
blood because you would get The Red Cross apparently had been the only 
place that had perfected the test or were using the test 
To screen 9 

Exactly and so people would go 
And then find out 

Give blood in order to find out Well there were enough false positives and 
false negatives you would still be putting infection So we wanted to build an 
unassailable wall for people to be mcented to go get private confidential 
testing as opposed to using the blood banks to get tested 
On a bill like that and maybe it doesn t matter but it just occurred to me who 
do you work with m order to get the language in that kind of a piece of 
legislation 9 

All language comes from leg counsel You have a bill idea and you basically 
say Here it is You find the appropriate code sections to amend or create 
So there weren t any special things about that type of legislation for example 
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in terms of getting the [right] language 

No But you do when you get the bill back you read it and you no no this 

and you send it back and you vet it with other people you know health 

officials people who have specific knowledge or expertise on certain things to 

make sure that it operates the way you want it to operate 

So this is still fairly early in the whole AIDS cnsis 

Oh it s way before Rock [Hudson] It s beyond belief early 

Right because I remember I worked at a health publication company and there 

was discussion That was in 83 84 and this was in the San Francisco area so 

there was some discussion of it where I worked 

But I m just wondering m terms of your colleagues you mentioned that 
immediate group that met and talked and Art Agnos carries one piece you 
carry another piece of legislation What did you have to do if anything to 
educate your colleagues about its importance 9 
No that was the ngor of the bill because agam there was a terrific 
reactiveness just to gay and lesbians to begin with 

Yes as we re seeing right now with the marriage With what s going on 
currently 

Of course It s funny all of these things have reaches into future generations 
you know 

But back to there s a lot of ignorance there s not much knowledge at this point 
you re trying to get this kind of legislation through 
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ROOS Right And you had to cast the issue in a way that this is not giving a benefit to 
gay people this is protecting the wider society from something that has no 
cure and that was the overarching sellable argument One would have lost the 
vote if it had to do with again benefiting gay men but it wasn t about that at 
all 

YATES An education process took place in what venues 9 

ROOS One on one in committees the usual way every way You know you pick off 
the people that are influential on the other side or within your own caucus and 
you do your work at the committee and then that creates a certain amount of 
momentum You use the interest groups that are smart presentable and really 
know their stuff like a couple of the UC [University of California] people to 
talk to vanous people 

YATES Did it help to have another person carrying legislation that was related like Art 
Agnos did 9 

ROOS Yes ltdoesnthurt 

YATES It doesn t make a huge difference 9 

ROOS Yes no I think either of them would have stood alone although the Roberti 
Roos effort on the assault weapon bill it did matter in my opinion and we 11 
talk about that when we get to it 

YATES OK Just to continue with the legislation related to AIDS what about some of 
these pieces that you earned in 86 9 There was the alternative health sites 
[A B 3407] there was AIDS test reimbursement [A B 3440] Talk a little bit 
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just about what you ended up carrying and how those came about 
Well you know everything that you do has a proportion of self interest and 
ambition and so carrying this bill was clearly something I wanted to do 
because you felt like this is why you re here You have impact on something 
that affects the general health safety and welfare of a community positively 
But then you go back home and you realize this got a lot of people s 
attention in a community that you would like to have increased support and so 
that causes you to First of all to get mto an issue you start learning enough 
where you know a lot more than other people do and so that gives you an 
appetite for taking on more because you have a base of information 

But also it was good politics It was good politics for me in the wider Los 
Angeles community So on the alternative test sites it was why not try to 
create as many of these places because convenience like everything else is a 
key to participation If we only had one polling place in L A City there d be a 
hell of a lot of people inclined to vote who just would never vote So the same 
theory with respect to these test sites Why make a person trudge down make 
an appointment with their doctor when you have the possibility of having these 
sites literally every other neighborhood and make it very convenient targeting 
the population that is the top priority population to target and making it very 
easy and economical for them to go And so that was the alternative test site 
idea 


YATES Another one was test reimbursement so again more 
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The same point exactly 

The issues naturally evolved or the things that needed to be addressed 7 
Right A solution creates another set of problems and/or opportunities Once 
you did that the argument would come back from the Gay and Lesbian Center 
for instance Oh you know we don t get reimbursed enough and we re going 
to have to stop or that type of thing So you say Well we 11 see if we can t 
reach into the general fund and find a better reimbursement rate 
It s about a quarter to twelve Do you want to go for a few more minutes 7 
Whatever you want to do Susan 

I wanted to ask you a couple of things and at least we could start and continue 
next time which is to jump back a little bit Or I shouldn t say jump back I 
should say shift topics slightly I was thinking about some of the thmgs that 
were going on m the early eighties 82 83 and of course one is we have 
Jerry Brown leaving as governor a Democratic and we have George 
Deukmejian coming m a Republican 

One thing I was interested in asking you about is the year that George 
Deukmejian came in that first budget there was a deficit I was wondering in 
terms of your role both as a legislator and perhaps as the second behind Willie 
Brown what >cu observed about that budget process that year and the 
difficulties that the legislature had in working that out with him 
Not too much of a remembrance at all It s funny 
So it didn t 
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Well no it s funny how things that occupied a lot of your time all of a sudden 
become distilled down to one thmg and the one thing was is that I remember a 
lot of the shuttle diplomacy between Rod Blomen who was speaking for 
Deukmejian until we found out he wasn t speaking for Deukmejian he was a 
messenger for Deukmejian 
What was his title do you remember 7 

I think he was legislative affairs secretary or I mean he should have been 
the guy but he couldn t cut a deal But he gave us all the moves of I m 
cutting the deal and found out that he couldn t cut a deal 

I believe I hate to say things since this is historical that may not be 
accurate but I believe that that may have been when the Big Five began In 
other words We 11 have meetmgs directly with the governor the senate 
president the senate minority leader the assembly speaker and the assembly 
minority leader I think that was its genesis 

And Willie came back almost cackling He says I know how to get 
Deukmejian He said He loves prisons He 11 do anything for a prison 
That s all I remember from that debate We gave Deukmejian a couple of 
prisons and we got a budget 
That s pretty significant 
Yes 

That s fine What I think is something that will have lots of importance doesn t 
necessarily I just wanted to get your take on that The other thing was 
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ROOS And by the way it was shocking and what was it a one billion dollar deficit 
or something like that'? 

YATES I can t even remember I don t even remember I d have to look it up 
ROOS Then again it s funny how you re forged by a process I remember then we 
have this big surplus His big thing was I took California from IOU to A 
OK and then we build up a surplus and he gives it back six billion three 
hundred dollar checks to everybody 
YATES I do remember that 

ROOS Just crazy crazy So much we could do in terms of the investment of 

California not the least of which would just be to keep a healthy reserve But 
you know the mentality of certain politicians that way staggers me 
YATES Let me ask you one other thing and see if this triggers [your] memory Let s 
see Nineteen eighty four and there are two propositions 39 and 40 One was 
regarding apportionment 
ROOS Yes 

YATES And one was regarding campaign reform 
ROOS Right 

YATES I bong this up in part because we talked a little bit about reapportionment and 
of course Willie Brown coming m as speaker Then almost immediately you 
have reapportionment There was what happened in 82 Then in 84 you 



have Deukmejian supporting Proposition 39 1 which [would have created] a 
judicial commission for reapportionment 
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ROOS Correct 

YATES And then I guess the one that everyone was saying was potentially having more 
of an impact was 40 2 which was the campaign reform bill What do you 
remember about 

ROOS Who earned the campaign reform bill do you remember? 

YATES It was Ross Johnson and it was This is the actual language if you want to 
take a look 

ROOS Yes 

YATES The idea was that supposedly the Democrats were really upset about it because 
it was going to hinder the ability for people to donate organizations to donate I 
think they said unions m particular What do you remember about those two? 

ROOS Well reapportionment was always taken very seriously because the working 
theory among real politicians is that everybody has a bias everybody can be 
gotten to and that s in a good way In other words judges are not not of this 
world They live m this community They go to church They join clubs 
They re around And believe me somebody knows somebody who knows 
somebody who knows them And a well placed word with respect to You 

1 Proposition 30 (November 1984) reapportionment 

1 Proposition 40 (November 1984) campaign contnbution limitations elective 

state offices 
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know we know you re doing this reapportionment thing Let me tell you 
Silver Lake is a umted community To draw a line through the middle of that is 
a crime It s a temble thing to do 

Well that s why at least it s arguable that m a legislative process it is in 
full open view and that you have recourse Somebody is held accountable for 
that vote coupled with the fact that you still have to get the executive to sign it 
or let it go into law coupled with the fact that it still has to stand up to a court 
challenge So as ugly as it is and it truly is makmg sausage at its most 
extreme it s the best we have and yet it is so appealing on the basis of the 
argument judges are fair they don t have any ax to grind and they will come 
up with something that makes more sense for our legislative process and our 
legislative districts So that s the serious one 

Campaign finance reform as you can see goes through a variety of 
iterations Yo>« have people running for president of the Umted States who 
now can get a maximum of two thousand dollars from each person and they 
still make it work Bush has raised 200 million dollars So water seeks its own 
level There will always be a way to pay for the direct mail to pay for the 
radio to pay for the TV to pay for other voter contacts I don t know how it is 
but they could say you can take no money and that will still be done I don t 
know how but somebody will figure out a way within the ambit of the law and 
do it So those are of less concern even though at the time we take them 
YATES Both of these failed and I guess I was curious if you remember any discussion 
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about these in the caucus 

The reapportionment was a real battle with real money being put up to defeat it 
I don t remember so much money being put against the campaign reform thing 
but 

For Prop 40 Because it s funny the California Journal article makes it sound 
like that s the one that was of more concern the Prop 40 campaign reform 
Not at all Never Never It would have been of concern but I frankly don t 
think that Ross was that well financed to run that campaign But 
reapportionment is always at the heart of the legislative prerogative to draw its 
districts 

Of course I think you briefly mentioned Sebastiam That was m 82 I think 
I d have to check my notes 
Correct yes 

So in some ways I guess this is the governor s response to that failing 
That s right 

the other efforts that were made m terms of the reapportionment 
And you can see it raising its head again All five living governors just got 
together and recently announced Not five living governors There s one 
who s incapacitated But the five that are in good health said that the two 
problems affecting California today are term limits and safe districts made by 
these term limited self interested politicians So it s once again 
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YATES You re refemng to the article 1 that came out yesterday 
ROOS Yesterday yes 

YATES I guess it s going to be on television tonight 
ROOS Correct 

YATES The four past governors and then the current governor 
ROOS Right 

YATES We 11 have to watch that 
ROOS The five tenors 

YATES OK well I think this might be a good place to stop Then next time we 11 pick 
up there We re getting into the mid to late eighties We 11 talk some more 
about your role as majority floor leader and majority leader and also the assault 
weapons [bill] 

ROOS And speaker pro tern 

YATES Yes and speaker pro tern Exactly How s that sound? 

ROOS Sounds great 
YATES OK 
ROOS OK thanks 
[End Tape 6 Side B] 


1 Ex governors blame legislature Los Angeles Times Michael Finnegan 
February 18 2004 
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[Session 7 February 27 2004] 

[Begin Tape 7 Side A] 

YATES So last time we met we talked fairly extensively about Mello Roos and so 

today what I thought we d do is return to your role as majority floor leader talk 
about the leadership a little bit with Willie Brown and then move along to the 
mid eighties and the transition to speaker pro tempore winch was 1987 Is that 
right 9 

So why don t you talk a little bit about if you can remember from a couple 
sessions ago how things were going m terms of your role as majority floor 
leader after that initial period where you said you were kind of getting your 
bearing and learning how to work with Willie Brown and those types of things 
ROOS Well as I noted before the majority floor leader actually had a variety of far 
flung responsibilities under Howard Berman like taking care of all of the 
campaigns And Willie was naturally cautious even though the trust 
relationship we wound up having was I mean rivaled none It set its own 
standard But initially feeling that historically he might find a few 
shockwaves you know people trying to orgamze to wrest power away from 
him he was the kind of person with not only the energy and intelligence but 
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wanted to run his own shop and be wholly accountable for everything That 
pretty much left me with the role of being And this kind of evolved by 
virtue of my personality and my relationship with Willie but kind of being an 
initial censor Before some member would want to go and argue something 
with the speaker it s like I became a lens and court of ongmal jurisdiction if 
you will where I would say You know I don t think you ought to bother or 
I think you have a good thing and in fact I 11 say something to him 

So at the member level it was that trying to keep my ears open trying to 
spend time with people that Willie may not have naturally gravitated to even 
though he was a hail fellow well met with everybody but just trying to create 
another level of insurance that his speakership would continue for as along as 
he wanted it along with my own personal agenda which is that I m a political 
player I know that it would be uncontemplatable to ever think about doing 
something against Willie Brown but maybe Willie would leave one day and 
maybe I would certainly want that option of being positioned Maybe I would 
want to run for something that I couldn t even anticipate 

And it s just good I mean I m a social person and it s just good to build 
relationships not only because they help with the current administration and 
the current flow the hopefully pleasant flow and productive flow of business 
but also being m a political context it certainly doesn t hurt if people think that 
you re fairly bright that you re accessible that you re a normal human being 
that shares the same aspirations that they do and look to them for counsel 
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advice and support So that was one thing That was the interpersonal 
relationship of it 

The second thing was really trying to get some handle on the floor 
operation meamng that taking a look at the way that we advised members on 
issues that were coming on the floor and deciding which things because there 
is an implicit signal that in the mam during a heated debate when the majority 
floor leader speaks that s the signal that this is what we want to do as a caucus 
or at least from the top down this is what the speaker certainly has as his 
interest in terms of a caucus position if you will 

Pretty much those were the two main things that I did along with being 
strategically placed on certain committees to again Ways and Means being the 
most important of really pretty much trying to control our agenda You know 
it s an extremely redundant position because first and foremost your chair is 
there for that single purpose Maxine was on that committee as the caucus 
chair I was on it as the majority leader and certainly other people who cared 
very much about Willie s leadership was as well But those kinds of 
redundancies are good because of just the fact that some votes are extremely 
difficult for people to cast 

YATES Are you thinking of anything in particular at the moment? 

ROOS No but I m saying that Let s say that it was an inopportune time to tackle 
the issue of something This is a flawed Well no 111 give you a better 
example Let s say that you had one of these horrible horrible cases like the 
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Polly Klaas abduction and so the Republicans introduced a bill that would by 
any standard be draconian in the context of reasonableness and fair play and 
presumption of innocence but something that would take that away and would 
just absolutely require the death penalty after a ninety day review and a court 
hearing 

That s a tough vote for a lot of Democrats to make and so that would be 
one of those kinds of things where you really need people who are tough and 
who will take the risk of one day having to confront that m a different 
campaign not for the same seat that you occupy but reaching for a higher 
office And those are the tough things that leaders have to do basically 
standmg up for the belief system that you believe you buy into by virtue of your 
party label and identification Is that clear for you? 

YATES I think so yes 

ROOS Because I think that is an important thing to explore It is easy based upon one 
instance just one of the most horrible things that you can think of occurring of 
making a body of law that really tilts dramatically the rights of the presumed 
perpetrator because as it plays out it may be clear m that instant case but it 
won t be clear m the thousands that will follow and that s what you re standing 
up for 

And I choose to be a Democrat particularly on this issue because I see 
Republicans always voting as though they are saying Well I ve never done 
that Therefore it must be guilty behavior and therefore must be punished m 
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the extreme And I believe that people on the other side who call them 
Democrats have a very real responsibility to honor the other ethic of a more 
plain reading of the Constitution in terms of the presumption of innocence and 
our whole notion of fair play and even though someone may be in the wrong 
place at the wrong time it s always up to the government to prove beyond any 
reasonable doubt that they are the person and that the punishment should fit the 
crime 

So if I hear what you re saying then it s those types of issues that are much 
more kind of putting you or the person in office on the line m terms of what 
stance they take 

Yes and let me give you a hard example of where 
OK and then the role as the majority leader 

Political players m my time political players probably in the time preceding me 
and certainly in the aftermath have no ability to say no to where there is a 
surge and a consolidation of feeling that this is—quote unquote— political 
reform and it absolutely keeps taking us farther and farther away 

My best example I was talking about it because I m a John Edwards 
supporter and I went to the little party with him after the debate last night 
I watched some of that last night yes 

Anyway I was engaged m a conversation with a guy that s kind of been in 
every presidential campaign dating back to 72 and he was saying something 
about—or lamenting I would imagine—that California doesn t matter And I 
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said Well it s clear why it doesn t matter Well what is that 9 I said 
Campaign finance reform because now you upfront all these expenditures 
the media pretty much dictates who is going to be the favorite and so there is 
created by the media this incredible momentum for a candidate as they move to 
the next state and unless you are m that momentum vortex you re just dead as 
a candidate 

In 68 Kennedy and McCarthy came down to Cali forma and Oregon 
That s who determined who the nominee was going to be when Bobby 
Kennedy was tragically and fatally killed Now there s no accident why that 
happened The reason why it happened is because you did have some 
munificent millionaire types who were either for Bobby Kennedy or for Eugene 
McCarthy and so what did they do 9 They said We 11 find you offices up and 
down this state so volunteers can come in and actually do sometlnng because 
the country was embroiled by Vietnam and that s what their candidacies 
revolved around 

You haa same or different millionaires actually having bumper stops 
printed and precinct sheets and telephone contact numbers and real voter profile 
information and it was in the finest sense grassroots because you had all the 
money to do it Now you squeeze it down to a thousand dollars 

When I worked on the Carter campaign I mean it was just incredible that 
we were a colony where we basically produced money to send to Iowa and 
New Hampshire and Florida and there was no campaign in California I would 
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go back to meetings at the White House where guess what they talked about 
They talked about the spending caps in Iowa and New Hampshire being so low 
that they rented all of their cars in Missouri when they were m Iowa They had 
all their printing done m Missouri In New Hampshire they would have it done 
in Vermont or Massachusetts all trying to elude legally legally elude the 
requirements of this crazy financing scheme that in my opinion shuts people 
out doesn t let them m 

Well I m just telling you though if you have a measure roaring through 
the legislature because five people have been caught in some underhanded 
illegal perceived illegal thing and so now all of politics is pamted by that it is 
hard not to vote for that very hard And look at [Addison Mitchell] Mitch 
McDonnell hung out m the Congress You know good for him I think he s 
doing the right thing but a very very lone voice m the process 

Those are the kinds of things It s those momentum issues Well I will 
give you another example I remember Steve Peace had a wiretapping bill 
YATES When was that approximately 9 

ROOS Well late eighties And I m trying to remember what triggered it But there 
was a furor It was either It wasn t orgamzed crime but it was clearly the 
drug trade spiking gosh knows I just don t specifically remember But it was 
one of those times where I wasn t on the policy committee and I really read the 
bill and it was horrifying It was horrifying what this bill allowed in terms of 
the police literally being able to have a free hand on tapping any phone 



301 


YATES 

ROOS 

YATES 

ROOS 

YATES 

ROOS 

YATES 


Now here is a guy who is not only smart but also squarely a moderate 
leaning left on a lot of things And I tried to talk to him privately Anyway I 
took it I took the bill on on the floor again not with much success got some 
attention got some people furiously reading the passages I was pointing out 
but it did go to the senate where I think that it was ultimately killed But it was 
just one of those momentum issues and it was hard very hard to stop but that 
is the purposefulness of leadership and the requirement of leadership 
This is just a minor detail So for example like this bill that Steve Peace was 
carrying at that point what was your role m the leadership 9 
I was speaker pro tern at the time but I chose to step down from the rostrum to 
speak on this issue 

OK I was just trying to understand because obviously anybody could speak 
out and protest it 
Anybody can speak 

But you also felt in your own role or involvement m the leadership that it was 
important >o make a stance like that Is that what you re also saying 9 
I think it was more first and foremost as a member of the legislature looking at 
it as opposed to using my leadership designation 

Because all these examples are very interesting is there anything you can think 
that was going on in the late or 84 85 86 that period 9 Because we talked a 
little bit about when you were first Well not just a little bit in that early 
period Is there anything as you ve been there a little longer been working 
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with Willie Brown that s a similar type of example where you felt as the 
majority leader majority floor leader you needed to rally the troops so to 
speak or take a stance 9 
No I just remember one where 

I m not using really the right words but do you understand what I m asking 9 
No I understand I do understand I think what you re asking me is do any 
issues really stick out where the leadership felt that the caucus was going to go 
another way unless we really really pressed our case on the floor with me 
carrying the penultimate responsibility Willie Brown always spoke on those 
things that were the most and he was by far the most effective I wasn t bad 
but he was fabulous 
I ve heard he s quite a speaker 

Quite a speaker The only one I do remember is one m the negative Willie 
Brown basically cut a budget deal around community college cuts And I was 
sitting there it was fairly late m the You know I mean like eight o clock 
We d been going all day and we were going to go at least until a couple more 
hours Long day 

Gloria Molina stands up and she starts taking it on I don t know what it 
was maybe the water maybe my mood maybe the fact that this was a deal that 
just went down too quickly without any kind of much internal debate We 
always gave the speaker carte blanche to make his deal with the governor 
because invariably he would either test the caucus prior to making it or come 
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back and really sell the caucus So he was enormously skillful in terms of the 
reason and the passion by which he would argue a case and literally would 
bring everybody that mattered and only have a few hanging out on any given 
issue that he decided to contest with where he may have taken a risk in making 
a deal 

So anyway Gloria Molina who was OK it wasn t a great speech it wasn t 
anything but anyway I threw my microphone up and I joined her I had 
thought about it and gave a real good speech and now five or six or seven or 
eight microphones went up all now moving toward supporting the view that 
Molma had espoused and that I had supported 
Which is against Willie Brown 

Poor guy Now we re having fim Now Maxine gets up and does the same 
thing Well all of sudden Willie comes running out—not running—at a fast 
pace and he said Call a caucus Call a caucus So we thought Oh boy 
this is going to be fun because he will read us the not act 

Well he called the caucus and he said What s going on 9 And people 
started All of us who supported Glona spoke up and good for Willie 
Brown he went down and he said George I can t deliver on this We ve got 
to find something else 

So those cuts were restored in the assembly And again it said a lot about 
Willie in terms of his sense that this was not a good thing to fight on and at the 
end of the day he d listened to the arguments and he thought You know they 
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are right and we changed course So that s the one time where I really felt 
using my little pulpit did influence the direction of a measure 
YATES And he didn t have a problem with you jumping into this without 
communicating with him first 9 

ROOS No because I was ready for it No and I was ready for it And by the way 

you have to look at the full sweep of thmgs There had never ever been a time 
where Maxine or I on any major issue that was controversial or that he said he 
needed or wanted that we aren t going to be there And I have LACC [Los 
Angeles Community College] right m the heart of my district she had Compton 
[Community College] you know so 
YATES Yes I thought it j ust was worth asking 
ROOS It s worth asking No good for you No it is worth asking 
YATES Talk about the circumstances or the reasons why you went from majority floor 
leader to speaker pro tempore and then I believe it s Tom Hanmgan right who 
goes into the position of majority leader Talk about the circumstances around 
that 

ROOS Yes I can remember some I don t remember all Vicencia had left Frank 

Vicencia who was the speaker pro tern It s a great title and I liked the idea of 
presiding very frankly more than I liked majority leader And again we re 
moving down the line with a career that seems like I ve only been there six 
years but now you know I ve been there over ten And Willie had been in 
place for a number of years never gave an indication that he would ever leave 
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He was in his element He loved it And so for me it was just kind of like 
doing something new and different on the one hand 

On the other hand since this won t be read for some time he actually said 
to me once and only once but it was significant he said If I ever leave I 
want you to follow me I want you to be the next speaker Sol think that m 
large measure he felt by asking me to take this that it was positioning me m a 
better way and I think he s right I think that it s almost like being lieutenant 
governor and running for governor with that 

But there was also a darker side to this I had been involved in a real 
controversy Some would say scandal I would even say it certainly was 
portrayed as a scandal I would be putting my head in the sand if I didn t think 
that that had something to do with it as well Now when I say something to 
do with it there would be some who would argue that I had as much or more 
influence as speaker pro tempore because the rules are clear on what that 
means I mean I act in place of the speaker and it goes really beyond the 
implication of just running the floor sessions as majority leader But that 
clearly was an underlying part of it in my opinion 
YATES You re talking about the [W Patrick] Monarty 
ROOS Yes 

YATES Would have been going on m the papers for some time 
ROOS Still going on Yes exactly 

YATES Well why don t we take this time to talk about that a little bit if you re willing 
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because there was a lot of press 

ROOS Yes 

YATES So why don t you talk give your I don t want to say rendition but your 
observations on what was really going on versus or vis a vis what was being 
reported in the newspapers 

ROOS Well again the newspaper accounts are the permanent record and so I don t 
want to paint my own version because at the end of the day a very unusual 
thing happened which was in being cleared not by the local U S Attorney 
but by the Department of Justice in Washington they took the unprecedented 
step of actually writing a letter or issuing a press release which they never do 
So that s all the exoneration I required That I was really looked at under a 
microscope with a fine toothed comb and at the end of the day they felt that 
nothing alleged was a violation of law 

So I think it s more important for these oral histones to say well what are 
the conclusions 7 The conclusions are is that when I moved from backbencher 
in less than two and a half years to majonty leader I showed a certain amount 
of lmmatunty I was the same person in a lot of ways doing the same thing but 
there was a new standard to adhere to one of leader not follower And frankly 
in the short run I didn t understand that the degree of tolerable error had 
changed for outsiders I didn t get that not until this occurred 

The second thing is is always trying to measure how something may be 
observed versus how it really is The fact is is that Monarty himself was just 
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an Irish guy that liked to hang out with politicians didn t really have like 
certain insurance figures or financial people or developers these constant 
issues you know year after year almost week after week where there are large 
financial consequences to how the is written 

Monarty didn t fit He just was an Irish guy that really liked to hang 
around politicians m my opimon and I liked him I mean he was easy to be 
with friendly and gregarious Part of my role as majority leader was to help on 
our campaigns and it would be one of those things of just making a phone call 
and say that We have a candidate in a very tough district down in the San 
Diego area Can you send him a thousand dollars 9 And it would happen 

The problem for me happened because I didn t take any sizeable campaign 
contributions from him There were other members who were taking 
substantial amounts you know from Leo McCarthy who was an icon of 
discreet behavior and judgment about people to others 

Well we had dinner one night and he suggested to me that he had been a 
successful real estate developer and that he had let certain people participate in 
his deals and he asked me if I wanted to I basically said Well I don t really 
have much money but yeah I d like to And he gave me various levels I 
took the lowest level and in doing so I also got a legislative counsel opimon I 
talked to two people who I respected Jesse Unruh who had been around this 
block numerous tmies and who knew Pat Monarty and he thought it was an 
appropnate or OK idea and then I talked to Lou Papan who s a former FBI 
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agent who also knew Pat And they said fine both from the business 
standpoint and also from the ethical standpoint Further I really did have a 
clear responsibility of reporting everything that I did 

I subsequently made an investment in the project He [Monarty] got 
ensnared m the City of Commerce that was building a card club sat down with 
the city manager mayor and maybe one or two other council people and they 
apparently said We want you to be our guy to develop this thing to run it 
But there s one catch We had a deal with the previous guy that we booted out 
of here You ve got to take care of us under the table Monarty said yes 
That was uncovered and every public official that he had contact with fell 
under scrutiny You know it s very much like the momentum of any of the 
issues that we talked about previously 

YATES I was just looking at my notes He eventually pled guilty to mail fraud and 
corruption is what the official Anyway 

ROOS Correct Right 

YATES I m sorry I was just looking at my notes bnefly when you were mentioning 
that He finally was caught 1 

ROOS Yes yes But interesting he was almost like a pnsoner of the crime even 

though he engaged in it I mean the deal was handed to him and he just didn t 
say no He said Yes I will do that It makes him a partner 

1 Monarty Pleads Guilty Will Testify on Bnbery Los Angeles Tunes March 

13 1985 
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But the point is is that that was a local matter and now it s like a 
searchlight is on any relationships that he has Well they found him m 
Sacramento 

YATES That was Bruce Young of course 

ROOS Of course who was my friend He introduced me to Pat Monarty And out of 
that because of this business investment I think that s why I was really 
singled coupled with the fact that I had cachet I was the majority leader and 
there s no doubt about that It makes it a much more interesting press story 
and it makes for the kind of gust that media people want m terms of fueling 
their own ambitions which is to get a Pulitzer Prize because they ve 
uncovered something that had previously been obscured from public view that 
is not m the public s interest m my opinion 

YATES You mentioned when we met last time that you had this conversation or this 
brief interaction with an L A Times reporter who alluded I think was the way 
you 

ROOS Yes 

YATES You didn t use the word alluded but kind of said something to you 

ROOS No said it bluntly said You know we re going to be wise We used to think 
you were kind of naive and a real nice guy and a real honorable guy and this 
new cities bill raises eyebrows you know because they bought into the idea 
that I must be doing this for one guy which was absolutely fallacious And if 
they ever read the measure ever You know OK so and actually said 
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But we 11 be watching Well it turns out that this was the reporter that 
basically drove the Monarty examination 
YATES I noticed that there was a lot made in the articles about the timing of 

everything that it was sort of like he said but the reports for FPPC [Fair 
Political Practices Commission] or whatever didn t match and that this was all 
tied to the fireworks bill 
ROOS Yes 

YATES How do you respond to something like that when you feel like you haven t 
done anything 9 You thought you went through the proper channels to make 
sure that everything was OK 
ROOS Right 

YATES But then you get this kind of constant information coming out How do you 
deal with that 9 

ROOS Here s how you deal with it First of all you re a public person and on all 

things respective of conflict over issues the press is an adversarial force and m 
a lot of ways it is almost part of the job description to sell your point of view 
If it s AIDS testing and they re coming saying Why are you givmg 
advantage to gay men 9 or Why are you creating all of this expense for 
alternative testing sites 9 They ought to stop their behavior until we find it 
whatever it might be you stand up to that If it s guns How can you do this in 
the face of the Second Amendment 9 you stand up to that 

When a media outlet is driving an investigation where you know that the 
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rules of the game are anything you say on record m a newspaper could be used 
m court as a way of saying Well that version wasn t rendered when they 
spoke to the Los Angeles Times three years ago in terms of his testimony 
today there have been true instances of people actually being accused and 
successfully convicted of perjury because what they said m a court of law 
didn t mesh with what they said to a newspaper reporter 

So I believe that once this moves into the area of where somebody is really 
trying to say that you broke the law you have no obligation to speak to 
anybody After an initial interview where I thought it was I can just clear this 
up I reported it I stood up to it the fact that this fireworks bill occurred 
never lobbied anybody cast my vote As I used to like to say I was from 
Memphis Tennessee where they put a cherry bomb m your hand when you 
were about six years old I mean they actually had legal explosive fireworks 
These are fireworks that just kind of fizzle and they had been around 
supporting local chanties that relied upon the July 4 th sales Of course I m 
going to vote for the ability of the state to control the subject matter and then 
you can have testimony from the fire marshal or whoever that this is sometlung 
that we ought to take another look at 

In fact the interesting footnote to all of this is the Distnct Court of Appeals 
upheld this In other words Monarty everybody could have avoided all of 
this if he just would [have] pursued his judicial action But I neither introduced 
the bill I never did anything other that vote for it and that s what I essentially 
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tried to say 

But it was clear m that interview that they were not interested m sorting 
this out that they felt that they had a real discovery and that they were going to 
drive this and drive it and drive it So it was after that time that I never spoke 
to the press again I subsequently wrote a letter to the editor of the Los Angeles 
Times because they had been so reckless in their portrayal of this whole matter 
and interestingly at a later time changed a lot of their things But they never 
printed my letter m the newspaper 

I was going to ask you about that I didn t see it but I don t 
They never printed it and of course time is gomg on I mean it s amazing 
how you lead a parallel life You don t want to get out of bed on the one hand 
but you still have responsibilities You still have elections You still have 
policy deliberations on all the bills going through committee 

And whenever this would come up I used to keep a copy of that letter in 
my pocket and I used to read it when people would ask me about it Or if it 
were just like you I d give it to you and say Well read this 
You just mentioned I was going to ask you anyway about the 1986 

election because this went on for a long time Finally it was 87 88 
Eighty seven exactly where the Department of Justice said there is no 
evidence of any crime yes 

So you had this as you re mentiomng sort of out there all the time 
Yes 
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YATES But you still have all the things that you re dealing with 
ROOS Yes for four and a half five years 
YATES Yes that s a long time 

ROOS It s a long time and it s a brutal part of the system It really is an unfair part of 
the system But I mean there s nothing anyone s going to 
YATES Unfair Explain what you re thinking 

ROOS Well unfair because first of all the first action I took when I realized that there 
was an inquiry from law enforcement the first thing that I said is You don t 
need any subpoena Whatever you want bank records personal diaries 
whatever you want they re yours 

Well that foreshortens a lot of stuff and m this case a task force was put 
together that included some Orange County people U S Attorney s people I 
think from what I always heard there was a lot of conflict because one guy 
was just Anybody who you say is guilty has to be guilty And the U S 
Attorney s Office was saying Well that s not the way we work 

But to keep people hung out And by the way I have a very close 
friend who was involved in another matter where there was an accusation there 
was an incredible amount of investigation and two U S Attorneys passed on 
prosecuting him Passed I mean in meetings in front of lawyers everything 
We are not going to do anything Clinton gets elected new U S Attorney 
comes in this guy s a Republican indicts him I don t think that s justice And 
he wound up actually getting convicted which wouldn t be difficult m 
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Sacramento with the Bee and kind of a daily mouthpiece that says every day 
there s corruption m the capital It s just a horrible thing 

So for four and a half years your life is in slow motion almost suspended 
animation and I think that in terms of the issues of this case could have easily 
been put to rest 

YATES Earlier 

ROOS A lot earlier 

YATES So what impact do you think that investigation—I don t know what the proper 
word is to use— 

ROOS No it was an investigation That is the word 

YATES had on your 1986 election either for you psychologically or in terms of 
opponents 7 

ROOS Well there was some talk There was talk m the gay community that they were 
going to launch a candidate against me a guy by the name of Peter Scott 

YATES Yes I think I did see mention of that 

ROOS And I was prepared for it The real evidence seems to be that he wouldn t have 
done well at all He ultimately was diagnosed as having AIDS and I think 
passed away prior to the election or just after And he had been a friend I 
mean I had known Peter for He d been a contributor He d been a 
personal friend I thought it was a nasty opportunistic moment for some 
aspects of the gay community I don t think that they really sold that bill of 
goods m my district I think it was more West L A oriented West Hollywood 
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I was certainly continually strong because I worked even harder The 
psychological impact of being accused of something that you had a clear mind 
on and a deep belief that the law was on my side or I was on the right side of 
the law even though again the appearance was not good and secondly 
always weighing that one comment that was made and who was ultimately 
driving the story Well you tend to work harder and I certainly did that m 
every way So I don t think that much would have happened but in answer to 
your question I worked a lot harder I was working hard every every day in a 
lot of ways not only to convince myself that I was worthy of the office but 
secondly and probably most importantly to convince all those people who had 
basically cast a vote for me in the past that I was really a good representative 
for them 

When it really came down to the nuts and bolts which is getting back to your 
district did tins come up with people very much when you were campaigning 
that particular issue 7 

Well I just remember one event and I can t even fix the time but it came up 
It was a big community meeting it came up and I read my letter There was 
just absolute s Tence It just immediately put it away That s the only time that 
I really remember it coming up 

But you re not living in a dream world either You know that people read 
the newspaper You know that there are a lot of stones about this over time 
I would imagine it s a fine line between ignoring it and making sure you re 
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addressing people s concerns at the same time You don t want it to dominate 
things but on the other hand you don t want to pretend like it s not there 
because like you said people read the newspaper 
Sure 

So I m speaking for you in this case 
And I appreciate it Susan 
So if that s an accurate way to describe it 
Yes it is 

Well anything else you want to add about that 9 
No just that you fall back on all the old aphorisms that seem worn out 
sometime but it s true You learn more from your mistakes than you ever do 
from your successes I would never want this to happen to me ever I d much 
rather have a record that we ve talked about fourteen years and doing some 
very exciting things and I think some significant things and just enjoying 
every second of it So I d never want this to happen 

But on the other hand it s an important event in my life Don t like it 
Don t like really to talk about it that much But there were a lot of positive 
changes withm me that resulted from that 

OK The tape s coming to an end Do you want to take a short break 9 
Yes 


[End Tape 7 Side A] 
[Begin Tape 7 Side B] 
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YATES I want to return for a minute to the transition from majority floor leader to 

speaker pro tempore because I m curious as to what the experience was like 
how it was different from your previous experience as majority floor leader 
ROOS Well even though I was comfortable as majority floor leader again you re 
making it up from the standpoint of you know on the really big big issues 
Willie s going to close the deal And on the in between issues it s 
discretionary over Should I more or less be giving the signal that we really 
care about this 9 So you re really making judgments about it and if you re 
really trying to do the job it can get laborious because you re really trying to 
go over and speak to someone who s always hard to You know they re so 
reactive They are so predictable They fit in a box And yet you re always 
trying to cajole them cajole them by trying to explain why this is something 
maybe they ought to give a second look to 

Coupled with the fact that again because of my nature my personality 
good relationships with a lot of people in the caucus the number of times 
people would ask me to help them work their call that s when after they have 
debated the bill and th^ votes go up there is a device a parliamentary device 
where if you don t have the required votes you can place a call on the matter 
work people talk to them lift the call and hopefully get to the vote 
requirement close the roll have the vote announced And sometimes calls will 
be placed and replaced ten fifteen times Anyway people would ask me to 
help them with their issue Well it s tiring Now you re going 
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That s a lot of people that you re dealing with 

A lot of people yes but the expectation is is that that s part of what you 
bought into by doing this Secondly the fundraising thing is never going to 
change but 

You mean you re participating and helping to get money'? 

I don t have to spend that much money on my campaign so I m helping to 
make sure that we continue to reelect or elect a majority of Democrats m the 
assembly so Willie Brown can continue to be speaker and he s doing a lot but 
he needs help 

Well and it also fell to me to kind of motivate people to do a little more 
than maybe what they re doing Speaker pro tem is just a wonderful j ob if you 
have a little bit of showmanship which I do I enjoy being up there I enjoy 
moving the process which I was extremely good at I have a very good eye for 
issues that are noncontroversial and members absolutely appreciate those 
people who can get them in and out of the floor session without devouring a lot 
of their time I also had a great sense of when the debate was becoming 
redundant when people were ready to vote and would always have a number 
of people to move the previous question which means cut off debate and let s 
go to a vote 

I was also credited which I enjoy being credited with with having a great 


sense of humor and when things were getting tense being able to defuse it 
with my sense of humor or my observation So it was a job that really fit like a 
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glove I really really enjoyed that job 

What techniques or tucks did you use to get people in because you re dealing 
with people going in and out right the debates are going on you have to have 
a certain number there for a vote What would you do to deal with those 
situations where you need to 

That s an interesting question That s why you really amaze me sometimes 
with some of your questions because it s like you ve been there and really 
observed what some of the I mean I don t know of anybody that would see 

that as a problem but it s always a problem It was always a problem to have a 
ten o clock session scheduled and people drifting in 

So what I would do—and this was unprecedented and it would make the 
parliamentarian a little nervous—is that I would basically start the prayer or say 
that a quorum was present Everybody has their box on and so once they heard 
those magic words they d come rushing down and it would become a self 
fulfilling prophecy 

So they wouldn t think Oh they ve got their quorum I don t need to go 9 
Well no Everybody waits for a quorum and so it s like at a great football 
game who s going to be the first to sit down 9 Everybody s waiting for 
somebody to sit down and then they 11 stop standing Well that s the problem 
with the House You call a ten o clock session everybody s got the box on 
waiting for a quorum they aren t coming down Sold have to wait till I got to 
about thirty five members by the way or thirty You couldn t do it with four 
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members And there was always a certain number who were wonderfully 
punctual so you started off with basically a base of ten you could always count 
on but you had to build thirty more So that was one thing 

You do have the rules where you can have the sergeants bring m the absent 
members You can lock the doors and bring in the absent members We never 
really did that But you also control floor passes people who wanted to go 
speak to a little group or go to lunch dunng a debate or during session and so 
that becomes a great penalty/reward system too Somebody has not been 
punctual if they haven t been cooperative you you know Sorry can t give 
you a pass 

YATES Some of these questions sound pretty basic but how does the speaker pro tern 
work with the majority leader and the speaker 7 
ROOS Well I mean my relationship with Willie doesn t change Tom Hanmgan is a 
good friend \nd so you try to Well like with Willie for instance Willie 
would always give me a list of bills that he definitely wanted to be recorded on 
so I knew those were important to him Tom Hanmgan would say Give me a 
little signal I want to speak on this Plus I was fairly prepared with what was 
on the bill file 

It s no surprise There aren t a lot of surprises Sometimes though you 
would want to get an amendment m without debate so you would If 
anybody ever asked you I want to be on the floor when this is debated you 
honor that or you have no credibility But sometimes you could do some things 
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deftly if nobody had said anything you know like saying We re going to take 
up this amendment now Then the opposition has to deal with the amended 
version of the bill on third reading before them 

I could withdraw a bill from the governor s desk just by at the beginning 
under motions and resolutions just saying Without objection we re going to 
withdraw Unless somebody basically says Oh my god no you can do it 
So you d program with them that way Let s get the bill back 
YATES That s a lot of people to keep track of I m just thinking about how you do that 
ROOS Oh yes yes 

YATES Plus you have your own legislation etc that you re dealing with 
ROOS But less and less I wasn t a huge bill earner tned not to be 
YATES Why is that? 

ROOS Well because it s a pain m the rear end if you know what I mean You 

eventually have to go to those heanngs You have to explain the bill So I got 
to a stage where No I think I amved at this stage like I really just wanted 
to do housing at the time that I was very very new Again taken on to 
Because if an interest brought me a bill and it seemed like a worthwhile thing 
like the nurses and the California] State Umversity professors along the way I 
can remember these bills that would come m and they just seemed like Well 
I m flattered that they asked me that they think that I m a good jockey and 111 
do it 

But again it s a painstaking amount of time to sit and wait m the senate m 
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the assembly and usually two committees in both houses wait for your bill to 
be called and it s work I mean I treated it like it was work I didn t just go in 
and thought that because of the resonance of my voice and the conviction of my 
will that everybody s going to say Oh gosh I didn t know it did that and I m 
going to ignore all these interests that have said kill this bill and all of a sudden 
vote aye 

You know you d call them up You d say Here Here s the exit Here s 
why I m doing it Here s what it does If you hear anything differently or have 
any other inclination give me a call 111 try to rebut it And also you do you 
get to a point where you say Well I really want to try to do some significant 
things 

YATES And so you d concentrate on 
ROOS Yes because those are real hard work 

YATES Well you said a few things that got me to thinking about where you were going 
in terms of the type of legislation you wanted to carry maybe the impact you 
wanted to have and the influence of that period of whatever four and a half 
five years with that investigation So what impact do you think it had on where 
you were going towards the mid to late eighties 7 
ROOS Well I think that you re scarred by it It hurts because you know people are 
drawing different conclusions than you re drawing about yourself Again I 
think a lot of people get into politics because they have this need to be liked a 
need to please They clearly We clearly have needs and there is nothing 
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more stinging than to be accused of something that you think is so remote from 
intention action self image 

So when you come out of this thing OK from the standpoint of nothing 
bad happens to you other than stones that you wish were never wntten I know 
for me—I can t speak for anybody else—it s a propellant It propels you to try 
to do senous work to be taken senously and maybe even taken You know 
it gets back to this notion I have of again the media is such an influential 
powerful player of where they make judgments about what is good policy and 
what is bad policy Again I felt that my role was always to challenge and the 
votes pretty much are reinforcement of whether you re nght or wrong You 
either get the governor to sign it into law or you don t and you need the votes 
to get it to the governor s desk And that s the best litmus test because it is all 
done out there m full public view 

So there s a propellant not only to do good work to do your work good 
but also probably to get involved m some issues that seem to be pure motive 
Anything in particular that 

Well the gun bill is paramount and I must tell you that there wasn t one 
moment of consideration m the odyssey of getting to the point of introduction 
where I was thinking about Oh this will be good for me I was really 
absolutely spurred by what I saw and the inability of the legislature to come to 
grips with it that that s why I thought This is a great issue to take on 
That s what I wanted to talk about next so let s get started on it We have 
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about half an hour left and let s see where we go If we need to continue next 
time we will So talk about Well just pick up what you were just saying 
about getting interested 

ROOS Well the genesis of the gun bill for me is real simple I was sitting m Ways 
and Means one day a bill was called Art Agnos who later became mayor of 
San Francisco came in and on the committee table all of these weapons that 
looked like they were just confiscated from our surplus from Vietnam— 
terrifying He sat down and made the presentation on assault weapons first 
time I had really known of the existence of an assault weapons so freely traded 
m our communities Made a very very very compelling case and the bill died 
in the Ways and Means Committee of our own House 

YATES Now wait Was this legislation somebody else was carrying or yours 9 

ROOS Yes Art Agnos was 

YATES He was carrying it that s right because you just said that I was thinking your 

ROOS No I just wanted to identify that he was the same guy that later became mayor 
of San Francisco 

YATES Right When was that approximately 9 

ROOS I think 86 85 86 

So after the heanng I said Art if you ever want to give up on this I 
would like to take this subject matter over Well lo and behold the mayor s 
race happens and he s gone So I immediately introduce a bill I think I 
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introduced an assault weapon bill 

Yes I was looking through that list of legislation I think I see you did 
No but this would have died and my initial 
So it may not be m that list that I have 

Yes because maybe this is under Well here was my idea and I really 
I m just very fuzzy on this I think that it may have been a handgun bill but it 
was probably assault weapons But here was my strategy My strategy was is 
that I would get this very very tough measure out of the committee on to the 
floor of the assembly But see I don t think I did that 

I think my idea was Wait wait wait This is going to be very 
confusing I m going to go on the presumption that I had a bill and that I did 
get it out of the committee and the bill was like a tough bill It could have 
been the banning of an Uzi and an AK I m not sure 

Yes because there was one you earned in 1988 that died that was firearms but 
then it said Uzi and I think I read a little 

That s the one That s the one I think it was a bill just to ban Uzis OK 
Yes go ahead 

Uzis are what you always heard about So I had this bill to ban Uzis Now it s 
coming into a little better focus I think 
Hold on one second 
[Interruption] 

I was just checking what notes I had as a reminder of what you were carrying 
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So there were two bills in 88 
ROOS This is 88 right 
YATES Yes [A B ] 4545 was the fireanns [bill] 

ROOS Right and that was the one That was my big strategy bill So here was the 
strategy The strategy was is that I would get this ban through the committee 
and I d get on the floor where I knew I would meet a very hostile audience So 
it was Here s what I m going to do I m going to amend it on the floor just 
to require a fifteen day wait identical to a handgun for the purchase of these 
weapons I think This is slam dunk I think I got about thirty votes and then 
once it moved senes of calls couldn t even get close to forty one and I think 
by the end forty five forty five may have only had ten votes It was 
humiliating 

I had already talked to David Roberti I said David I ve got this bill 
You ought to not only get ready for it you ought to think about doing 
something you know because it s going to be coming Fifteen day wait 
YATES Something similar and 

ROOS No no just be ready I d like you to be my co author I think it s good for us 
and this thing can t miss Fifteen day wait penod for Uzis and these other 
treacherous 

YATES What do you remember about what was gomg on on the floor when you tried to 
get You said it ended up not going Not working I should say 
ROOS When I took the bill up in its original version I got my ass kicked Expected 
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But then I came m asked for reconsideration and the amendment and that s 
what I thought Whew this is a fight This is incredible if you can t get a 
fifteen day wait period So that s when I geared up for the next year with 
David and John Van de Kamp 

YATES Talk about I know you re just saying that you carried this one bill and this 
precedes the assault weapons bill 

ROOS The genesis really was listening intently to this hearing that Agnos had 

orchestrated by virtue of his passion to do somethmg about this and being able 
to take over the subject matter because he fortunately left to be mayor 
YATES It s not too long later that you and David Roberti pick up with a new bill It s 
December of 88 at least I start seeing reports that you re going to carry this 
legislation So it s only a few months So talk about what you did next 
ROOS My version may differ from David s and Van de Kamp s but here s the way I 
remember it and see it and I ve thought a lot about it So I had this bill and in 
my opimon I was the first to clue Roberti m to this phenomenon called assault 
weapons because I fully expected this to go to his house and I wanted him to 
be a co author It didn t 

Van de Kamp attorney general at the time I have no idea that he s looking 
into this that somebody s pulling his chain and I get wind of a meetmg that 
Van de Kamp has called with some law enforcement people Well I get myself 
invited to the meeting and lo and behold here s David Van de Kamp I 
mean they ve got a plan But not being a shrinking violet you know I sit at 
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the head table like I mean I basically insinuated myself into the process 
And again people can differ with this but it was ultimately my strategy 
that prevailed and here s what it was First of all you had this law 
enforcement contingent which that s great that you have chiefs of police that 

YATES This was the task force you re talking about? 

ROOS That s exactly right 
YATES The law enforcement task force 
ROOS Law enforcement task force 
YATES That was made up of different people 

ROOS Right So Van de Kamp s convened this and it s a good discussion about how 
we actually get this done Now remember Stockton had not happened 1 This 
is just a group of people who were propelled by the belief that the accessibility 
of these weapons is a serious senous health problem for the State of California 
that they are weapons of choice by criminals and that they can inflict in a very 
short penod of time superior damage to that of a handgun or other things 

So anyway there was talk back and forth and again Van de Kamp who 
can t carry a bill it was obvious that he wanted Roberti to be the sponsor And 
I could see that I was going to be the odd man out with the possibility of 
probably carrying it whenever it got to the assembly So here s the case I 

1 Referring to the shooting incident at Cleveland Elementary School m Stockton 
by Patrick Purdy on January 17 1989 
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made The case I made is that the problem that I experienced with [A B ] 4545 
the problem that seems to be endemic to the way the process is set up is that 
the NRA [National Rifle Association] upon the introduction of a bill m one 
house basically lobbies in that house but spends more of its time preparing the 
other house for why they ought to resist so it becomes dead on arrival 
What we have to do is basically stretch their resources to the point of 
break and the way to do that would be an introduction of the same bill m both 
houses then simultaneous running with one another m parallel That way they 
have a tough time competing with the momentum that s occurring in both 
houses and my bet is is that they won t be able to pick off enough people m a 
timely way so that we have our best chance ever 

And everybody went for that strategy So we basically introduced the 
same bill at the same time read exactly the same way just with different 
numbers because one was an assembly bill and one was a senate bill And 
that s as much as I m going to say to this point Do you have a question 7 
[Laughter] 

YATES No Well OK A couple of things back to what I was reading because I m 
interested in the fact that the bills were basically the same I was under the 
impression that the bill that David Roberti was carrying was not as restrictive as 
the language that was in your bill So explain that to me 
ROOS See Susan that s right Susan That s why we have you over here asking 
questions because you re smart and you read 
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YATES I don t know about that I do read 

ROOS And you re smart They started off the same identical bill 

YATES But what happened 9 

ROOS You face a reality and the reality that was faced by me is that the Public Safety 
Committee that is the policy committee that s going to hear this bill had been 
screwed up by Willie Brown And I argued this with him and I lost the 
argument when he was making committee assignments but he always asked 
my advice I said You can t put Gary Condit who was a member of the 
Gang of Five dedicated to overthrowing Willie Brown you can t put him on 
the Public Safety Committee Willie was hell bent on putting him on Public 
Safety because it s of no real influence Any of those bills can be killed in 
Ways and Means or on the floor It was just a way of punishing Condit 

And I said But what you do is basically mean that a bill like an assault 
weapon ban would require having to get a Republican because Condit will 
never be for this 

He said Mike I will never forget this He actually calls me Roos 
most of the time He said Roos I can t structure a committee on the basis of 
one bill 

So there I was So I am really really working with what was called 
generic language In other words you would genencally define the features of 
an assault weapon and anything that fit those definitional features would be 
banned So I started talking to members of the committee and there was just 
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no way this thing is going to 

Yes that leaves too much wiggle room 

Too much wiggle room Yes I mean you had too many perceived objective 
people saying This is a value judgment that transcends objectivity Of 
course the NRA was all over the generic definition 

So I was so hell bent on this that I said Well let s just list them and 
then that led to the idea of every time some manufacturer tries to create a look 
alike the look alike can be added to the list So this seemed like a smart if not 
imperfect way to go but I still had the problem of getting the votes to get it out 
of the policy committee And what a temble terrible humiliation that would 
be of all of this momentum all of this coalition of law enforcement and health 
workers and doctors emergency room doctors and social workers all this stuff 
going right down the tube because I couldn t get the bill out of my own policy 
committee 

Well that led to again something that historically will be the most 
important thing I ve ever done and in my opinion is instructive of asking 
yourself the question How badly do I want to achieve this 9 Because it was 
clear that the only possible guy that could vote for this bill giving me the 
majority to get out it of the committee was a guy named [Charles] Chuck 
Quackenbush who later came under fire as insurance commissioner 
And a Republican 

A Republican but from San Jose had been a Vietnam vet upper scale district 
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in San Jose We had the San Jose police chief and the San Jose Mercuty News 
who were just furious over the idea of getting this thing passed and so I 
thought This will be a great chance 

So sure enough I did the predictable stuff I sent schoolteachers and cops 
and social workers and emergency room docs with pictures Nothing Not a 
thing I mean we got the San Jose Mercury News to wnte two editorials before 
the hearing that Quackenbush was going to be the swing Still locked up 

So this was when I decided how badly I wanted it and this was my idea as 
opposed to like Phil Angelides giving me the idea for how to spring loose 
Mello Roos I called m my chief of staff at the time a fellow by the name of 
Rich Milner who was a great campaign guy and I said Rich I said you 
know these telemarketing people that we work with on some of the campaigns 
can they isolate people on a face block and then the next face block and then 
the next? He said Yeah they can do anything I said Perfect Here s 
what we re going to do Now this is like the hearing is schedule for Monday 
or Tuesday and this is like Wednesday or Tuesday of the week before and I m 
out of time and I m out of options So I said Rich get Chuck Quackenbush s 
address then get all the phone numbers and registered voters on Ins face block 
the face block across the street and go like fifty blocks circumference OK 
And I said We re going to pay You re going to wnte the pitch and we re 
going to pay a telemarketer to get this pitch to every one of those voters 
residents Now I want you to get Quackenbush s office number in San Jose and 
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I want you to get his fax number in the Capitol and m San Jose and I want you 
to do everything you have to do to get his home phone number and his cell 
phone number 

YATES You re putting the pressure on 

ROOS We called with this pitch Now Stockton has happened OK 9 

YATES Yes 

ROOS Now Stockton has happened and tins becomes a great leveraging for the 
urgency of this measure You know it s that one time where you re using 
momentum in a very favorable way m my opinion of course because I was on 
that side of it But a terrible awful horrible tragedy that put in living color 
precisely what we were arguing 

So anyway Quackenbush leaves the Capitol on Thursday and as his staff 
told mine they said from Friday afternoon on there wasn t a room he didn t go 
into where the phone or the fax machine wasn t ringing and it was just the 
most effective deluge of people where when they said I live at so and so he 
knows This is around the comer or This is right down the street and it 
was all about his being the swing vote 

Well the long and the short of it is I walked into Ins office Monday 
morning because I got a message immediately he wanted to see me When I 
walked in he had a smile on his face and he was waving a white handkerchief 
And that s how i got him and it was everything as we will talk about when I 
get to the floor But it changed the debate David was sticking with the genenc 
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definition and I just knew it was never going to fly 
YATES Yes he had the votes 

ROOS He had the votes Well he was the leader And interestingly I think the irony 
a better house to work with on this specific issue 
YATES Yes He had a number of Republicans who supported the legislation 
ROOS Exactly Exactly 

YATES One last question and then we can end for today and we 11 pick up next time 
which is I also read something about m the early version of the legislation the 
initial reading which was that there was language to create a state regulatory 
commission Does that ring a bell to you? 

ROOS No 

YATES That s interesting Again it s something I read so I wasn t sure and that was 
in December So that doesn t mean anything to you? 

ROOS It doesn t you know All I remember is how we addressed the look alike issue 
which was very significant because it did give a dynamism to the bill This 
could be m a lot of ways far more effective than the genenc definition which 
gave people heartburn who were real hunters because a semi automatic only 
means that you have to engage something before you can fire the next shot 
YATES You had mentioned also this meeting where David Roberti was there and John 
Van de Kamp 
ROOS Yes 

YATES Now did the three of you talk at that juncture or did the three of you ever meet 
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to discuss this 9 

ROOS Oh I think numerous times yes 

YATES To come up with the language or 

ROOS Well and God rest his soul there was a guy Oakland He eventually 

became I think the Oakland DA or Alameda County DA [Richard B ] Dick 
Igelhart just passed away wonderful 

YATES He was involved too 9 

ROOS Oh my gosh I mean I didn t make a move without talking to Dick who was 
basically on John s staff 

YATES Right right I remember OK Well we 11 pick up with it next time 

ROOS Good 


[End Tape 7 Side B] 
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[Session 8 March 12 2004] 

[Begin Tape 8 Side A] 

YATES Good morning Let s get started 
ROOS OK 

YATES Let s see When we met last time which was several weeks ago we were 

talking about the Assault Weapons Bill and as you may or may not remember 
you had just finished talking about convincing Chuck Quackenbush—if I can 
use the word convincing —your strategy for 
ROOS It was convincing 

YATES impressing upon him the importance of voting m favor of the bill at that 

point m the assembly So why don t we pick up at that point One question is 
when was that m the process of things just to [establish] the context 7 
ROOS Well at the policy committee the Public Safety Committee 
YATES Right Public Safety OK So please go ahead—continue 
ROOS Well again the most important thing was doing that micro campaign inciting 
people who lived very close to Chuck Quackenbush and who had his party 
affiliation talk to him directly about how much they wanted it It buckled him 
And when I say it buckled him Chuck is a fabulous human being from all the 
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interactions I ever had with him wants to do the right thing tnes earnestly to 
do the right thing I always believed that he had no sympathy for assault 
weapons and really would have on his own concluded they were not healthy 
for a society to just market without any kind of constraint or prohibition 

And yet the Republicans were so reactive because of the support of the 
NRA and because of just their sense that to the true conservative they take a 
reading of the Second Amendment as basically saying this is what the framers 
intended is for people to be able to bear any arm that was manufactured at the 
time without any constraint 

But anyway so that really changed the whole perception that this thing 
even though it had miles and miles and miles to go that it was going to move 
significantly So it went to the Ways and Means Committee and it easily 
passed there because of the overwhelming membership of Democrats to 
Republicans And then it s on the floor where there was a spirited debate But 
basically it survived 

I just can t remember You know again the strategy that I had strongly 
suggested was that the senate parallel the movement of the assembly and vice 
versa David had no problem with his committee policy committee the 
Judiciary Committee or the Finance Committee and on the floor it moved 
easily But he knew that his concept of a generic definition was dead on arrival 
in the assembly There just was I had tested it and I knew that it would not 

get through the Public Safety Committee 
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So it was abundantly clear that it was going to be my bill that was going to 
be the vehicle to either succeed or fail And by the way you know the 
assembly to date to talk a little bit about it 
Yes yes Please do 

It was really something because it was histone It was in the aftermath of the 
tragedy m Stockton Everybody was—pardon the pun—loaded for the debate 
and I remember having forty three votes The floor debate was going to be on 
a Monday and I mean CBS was going to wire me up for I guess their 48 
Hours show They were going to do a big thing on guns and the national press 
was there It was a huge It was the most important event of all the time I d 
been in the legislature or in public life 
That must have been nerve wracking 

It was very nerve wracking and it was because on Friday I had forty three 
votes for this bill And remember this Gang of Five nucleus is still a virus in 
our caucus where you couldn t really talk to people in a way that had any 
authenticity to it where you could really rely like I could have relied on them a 
year before a year previous 

You never knew how low an individual would sink in order to strike back 
m their frustration for not getting what they wanted to get I m talking about 
the Gang of Five who had a strategy and they thought almost like the 
speakership fight in 1979 that it would be over They would align with the 
thirty six Republicans and elect one of them speaker Well it didn t happen 
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and so they were frustrated enjoying the acclaim but frustrated in falling short 
of their ambition 

I had forty three votes on Friday afternoon when I left the Capitol On 
Monday morning I had thirty nine The NRA had really threatened three 
people who really believed that if they voted for tins the NRA would put every 
last dollar they had m their treasury in a pnmary campaign against them 
One member Sunny Mojonnier who I liked I trusted who clearly felt 
strongly about this I mean wouldn t even come down to the floor I went up 
to her office and I mean she broke down m tears you know because of just the 
internal pangs of conscience of knowing that she had yielded to her survival 
instinct of wanting to be returned to the House as opposed to doing the right 
thing and it s homble to see in living color and first hand m camera 
YATES Who were the other ones 9 

ROOS Well that was the most striking I d have to look at the roll call again 
YATES I m sorry I don t have that here 

ROOS I know But I was so struck by that But it was basically two Democrats you 
know that I thought I was going to be able to rely on and I didn t 

So anyway I went out on the floor Actually it was more like forty votes 
because I felt I was going to get [William J ] Bill Filante of Mann because he 
had told a lot of people who I had sent in—you know interest groups cops 
teachers health workers—that he would be a vote for it He was from Mann 
It was an aberration that Mann had elected this Republican but he was a 
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physician and a smart caring man and I felt like he would vote for it 
YATES OK So that s forty you said 

ROOS Right And then there was Quackenbush So I needed basically thirty nine 
Democrats and the Gang of Five was a huge huge hole I had a relationship 
you know and I really talked to Steve Peace He should have been for it but 
he ultimately abstained 

Anyway we had this spirited debate and when the votes went up on the 
board I eventually got the forty first vote from a member of the Gang of Five 
[Gerald R ] Jerry Eaves from San Bernardino I never spoke to Jerry even 
though Jerry was probably the member of that gang that I felt the closest to in 
terms of feeling that you know a man of his word a man of honor And he 
just gave me the vote I don t know whether other members talked to him I 
don t know if Willie talked to him I m not really sure how it happened but it 
was deliverance 

The picture on the front page of the Sacramento Bee is two shots one of 
my leaning over to Filante because Filante really wanted a certain bit of the 
theater of it He was always going to be a yes vote but he wanted me to come 
and like ask him four or five times I did and he became number forty one m 
actuality but Jerry had gone on 

Now the tragic footnote to all of that And the other picture was me 
almost relaxed with elation after the vote had been cast and it was off to the 
senate The tragic footnote is that Jerry Eaves calls me three years later two 
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years—you know it was some remarkable bit of time—and he basically said 
You know I wanted to let you know that maybe the best thing I ever did when 
I was there was vote for that Assault Weapons Bill And I said Well I really 
appreciate your calling He said Well I m calling really because of 
something that happened that makes me now understand it was the best thing 
that I did Apparently his son was a police officer had left his service 
revolver in the closet high up and the apple of his eye grandson had found the 
gun It discharged and killed him 

It was Jerry s— [He] was the apple of his eye as he said He said For 
some reason I really got some solace or comfort out of the fact that I had done 
something to at least focus on the fact that these are really instruments of death 
and that I had cast a vote really that we as a society ought to examine the way 
m which we think about these things and the way m which we handle them 
Very tragic thing 
YATES Yes that s very sad 

ROOS Yes But that was it It was on the front page of the New York Times It was 

on certainly every California newspaper It was the leading headline It was an 
amazing amazing step for a state for a legislative body in the context of the 
over two hundred year state legislative history on the subject My stock speech 
was This was a legislature that has had no problem banning brass knuckles 
banning cane knives banning lawn darts and the list goes on and on It s a list 
of several pages of things that we ve banned because of injury to another 
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human being And yet not one gun had ever been touched So it was a 
remarkable remarkable first step and it had ripples through the country as 
California usually does stimulate 

YATES You were reminding me when you were mentiomng about the fact of the 

strategy of having the bills be the same at the beginning and then the reality of 
what happened as time went on and the hope that by having the bills be the 
same that you would disperse the lobbyists efforts in this case the NRA s 
efforts to lobby against the bill So is it true what you predicted which is once 
the bills were slightly different that the NRA then focused their attention on 
one body 9 

ROOS Oh sure Well no No The strategy was impeccable m its design and its 
overloading the NRA m terms of not really knowing where to go What 
happened though and this becomes the great crescendo was upon my passage 
they still worked the senate but I think they began to focus on the governor s 
office to get the veto because they knew that this thing is going to fly through 
the senate I mean the senate had approved with much Republican support a 
generic bill and a generic bill was never going to fly in the assembly And 
once you had those votes for the assembly bill I mean it s all over 

YATES Are you aware of anything in particular that they were doing m terms of 
lobbying the governor s office 9 

ROOS No because No But I did want to tell another little story that was 

purposeful and accidental m a way that came into increasing the probability 



343 


YATES 

ROOS 


YATES 

ROOS 


that this governor would sign this bill 

When Stockton happened George Deukmejian happened to have been 
back East I think in New York He was without much staff and Stockton 
quickly rippled through the country I wrote him a letter on that day basically 
urging him to now think about tins bill and putting his shoulder behind it and 
making some statement The press some of which we provoked We called 
the local papers or the California based papers and said You know you 
really need to ask 
[Interruption] 

OK go ahead 

So to get the governor s reaction specifically to the question of does it make 
any sense that someone should be able to freely buy an AK 47 And 
Deukmejian without either checking with his PR people or his press people 
basically gave an interview and he said I see no reason for these weapons to 
be able to be so freely sold throughout our state 
That s quite a step it sounds like for him 

It s a huge step and the thing that you know about George is that this guy is 
You know once he says something you don t see him backpedalmg He is a 
man of his word and his sense of honor So I thought that was a huge piece of 
insurance that we really had a terrific possibility now of getting tins thing 
enacted into law because of what he said That was what March You know I 


hadn t even gotten the bill out of the House and I felt better about the 
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governor 

YATES Yes Well we ve talked about the NRA being obviously against the bill What 
role did the proponents those who supported the legislation have m terms of 
helping 9 

ROOS They were terrific Law enforcement was first rate from the standpoint of 
virtually every chief every sheriff I mean they spent time They were m 
Sacramento or they worked the phones Health workers emergency room 
doctois fabulous you know because of their firsthand You know in 
Oakland they called it the gun and knife club the OR [operating room] over 
there I mean just the damage trying to center it move it into a debate not 
about the Second Amendment but as a public health problem in California 
became crucial 

Teachers that as you well know have a lot of equity certainly with 
Democrats but also with Republicans very very influential So I mean all of 
this I would get whoever I thought worked I know that Mr Calderon a 
member of the Gang of Five I had the bishop for his area sit behind him during 
the entire debate on the floor because he was in the back seat And so the 
bishop literally was four feet separate you know first row 

So I mean we did everything that we could do and we did it well and we 
did it obviously effectively But it was taking nothing for granted and it was 
crossing you not a nice word but that s kind of the vernacular of if somebody 
says or indicates that they re with you and then at the last minute decides to go 
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off the roll with no explanation 

YATES Since this bill seems so unusual for so many reasons what about your 

relationship in terms of working with David Roberti on this? How did it 
compare with your normal kind of carrying a piece of legislation? Or differ? 

ROOS Well again you know it s one of your more excellent questions from the 

standpoint of if you re brutally honest the First of all it s one legislature 
m two houses and those two houses sometimes can be miles apart m 
neighborhoods The neighborhoods of the houses can be miles apart In others 
they can be interlocking 

The way that it goes is that when your bill is m the opposite house you 
carry it up to a pomt through the committees and then you have a floor author 
where m the full body all of your hopes and dreams rest upon the ability of that 
one author David and I I always felt good about our relationship but there 
was as I think there always is on something big a certain amount of healthy 
competitiveness from the standpoint of we represented the same area 
Obviously his area of my area was much larger because he was a senator I 
was an assemblyman 

I was certainly competitive from the standpoint of a certain ownership of 
the idea before everybody else just as Art Agnos may have sat m the mayor s 
office and watched tlus and said You know I should have been leading this 

And yet I think that with Van de Kamp and with Roberti and me we had 
this common purpose and everything else really was submerged to the overall 
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interest of We have a real chance and let s don t blow the chance So I 
would give him intelligence He would give me intelligence and we would 
compare notes At the end of the day it was David and I that went down and 
made the final appeal to George Deukmejian just the three of us in the room 
YATES Oh really 
ROOS Oh yes 

YATES Now at what point was this 9 

ROOS Well when the bill had been passed from the legislature and was on the— 
quote— governor s desk 

YATES Right OK We 11 talk about that I mean we re jumping ahead because I 
have a few more questions but why don t you go ahead and talk about that 
ROOS Right So want me to talk about the governor 9 
YATES Yes Why don t we go ahead 
ROOS OK 

YATES Unless you think we should 
ROOS No it s fine 

YATES Let s go ahead and then I do still have some other questions but 
ROOS No it s fine Well as I said the big moment truly was the assembly floor vote 
because that was whether this thing s going to go or not go It was down to the 
baseline of what everybody said they had a shot at voting for Nobody could 
vote No one wanted to vote The hardcore liberal would vote for 


anything but there was no possibility of forty one with a generic bill 
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So as I said I think the NRA pretty much upon that vote started to go at a 
certain level m the governor s office So when we passed it out of the 
legislature and again we re trying to move this thing fast because we know 

YATES Yes I noticed it went really quickly 

ROOS time is against us Time is not our friend And the volumes of mail you 

just can t believe the letters that I along with every member of the legislature 
was getting Now again I would point out to my colleagues to what effect I 
don t know but look at where these letters are commg from I mean just huge 
amounts but they were coming from the most rural parts of the They 

weren t coming from anybody s district Some were obviously But the 
volume of mail was people scattered all over that were on the reactive NRA 
list The minute the NRA said Write a letter they did and they wrote it to 
everybody 

So the volume of mail and you could just feel the pressure building in the 
governor s office And we got word that he was wavering Now that isn t 
what they said because George Deukmejian s not a wavering guy It s The 
governor is interested in amendments OK So what areas 7 Well the area 
was the copycat feature and he had some other concerns So David and I made 
an appointment went down and it was just There was no staff There was 

just George me and David He opened with He said Well you know 
you guys have done a great job but I do have some concerns Now believe 
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me these concerns were so transparent in terms of whose mouth they were 
coming out of And knowing George but not knowing George I sometimes 
think back about it and get the feeling that he just wanted to be able to report 
back that he had the conversation and raised these issues and that he was 
satisfied with our responses 

But David and I both went back to like Stockton We went back to the 
compromises We went back to what we were trying to achieve We interwove 
that with his persistent concern his primary concern in his public career with 
crime and punishment and that this is really a chance for all of us to do some 
good that we could look back and take a great deal of pride in 

And I mean I can t even The meeting m a lot of ways is a blur I do 
remember banging the table m emphasis you know at one point It was a very 
good exchange and one where at the end of the day we basically said Give 
this thing a chance to work Obviously you can t amend it m this office You 
have to go back there and without a signature on an original bill that would be 
in effect killing it and all of the hopes and aspirations that so many people m 
California have in the aftermath of this tragedy as an example 

And he signed the bill without any exaction of anything other than you 
know We 11 all take a look and see how it actually works out But I give 
George Deukmejian great It s easy to be a tough critic of George because 
he was not personally exciting He seemed to be focused on one specific area 
of government and that was crime and punishment But I 11 tell you he would 
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certainly stand up because I can t even begin to imagine the pressure that was 
brought on him But I say you know there s no better guy to bnng pressure on 
when he s made up his mind because there s no way he s going to change it 
Now this meeting sounds like it was very close to when he was actually going 
to sign the bill 
Oh sure Oh sure 

Because I remember reading also that he had requested a delay 
Yes he only has fourteen days 

Right But that before the senate vote he had asked for a delay and Roberti 
agreed Do you remember anything about that? 

I don t remember 

Was that totally David Roberti s 

Yes it was I don t remember at all I mean I would have obviously known 
about it and would have probably blown a cork saying Well here we go 
Maybe that was probably the gestalt of realizing that pressure was being 
brought to bear 

It may have been some of that exactly what you were saying 
And you know again Susan it s people with perceived constituencies like my 
perceived constituency was always the elderly Obviously if you re going to 
do something that vanes with what their spokespeople say is important for you 
to do for them you want to give them all the process signals And again I think 
George was doing a lot of that 



350 


YATES What do you remember if anything about the conference committee 
negotiations 9 Does anything about that stand out to you 9 
ROOS No Again it was pretty much a fait accompli once it passed the assembly 
YATES OK That was the major hurdle obviously 

ROOS Yes I don t even know what we decided in conference other than maybe we 
took some guns out or put some in You know there was that type of stuff 
But the basic structure of the bill endured which was a listing having the 
copycat rule or process grandfathering or disallowing the grandfathering in 
except under specified circumstances 
YATES And also this is separate 
ROOS Yes the registration 
YATES Yes that also the attorney general could add 
ROOS Yes That was the copycat 
YATES That s the copycat 
ROOS Yes 

YATES Gotcha OK I wasn t sure 

ROOS Yes He could appear before a magistrate and basically say Look I mean 

this is just It was a Glock and now they call it a Clock you know But it s 

the same weapon 

YATES One other thing is I was reading about threats that were made to members at 
least in the senate and I was wondering if you experienced any direct threats 


or anybody else did 
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ROOS Death threats 9 

YATES Yes I guess that s Let s see Here s one article Man Arrested in Threats 
to Senators Roberti and McCorquodale Warned on Gun Control Measure 
And I was wondering It said they got phone calls [to Roberti and 
McCorquodale contained] veiled threats suggesting that their lives would be 
in jeopardy if they supported a ban on military style weapons and for the 
record this is the LA Times March 19 1989 Anything like that happen 9 
ROOS Plenty All the time I mean when I say all the time I got some very very 

troubling mail It didn t bother me I think that if I would have gotten anything 
at home it would have bothered me 
YATES It was all targeted to your office 9 

ROOS Office and turned it over to the state police Now the great story really and I 
don t even know if Roberti I know Roberti knows this story because they 
had to call him too In 1992 or [199]3 I get a call from the FBI and it was 
like Agent So and So and it was like with the PADC unit You know it had 
some acronym I can t remember precisely what it was And so there was a 
I think that sting or something was going on in Sacramento at the time 
YATES The FBI s the shnmpscam or whatever various names it s called 
ROOS Exactly So being cautious when the FBI calls I call my lawyer and I ask my 
lawyer to return the call and find out what they wanted He called me back in 
about ten minutes and he said You need to talk to him directly And I said 
Are you sure Jack 9 [Jack Quinn] And he said Yeah you need to talk to 
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him directly And I said Jack I mean can you tell me 9 He said TMo You 
need to hear it first hand And he hung up 

So I called the fellow and he said FBI policy requires us to inform you m 
an undercover investigation if something comes up about a party m a way that 
might be harmful to them we re required to advise the party Just to advise 
And he said We want to advise you of this because it was troubling to our 
undercover agent but our interests are much wider and much deeper I mean 
there s nothing we can do about it other than advise you 

And so he basically said that this undercover investigation of—quote— 
domestic terrorist groups —I think they were operating either m Oklahoma or 
Missouri you know m the Midwest—had uncovered pictures of my house 
Roberti s house profiles of us and all linked to the assault weapon thing and it 
basically had all the charactenstics they said that you were on a hit list 

And I started chuckling and he said Well I don t know what you would 
possibly find funny about this And I said Well I apologize but with all due 
respect I said only m America could you be relieved that somebody is trying 
to perhaps take your life rather than somebody trying to indict you 
[Laughter] That was my serious reaction of like Whew They aren t trying 
to pull me into shnmpscam It s only an assassination attempt 
YATES But you must have gotten over that initial reaction 

ROOS Oh sure But it was like it bnngs into focus that there are people out there that 
do see this as a fundamental threat to whatever liberty or right that they have 
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and that they re crazy enough that they may want to act on it 
Tell me again when did you remember that happening 9 
Ninety two or 93 I was with LEARN [Los Angeles Educational Alliance for 
Restructuring Now] I was out of the legislature That s what was so 
But you think it might have been because of what the FBI had been doing in 
terms of investigating this other the shnmpscam You were saying you 
thought maybe that was the link 

No no no no no I said that if you had been up there because at one point 
there was some investigation and it was on Senator [Joseph B ] Montoya but it 
was around activity he did with one of my bills and of course they talked to 
me 
I see 

And of course I had no idea I mean the bill was m Joe s committee I didn t 
have any idea who he was talking to or what he was trying to exact from them 
I see So when you heard the FBI was calling your first thought was 
That s right It s like Yes it was Oh my gosh I mean now you know 
I was a co author on one of the shrimp You know who knows 9 But you 

know that it s not going to be good if that s what it s about And so that s why 
I said only in America could you be relieved that somebody s merely trying to 
take your life as opposed to trying to link you into an investigation for political 
corruption 

Well once when you heard that from the FBI agent and you re clear now as to 
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why they re calling you 

ROOS Right 

YATES Did anything come of that beyond that? 

ROOS Nothing came of it I m still here 

YATES No more interaction with the FBI? 

ROOS None No Because they said I said Well what do you do about it? 

They said Nothing You know our policy is to advise you That s all we can 
do 

YATES Yes Did you think about it? 

ROOS Well of course I did Of course you do I mean if somebody has a picture of 
your house that s not a good thing 

YATES Silly question 

ROOS Yes 

YATES Well I guess what I m trying to get at is if you did anything in response or just 
hung [Inaudible] 

ROOS No I don t know what you For a week or two when you drive into your 
house you re kind of looking around You know you re obviously concerned 
about your family 

YATES Sure 

ROOS And you know just try to make them aware 

YATES Any other threats or things that stood out to you? 

ROOS No The only thing that happened was that is the most dramatic I mean that 
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was dramatic All the stuff that happened during were just like wacko angry 
vicious things that hinted enough One I remember vividly was like a 
greeting card but they had on the inside then their own thing of me hanging 
me being hung You know there I am They d say Mike Roos and hang 
from a limb and that was it You ought to be hung for what you re trying to 
do 

So just stuff like that Vicious angry mean spirited threatening but they 
were signing their name you know I mean it was nothing that again even 
gave you pause other than the fact that the volume of it puts you m touch with 
there are a lot of people out there that are mean and have a propensity to at least 
talking violently and hostilely 

YATES Well considering the nature of the bill and that these types of things were 

going on were there any provisions made or was there a different relationship 
with like Capitol police or anything 9 

ROOS No As I said I reported it They would look at it They did their own follow 
up I think on one or two there may have even been a report back But no it 
didn t alter my life at all 

YATES Now I was thinking about this since you talked about Mello Roos the naming 
of the bill Roberti Roos Can you talk about how that happened or what 
happened 9 

ROOS As opposed to the Mello story that is so vivid over the years I just you know 
It would have been an argument to even propose Roos Roberti So truly m 
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all modesty as much of modesty as I can be m touch it didn t matter It really 
was the substance And again I had things that I kept with me and will always 
keep with me At the end of the day I know what I did in order to make this 
reality which was the Quackenbush move the amendment to specific weapons 
And so who cares 9 

And the interesting thing is is that if you did a poll today there would be a 
surprising number of people I don t know of anybody that doesn t know 
Mello Roos Nobody knows Roberti Roos You know they just know that 
California did something with respect to assault weapons And I think m large 
measure that s been overshadowed or supplanted by the national law where 
[Dianne] Femstem if you did a poll I m sure that Feinstein would be perceived 
as the pioneer of all of this not to say she wasn t on the national level But I 
really think it was California that really led to the conclusion of We can do 
something about this beyond California 

In hindsight is there anything you would have done differently 9 
Not a thing Not a thing It still is a miracle that this bill became law A 
miracle Because it shouldn t have based on the way the construct the Gang 
of Five presence George Deukmejian a Republican governor It was way 
way up And again just breaking the histone reality that legislatures have 
been and particularly m a state that has as much rural population and suburban 
population as California 

OK Well those are my questions on the bill Is there anything you can think 
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of that I didn t ask you about 9 

ROOS No Apex of my career by far It was the apex because it was one where I felt 
at the time I knew every line of the bill I knew every argument against it I 
knew every argument for it I mobilized and thought and thought and thought 
about areas where we were vulnerable 

It was just a great feeling a feeling like a complete legislator as opposed 
to what you get credit for when all you ve done is you have a staff recital of the 
bill and what it does and you go to a committee and you present it like you 
know [Laurence] Olivier would do a reading of Othello And you know you 
get the votes and the bill gets signed You don t feel like a complete I 
didn t feel like a complete legislator when I would do that I felt like an actor 
you know where you re kind of like making up stuff based upon what you 
remember from the staff bnefings or a quick reading of the bill or the analysis 
This was like I knew every working part of tins thing had thought through 
every working part had been a vital member of the You know whether 
this goes in or doesn t go in and working with people like Dick Iglehart 
YATES I would imagine that most of your energy was spent on this dunng that penod 
ROOS Oh yes Yes Because again there was also the political gam of it all I mean 
you clearly We ve talked a lot about the political hate that you engender 
but one like me would have never One like me or Roberti would have 


never gotten those people anyway In fact the one thing that I always wanted 
to do and didn t do was kind of check whether they were even registered to 
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vote because they didn t strike me The real haters don t strike you as 
anything other than nihilist 

But there s a political gam side and that was both Roberti and I we were 
111 tell you a good story just to talk It says a lot about media today 
And tins is 1989 so it doesn t even come close to media today with the five 
hundred channels and all this But I remember my staff coming m because 
we re doing media media media I mean I m doing radio I m doing TV 
You re doing everything 

Did the Good Morning Australia you know that type of world exposure 
and press interview after press interview So I get a message saying the BBC 
wants to interview me and you re going to be debating which is nothing new 
Every show was a debate format Sol said Fine 

Well I get on So here I am on the phone with the BBC and guess who 
I m debating 9 Senator Don Rogers who s about five hundred yards, as the 
crow flies from my office when the signal is going from Sacramento Senate 
Office to the BBC in London back to the Sacramento Assembly Office And I 
thought man this is something 
YATES A whole new world 9 
ROOS Whole new world 
YATES Let me turn the tape over 
[End Tape 8 Side A] 

[Begin Tape 8 Side B] 
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YATES OK A little bit more on the aftermath or what was going on with the 

ROOS Yes The aftermath was really interesting because in 1990 there started a mail 
campaign not extensive but to selected areas and it would be vilifying pieces 
about me where they [the NRA] would take the most lund headlines from the 
Monarty thing and link it to me as a lying thieving cheating awful legislator 
for the community 

YATES Now this was tied into the election for that year 9 

ROOS Well eventually yes because there was some guy I mean he was a poor soul 
but he actually sent out the same type of literature when he d have enough 
money neighborhood by neighborhood But it was very very disturbing and it 
just goes to show you how to really know the system is not to have a great deal 
of satisfaction m how the system operates 

I made a complaint just as I think David did later to the FPPC saymg 
Wait a minute This committee is not putting who is sendmg tins out It s not 
registered It s not reporting contributions 

And it was really like Oh they re too small You know what I mean 9 
It s not a big name big scandal 

And David and I both knew that it was an Even though David at that 
time I don t think other than knowing about it I mean I m the only one who 
really cares about it because I have to answer constituent phone calls of What 
is this about 9 So I knew it was the NRA because there would eventually be 
the telling tie ms It wasn t about something that was now nine years old 



360 


almost it was about really this gun legislation 

So that s why I was saying to you pnvately that they warmed up on me 
This was an exercise to see whether they could get any traction in terms of 
debilitating the politician and the relationship they had with their constituency 
Again m terms of the value of these interviews to anybody that s going to 
take the time to read them it is the keeping of that basic compact with the 
electorate that is the first and foremost duty of the elected official And I ve 
got to tell you from the moment we first started this interview and my life as 
an elected official my number one priority was always letting people know I 
was their legislator and that I was always open to them and answered every 
one of their letters etc etc And that s what ultimately held me m great stead 
I think the reason they transported the packet Because I won by the 
highest margin I had ever won in the 1990 election I think that the reason that 
they went to this effort with Roberti was that he had gotten a whole new area in 
reapportionment 

YATES So he was potentially an easier target 

ROOS Right because he had no time to build up this relationship with new parts of the 
district 

YATES I should just say for the record because we were off tape I had said that of 
course Senator Roberti suffered a lot from the aftermath because of the recall 
effort and that s when you said they got warmed up on you 

ROOS Right Right 
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YATES OK So this mailing campaign was going on you said not long then after the 
bill passed? 

ROOS Absolutely Right 

YATES Because that was May I believe of 1989 

ROOS Correct 

YATES So what did you do to combat it or deal with it? 

ROOS Notlnng Just lived my life you know answered the few people who would 
say I got this What s this about? And continued my public visibility in the 
district program Again we did some interesting things in that district that 
again for a district where a large part of the people are on the margin it s very 
influential and that is we did a birthday card program On their birthday 
every registered voter got a birthday card from me We also sent out a 
Christmas card with me and my family and again in some cases this is the 
only—quote— personal mail that they might get in the entire year 

In fact one of the most gratifying things Because I would help with 
the Meals on Wheels for the shut ms of which there were a considerable 
number I think over a couple of thousand m my distnct alone You d go into 
these places and they d have my Christmas cards displayed like a family 
picture Really something But that is the way in which you re able to achieve 
really some kind of bond that no external force can ever really break 
YATES OK We re getting near to the end of your career as an assemblyperson and I 


wanted to ask 
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ROOS Let me dab my eye [Laughter] 

YATES Let me ask you is there any legislation that you want to talk about that we have 
not covered 9 We ve talked about some of the key ones and obviously we re 
not going to discuss every one Anything else that you can think of 9 
ROOS No I mean I liked all If you have three seconds with your dying breath to 

say OK what s the most important thing you did 9 It was the gun bill It 
was the work m AIDS and it was some aggregate work m terms of initially the 
housing area and that led to Mello Roos So that s it I mean all the other 
stuff is things you do because you believe in it but they re not histone 

One of the most histone things that I was personally proud of is that I got a 
call from a constituent and she said Mr Roos I have a friend and she s 
eighty years old or seventy five years old She s dying of cancer Or 
She s been diagnosed with cancer Maybe she has another three years to live 
She s had to work all of her life because she mamed a judge who was 
significantly older than she was And he dies at the time that the judges moved 
to a pension plan So m other words she never had a pension 

And at the end of this entire odyssey it was like she was the only living 
person who m that transition didn t make the judges pension system So 
basically I carried a bill that put her m the judge s pension system for the rest 
of her life and I think that it was about two and a half years But I was 
extremely proud of it because it enabled this woman to stop her work as a 
typist at You know I mean she reminded me of my mother even though 
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at that time she would have been older than my mother And so I loved doing 
stuff like that 

There was another thing Scleroderma Is that the correct 
pronunciation 9 
YATES I m not sure 

ROOS Anyway it s a homble horrible disease and I earned the first bill on that 

because of again a constituency who had it and said Can t get any MediCal 
whatever So we got that on the list So I loved doing those kmds of things 
The rest of the things are amendments of law that were after judicious thought 
about it yes 111 take my time to do it It s good and the interest group wants 
me to do it and it s the nght thing to do But none of them are You have 
second tier third tier you know and then you just forget 
YATES You mentioned the 1990 election Any thoughts or comments on the 88 
election 9 

ROOS No Why 9 

YATES No I m just trying to hit all the elections Anything different 9 I know they 
seem pretty straightforward in terms of when you look at the numbers 
ROOS Yes Yes I mean I really did I did my constituent work well I never took an 
election for granted I always did some mail and certainly campaigning The 
only real scare was at the height of the Monarty question of when the gay 
community is going to put a candidate m 
YATES We did touch on that a little last time 
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ROOS Exactly 

YATES That was 86 

ROOS Right Right 

YATES So by 88 things were pretty 

ROOS Well truly from 77 I mean there was really never any stress I was focused 
on helping the speaker with our marginal seats and certainly more precarious 
seats 

YATES Talk about that because I was reminded when we met last time you mentioned 
Gary Condit being on the Public Safety Committee and the Gang of Five and 
then you brought it up again Talk about your role m what was going on m 
terms of the leadership in the assembly through the latter part of the eighties 
ROOS You mean during the Gang of Five 9 
YATES Yes I guess Yes 

ROOS Well I mean that was a heartbreaking thing because I was very close and had 
been a big promoter of virtually all of those guys I convinced Willie to put 
Gary as chairman of F and I [Finance and Insurance Committee] I m sorry 
GO Government Organization [Committee] that handles horseracing you 
know all the stuff 

I felt totally betrayed and I felt that I had hurt my friend and mentor 
Willie Brown by being so aggressively for them and their occupying positions 
m the House With Steve Peace the same thing Jerry Eaves It just was a very 


hurtful thing 
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So I spent an inordinate amount of time with Willie trying to make sure 
I mean m a lot of ways you re m Willie is his own best lieutenant 
because he had Sunny Mojonnier and Stan Statham at least who would be 
unwilling for a long period of time not to join with the pressure of the 
Republican Caucus if they ever got to the point of saying Let s elect a 
different Democrat as speaker 

But anything that I could do to again salve the hurt or the wound of being 
so frontally betrayed by people who I d really had social and personal Felt 
that I d had social and personal fhendships with you know for an agenda that 
was really jury rigged and made no sense at all 
Anything in particular that you were trying to do 9 
No Just basically let him know that I was there and that I would share 
intelligence that I heard about this or that and any ideas although there were 
no ideas except basically how do you manage the House if a question of 
vacation of the chair is made 

I want to touch on one other thing too that you mentioned m advance of my 
saying anything which was shnmpscam shnmpgate It has lots of different 
names So that s 1988 end of the session 1988 in August Talk about the 
impact that had on the legislature or the assembly specifically what you 
observed about it 

Well it brings out the best and worst of the way the society kind of works 
together or at odds with one another The worst is what I always see which is 
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law enforcement basically making this raid that becomes very public and 
obviously the offices that were raided quickly become semi panah because as 
opposed to the foundational element of the Constitution that you re innocent 
until proved guilty all you need is a raid and a headline and everybody kind of 
steps back a little bit because somebody in the herd s been wounded 

Secondly in the aftermath you find what a How do you justify tipping 
off the governor Don t sign the bill because this is a scam to try to ensnare 
dishonest legislators ? How do you justify that? Because it begs the question 
what if he would have signed the bill which by the way I think he would 
have 

So the whole thing in terms of what they did was they took a bill that had 
gone through the legislative process before and so some of the people that 
were targets voted as they did before But the difference was is that they 
would have a meeting with the supposed entrepreneurs of this venture and 
would either take an honorarium modest in terms of what honoraria amounts 
could be a thousand dollars to give a speech around the table with the only 
thing being is that there would be cigars It was a Hard Copy type of setting 
through grainy film eating shrimp smoking a cigar and saying I think this 
bill is going to pass and I m going to do everything I can to help what any 
legislator would say about something that they believed in 

Now clearly if the line is crossed where somebody says The only way 
it s going to get my vote or my help to get the votes on the committee is I need 
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$50 000 for my campaign fund that s illegal and it should be punished But I 
know m the case of one person that went to jail it was that honoranum setting 
and it just There was no crime There was the appearance of This doesn t 
look good But we shouldn t put people in jail because it doesn t look good 
And ultimately people did say Well this honoraria thing is I know 
Willie Brown or Mike Roos or Ken Maddy give these wonderful speeches to 
big groups of people but there s too much distance between maybe what they 
do and then over here being able to go to somebody s hotel room sit there for 
an hour and converse and get an honoranum So the legislature m its 
wisdom eliminated that 

YATES You re talking about the proposition that eventually was passed 9 
ROOS Yes Not a proposition it was actually done Well maybe it was 
YATES It became one 

ROOS Yes it was put to the people The whole ethics 

YATES Yes I think Roberti and Maddy earned it in the legislature 

ROOS That s correct 

YATES Yes it was [Proposition] 112 

ROOS Yes it s a constitutional amendment Yes 

YATES To ban honorana 

ROOS That s nght 

YATES And ethics traimng That was another thing I wanted to ask you about I know 
you re by that point on your way m other ways 
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ROOS Right 

YATES But what do you think about having ethics training and the role it can play in 
educating legislators 7 

ROOS I just think that it s the context that we re in where the prescription is more 

rules which then requires more training because you ve set up so many 
tripwires I 11 give you a modem day example Now I m on the other side 
where I have to do my own reporting in terms of who I represent and various 
contacts with members of the Board of Supervisors 

For instance well there s a person on the Board of Supervisors who I like 
and he had some I think a [$]200 $250 event on the Queen Mary There s no 
way I m going to go to this thing but I like him and I just And I ve never 
contributed to him before Sol wrote out a check $250 and sent it I wrote it 
out on my own personal So the reporting comes up and the report s due I 
look at it and I said I know I made a contnbution to the supervisor I don t 
see it listed Well maybe I did it Lisa [Henkel] my assistant said maybe I 
did it last month And she said No we didn t And I said Well amend 
this Put it in and amend it 

She gets a call back a week later saying Well we hate to advise you but 
it s illegal for a registered lobbyist to contribute to a supervisor Now she 
says But don t worry about it Here s what you do And again don t worry 
about it She said The rules are so complex nobody gets them right 
Well I told Lisa I said We need to read everything because again I 
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know the way this system works Everybody gets them wrong and nobody 
cares about them getting wrong unless they are perceived as having done 
something Then they will use that as a way to convict you They will say 
Here he is putting an illegal contribution to the supervisor 

So the reason for that tale is to essentially say that again I think that ethics 
reside within everyone to one degree or another That s why you have 
You should have the bare elements of being able to take as much money as you 
want instantaneously reporting those relationships and again a vigilant 
citizenry will find out whether an official act measures up to the standard that 
they want to exact Nobody s gomg to be able to get into somebody s heart and 
change that heart 

So just to play the devil s advocate how does the citizenry find out 7 How do 
they get the information so that they can make an educated judgment as to what 
they think is right or wrong 7 
Yes 

Or appropnate or inappropriate 

And that is the question And the question was answered in terms of again 
how I tried And I can only talk about me but I saw others The leading 
example in life is Jack 0 Connell who is now the superintendent of Public 
Instruction where if anybody wanted to see me in my voting district they 
never got the runaround They got to see me and they d have fifteen minutes 
or a half hour or whatever you know until it really was becoming redundant or 
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whatever They can ask me anything they want I would appear at anything I 
was invited to particularly candidate forums and things like that That s where 
people get their shot 

Increasingly you do have computers and the availability of people to go up 
and look at campaign statements But what we do with all of these restrictions 
is again create more tripwires and we create a complexity that nobody can get 
to 

Here s my example It used to be that maybe the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers [IBEW] would give me $10 000 Now let s 
say they re limited to $1 000 Well what they do is they get nine other people 
people they do business with their vendors And what it shows it shows 
nothing other than everybody is equal m the $1 000 gift That s not true The 
influencing agent is really the IBEW Citizens can t figure that out anymore 
with campaign limitations And I think that s bad in terms of being in a 
position to raise the question and the question should be inevitably What do 
you have gomg that they want to give you that much money? 

And again my response is gomg to be measured in terms of does that meet 
a smell test or not You know where I say Well not many people know this 
but my dad was a thirty year member of the IBEW I ve known about the 
IBEW since birth I ve met every official that s moved up since I was ten years 
old The IBEW were one of the first people to put walkers That measures 


a smell test 
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If it s Well I don t know I earned a big piece of legislation that 
increased their pension by 10 percent you know it would be honest but 
maybe people would say Well I don t want a guy that does that 

So it is that interaction and I think that we re losing a lot of that Term 
limits by my reckoning which is unsystematic and anecdotal I see these 
members and I ask what they re doing vis a vis their constituency and it s 
They have field people You try to call and get an appointment It s almost 
impossible They re busy m Sacramento 

YATES You think because they re not going to be there long they don t invest in that? 

Is that what you re saying? 

ROOS They don t invest in it And I 11 tell you it s a terrible temble breakdown of 
again the basic compact in my opinion and in my experience 
YATES Yes Well it s almost eleven thirty so we 11 wrap up with that 
ROOS Good 
YATES Thank you 


[End Tape 8 Side B] 
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[Session 9 March 18 2004] 

[Begin Tape 9 Side A] 

YATES OK let s get started As usual 111 begin by saying good morning 

ROOS Good morning 

YATES I know our time is a little bit crunched 

ROOS It is 

YATES An hour maybe? 

ROOS And hour and fifteen yes 

YATES OK Let s see how we do Great So it s Thursday I have the right day 

I think we did pretty well getting through the eighties last time Of course 
we talked about the Assault Weapons Bill m great detail which was wonderful 
touched a little bit on the FBI investigation And what I wanted to do is kind of 
wrap up the eighties and one thing I wanted to at least touch on sort of a side 
note up to a point which is that you were the California co chair on Senator 
Paul [M ] Simon s presidential campaign and that was 88 So could you just 
talk a little bit about how you got involved m that campaign and what you did 
ROOS Yes Clearly the most exciting presidential involvement m my lifetime was 

Jimmy Carter because I got to know the president of the United States I really 
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felt like the White House was ray house for a certain number of months and 
intimately knew most of the key decision makers and of course the vice 
president and most of the cabinet It was really a very exciting thing 
Paul Simon came along because once your eyes are open to being an 
elected official and using the equity the perceived equity which you have in 
terms of helping a president get his message out helping the president 
fundraise or a presidential candidate fundraise to put together bases of 
support you look for other opportunities This opportunity Paul Simon for 
president if you remember it was a very crowded field all hoping to take on 
Ronald Reagan 

YATES That s quite a challenge 

ROOS Quite a challenge indeed But what the heck you know It s why Tiger Woods 
has to tee it up every Thursday There is a chance he will lose [Laughter] 

So I was looking We had a field ranging from Michael [S ] Dukakis to 
[Richard A ] Dick Gephardt to Paul Simon And I was contacted by a former 
colleague of mine who was then in the Congress [Richard H ] Rick Lehman 
from Fresno and Rick is a very smart man energetic man and his smartness is 
really noticeable m the area of the environment And Rick said This is one of 
the best guys I ve ever met in politics Both of us knew that the only Paul 
Simon that we had really known of was Paul Simon of Simon and Garfunkel 
And he said You know it could just be an exciting nde 


It s one of those things where more than anything you re asked and then 
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you meet the person and it validates or invalidates whether you want to go 
forward or not I met Paul Simon and he was really one of the most 
fascinating people I ve ever met He was the son of missionaries I think 
actually bom in China but he had this marvelous quality of focus of 
intelligence of gentleness and yet firm m his belief There was very little 
doubt but it wasn t answers arrived at in singularity but m talking to people 
getting the best information 

So Lehman calls me and I know what Lehman s thinking you know If 
tins happens I might wind up secretary of the Intenor and by the way an 
Amenca that had Rick Lehman as secretary of the Intenor would be very well 
off because of his love of the environment and for the environment 

So I met Paul Simon just instantly impressed and worked very very hard 
in California putting him in vanous forums raising money and acting as his 
California co chair It s one of those great little subtexts of presidential 
politics The whole Iowa thing is somewhat of a fraud The real vote m the 
caucuses doesn t really occur until a day couple of days later and the fact is is 
that I think Simon ran third maybe even close to second place but of course 
he was almost dismissed immediately and that proved to be the beginning of 
the end I don t think he showed that well m New Hampshire And Dukakis by 
then had really taken flight And then go into a very friendly neighboring state 
to Massachusetts it was virtually all over 

So a vote here or the accuracy of the count on the mght that they announce 
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who knows But the fact is is that I stayed in touch with Paul Simon And I 
have two quick stones The first story is is that I remember after an 
unbelievable day that started with a breakfast that I had held at seven m the 
morning then a full day of campaigning through California This is my best 
story in terms of distinguishing people who are seeking that position and why 
you would want to support them So this man is considerably older than me 
but always jaunty and just always up for the next event We re riding back to 
the hotel 

I m m the back seat on the left side Paul s on the nght side It must have 
been eleven thirty I mean my eyes are throbbing I m tired I m sore just 
from just moving around My position always has been probably because it s 
what I would want is Gosh the guy s been talking all day nonstop Let him 
rest I don t want to engage him in conversation and so I didn t say anything 
for the longest while it seems He turned to me and he said By the way 
Mike he said what are you interested m after your career in the assembly s 
over or what is your next move 9 Because whatever it is I would want to do 
everything I could do to make it happen for you 

And I thought to myself this is just incredible that this guy who has to be 
thinking about multifarious stuff taking time to basically say What are your 
interests 9 And I d like to help It was the most unusual thing I ve ever had a 
successful high level politician ever do and particularly m the circumstance of 
where you re just exhausted 
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The second story is is that somewhere I have a letter that he wrote me 
recently Frankly about a year before his death I had written him His wife 
had passed away and I wrote him a note after he got remained I wrote him a 
note on the passing of Jeanne and then wrote him another Anyway he wrote 
me the most fantastic letter So now you re easily ten years beyond the event 
Yes about ten years beyond that one little brief shiny moment and he writes 
me a letter and he basically said You know he said I always thought of 
you I know that the assembly is a great place and you had a great love but 
he said if I would have made it he said I would really want you in my 
cabinet And boy I mean you know that just kind of takes your breath away 
m terms of a sense of the regard that he had of me because it was more than 
given back in my regard for him And his death is very sorrowful for me 
because I just always liked the idea of running into Paul or writing Paul or 
exchanging a phone call 

YATES He passed away not that long ago actually 
ROOS Exactly About six months ago I think 
YATES Right I wanted to say last fall 

ROOS He had heart surgery or something and I guess it didn t 
YATES He didn t recover 
ROOS It didn t go well 

YATES Of course this confirms in a personal way a lot of the things I think you hear 
about Paul Simon as a person 



377 


ROOS Yes Carter was amazing Mondale was amazing But of the three of them 
Paul Simon might have been the finest human being in politics that I ever met 
YATES Talking about that campaign and then again mentioning the role of Iowa etc 
and then getting into New Hampshire now I hope I m remembering this 
correctly didn t you support a proposition that was for changing the 
presidential primary 7 
ROOS I did 

YATES Talk about that a little bit 
ROOS Well I was wrong probably as it s proved 
YATES And this is the late eighties I think 7 
ROOS Yes 

YATES It was for one election cycle or was it longer than that 7 
ROOS Well Id been on it ever since my involvement in presidential politics seeing 
that California was like a colonial state People farmed money here and the 
finished product showed up on TV sets or in the mailboxes of Iowans or New 
Hampshirans or Floridians I felt that because it was all over before you got to 
the largest most diverse state in the nation that California really needed to be 
more prominent than just supply of money So that was the fuel It was kind of 
vainglorious and as we ve seen it doesn t really matter if you move California 
to March everybody else is going to move theirs up It becomes that type of a 
situation We re still going to be the target for money and by the time they get 


here it s almost all over 
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YATES So that s what you meant by what you were saying that when you were 
pushing it in the late eighties that it doesn t really matter 

ROOS Right 

YATES Do you think there s anything that can be done to change California s position 
in all of this 9 

ROOS No and you know what 9 Upon reflection I kind of like it the way that it is 
from this standpoint I used to just shake my head Here s Iowa and New 
Hampshire basically determining who the next president of the United States is 
going to be No I m sorry Who the next nominee is going to be for the 
respective parties and all of them are really kind of except for in a few 
happenstances they re incumbent oriented for the party in power And so I 
watch it and I think about it and again everything is always changing though 
some things do remain the same and the thing that is changing is the fact that 
the media really drives an early determination 

And so I say to myself the thing that doesn t change is that you want 
people to be able to have true interface with these people that are holding 
themselves out as the leader of the free world and there s no better place to do 
that than Iowa and New Hampshire You have to sit in the coffee shop you 
have to go to all of these forums you have to do some very very hard personal 
work with people who are m the heartland They aren t on the fringe—New 
York Florida California—that all lends itself to nothing but fifteen to thirty 
second spots So in a way it s a good balancing because you can And I 
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think the gubernatorial recall put tins into focus for me the recall of Gray Davis 
and the ultimate victory of Arnold Schwarzenegger is the commercials are 
brilliant in terms of dumbing down all candidates to a level where they all look 
okay If you can afford being on TV it doesn t matter whether you re Cruz 
Bustamante or Arnold Schwarzenegger or any of the other An anna 

Huffmgton You are passable And it really does require m this state a high 
degree of vigilance that implies a lot of effort to go to a real candidate forum 
or to watch one on TV if you could ever find it on a cable station where there 
is debate engagement and tough questions being presented to these candidates 
So that s a long winded way of saying I kind of like the configuration the 
more that I think about it and the more these presidential nominees are 
determined 

YATES Since you brought up the recall back to looking at California and the unusual 
situation of this very short window anything else you can add when you think 
about what happened with that particular election and how elections go now in 
California in terms of Well I m just trying to have you expand more on 
what you re saying about if you ve got money you can have an ad and you can 
look good 

ROOS Yes Well and that s why I ve lost a little bit of touch but not too much 
There is a conversation that goes on when you see politicians like a Tom 
Hayden like a David Roberti who have been termed out who had interesting 
and notable careers in the venue of state politics now seeking to run for [Los 
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Angeles] City Council And of course the pundit right they don t make it 
They can t make the leap Now why is that 7 And they have all kinds of 
postulations 

Well I believe it s age from the standpoint of at thirty you can walk a 
precinct a day and it is tough at thirty It is grueling when you look back over 
a two month period and you have walked a precinct every day fundraised in 
the afternoon fundraised at lunch and do a coffee or a fundraiser or a 
candidates forum in the evemng I don t think with some exception that 
someone who has been at the top allows themselves to really do that kind of 
input of energy when you combine it with age and their memory their muscle 
memory of the perks that they kind of got used to and that would be my 
speculation as to why they re doing it 

So what am I babbling about this 9 I m babbling about that because 
California at the local and state level requires the same kind of politicking that 
we require presidential candidates to engage in Iowa and New Hampshire If 
you don t walk if you don t really go out and meet the voter you are going to 
lose There are always exceptions some millionaire who just breaks down the 
mailboxes and takes the unprecedented step of going up on the air for a local 
race I think you can find those But in the mam in the main people are real 
good 

And it goes back to my first campaign I remember You know again 
I am comfortable I have always been comfortable with the African American 
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community in large part because of the choices that I made when I was 
growing up and the environment in which I grew up It was one of the great 
parts of my campaign to have a very large African American group of 
neighborhoods in the district that I first had to run m That s where I really 
enjoyed walking 

I so remember a group of people on the front porch in and sure enough I 
mean this was a registered household and I went up and introduced myself 
Oh yeah we know of you And we just really kind of engaged m great 
conversation for about five mmutes and then one of the people said Hey by 
the way your opponent was m our neighborhood Now there s sixteen people 
on the ballot but I knew precisely who they were talking about Sabnna 
Schiller who again at this stage of the campaign I felt was the greatest threat 
and the person who was in the insider group the person who was going to win 
So I thought to myself oh my god if she s down here that does not bode 
well for me And I said Really'? What did she say 7 

Well she didn t say too much This car drove up she opened the door 
and threw her literature out at us And I thought to myself oh my god I have 
won this community [Laughter] I mean you know there was no reason to 
worry about Sabnna Schiller anymore 

Because she wasn t making that one on one contact with people 7 

Well exactly What she basically demonstrated was I m down here in your 

community That ought to be good enough I don t really want to meet you I 
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want you to read what I have to say about myself and I m not going to engage 
you I am saying to you that tins amplified my understanding that if you don t 
go out there and shake their hand tell them m very brief ways what you really 
want to try to achieve and what you stand for you aren t going to make it So 
that is the richness of California beneath the level of United States Senate At 
the congressional level you have to work hard You have to go out and meet 
the voter At the state assembly at the state senate and certainly at the city 
council levels you have to do the same thing 

YATES What s the difference with the U S Senate? 

ROOS Well the difference is is that again it s like running in a lot of ways for 
president of California just like governor is It is a presidential race m 
microcosm so you depend upon the mass media your fundraising Because 
it gets back to again my rant about—quote unquote— reform of where 
what you have done is fulfill the prophesy and that is if in fact you require 
people to raise money a thousand dollars at a time you do nothing to fix the 
costs of media What are you going to do? How are you going to allocate your 
time? You re going to spend all of your time getting the money in the bank to 
buy the media 

If in fact you had a way for somebody to say Oh I really like Barbara 
Boxer Here s five million dollars she s going to have to stand up to that 
everywhere she goes Why does somebody want to give you five million 
dollars particularly I see they re a defense contractor? But what it does allow 
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Barbara Boxer to do is to then be able to really go around and do forums and 
meet people and let them make a decision about really what is the quality and 
caliber of the person But now you know we re going to have Bill Jones 
fifteen second commercials and Barbara Boxer commercials and we will know 
very very little about who they really are 

Let s keep talking about campaigning and elections actually and kind of 
weave it m and out with your personal expenence which of course I assume 
that that s how you re coming up with what you re talking about 
Yes and we re all prisoners of our own experiences 
Yes Just to focus on the 1990 election for a minute because that s the last 
campaign that you have what if anything was different about that campaign 9 
Not a thing Not a thing I ran in June of 1990 and probably the only different 
thing that I was carrying around was that I had lost my father m November of 
1989 And I think Freud said that the most significant thing m a man s life is 
the loss of his father I may have read it but now I understood it It was just 
you know a lot of mixed emotions I loved my dad and missed him but it was 
just amazing what it was doing inside in terms of measuring my own life and 
what I wanted to do and where I wanted to be 

So there may have been a subconscious unconscious dimension in that 
campaign never really anything at the conscious level of acknowledging or 
thinking that this was my last campaign I was gearing up again in my own 
imagination to run for mayor of the City of Los Angeles 
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How long had you been thinking about that 7 

Oh a long time I just thought it was the ideal job for my personality and my 
love of tnis city and my legislative background 
Had you done anything actively to pursue that in terms of gathering 
information or domg anything to find out what you thought the odds were or 
your options were in teims of actually running 7 I didn t phrase that very well 
but obviously if you keep running 

I don t think it s poorly phrased because I do think I understand what you re 
asking and the answer is is it everything that one does if they are thinking 
about testing themselves at a different level is designed to prepare themselves 
for that test There s no polling I mean I had a great sense of where I would 
stand which is almost where I stood when I first ran I think people in my 
district knew me very well but it was probably the lowest registered pieces of 
council districts in the city I had reached out and made excellent relationships 
with people all over the city m the San Fernando Valley in the African 
American communities m the Latino communities I thought that I was 
positioned that if I made the contest I had a shot to do well m the contest But 
no other preparation than just working hard and continuing to fix yourself in the 
imagination of people who are that part of the body politic that engage in a race 
for a local election 

You just mentioned low registration m the district and that reminded me of a 
comment Let s see You know how the California Journal does these 
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assessments of the election 
Yes 

For example I m just showing you here this is December 19 1990 so 
obviously it s after the race and here are the numbers They have this little 
note vote totals m this district continue to be staggeringly low 
Yes 

Talk about that What does that mean to you 9 

Well it s what in my opinion seduced Sabrina Schiller and other people who 
moved in just to run They take low voter registration as a sign of transition 
So that you don t have a stable constituency 9 

Exactly So no one has an allegiance to anything so therefore your chances 
moving m from Simi Valley are just as good as somebody who s lived there 
And I think that that belies the reality There s what I think s going on And 
by the way just to parenthetically add I hated this and you asked me what I 
did in campaigns knowing that Or my suggesting to you that as long as I 
was visible and did something that my election was almost assured The one 
place where I put a lot of money into every campaign season was trying to jack 
up the voter registration m the district 

OK So here s what I think s going on It clearly is it was my dubbing of 
this that frankly too hold and was used popularly I think from the Wall 
Street Journal to other people around the state which was I once said it s the 
Ellis Island of California So there is a tremendous amount of people who 
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come into areas that go certainly beyond the Forty sixth Certainly the Forty 
sixth is at the heart where they are staging This is their initial commitment to 
California so this is the first place that they live Rents are somewhat 
inexpensive compared to the rest They have their own brothers and sisters and 
relatives there And they re figuring it all out and once they figure it out 
which is a codeword for getting a job saving some money establishing 
themselves they go to the suburbs just like everybody does when they begin to 
do better So that is the transit part of the district 

The stable part in terms of voter registration really are those pockets of 
neighborhoods where again people have either rented or lived m their homes 
from sixteen to twenty years staggeringly high but also a lot of elderly And 
guess what 9 Nobody gets out of here alive People die And that s why I think 
you have a high propensity of people who are elderly but that number as a 
percentage of registered voter stays the same or tends to depress because 
again they die off Now I think they re replaced by other people who move m 
but it isn t a growth opportunity and there are an awful lot of senior citizens 
that live in what was known as the Forty sixth Assembly Distnct 

YATES So it sounds like the distnct really didn t change in many ways from the time 
you first ran to 1990 

ROOS It s always changing It s one of the most dynamic places because of just these 
demographic shifts but in the way you re putting it no it didn t change m 
terms And I focused on trying to influence it and felt that it was 



387 


problematical 

YATES That election too of course the election for governor was that year 1990 

Also what became term limits Prop 140 and then there was the Van de Kamp 
Proposition 131 1 
ROOS Right 

YATES Any thoughts about that campaign'? First to start with the governor s campaign 
any thoughts about that campaign and the Feinstein Van de Kamp race up till 
the primary and then of course the Feinstein Wilson campaign from the 
primary to the general election'? 

ROOS Ask it again 

YATES Sorry you were looking at The California [Laughter] 

ROOS Yes Any thoughts about 

YATES Nineteen ninety that election we have a governor s race 
ROOS Right 

YATES We have also teim limits But let s focus on the governor s race 
ROOS Right 

YATES Any thoughts on that race*? We have Deukmejian leaving [he s] not running 
ROOS Pete Wilson 

YATES So we have an opportunity for a Democrat to win the governorship 

1 Proposition 140 (November 1990) limits on terms of office legislators 
retirement legislative operating costs Proposition 131 (November 1990) limits on terms 
of office ethics campaign financing 
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ROOS Right 

YATES It s Feinstein and Van de Kamp first up until the primary 
ROOS Right 

YATES Any thoughts about that campaign what you observed going on 9 
ROOS Well I think that John Van de Kamp was in a great position to win I always 
felt he had a charmed career and great ballot designation as the attorney 
general and I very frankly think that there s a consultant named Richie Ross 
who got very very cute 

YATES Ross of course was just heading up Cruz Bustamante s campaign 
ROOS That s right And I think that Richie has a way of overreaching and I think he 
did with Van de Kamp m terms of his dram the swamp you know all of this 
stuff so cynically targeted toward things that polled well and I don t think that 
John Van de Kamp necessarily felt that comfortable with them and I believe 
that again the voters saw through the veneer of frankly what would probably 
be characterized as cheap election tricks and went with Dianne Feinstem 
YATES Then talk about the Femstein Wilson race 

ROOS Yes It s hard for me to remember what the defining moments were in that 
campaign as a matter of fact 

YATES That s OK I thought I d ask see if anything stands out 
ROOS No and I wasn t terribly involved 
YATES Term limits 

ROOS That s why I wasn t tembly involved 
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Because of what was going on 
Absolutely 

Talk about that because of course I know there s responses from the 
legislature and legislators Then you have these two propositions the Van de 
Kamp one which is not as restrictive and then you have the [Peter F ] 
Schabarum one which is more restrictive What was going on in terms of 
discussions maybe in the caucus or wherever about these propositions 7 
Well quite active I think that in a lot of ways people were stunned by a 
continual assault I can t remember exactly how these queue up but there had 
just been a lot of propositions a lot of things regarding ethics regarding 
reapportionment all of these wars and now here you have term limits I don t 
have anything close to good memory about the dialogue in the caucus as much 
as I have against my own fiinousness over the way m which things unfolded 
I probably would conclude that most people in the caucus were ostrich 
like head in the sand thinking This will never happen Particularly the 
Schabarum thing because it was just six years 
You mean because it seemed too extreme 7 

Yes exactly Now my position was We have to use all of our vigor all of 
our energy everything we need to do This is worse than reapportionment We 
have got to attack this and attack it hard 

Now Willie goes to the people who had successfully beaten back the 
reapportionment initiatives had successfully helped us whenever we were in a 
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bind and that was the Berman operation And again I have very strong respect 
in certain ways for the Berman operation particularly on reapportionment 
because they clearly have an interest They didn t have an interest m legislative 
term limits other than they still had some candidates and candidate mterest but 
most of the heart of their organization had moved to Washington 
YATES So on their radar this didn t seem like a real big deal 
ROOS Right I would have rather seen somebody else run the campaign but Willie 
picked [Michael] Berman Now the insult m picking Berman is that Berman 
says no legislator ought to speak out on this In other words legislators ought 
to be invisible because legislators only remind people why they want to vote 
for term limits Well I thought that was the most absurd advice from this 
standpoint I am clearly not going to go into San Francisco and tell them why 
term limits are bad but I think going mto the Forty sixth Assembly District and 
telling my voters why I think it s bad has some amount of credibility and 
standing 

So they evacuated every legislator from doing anything other than just 
Raise money to give to us and we re going to run these TV commercials and 
we re going to win Well I took every debate I could because I used as the 
foundation of my debate not feelings not sentiments not speculation I used 
the Federalist Papers m every debate quoting generously from them in terms of 
what the framers of our United States Constitution had to say about these and 
many other things It was in the loss a sentiment that I had done everything that 
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I could do Willie Brown did the same thing in terms of his taking it on and 
having some strong things to say 

The result if you ask anybody today they would forget the result was less 
than 1 percent of the vote That was the swing Do you have the vote there'? 
YATES You know I forgot to bring it with me I m sorry 
ROOS That s OK 

YATES It actually turned out to be as you re saying much closer than people thought 
ROOS Whisker close Now I m going to tell this anecdote because we had really 
raised I think the lion s share of the money 
YATES We ? 

ROOS The assembly I m not so sure that the senate had given m kind Anyway I 
had a relationship with the Jarvis organization OK*? I went to the Jarvis 
orgamzation and I got them to agree to do a mailing to their base to their 
mailing list that would basically say that they were opposed to term limits 
YATES How did you do that'? 

ROOS Just you know it s a relationship business And the story goes and I don t 

know that we didn t have the money to do it went to the senate—David—and 
the mailer never got out And when you look at the result you can only 
speculate that that could have been the difference 
YATES Do you know why the mailer didn t go out*? 


ROOS Well you know again no I don t because the senate had the money clearly 
in their account And again this is just the story that I was told And it was too 
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bad because I think everybody rues the day far more than they ever would have 
imagined they would with this catastrophe that now structures the way in 
which people serve m the legislature And I say it s a catastrophe because I had 
a long personal and close relationship with the father of the full time 
legislature Jesse Unruh 

Most people just focus on the representatives themselves and in fact what 
I hated about term limits is is that somebody m San Francisco is making a 
judgment about me or a representative m Orange County about whether they 
want me or not Well that s not their job Their job is to measure their 
representatives and vote accordingly It s my district s job to hold me to a 
standard and elect me or un elect me So I certainly didn t like that feature at 
all 

And I got lost I got lost in the idea I forgot the 
YATES I m sorry 

ROOS That s what I mean I m a mesmerizing speaker but I absolutely lost my point 
YATES You want me to back it up and listen 9 
ROOS Yes 
YATES OK Hold on 
[Interruption] 

Fimsh up with that thought 

ROOS What I m trying to say is that yes it is important m terms of the whole idea of 
a full time legislature to basically allow people to develop to grow to become 
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leaders and that takes time And guess what 9 There are probably some 
potential leaders who were un elected while they were developing That s the 
nature of the system 

But there s another part that never gets talked about that again Jesse 
would have rolled over in his grave and that is the lull tune legislature was 
highly dependent upon an independent full time professional staff And that 
has been the tragedy of term limits because now what happens somebody 
helps me in a campaign I m a chairman in my freshman year and I look at that 
staff and say Gosh this guy s making $75 000 I want to reward my person 
It doesn t matter that they ve been an expert m this area honing their skills for 
ten or fifteen years I m going to replace them with my staff guy because he s 
smart and he 11 learn that He 11 learn the subject matter Well they don t 
And it was the reliance on the continuity of staff who were professional 
who were largely mdependent who wouldn t at all worry about being fired if a 
Republican took over the House They re going to stay m place because they 
are scrupulous m their analysis of legislation and very understanding of the 
historical patterns and problems with certain things that are continually tried 
over and over and over again 

YATES Well it s like if you went into a job and you knew you only had the job for two 
years or thiee years You don t have that longevity to build a knowledge base 
ROOS That s right That s right 


YATES It s like any other job in a way 
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ROOS So term limits clearly clearly and abruptly ends the careers of some fine people 
who have decided to pursue politics as a career and the invisible part has been 
those people who have decided to become competent advisers m the way that 
Unruh initially designed that that staff would almost be sacrosanct in terms of 
its independence and not subjected to the political whims of who was elected 
and ultimately placed as the chairmanship of that standing committee 
YATES Let me turn this over 
[End Tape 9 Side A] 

[Begin Tape 9 Side B] 

YATES OK Let s continue with term limits Now you ve got of course staff who 

haven t been there very long so you ve lost that expertise and then you have a 
person a legislator who s there not very long 
ROOS Right 

YATES So what does that do m terms of where you get your information and how 
reliable it is 9 You can t make that judgment but just the fact that you don t 
have that any longer you don t have that staff 
ROOS Well I think you still get the same I think you still get information from 
the same sources You clearly get it from lobbyists You clearly get it from 
people m the administration m finance You clearly get it from the legislative 
analysts and you clearly get it from your own staff who again all I m 
suggesting to you is that they are just as green as the person that hired them 
They work hard they re smart but you just can t substitute for having seen 
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things through the years and actually familiarized yourself with actually 
reading the codes and how those codes work in lockstep with one another I 
just believe that it gives ultimate advantage to the governor s office because 
the executive always has the advantage because they speak with one voice as 
opposed to a legislature where it s almost like a colony of ants If you spray it 
with Raid the ants disperse unorganized and some are dead some are 
wounded and the others are scattering 
YATES That s quite a picture [Laughter] 

ROOS in an unorganized way And now you ve given more power because the 

governor can basically set an agenda and cause the two houses to organize 
Well if you have people who can t pull together a consensus they are at an 
extreme disadvantage as you begin to bump up against deadlines and do one of 
two things pass everything which is what the Assembly s been doing or you 
have a seasoned guy m the senate and he basically is dictating how the 
assembly ought to orgamze itself 
YATES But that s going to change too 

ROOS That s what I mean So that s going to go out the window 

YATES You re talking about John [L ] Burton for example 9 

ROOS Of course Yes And that s going to go out the window in mne months 

The other thing that it does is that it gives lobbyists a certain edge not so 
much for the information but you forge relationships because with term limits 
and a taste for public service at the elected level usually only increases the 
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hunger to continue on So I believe they re always looking for what the next 
opportunity is Is it the state senate? Is it Congress? Is it in some cities local 
mayor or city council? And that makes them money reliant And increasingly 
what the interests have You know the big interests—insurance trial 
lawyers fire fighters prison guards—now do extreme independent 
expenditures So you want to ingratiate yourself to an interest group that has 
the power and ability if you re really their number one to fuel your career m 
the next election 

So as a consequence I see as opposed to the seasoned veteran where if 
[Alfred E ] A1 Alquist knew that Senator Alquist or Senator Roberti knew 
that this was a fine career a career that they wanted to maintain through their 
adult lives they knew they could say no because guess what Next year there s 
going to be another big issue No one has time to say no anymore if m fact 
they want to ingratiate themselves to that interest group because they re out 
before they can apologize They re out before they can help back So the 
immediate reaction is help the prison guards help the fire fighters help the 
teachers And it s making for You know I did not like the recall but 
there s good evidence as to why the people of California so strongly insisted on 
recalling this governor [Gray Davis] because this governor in my opinion was 
giving away the store unable to say no And it wasn t so much to the interest 
groups as it was to the legislature unable to say no and just sending him 
everything 
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YATES Even though obviously he s not I mean he s going to be supposedly m 
office for a while versus 

ROOS Well but not really for a while I think m his own way he was hearing the faint 
tunes of Hail to the Chief 

YATES That s true He was in his second term 

ROOS Right And you know he s a careerist He will run again—that s my strong 
prediction—for something U S Senate mayor who knows But he will 

YATES I got that sense just from reading the newspaper articles that this wasn t the 
end 

ROOS In his imagination it s not the end I think it s the end but I don t think he 
thinks it s the end 

YATES Now there have been a few rumblings about the fact that term limits have not 
been a good thing Do you think there s any chance that that s going to change 
anytime soon 7 

ROOS There s a chance 

YATES I realize that s getting into predicting but since you have this perspective 

ROOS No because I spend some amount of time encouraging people to be bold In 
fact I was just with an L A city councilperson that I believe has some 
currency and suggesting that coincident to the presidential election the City of 
L A ought to challenge its term limits Highly Democratic city It d be a great 
test case and may give backbone to state leaders to do the same if they were 
successful in L A and I believe L A is going to put a measure before the 



people hopefully in November but at worst in the April election city 
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YATES Now would tins be just to make them less restrictive 9 
ROOS Yes 

YATES Is that the concept 9 

ROOS Yes that s the other shoe and I hate it I think you ought to 
YATES Versus just saying no term limits 

ROOS Exactly I think you ought to be bold But everybody relies on the polling and 
the polling is suggestive that people aren t ready to bite that bullet yet I 
respect that analysis But m view of where is the opposition going to come 
from and how powerful it would be I would go for a full repealer 
YATES Well that reminds me back again to what happened in 1990 if I remember the 
sequence correctly Prop 131 which was less restrictive came first and then 
Prop 140 m terms of it being proposed and everything and then Prop 140 
came into the picture and dominated things it sounds like Was there any focus 
also on 131 or was all the energy focused basically on 140 9 
ROOS [Prop ] 140 
YATES In terms of from your standpoint 

ROOS Yes 140 is clearly I think we felt we could pull the whole thing down if we 
beat 140 

YATES OK Instead of maybe reading that this was something that could pass and that 
maybe like 131 was less restrictive 
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Right But that gets to the adage I mean you re schooled when you have 
time to be schooled You never amend a bad bill So saying Well let s beat 
140 because we can live with 131 is inappropriate if you believe that there 
already are term limits which means that you have to announce file and run 
every two years or every four years 

Well that leads to my next question is just looking back at your experience 
from 1977 to 1990 you re running every two years Well in fact at first you 
ran 

Twice in three years 

Yes Talk about that in terms of how it impacts your work as a legislator 
what s good what s bad about having to run every two years 
Nothing s bad Truly In an un term limited world I think it s highly 
preferable I think it insists that you get out there I think getting out there is 
good for a variety of reasons It not only strengthens you it keeps you m touch 
in the most remarkable ways and so much of it is nonverbal but you get to 
neighborhoods that you haven t been to in a while and you 11 remind yourself 
And you get to take a look and see you know there are emerging problems or 
Boy this is doing well I wonder why You know your senses tell you a lot 
of things m a nonverbal way And then the people are I just liked it 
Any changes in strategy fund raising? Anything that changed from 1977 to 
1990? 

No just trying to build Just trying to become something That s what you do 



400 


You know if you really do enjoy it—and I did—you re always looking I 
think Unruh said it best He said You know a political career 
[Interruption] 

But Jesse always said A political career is like standing at a streetcar stop 
Sometimes the streetcar comes and stops and it s not going to the place 
You ve got the right change but it s going to the wrong place Sometimes it 
comes it s going to the right place and you don t have the right change And 
sometimes it s going to the right place and you have the right change and you 
get on board and you go to the next stop or you go to your destination 

I think that it s a wonderful metaphor from the standpoint of that s the way 
it is I think Gray Davis might be an example I m not so sure you know 
whether he was just plotting m terms of years like I m only going to do the 
assembly for four years and when any statewide office less than governor 
comes up that s what I m going to run for Clearly he plotted or somebody 
plotted for him when he was controller which is a fabulous position in terms 
of having a lot of responsibilities to make the decision to go to the nothing job 
of lieutenant governor just for the title of people having to call you governor 
and having a good ballot designation when you ran for governor and having a 
lot of free time to raise money to be governor 

My strategy was always to play hard and at the fullest at the level you were 
at trying to do good things trying to do good things and try to recognize when 
an opportunity availed itself I thought the mayoralty in 1993 would be my 
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opportunity I thought LEARN was going to be a wonderful bridge for really 
getting reacquainted to the wider leadership in developing people who would 
look upon me as the right kind of leader And then along comes the bus that 
ran me over which was Mike Woo s ethics scheme that immediately put a cap 
of $1 000 on every contnbution and I just knew it was over when I read that 
law because I would have had to rely upon a hundred people giving me 
$50 000 or more I just was Just putting a cap on how much you could 
spend along with the $1 000 it opened the door for [Richard] Riordan and 
that s why Dick Riordan won in my opinion because he 
YATES Because of personal wealth 7 
ROOS Exactly That s exactly what it 

YATES He didn t have to go do the kind of fund raising you would have had to do 7 
ROOS No He d just write a check for a couple of million here and there And good 
for him It was a glaring loophole and it put out the It basically ended any 
ambition that a retail politician like me or Richard Katz who did get into the 
race and finished very poorly because of just the pre analysis that I had given 
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YATES 

OK 

Well a good place to stop 7 

ROOS 

It is 


YATES 

OK 

Let s stop 


[End Tape 9 Side B] 
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[Session 10 March 25 2004] 

[Begin Tape 10 Side A] 

YATES Good morning again Thanks for your time So we re near the end of your 
time in the assembly Is there anything that we haven t covered that you can 
think of? 

ROOS I tried to think long and hard and when I came up with very little or next to 
nothing other than the Assault Weapons Act which by the way I was 
uncomfortable saying I mean I know how significant it was to me and I think 
it was significant for the state and country but I was trying to think of anything 
else that was really histone So I called up John Burton and I said Burton put 
on your thinking cap I said Can you remember anything that was 
significant between 89 and 91 And he said Only one thing And I said 
What s that 9 And he said Your Assault Weapons Bill He said Because 
it was the first time in the country since the Kennedy and King assassinations 
that anything had happened and obviously it was the Congress that took the 
action in the aftermath of the Kennedy King assassinations in 1968 and I think 
all they came up with was the waiting period for handgun purchase and 
background check And he said So not only did you outlaw what David 
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Roberti whatever the number was of these machine guns basically he 
said but no one lost their election And he said That was the significant 
thing because it proved that the NRA truly is a paper tiger 
YATES We didn t talk about that connection You did mention the threats and things 
ROOS But even pushing him he said that was by far the most significant thing the 
legislature had done during that entire period not only those three years but 
throughout the eighties actually 
YATES And beyond 
ROOS Yes 

YATES So is there anything you can think of that we didn t cover when we did talk 
about legislation 9 

ROOS No not really We talked about the ferocity of their opposition the ability to 
mobilize people who are really base and very direct m their antipathy against 
government and people m government who would attempt to do anything 
respective of firearms truly believe in the Second Amendment has no 
abridgement whatsoever and they lobby hard they scare the hell out of people 
but that was John s I think very significant contribution to add to this 
interview is the fact that that is right They boasted about they would take 
these people out that voted for it and no one lost their election 
YATES Yes that is significant One quick question I had about your committees I 
was just refreshing my memory and looking over what committees you were 
serving on I was just curious about one which was—it looked like you were 
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on it for several years—this Select Committee on the Office of the State 
Treasurer I was just curious what that was in particular 
[Interruption] 

OK I was asking you about the Select Committee on the Office of the State 
Treasurer According to checking Assembly Final History s it showed that you 
were on it 87 89 and 89 90 Does that stand out to you in any way? 

Not at all I mean I think that s why it s interesting to talk about because I 
can t remember one meeting I don t know what it possibly could have been 
other than Unruh inspired and to look at ways m which we could probably even 
expand his responsibilities even more like you know what legitimately fell 
within his purview and what the legislature could subsequently do to expand 
his authorities because that would be Jesse s wont 
And of course I was just remembering that he passed away in 1989 
August of 89 That s right 

So since you don t remember much about that committee there was no 
connection at all to appointment of a new treasurer? That just went through the 
normal process? 

No not if it began in 1987 But did it? No but I remember vividly the 
Lungren appointment by Deukmejian and the conversation I specifically had 
with [Daniel E ] Lungren which was I can t support you Ultimately it did 
get out of the assembly and it was killed in the senate 

It surprised me on a couple of levels that first and foremost that George 
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Deukmejian would not have appointed somebody who could then be a 
formidable and credible statewide candidate who would not get pushback from 
Democrats That would have clearly been Ken Maddy senator from Fresno 
And I often wondered whether George just didn t want to compete with Ken 
Maddy s good looks smartness vitality on both sides of the aisle but I suspect 
it was more out of George s very fundamental sense of loyalty to somebody 
who was close to his father and close to the family and Lungren was a member 
of Congress 

The second thing that struck me about that is that I d like to see the roll call 
again because I know that the one thing that at least the leadership seemingly 
was holding out for was Deukmejian to really entice us to support Lungren by 
offering something up assigning policy initiatives that we had saying that I 
know many of you are interested in recommendations for judicial appointment 
and I would entertain You know A vanety of things that a governor has 
At my vision level I saw none of that and yet it still got out of the assembly 
YATES But then as you pointed out it was killed The appointment was killed nght in 
the Senate 
ROOS Right 

YATES You just said that you had a conversation with Dan Lungren You mean one 
on one 9 
ROOS Yes 

YATES And can I ask m what capacity that would have been in 9 
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I was speaker pro tempore then and he was doing whatever a person who 
Well actually you know again this was George Deukmejian s short suit from 
my vantage point and that is that George would nominate people and it would 
be Well let the legislature do what they re going to do I mean no hard 
lobbying from him And that really is I think a disservice to the nominee if an 
executive does that because he ought to really more than at a press conference 
stand belund him by using every opportunity to convince people on the other 
side of the aisle that this is the right person to appoint 
And I m thinking of course about the problem with an appointment his 
Department of Finance appointment at the very beginning of his governorship 
and that seemed to set the stage for the appointment process not necessarily 
going through really easily So I would almost think that he would want to but 
maybe it s the opposite reaction 

And I think he was conditioned by years of being turned down on every idea 
that he had Of course those were policy ideas usually m the area of crime and 
punishment and Democrats just weren t going to go for that his rather 
draconian attempt 

Great Well we talked about the 1990 election re election You were 
mentioning Or you said that at that point you had no thoughts about 
leaving the legislature at that point Is that a fair assessment 7 
No 

OK Correct me 
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ROOS Yes If I said it I need to correct the record 
YATES Well maybe I m not wording it the best way 

ROOS Yes Clearly with Jesse Unruh dying and with my father dying several months 
later it had a terrific influence I think at a subconscious maybe even 
unconscious level in my opinion retrospectively That was balanced of 
course by the enthusiasm of the Assault Weapons Bill I felt like I was Mighty 
Mouse I could do anything you know and was looking not only to continue 
the positive momentum toward focusing on weapons and weapons being m the 
wrong hands and the size and velocity and killing power of these weapons of 
how you could refine that bill more and more and more where you could begin 
to hopefully create something that approximates in the culture a widespread 
notion of gentleness and peace as opposed to violence as an answer and 
searching around for other big initiatives because again I just felt like it had 
all come into place for me as a legislature 

I understood the work and understood the difficulty but understood how to 
overcome that through coalition building through just hard work through 
being clever like mailing to maybe in an area that a swing vote who under any 
analysis probably should be for the bill would probably sit in his living room 
ten years later and say Yeah that sounds like a good idea to me but because 
of the limitations imposed by the party I believe that had that impact 

Then I worked very hard in my own imagination but I think that the facts 
bear it out on defeating the term limit initiative Of course when that passed 
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it really was a kick in the stomach not to me personally I m just saying that I 
believed that for once the people had made a bad mistake And for me 
personally it took the wind out of the sail a little bit because so much of your 
passion is conditioned on the fact that you may decide on any given day to 
leave this 1 fe but that you never have to leave tins life 

So now to have this arbitrary imposition really affected my thinking about 
my involvement in the institution and again coupled with my father s death 
and kind of my surrogate political father You know it s like What s it all 
about? and maybe there are other things to do 
YATES Talk about the timing m terms of Let me rephrase that I know you 
resigned officially right m the spring of 91 
ROOS Yes March 20 th 
YATES So tell me what happened 
ROOS Willie Brown s birthday 

YATES Oh is that right [Laughter] So tell me what happened Why did you decide to 
leave? 

ROOS Well what happened is that you know You don t know I m going to tell 
you 

YATES That s why I m askmg 

ROOS I was still being the aggressive builder of a career and a spokesperson for how 
fabulous this system of politics in government is People need to demand more 
of it Id given a lot of speeches around downtown Again I had m the back of 
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my mind there was a mayoral race coming up and I was interested So I gave a 
speech in this building to a very I don t know how I got the invitation I 
think maybe the president of Pepperdme [University] But it was a very fancy 
group 

This building the one we re in right now 9 

Yes Gave a speech and afterwards was asked to meet with the president of 
ARCO [Atlantic Richfield Company] the chairman emeritus of Lockheed 
[Martin Corporation] and the president of the Teachers Union Well that s 
great This was So sure 111 meet And what they had unfurled in 
conversation was the idea of this public school restructuring use it as a force 
an outside coalition and would I be interested m heading it Well it really was 
something that I would have generally said Well that s great It s flattering 
but I don t think so But mstead I really said I d like to hear more about 
what you have begun who s involved 

Anyway one thing led to another and all of a sudden I knew I was in a 
negotiation So dunng that negotiation I pretty much put down three things that 
I thought were real tests of their commitment that there would be a certain 
amount of money in the bank that they would pay me a certain amount of 
money and that basically I would have a peer relationship with the board in 
terms of developing a plan of attack And they accepted all three of them 
I thought well as hard as it is I m going to do it As hard as it is to leave 
the legislature because it does become a very enjoyable and comfortable 
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pattern made only uncomfortable just like exercise of when you want to 
increase the weight you re lifting or increase the speed on the trail It becomes 
more difficult because you re pushing outward I was prepared to push 
outward to test myself at more difficult levels of policy and involvement but 
this seemed to be a perfect substitute Plus I d just been remarried It made a 
lot of sense to be at home rather than the continual nine month Monday 
through Thursday schedule 
YATES When did you officially leave 9 

ROOS March 20 1991 I think I told Willie probably around Christmas 
YATES OK Because I know I asked you and you said March March 20 previously 
So what did that mean m terms of your seat and the concern within the caucus 
about the fact that your seat was going to be up 9 
ROOS No concern It was a strong Democratic seat I early on made the decision I 
would not endorse which retrospectively I m surprised because I really had 
terrific standing to push whoever across I think the finish line And I did do it 
in the election after that interestingly 
YATES Why did you make that decision 9 

ROOS I thought probably at the time I don t have 100 percent recollection but I 
probably thought that if for some reason I supported the wrong candidate that 
somehow that would have impact on LEARN and maybe by supporting it it 
would compromise because again you have a variety of interest groups All 
of these interest groups I wanted to be part of the coalition to attack the Los 
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Angeles Unified School District So usually when the Teamsters or the United 
Teachers [Los Angeles] get involved with a candidate and you re on the other 
side I mean they take that personally So I think it was all of those things 

YATES So what was it like to leave once you made the decision*? 

ROOS Oh 111 never forget it You know they had a custom I think that they 

have curtailed it because of term limits but where they have a resolution at the 
desk and people can speak on the resolution Everybody in the House spoke on 
my resolution which was really unprecedented at the time—eighty members 
And I have it all on videotape I can watch it when I feel lonely or abused or 
[Laughter] But it was really something and my mother was there and my 
wife [Loma Roos] and my daughters [Caroline and Catherine Roos] so it was 
just I just wish my dad could have been there But it was really really 
moving 

But that wasn t my last day And on my last day I remember going to a 
caucus and everyone had beenjust so unbelievably generous There s a story 
here Susan 

YATES I can hear it coming 

ROOS You can t I mean you re going to be so missed and we can t imagme 

that the House You know all of the stuff that people say And I 
remember there was like one last little hurrah where the caucus either all said 
things but there was this moment and I remember kind of slowing moving out 
and I m about forty feet gone and I kind of look over my shoulder and 
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everything is back to normal except I m not in the normal which is how 
quickly the life can close how quickly people get back to their process their 
concerns their issue You just have someone who now is missing and the 
circle becomes complete It s just a little smaller 

And it was a great lesson because it is like death As you get older you 
think more about death and you have people who die m an untimely way It s 
really why I talk about Unruh a lot because I continue to test when I raise his 
name the younger the person of course they have no idea who this guy is and 
he was a giant a flawed giant but a giant and remarkably wise and 
unbelievably skillful Like a Lyndon Johnson skillfulness you know in the 
legislative process 

And so you see how once that person is gone they are gone and all you 
have I know Joseph Campbell wrote mtnguingly about this about the 
whole religious basis for eternity is the notion that there are people who 
remember and some talk about you so you stay eternal Usually it shrinks 
down to just the family nucleus who talk about their great grandfather what 
they have heard and sometimes you re lucky enough that you ve had such an 
impact that there may be a little widened circle winch is probably what Jesse 
enjoys But even then that will stop soon So I got that one quick insight the 
day I actually left Like goes on 
YATES It does 


ROOS 


Yep it sure does 
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YATES It s hard sometimes but it does 

ROOS Yes it s hard but I think it s an adult or mature thing to realize that this thing 
You know you can actually begin to believe this thing of you can t be 
replaced In my own way I know that I can t be replaced but I will be 
replaced and by the way that person will exhibit different but probably better 
skillfulness in areas that I had no ability in They just never will be me in the 
areas that I had skillfulness in 

But I think to come to grips with that In fact I must tell you that I do 
think about I was at breakfast today with an important guy and I know he 
was not He was really being sincere A lot of people are being just Are 
you ever going to run again 9 Well of course I m not going to run again So I 
think about all these people who cannot let go seemmgly I mean I do believe 
There s nothing pejorative in this of discrediting a spintedness they may 
have about public service I m not at all But there are a lot of ways to do 
public service without bemg elected to do the public service So it does 
fascinate me the people who seemmgly continue to nm and I believe at the 
heart of that is that they can never really come to grips with the idea that life is 
going to go on without them 

YATES Let me sort of continue m that vein I want to come back to some general 
topics I d ment oned to you that we d be covering today and get your 
assessment on a number of areas But since we re talking about this juncture 
when you leave and obviously that s a point of reflection and I m sure you ve 
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thought about it at vanous times over the years but tell me when you left and 
maybe in subsequent times after that were there any things that you wished 
you had done or could have done that you weren t able to that were left 
undone I guess'? 

ROOS No No because it s such a panoply of opportunity Like I see Willie today 
and I know if you ask him that question right now he d say Yeah I wish I 
would have started marrying people OK 7 Clearly Clearly he believes 
But I can t think of anything that I didn t do that I didn t want to do I can 
think of things that I did that I wish I hadn t have done and we ve covered that 
YATES Yes You ve been pretty reflective about things along the way 
ROOS Yes But truly I mean I was engaged every day and I pretty much did 

everything I wanted to do you know with the great dividend being the Assault 
Weapons Bill The AIDS stuff was quite satisfying Quite satisfying because 
we acted so quickly and decisively and it was thrilling to be involved with 
doing something that you knew would save lives That s the same sensation 
you get with a gun bill But in the district and around this town I think I even 
with a substantial setback established myself and then really reestablished 
myself with LEARN as a public leader 

YATES Knowing what you know now and your experience in the legislature what if 
anything would have helped you m office 9 I m thinking when you first ran 
you had a certain expenence professionally educationally Was there anything 
that would have helped you or benefited you going into office 9 



ROOS Not a thing I m sure there s a thousand things but nothing really I don t 
think an orientation would have been any better than the onentation I got 
which was The red is no the green button is yes Here is the analysis Look 
to your seatmate to maybe give you a quick and dirty on their experience or 
listen and learn So no 

Like this whole area of ethics that s why I really I mean if you don t 
have it going m there isn t going to be a lesson plan that says Oh yeah that s 
right I shouldn t lie to people You know Help me on that one You ve 
lived a life of I think the youngest elected official probably has been m the 
state legislature twenty six or so In twenty six years you didn t learn that 
one'? Do not steal Oh OK So in the ethics area particularly 

In the area of policy making I think that s what the crime of term limits 
happens to be 

YATES That s my next question what about now 7 What do you think you need now m 
order to be able to go in 

ROOS Well you have what the law can t give you you need time It doesn t matter 
how smart you are you need time to make the rookie mistakes just as surely as 
anybody going into the big leagues of basketball or baseball or golf make 
mistakes And you learn from those mistakes and you become seasoned and 
you become more and more inquiring about peripheral things like What are 
the rules on this particular thing 7 

You see I believe there s very few incentives to read the rules when you re 
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first elected After a year there s a high incentive for reading the rules 
because you can get hurt by not knowing them in terms of your legislative 
agenda or in terms of staff in your district office It s really good to know what 
the budget is as opposed to just mocking or reflecting what you see other 
people have 

Expenence is by far in the legislature I mean the framers really had it 
right It summons a diversity in this country beyond belief You have the 
brightest pennies you have the dumbest people you have people with 
wonderful personalities you have people with the personalities I would 
suspect of a Jeffrey Dahmer and everything in between You have farmers 
you have industrialists You have people who have come Their family was 
on welfare and they figured out a way to bootstrap themselves up and get m a 
position and get elected It s really an amazing amazing collection of people 
and it all comes together or it all falls apart 

But it really is the expenence of having to repetitively deal with you and 
finally figuring out what makes Susan tick in terms of being open to an idea 
where her caucus has basically conditioned her to think We 11 never accept 
any idea under this rubnc and personalities that are very very difficult to read 
and to deal with and how to finally comfortably do it And again that s all a 
function of time and reflection I mean there are because of the very broad 
frame that I cast on people who I served with it does require if you re going to 
grow you have to be a little bit reflective or otherwise you re just doing the 
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same thing over and over and for those people term limits is probably a good 
idea because they re never going to be anything other than a cog that when 
good things happen they really aren t quite sure how it happened or why 
YATES Let me ask you one other question which you ve actually I think covered 

slightly but maybe you could expand on it a little bit and it s the impact on the 
legislators families as well as the legislators themselves How do you see 
being a legislator and trying to have a family life a personal life'? Can they 
ever come together or is it always a challenge 9 
ROOS Yes Yes and for anybody to tiptoe around that is just foolish First and 

foremost I was raised a Catholic and nothing ever gave me the sensation of 
what I thought it would probably be like to be a parish priest than to be a 
legislator and that s really the way that I thought about my job It was like the 
district came first Now if it meant missing my daughter s birthday party no 
I m not going to do that But anything not far below that line you re going to 
do If it s Sunday and there were plans well I ve got to run by and just take a 
resolution to this family so we 11 just put off by a half hour or an hour what we 
were going to do So that stuff is very very real 

And then there s nothing worse than distance in a relationship even though 
you re talking on the phone There s just a disparity about the excitement of 
the life in Sacramento with the counterpart bemg a certain amount of 
burdensomeness doing the same routine but with added family responsibilities 
with younger kids m many cases most cases where you don t have another 



418 


parent to bounce off of or to bounce the You know that s tough And not 
to recognize it is just being ostrich like 

On the other hand look who suffers when somebody makes the first 
commitment to their family and they move lock stock and barrel to 
Sacramento You can t get an appointment with the member except maybe 
once a month and that s wrong And I think that s what fuels a frustration that 
people have with government No one really if they have a burning desire and 
they ve never asked before wants to really meet with the chief of staff m the 
district or the deputy chief of staff or the deputy or the assistant They would 
like to see the person that they voted for 

And that really was the That was where I cast my vote I was here 
every Friday every weekend I never lingered beyond an hour after the gavel 
fell m Sacramento I was always back inLA and always You know 
schedule as many people signing every letter to anybody who Constituent 
And that s the way I chose to do it Well guess what 7 There was a lot of 
personal misery m that for more than just me 
YATES Yes it s not a nme to five job 

ROOS It s not a nine to five job In fact I used to list my home phone number when I 
was m the legislature and every now and then you d get a call But to tell you 
how idealistic I was in terms of trying to create this relationship [I] would say 
Look Call me at my office but my home phone s listed Give me a call 
Thank goodness I never had to change my number because of the volume of 
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calls You d get one every now and then and it was fine 
I m surprised actually you didn t get more 

I am too only because when somebody would say Well you know I have a 
hard time talking to you or I have a hard time seeing you I said My 
phone s listed in the book 

Well let me shift here agam You were talking about Jesse Unruh and his 
legacy and you were talking about him on a much more personal level 
Yes 

Of course there are certain things that he left For example the whole idea of a 
full time legislature winch term limits has now sort of turned on its head to a 
certain extent 
Yes 

But talk about Willie Brown as leader as the speaker I know you ve spent 
time talking about your working with him and you have talked about him but 
maybe you can kind of look at the whole picture and his role as speaker 
Assess his role 

Well first of all a reflective individual one of the most gifted speakers and 
deal makers legislators I ve ever ever run across who learned mightily from 
his bad experience which was losing the speakership in 1974 I only saw Leo 
McCarthy as speaker up close I didn t know Unruh but I think that Unruh had 
a real impact oil Willie and was a close counselor to Willie particularly m the 
early days of the speakership I don t think that Willie really did much without 
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consulting Jesse Unruh and Bob Moretti who was still alive at the time 

What Willie did was manage to keep his ego which fills a room while still 
being subservient and accessible to his members The membership was 
everything Maxine Waters and I used to always chide him saying You 
know you treat your enemies much better than you treat your friends And it 
was true in a lot of ways He would yell at me yell at Maxme but he would 
treat any number of people with this wonderfully congemal coaxing and 
solicitous and gentle and polite 

But just the master of the deal I ve never seen anybody who can quickly 
get to the deal point as he does and sell it Smartest guy I ve ever seen in 
terms of again understanding the idiosyncrasies of his membership and 
knowing how to get them vote by vote With some people it would be How 
can I make them laugh 9 How can I joke them into supporting this 9 Because 
they know how important it is to me and I m going to make them laugh and 
ultimately say OK for you Willie 111 do it To the other people who are 
the tough taskmasters who have bought the arguments on the other side so 
how can he come up with the arguments that are going to prevail over the 
arguments that they ve initially bought into just really something to see 
because that s hard work 

I have seen him spend [time] with compete utter selflessness with people 
who you really wouldn t want to spend about ten minutes with because they re 
either so dumb or they are so knee jerk in terms of their reactions to stuff and 
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walk them through and ultimately sell them on the basis of the merit of the 
proposal He was just fantastic that way 

YATES There were several points dunng his tenure and I guess I m also thinking of 
beyond when you were in office when his speakership was challenged—his 
role as speaker How do you think he was able to retain the speakership for that 
long 9 

ROOS Hard work and luck You know the record had been Unruh s at six years plus 
and you know what Willie served ten 9 It was maybe eleven or twelve And 
he did it because you talk about a twenty four hour a day guy I mean he was 
out m the street every mght he was in his office always early eight o clock 
and just alv ays working and thinking 

When the real challenge came the Gang of Five I knew that he had two to 
three Republicans m his pocket but I also knew and I told him this I said 
You know if there ever is a motion and a second to vacate the chair and the 
votes go on the board I know those three are not going to vote but they aren t 
going to be able to sustain that for long because this is the Republican Party 
and they will start beating the holy daylights out of them and beat them into 
submission or they 11 take their seat away And he knew that 

So the luck was—and this is a temble thing to say but I m talking about it 
from Willie Brown s—was Richard Longshore dying on the day that 
apparently there was going to be the first vote on vacation of the chair and he 
died the mght before And that is really divine intervention And again God 
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bless Dick Longshore but that just absolutely evaporated that assault on his 
speakership And really there were never any other things beyond that I mean 
that was the ball game 

But on the other hand Not on the other hand but to elaborate just a 
quick bit there is no speaker who on any given day doesn t have a huge 
number of the members angry at them Angry enough to coalesce around Mike 
Roos Frank Vicencia Maxine Waters 9 No That s the point They re mad 
but they aren t going to act on it Some would act on it but they probably 
wouldn t be able to agree upon Well who s the suitable replacement 9 
Tying into the caucus now the caucus is supposed to vote as a whole on a 
position 9 Like everybody s supposed to get into line on a particular piece of 
legislation 9 

Well a lot of that s myth You try to do that 

Yes So talk about that because I m thinking also about his ability When 
you think of the number of people if there s a majority of Democrats 
Well the best one is when there s a Democratic governor and the budget and 
so you want to deliver for your governor the budget that basically you ve 
designed and so the last thing you need are a couple of Democrats not voting 
on the budget because your mam task is and the difficulty is getting the 
Republicans necessary to get to 54 

And so those were always very Anytime the caucus was moving 
toward support of the speaker or support of an idea that was genuinely a 
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Democratic policy initiative it s just tough to do And sometimes if it gets a 
little edgy m reverse let s say the Republicans had a bill on presumption of 
guilt for people who had been convicted of sexual assault on a minor You may 
let one or two Democrats vote for it if they were in marginal districts if you 
could preserve the defeat So you re always judging the issue the number 
required and making the arguments to those people who have no business not 
supporting the wish of the Speaker at that particular moment 

But those things are very few and far between Most of the time it s 
laissez faire You talk about a lot of things Toward the end of session there s 
caucuses every three hours it seems and we always had a caucus every I 
think Tuesday at lunch just to talk about where we are what s coming up 
what are problem areas to let people just talk about frustrations that they had 
YATES Early on we were talking about your role as majority leader and the 

differences between for example the relationship between McCarthy and 
Berman 

ROOS Right 

YATES And then Willie comes m Willie Brown conies in and he has his own way of 
doing things 
ROOS Right 

YATES And you re learning I m sure he s learning too 

ROOS Absolutely That s why I made that Unruh comment And Moretti 

YATES Yes that he was m communication with them 
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YATES So what I m trying to get is a sense of those relationships the speaker the 

majority leader and also the speaker pro tempore over time Does it change 9 
If it does how does it change 9 
ROOS Does what change 9 

YATES The relationships and the roles of the individuals especially as you move from 
majority leader to this other position 

ROOS Yes As I told you I don t think I was that good of a majority leader whatever 
that means I think I was a fantastic speaker pro tempore 
YATES I m not criticizing I m just saying what changed 

ROOS No no no no No I know That s what I m trying to That s where I m 
trying to go I m trying to say to you the titles meant nothing at the end of the 
day It s the force of your personality and your relationship with other 
members and particularly the speaker 
YATES I m sorry Let me turn this over 
[End Tape 10 Side A] 

[Begin Tape 10 Side B] 

YATES OK We were talking about the dynamics the relationships of those people in 
that Willie Brown majority leader speaker pro tempore what changes evolve 
happens through the eighties 

Yes I think most people s behavior is terribly influenced by structure so most 
people play within the bounds of their title chainnan of Health [Committee] 


ROOS 
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chairman of Appropriations [Committee] And what I took away is that the 
title s irrelevant You can virtually do what you want to do you know with 
some limitations But if you can put together coalitions of Republicans and 
Democrats around policy there s nothing to stop you from doing that if it s in 
an area far afield from your given title Now it d be dumb not to work with the 
chairman and you know let the speaker m on what you re doing but that was 
really kind of the framework that Willie tried to The culture that he tried to 
create which was one of adventure and creativity And I don t think many 
people listened hard to get that I m not even sure I did but I began to 
understand it 

YATES Anything else to add about Willie Brown s abilities or strategies or ways that 
he functioned as speaker 7 

ROOS Just really I think the one thing that constantly impresses me is that somehow 
and maybe it s because of the way that many books are wntten it s almost like 
real leaders go into the tent walk around the block consider everything and 
then make the decision And of course we know from history a lot of those 
decisions are just plain god awful wrong And Willie would make the decision 
but god in a variety of ways he would have fascinating conversations with 
practically everyone You wouldn t know that he s necessarily having a 
conversation asking for what would you do but he listened very well and he 
was extremely clever in terms of getting people to talk about something where 
he was more mterested m the oblique side of that rather than the direct part of 
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the conversation 

And he was just one of the greatest consensus builders I ve ever seen 
because of that talent of leading making the decisive decision but drawing 
together all of these pieces that made the decision a far more solid decision a 
far more lasting decision and you had a majority of people absolutely 
supporting it because they saw reflected m that decision the stuff that they 
cared about or stuff that they had contributed to without even thinking that 
there was a direct relationship between what they were thinking about this and 
the ultimate conclusion or recommendation 

YATES Let me shift now to George Deukmejian and his role as governor and his legacy 
as governor How do you see that or what s your perspective on that since 
your time comcides with his whole tenure 9 

ROOS Interestingly since Tom Bradley is dead I really do wonder and probably have 
in the wonderment the answer to my satisfaction I m not so sure there would 
have been hardly any difference between a Tom Bradley administration and a 
George Deukmejian administration except one would have leaned more toward 
benefit of the doubt for the presumption of innocence if you will But other 
than that I think they would have been fairly bland non challenging governors 
You know again I can never ever talk about George Deukmejian without 
saying the most remarkable thing he did was sign that Assault Weapons Act 
That was really really in its own way an unbelievably courageous thing for 
him to do coming from where he comes from philosophically and the people 
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perceived to support him and where they come from philosophically So that 
was an amazing thing 

But beyond that you could truly reduce his administration to an excitement 
and a clarion call We need to build more prisons and hardly anything m 
between I mean it was just playing it right down the middle and augmenting 
the University of California by a modest amount or augmenting the commumty 
colleges or augmenting the health budget Just no clear vision or dramatic 
vision about Let s steer California a different way It really is It reminds 
me And I ve been in this myself where you re the president of a nonprofit 
or of a commission and the commission rotates every year the presidency 
Well your job pretty much is just keep the ship moving ahead Don t have any 
accidents 

And I think that that s really been the unfortunate stewardship of 
Deukmejian and Gray Davis Arnold [Schwarzenegger] is too young I think 
Pete Wilson tried to do some different stuff Jerry Brown clearly talked about 
different stuff in an exciting way I just think about how everyone scoffed and 
derided him with the idea of our launching our own satellite Well think about 
it What if we had our own communication satellite 9 You know We might be 
rolling m dough That might be the difference between IOU and A OK 

That was my best example I mean George Deukmejian we had that big 
surplus and that s the term that he used We went from IOU to A OK So 
what does he do 9 We owe a billion dollars in surplus and he doles it out in 
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thirty dollar checks to the citizens of California How wrong can that possibly 
be 9 It s just insane And it has nothing to do with government trying to take as 
much tax money but you had taxes already paid you have a surplus it s a 
good year Either invest m something because you have been burning for the 
idea to invest in something when you have a bountiful year and he didn t do it 
And I think that that pretty much symbolized his administration and as I said I 
wouldn t be surprised Tom Bradley wouldn t have done that but Gray 
Davis sure would have in my opinion 

YATES OK I m thinking you just reminded me of something I wanted to ask you 

about which is in talking about a surplus of course and then we get into the 
1990s and 
ROOS I was gone 

YATES [Laughter] But this all ties back I think or I want you to tie it back into Prop 
13 winch is not the beginning of the tax reform movement but it s a successful 
effort from years 

ROOS No it had the same impact at the time Clearly it was the gun bill for property 
taxes or for taxation generally There would have been no Mello Roos without 
Prop 13 because there would have been no need for one 
YATES So talk about the legacy of that the impact of that and talk about revenues and 
You know it s had a significant impact on how tlnngs function 
ROOS Yes it had a terrible impact It had a very It was needed The legislature 
was too slow on the draw but I had just come out of local government and I 
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saw the anger and it was beyond anything I d ever seen You know I get 
elected in 77 so I see this perfect storm happening with the legislature 
paralyzed between the senate and the assembly coming up with a deal I think 
Willie would have made a deal with Roberti but Jim Mills and McCarthy that 
was the perfect storm of inability until the last minute came and it was too little 
too late 

The consequences are manifold Again it was a good thing if you could 
time freeze 1978 for all homeowners Great thing It was bad for government 
but government could adjust In the adjustment though a lot of things 
happened that have terrible consequences The first one that I saw first hand is 
school boards are a joke There s only one school board and that s the state 
legislature and the governor I mean all these people do is basically rubber 
stamp momes that are sent down from Sacramento and without the money you 
really have no ability m my opinion to move a district to dramatically meet the 
unique interests of your kids in those school districts 

The second thing that it did was here we are twenty six years later and on 
my block for the same service if you were living next door and had just 
bought your home you may be paying three to four times more for those same 
services that I do Well that s just crazy 

Thirdly renters got no benefit at all None They get none of the past 
three benefits of people who have owned those apartments since 1978 
Commercial properties How crazy is that that there is a way to resell them or 
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transfer title where it doesn t trigger reassessment or if it does it s been ten 
years at a well reduced rate for the services that they benefit from And you 
can really just go on and on and on 

So it truly is like term limits and many many other Things have to be 
reexamined and that s one that just begs for reexamination But everybody 
I mean that s the thing Term limits became a sacred cow passing by less 
than 1 percent Prop 13 passed by an enormous I think it was over 70 
percent Well both of them became sacred icons 
YATES And there have been challenges but nothing has ever 
ROOS And most of them are legal rather than legislative But again I think it s a 

hand in glove thing If Roberti were still in the legislature or Roos or 
Pick it Maxine Frank Hill Ken Maddy There may be because of the 
seasoning the attempt to really look at it from a real public policy point of 
view But there s no incentive Who would want to risk going out as the guy 
who failed on trying to first of all amend Proposition 13 and failed and was 
you know hounded by every taxpayer group m the state? Even though the 
taxpayer groups seem to be advocating truly for a dying breed of people those 
people who immediately benefited and have held their properties for those 
twenty five six years 

YATES I can t remember if I mentioned this to you before There was a symposium at 
the Huntington [Library] to revisit Proposition 13 and the history of Prop 13 
and they had a number of people from different viewpoints One was Joel Fox 
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ROOS Sure 

YATES who represented the Jarvis Taxpayers Association Alexander Pope was 
there [Edmund D ] Ed Edelman You know a number of people who 
And everybody seemed to agree that it was time to revisit Prop 13 
ROOS Yes Unfortunately none of them are elected to anything 
YATES [Laughter] Exactly So the question is whether—again this is predicting—but 
whether there s a viable forum to revisit Prop 13 
ROOS Well I think you re going to have a split role before you m November where 
commercial property is assessed more vigorously But other than that I don t 

YATES It s still sacred 

ROOS Yes Sacred and again I think there s a different incentive plan for people who 
are elected today than when there were no term limits 
YATES Another area to talk about is the initiative process I know we 11 come to your 
work and role actually with Prop 10 1 later but as a legislator your experience 
what you saw especially since you come m right before Prop 13 Talk about 
the role of the initiative process or the initiative in the political process as a 
public policy form—another route I m trying to spit out here Talk about what 
you ve seen or the role it plays over the time that you were m office 

1 Proposition 10 (November 1998) state and county early childhood development 
programs additional tobacco surtax 
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I love the imitative Not that I always have I think I probably would have 
been one where I would have voted for a measure that would have required an 
initiative proponent to move it past the legislative committee before it went to 
ballot for comment and 

That s different than the indirect initiative or is that along 
No it s a little different I mean this would be more advisory 
OK So that seemed to be a good idea to you 

Yes when I was there and I just bought the common notion that well this is 
bad The fact that it s bad to somebody sitting m the legislature is because it s 
an absolute threat to the legislative body from the standpoint of well why 
aren t you doing your job 7 Is it misused 7 That s in the eye of the beholder 
For every one I can tell you that was temble there s three that 111 tell you were 
beneficial 

The fact remains that far more go down m flames than are passed You 
need an awful lot of support If you re one of the [Sam] Walton heirs you 
don t need a lot of support You can usually get people to sign virtually 
anything from the standing of they don t read it They may look at the title and 
summary and somebody is explaining over that reading process so you hear 
good things This is a law to reduce your taxes This is a law to get early 
childhood programs in place and just tax cigarette smokers Oh yeah 111 sign 
that I m not a smoker 


So it s easy if you have a million three to quality an initiative It becomes 
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ever more difficult when that stimulates opposition to get that initiative passed 
The odds are against your getting it passed It s got to be a very very good 
policy thing and the legislature always has the ability to move m and cut it off 
at the knees by passing something that passes for what the initiative basically 
does So it s not as dangerous as many pundits would want you to believe It is 
a way of venting the frustration and hostility that a public may have for an 
inactive legislative body 

I m glad it s m place I m glad the recall and referendum are in place 
They were excellent reform measures and you really have to be aggressively in 
pursuit burning with an ambition to do something differently than what s being 
done to see that process through It is a horrendous process Very difficult 
YATES Of course times have changed since the whole concept of the ability to have an 
initiative recall etc was created 
ROOS Yes 

YATES Do you have thoughts on whether the requirements the procedures for for 
example getting an initiative on the ballot should be changed 7 
ROOS Not really I would look at any change but I don t think it needs to be changed 
any more than campaign finance laws that give a tremendous advantage to the 
multimillionaire seeking office versus the person who has to labor under in this 
city a thousand dollars at a time to run for mayor five hundred dollars a person 
at city council Those are excruciatingly difficult for a media market like this 
and yet we don t think twice about requmng it to do and we don t really say 
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Oh you know so and so is a multimillionaire They re going to just fill the 
airwaves with their commercials with a certain amount of ease and 
confidence 

And so I feel that way about the initiative Usually—usually—it s 
somebody that has a fairly good grabbing idea and that gets the signatures 
Then they have to actually prove it s a grabbing good idea and that s tough 
YATES That s where money can come into play 9 

ROOS For sure But Prop 10 formstance we spent nine the tobacco spent forty 
million dollars That s kind of an impressive lopsided And we won 
YATES That is The press That s another area I just wanted to touch on again You 
of course talked about the press in terms of the legislation earned the new 
cities bill and also with regard to the coverage with the Mon arty case But I 
want you to talk about it maybe as a whole again and looking at the role of the 
press from the time you came in until you left either m a positive light or 
negative light What changed 9 

ROOS Well what changed are a couple of things One is that entertainment news 

became more interesting than political news m terms of ratings dnves and that 
went hand m glove I think with the expansion from three channels to a couple 
hundred channels So you had a corporate mentality on news state and local 
you had much more aggressive competition and so the first thing you cut are 
the superfluous things Why do we have somebody living full time in 
Sacramento costing us a fortune shootmg a bunch of stuff that people would 
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much rather see whether Liza [Minnelli] and David Gest are going to get back 
together again or you know who Julia Roberts next is going to marry and that 
doesn t cost us hardly anything at all We just sit outside of these parties and 
film them and ask them a bunch of mane questions and fill a show that way 

The second thing was celebrity When reporters start seeing the chance to 
host their own show or to become stones themselves that may lead to a book it 
does slant a little bit I think their mindset about what their job is 

You know I remember this guy he was just a terrible terrible person He 
was a television reporter held a bunch of jobs the last one kind of being m the 
very early days of tabloid TV but he invented tabloid in one of the local 
stations and would be in the lounge and running stones on the legislators had 
these free ice cream bars or following a member of the legislature who is really 
just a Mormon upstanding guy who went to Utah for like a Mormon 
conference but he took his state car with his family out of state which I guess 
was some violation of rule and ultimately lost his election But this guy was 
no more of a reporter than he was a circus barker You know Come and see 
the circus as I see the circus 

You know that just became du jour with news media who were always the 
most senous the most knowledgeable the most reliable m terms of trying to 
get something that is a depiction of what s going on It started to influence 
them too of where the investigative stuff would be far more rewarding on a 
personal basis and on a claim basis than a solid story Politics is hard to cover 
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because there is so much that goes on behind closed doors even though if you 
know what you re doing you can get anybody to talk Just by editorial on the 
Kennedy assassination because I ve seen how easy it is for people to talk after 
they ve pledged total allegiance to We aren t going to say anything I just 
always have believed that Harvey Oswald acted alone because it s just too 
lucrative if you knew really knew to talk You know when you re dying of 
cancer and you say This is the way it really happened 

But in the mam it clearly is a fundamental aspect of the way that 
democracy works both good and bad I want to tell you for every story that I 
have about oh you know I really believe at some point there was a movement 
from dispassionate reporting to We re going to get this guy there are five 
stones where they really boosted the level And again the Assault Weapons 
Bill would have never been successful had not the media helping me dnve the 
story 

Well that was another question I had 
and the AIDS 

Are there ways that you can utilize the press that will help actually 7 
Sure Absolutely In AIDS m the Assault Weapons Bill You know new 
cities got a lot of publicity In the mam it turned negative because of again 
local government s absolute insistence that this was a deprivation or a 
replacement of their police power No that s what I am saying The contrast 
between yesterday and now is that when I was in the assembly I used to really 
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work the local press m concern with [James K ] Jim Hahn in concert with John 
Ferraro Tom Bradley on occasions other councilmen And I would be 
covered Practically every press conference I had coverage and I had a lot of 
press conferences Now I think that if anybody called one they d be lucky to 
get a radio station 

Any distinctions in how the legislature Not just the legislature 

Well let me just add one other thing 

Sure 

I think the full proof if anybody who s reading this or listening to this doubts 
it all you ve got to do is turn on the Sunday news the news shows whether it s 
[George] Stephanoupolis whether it s [Tim] Russert less so Russert but still 
it used to be the reporters would identify themselves at the beginning of the 
show and it was all about the guests that they had Now half of the show is a 
reporters roundtable The reporters are the stars And that s how news has 
shifted that way at least in political reportage 

Any distinction between coverage—I m thinking of the print media again—of 
the L A Times versus the Sacramento Bee for example 7 
No not really The Bee is far more of a journal of what s going on day to day 
If you really want to know what s going on in Sacramento subscribe to the 
Bee not to the L A Times But the reporters the quality of reporters with the 
L A Times is just excellent I just don t know how the negotiation for space 


goes because I see less and less of what s going on in Sacramento 
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YATES Right now 
ROOS Yes 
YATES Yes 
ROOS Sure 

YATES So you feel it was the same way when you were in office too? 

ROOS Yes You had more stuff I thought about Sacramento in the local paper but 
now they re trying to do more Orange County stuff Obviously they have a big 
stake there 

YATES So those were my main questions to ask you 

ROOS They re doing a lot more crime than I remember their doing 

YATES The LA Times is? 

ROOS Yes 

YATES Well those were the mam things I wanted to talk to you about Oh oh one 

other thing How could I forget? Also your observations about the Democratic 
Party That s sort of a broad question but I m thinking about what you ve seen 
happen or change again m the time that you were m office and even till now 
Any thoughts about the role of the party m the state? 

ROOS Yes The role has changed I really laugh at the idea that there s a Democratic 
Party I think the Democratic Party really is everybody but a Republican 
Republicans are a real party They can enforce their rules they can sanction 
their membership they can do all kinds of stuff And Democrats really can t 
do that It is truly one house with many many many many hundreds of 
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rooms and there is no headmaster that can keep that house m order if it decides 
to split apart 

On the other hand the party has assumed because of campaign finance 
laws much more of a responsibility for being a player or a factor in the 
statewide races statewide meaning district elections are truly statewide 
elections 

YATES So why do you think that is 9 

ROOS Well because now you can t I used to be able to send a candidate 
$100 000 if I wanted to I can t do that now 

YATES Yes you did talk about 

ROOS Yes the limitations on transfers just the inability to You can still raise as 
leader or as a member I think a respectable amount of money You ve got to 
use it for yourself or give it to the Or have them write the checks to the 
party The party is a perfect substitute which is why again I laugh at a lot of 
these ethics reforms because again I think they tend to create more trip wires 
while doing nothing about the flow of money because water seeks its own 
level Money is going to find a way As long as advertising postage mail and 
all the other stuff you have to do as a candidate remains unregulated there will 
be a way for money to get in there that does not violate law because it s a 
constitutional right my ability to support you without communicating with you 
that you re telling me what I m going to say And so that s what the party has 


become on both sides 
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YATES The Republican Party too 9 
ROOS Absolutely 

YATES Even though you said that the Republican Party is more 
ROOS Well yes I think they always were in place They re real guys 
YATES They re real guys 9 [Laughter] 

ROOS Yes 

YATES In a way that fits historically that they ve been organized in a different way 
than the Democrats have 

ROOS Yes I mean people who call themselves Republican you may see a little bit 
of splitting m California but they toe the line They re buying in for the long 
run and even if it s your brother or mother who they want to off they re m 
YATES OK Well it s about ten of noon and I think we re getting near the end—one 
more [session] You ve been very generous with your time 


[End Tape 10 SideB] 
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[Session 11 April 15 2004] 

[Begin Tape 11 Side A] 

YATES So we re going to wrap it up today We have till about 1130 so a little over an 
hour So what I wanted to do is we 11 Well let me back up for a second 
Last time we talked about your leaving the legislature and going to LEARN I 
want to at least touch on LEARN As I was saying before we started taping 
that we won t do justice to it because I m sure you could spend hours talking 
just about that but at least touch on some key elements of it Then I want to 
make sure we have enough time to talk about Prop 10 the initiative that passed 
m 1998 So does that sound like a good plan to you 9 

ROOS Excellent plan Yes 

YATES OK So at least talk about LEARN and the goals of LEARN because basically 
you come in and head up this organization that s new and it s a new effort So 
talk about what you were going to have to do and the challenges light at the 
beginning 

ROOS Well it was going to be a great vehicle for me to run for mayor of the city of 
L A That s the way I looked at it and I was fairly candid with my future 
employers that I had not ruled out the idea of seeking political office again 
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What impressed me was when Dick Riordan reached out to me and that 
led to a meeting with Helen [F ] Bernstein the dynamic president of the United 
Teachers of Los Angeles [Robert E ] Bob Wycoff who was the president of 
ARCO Roy [A ] Anderson the chairman emeritus of Lockheed [Corporation] 
John [W ] Mack the head of the Urban League [Los Angeles] [Phillip L ] Phil 
Williams the vice chairman at Times Mirror—you know what I saw an 
unbelievable opportunity It wasn t a group of white guys basically deciding 
that all public education really needed to raise achievement would be to get nd 
of the union This was a diverse group of people who putatively represented 
the vast diversity of Los Angeles and I thought in that vein this could really be 
a very powerful coalition to get something done 

Now my knowledge on public school reform and public school 
performance you know was very very limited and I thought well if it were 
shown elsewhere that just putting kids m uniforms raised achievement surely 
we could do that So m other words I saw the possibly of getting something 
done that would reengage the community to think All these schools are 
changing for the better and that usually creates a change m attitude with 
respect to people s view and consequent participation with their children 
YATES So it sounds like your role was really to bring different groups together and 
land of catalyze things 

ROOS Make a policy yes Catalyze things That s exactly what the CEO was 

supposed to do Now the great thing is is that Helen Bernstein was just a 
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remarkable remarkable talented woman who had no upper limit on that talent 
and she quickly became my tutor with respect to being able to step outside her 
advocacy role as president of probably the largest teachers union in the 
country and really help me get my arms around what the contemporary thought 
was about the problem and some of the remedies And to that end you know 
flew me to Rochester New York where Adam Urbanski kind of her guru and 
just a remarkably effective union leader had begun to turn Rochester around 

There s a guy Phil Schlesmger who had done great work in Kentucky 
There were a couple of things that I read but just listening and listening and 
meetmg other people who had on their agenda the change whole school 
change really helped me move from uniforms to a more robust view of what 
needed to be done 

So I thought about this a lot and the board had pretty much done a 
template of areas that they thought if manipulated would bring about 
institutional change and that would be governance at the school site and within 
the district assessment and accountability How do you assess kids 7 How do 
you hold people accountable for the results 7 Parental involvement Social 
services at the school site meaning that with so many disadvantaged kids 
before the poverty line that dental It s hard to learn when your teeth are 
killing you because you haven t seen a dentist and your mouth is rotting with 
cavities And the whole question of violent parents or parents who don t 
participate There were a lot of reasons for this 
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Professional development In other words how do you take a school 
community and really bnng valuated education to educators and 
administrators 9 In school the word transition it begs the question of is 
everybody m this community college bound or isn t there also nobility m 
being able to graduate from high school with the option of going to college if 
that s your path but also being able to go right into a profession 9 

And finally the whole question that motivates so much of the debate in 
L A in the early 2000s and that is housing building new schools That was 
the seventh area 

So that was the template Then it was a question of how do you flesh this 
out 9 Well I was always pretty much a Jeffersonian I don t believe that those 
twelve people ought to read the books and get the fine theories and just say 
This is the approach and get the [Los Angeles Unified] School [District] 
Board [of Education] to adopt it 

So what I really tried to do was bnng together almost like a legislative 
committee structure under each one of those categones or under those rubnc 
people m the community who were leaders of orgamzations that had anything 
to do with public education whether it was Mothers of Watts to the Jumor 
Chamber of Commerce to get them to select an area of interest We would put 
together like a bill upon introduction hi other words we would submit 
something to them and then they would mark it up And when the dust settled 
I had literally orgamzed over six hundred people representmg major 
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organizations or minor organizations Organizations They for six months 
argued debated amended and ultimately came together as a consensus for the 
adoption ot this plan and it was really quite remarkable 

YATES Yes what an undertaking 

ROOS It was an amazing undertaking and it was complicated by the fact that we had 
the [Rodney King] riots right as we were beginning to launch Now in a way it 
worked to our benefit because I was able to say that this even gives more 
impetus because really this is a city within a city You know one is founded 
upon ignorance and poverty it s bad it s getting worse and we ve got to do 
better And this was a vehicle for making people feel like we could come out 
of these ashes with a positive notion about how to change schools everywhere 
m Los Angeles but particularly in the most dire neighborhoods So that 
worked to our advantage 

But on every committee there were leaders from the teachers umon 
leaders from the district leaders from the principals union leaders from the 
SEIU [Service Employees International Union], leaders from the CSEA 
[California State Employees Association], but also real living breathing 
passionate people who again they may be head of the Chamber of Commerce 
or they may be head of the Constitutional Rights Foundation but they lived in 
this community they desperately cared about the quality of public education 
and they wanted to help find an answer And they sat there endlessly because it 
was a rigorous schedule and when I think about it it s just amazing to me that 
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people would show up having full time jobs and responsibilities at their level 
and they did it 

The one thing that I m impressed with that s contemporary to our 
conversation is the deadline in Iraq for turning over power and everybody 
saying You have to extend the deadline We aren t ready They won t be 
ready The smartest thing I ever did based upon my legislative expenence is 
that I said By the end of June we are through We will take what we have 
consensus on and everything else will just sit on the sidelines for another day 
And people The closer we got the angrier they got We need more time 
We aren t ready And I never yielded on the deadline 
YATES And when you say deadline so what year is this 7 You come m m 91 
ROOS That s correct so this is 1992 
YATES June of 92 
ROOS Right And we never blinked 
YATES So just about a year then 

ROOS That s right Well yes and the first year was putting together these best 
practices documents which were very very difficult to do 
YATES And when I say your own thinking when you actually come on board 
ROOS Yes I started in March of 91 and really it took a while to get these seven 

rubric areas then I had to find consultants who would help put it together and 
wnte the documents We were simultaneously recruiting all these people 
YATES Now you just mentioned about the mayor s race and of course in a previous 
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session you talked about the raising of funds etc 

ROOS Right and the fact that this new campaign reform had passed which basically 
limited all candidates to raising money a thousand dollars at a time with a 
spending cap 

YATES So how did you finally come to the decision ultimately that you weren t going 
to run 9 

ROOS Well really DickRiordan once I got ensconced in the job and 

YATES And he s on the board 

ROOS Yes And I mean I must tell you that m all modesty I think I looked like a 
leader I was really pulling these people together I was getting them up to a 
level they believed They were believing we could do something And so he 
would call me like every other week Are you running for mayor 9 I said 
Dick I ve got to tell you I really am not thinking about it I m thinking about 
this full time And finally about the third or fourth time I said Do you have 
a minute 9 Let me come over He was right across the street I went over 
And I like to tell the story that I sat there and—quote— talked him into 
running for mayor meaning he ought to be the candidate I d really pretty much 
lost my hunger or my spirit I was fully invested in what I was doing It was 
even a surprise to me that I was so invested m it I know I didn t talk him into 
anything I only took myself out I was only another competitor that he didn t 
have to worry about anymore He had made the decision But I did feel m all 
honesty that Dick would be a provocative and unlikely choice being a 
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Republican but he was such a wonderfully spirited guy about the community 
about children and had that little edge of being an Irish guy who really liked to 
be with people 

Anyway I m glad it worked out the way it worked out because I really do 
believe that anything is possible but I think also that I m a realist and I think 
that I would have been dead meat m that race trying to raise a thousand dollars 
at a time and compete particularly with a guy who had an unlimited 
checkbook Dick I wouldn t have competed with Dick but let s say Dick 
wasn t m the race I still think it would be very very difficult to the point of 
impossibility with the name ID that local counsel and other officials have in the 
city 

Because I guess that there must be That obviously raising money is key to 
everything but there has to be another element why you decide not to run and 
that s why I asked the question 

Yes In summary I mean I was very much into this LEARN project And you 
never know what the force mix is in terms of how much of it is an honest 
appraisal that I would just be kiddmg myself if I hung my banner out as a 
candidate for mayor and I m going around collecting a thousand dollars from 
everybody tnai s known me or met me and meeting new people with the time 
that you have to really put together a campaign 

And I also I have my own standards about self It was a mistake to 
basically tell my I was lucky I got the job after telling my employers that I 
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was thinking about running for mayor because at the time there was literally 

only about a year and a half window 

Yes I was going to say there wasn t much time 

Yes And so I don t want to sound too noble about it but I know that a part of 
it was I mean what am I doing 9 I mean I took this job these people come to 
every meeting they re enthusiastic they re participating We had a full day 
Saturday session You know am I going to do this 9 Am I going to tell them 
Hey I m going to follow my political ambition now that I ve gotten you 
jacked up about school reform and my staff capacity in it 9 No And again 
never regretted it 

It s an important effort obviously and that s not even giving it justification 
It was an important effort number one and it validated another The sense 
of powerfulness that you feel when you re m an elected office cannot be demed 
and can t be underestimated And it was just a great validating point for me to 
be able to be a disciple for anybody who doesn t vote or certainly anybody that 
says This can t be done unless we run a bill or unless we go to court 

How much is available to the ordinary citizen if they hand together and 
really focus on a community issue 9 It s just amazing to me the headway based 
upon a foundation of legitimacy that begins to develop if you start doing your 
work correctly and again involve your worst critics because then they can t 
be on the outside of the tent killing you with They won t let me m It s an 
exclusive club That was the big magic of LEARN We demystified it 
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People would say Well we weren t invited 

I d say Give me the organization you belong to and give me your 
president s name and 111 invite the president 1 e if the president can t come 
and wishes to designate you you 11 be welcome with open arms 

And that s how we grew We originally I think truly I almost lost my 
job m the first four months because the board had pretty much went for my 
concept of like a markup group on all of these issues of drawing from the 
community but they pretty much indicated they only wanted a hundred and by 
the time I got to four hundred the president of ARCO running a vast 
organization said This thmg will just never work It 11 be out of control I 
said It won t be 

YATES Well I hate to jump ahead but let s jump ahead here because I do want to 
make sure we devote enough time to Prop 10 So we re jumping ahead now 
1997 

ROOS Yes 

YATES And talk about how you got involved with what became Prop 10 

ROOS It s a good story Every now and then I think of the story because I remind 
myself that I have original ideas 

So I have to go to Sacramento on a public school conference meetings—I 
can t quite remember But I got up early I had a great room across from the 
Capitol and it was just kind of dawn and you could see the dome and it just 
brought back a bunch of memories 
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Well I tend to when I wake up I turn on the TV Well it was on CNN 
and there was a little bit of a hullabaloo it was a live deal and it was Rob 
Reiner being introduced to talk about early childhood development and a lot of 
the findings that had just come to the fore with scanning devices and brain 
imagery of kids in their early years And that came together with a flow of 
literature about how important the wiring is and what you can do to affect both 
positively and negatively the wiring of a person s brain and how fundamental 
that is in the emotional intellectual development of that child 
So I was really fascinated First of all that Meathead was 
YATES That will follow him forever 

ROOS Forever And that he had a pivotal role m this and these people that he 

introduced were fascinating because all of this was kind of like new It was 
like the AIDS thing new interesting promising and it just stuck with me 
Then I was someplace else three weeks later or a month later and there s 
another one it s another deal Rob Reiner early childhood development same 
stuff but it was good 

Then Tune magazine came out with a cover story on it So I started 
thinking about how significant this was and ironically I mean it really fit with 
what I m trying to do 
YATES Right you re still with LEARN 

ROOS Yes sure and we re making a lot of headway But what a great thing to think 
if we did a better job you know age zero to five which is the period that these 
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theorists were focusing on how ready to learn those kids would be hence 
giving them a greater opportunity curve 

So this stuff was really shaking out too mto kind of a I mean there 
were some very set things you could do So I thought about what if you ran 
that as a bill in the legislature And I said No it cost too much money they d 
never fund it They d fund a little bit of it but they wouldn t fund it at the level 
that it needed to be which means access by all Californians 

So then I d seen a couple of surveys on the tobacco tax and I saw how 
much elasticity there was m that tax And this is way before the state lawsuits 
and the tobacco settlements I mean there hadn t been a whisper about 
anything these people are just money machines the money just keeps flowing 
in and the taxes are so relatively low in California 

So I called up a friend of mine who knew Rob Reiner he set up a meeting 
and the meeting happened to be on my birthday August 6 th 1997 I met with 
him I pitched him the idea I said These things are exciting It s a way to 
really have high impact There s always a chance of losmg and when you re 
taking on big tobacco there s a better than even chance you 11 lose but if you 
don t do something like this believe me you re going to run thin over time 
meaning that to give the same old speeches and to be able to point to the picture 
with the governor of New Jersey [Christine Todd] Christie Whitman or the 
governor of Louisiana or the governor of Texas and nothing s happening 
other than we re going to do our best to try to implement this in our state Why 
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don t you start in your own home state and make something happen 7 He went 
for it 

YATES Because my understanding is he had gone to At the federal level he had 

ROOS Yes nothing was happening Everybody was 

YATES Yes and that settlement on the national level that didn t pan out in terms of the 
settlement with the tobacco companies so that was just totally not in the 
picture 

ROOS That was not in the picture at all because he had tried to get funding at the 
federal government level for the institution of this program And m fact his 
big idol was Howard Dean because Howard Dean actually had been doing 
some stuff in Vermont 

YATES So anyway back to what s going on 

ROOS But there was no I was the first person to raise a funding source and it was 
the tobacco tax 

YATES So you looked at that because when you said there was flexibility there The 
pluses there s flexibility there The downside is there s lots of money 
potentially against you 

ROOS It turned out to be only forty million 

YATES Is that low 7 

ROOS It s huge 

YATES Yes I know it sounds huge 

ROOS It s huge 
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Yon said it so dryly I remember before you said it was forty million to your 
nine 

So anyway so you pitched this to Rob Remer 
Yes and he said I want to do it and I was impressed I was impressed from 
the very beginning because he has a true commitment to this he didn t shrink 
from the idea of I ve got to now soil my hands in the field of politics 
He immersed himself in it 

He really did He immersed himself He pretty much We would polish 
stuff and pitch some ideas but the mam body of that work is his I mean it is 
his The bill constitutes elements of things that he wanted to have happen 
Well I was curious how You know reading the proposition and setting up 
a commission and then at the county 

Right everybody has a county commissioner and then there s the state 
commission 

So where did that structure come from and why that structure 9 
Yes That structure came out of the idea It was a LEARN idea The best 
governance is the governance that s closest to the people who it s serving It 
was our whole idea of the evolution of power and authority and accountability 
to the school site from the central district Let the principals make the decision 
collaborating with the school community with the pnncipal having the ultimate 
authonty and equal accountability for making that decision Same thing about 
the counties with the state being kind of an auditor You know how well are 
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we doing 9 Do we need to shift focus 9 Running some pilot projects and if they 
work splendidly then giving the results of that to the vanous counties who 
might be interested in ramping it up in their county 

YATES So knowing that there are potential big bucks going to be spent on opposing 

this opposition you must have been thinking right from the beginning how you 
were going to deal with that right 9 

ROOS Well no 

YATES No 9 

ROOS No The principal problem in any initiative campaign is getting the required 
signatures 

YATES Of course yes 

ROOS It s costly It s costly But like you know it s over I think our effort cost 
about which was cheap compared to what s going on this year maybe one 
three one two And yet that s a lot of money if you don t have a hundred 
people helping you I mean it was Rob We helped around the edges of this 
campaign firm Forde Mollench that I brought in who I think are by far the 
best campaign technicians in the state had a relationship with Michael 
Huffington They got Michael Huffington in early and a quarter of a million 
dollar contribution That was significant number one because it was real 
money and number two Huffington gave nice balance to Rob Reiner as a co 
chair 

YATES So this is just at the stage of getting the signatures 9 
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Yes Then this was a constitutional amendment you needed over a million 
signatures and we had a terrible terrible ram season and it was skin of the 
teeth time 

Meeting the deadline 9 

Yes So we got it on the ballot and we knew very frankly from our polling 
that it would be very very hard for tobacco to win this There was a great deal 
of sympathy for raising the tobacco tax for this specific purpose and we were 
starting well above 60 percent Now they were able to knock it down to where 
we won by only 51 

It was close I was looking again at the numbers 

Very close I think 300 000 votes or something like that 

Yes this actually says You hear the numbers not that it matters all that 

much 

Oh sure it does 

There are the numbers right there 

One hundred thousand votes One hundred and ten yes So it was very very 
very close 

So yes 50 5 percent and no 49 5 percent 

Right And when we got C Everett Koop to be the principal person m the 
commercial that also was a big predictor of success 
Now at what junction along the way was that 9 

Well when we started actually running the campaign and going up on TV But 
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we had to raise a lot of money for that So Rob did a Herculean job He was a 
great campaigner he was inexhaustible and had a lot of resources that he 
brought into the campaign He virtually raised all that money 
Now when I was reading articles about the proposition—I don t remember 
which one—I noticed something about the opponents the tobacco industry 
basically saying that they didn t actually use the argument which you would 
expect them to which is a regressive tax but that they targeted more this whole 
issue that it was a potential bloated bureaucracy 
Yes 

So just talk a little bit about their strategy m terms of opposing the proposition 
and your response I don t mean you specifically but the pro proposition 
response to it 

Well first of all these campaigns are really interesting from the standpoint of 
both sides does extensive polling to see what the vulnerability of the other side 
is and you have a lot of guesses and people who run polls have even better 
guesses than you do and you test those And bureaucracy is clearly a scare 
word among rank and file voters And this was right because it wasn t like 
this was creating something new and I think most people are suspicious about 
what happens 

On the other hand only 16 percent of the people in the State of California 
smoke so there s not a great deal of sympathy for people who are able to see a 
societal benefit brought about by people who shouldn t be smoking m the first 
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place So we hit the health angle in both ways healthier children and healthier 
individuals from the standpoint of the more they were taxed we do see a dip in 
smokmg and that seemed to prevail We took on big Our negative was 
tobacco people lie They say nicotine s not addictive You have that 
commercial with them before the congressional commission swearing in 
swearing themselves m and 
YATES Again the timing Events nationally helped 
ROOS Right 

YATES Well it is interesting because when I was reading This is what I was 

showing you there s a website that has a database of propositions now and so 
you can type in and it will give you the contents of the proposition 
ROOS Really 

YATES I think it s out of Hastings Law School But anyway I was reading it was 
either there or somewhere else and for the opponents it lists Philip Morns 
[USA] it lists all these tobacco companies and not individuals necessanly So 
I could see how that could really hurt them m a way 
ROOS Right It did indeed But you can see what forty million against nine does 
YATES The numbers were really close 
ROOS Very close 

YATES So in those months leading up nght before the election what was going on or 
how was the campaign handling it 9 

ROOS Well fine We were tracking We were going You know Rob s celebrity 
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was such a boost in terms of getting on all the morning shows in the state you 
know m a state that increasingly didn t really want to ventilate much public 
policy talk So that was a huge advantage The editorial boards doing those 
were m the mam very effective Continuing to rally organizations trying to 
get people to sign on and every time someone significant like the American 
Heart Association or the American Lung Association big press conference So 
we were really playing the free media card as aggressively as we could and I 
think it s probably been the best free media aggressive campaign in recent 
history m the last decade We got a lot of free media 
Because obviously that s where your expenses are 

Plus we had Michael Huffmgton out in the Republican boondocks getting on all 
these talk radio shows It was a very very effective campaign for the resources 
that we had and the teeth of major major resources 

Back to Michael Huffmgton joining m on this I don t think you explamed 

exactly Did the campaign approach him or how did that link 

Yes the people that I hired Ford Mulnck had a relationship with him from his 

Senate campaign Michael is very very terrific guy and a very sensitive man 

and very soft spoken but very direct I mean he knows what he wants and he 

doesn t He knows what he s interested in and he was really interested in 

this He thought this was really great public Groundbreaking public policy 

and he wanted to be a part of it 

So it sounds like that link up was really critical 
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ROOS I think it was You never hear his name again because he shied out of the 

public spotlight but he was indispensable because he gave legitimacy that this 
wasn t some kooky liberal idea 

YATES So it passes barely but it does pass So give your assessment on how it s 
worked out all that you had planned the campaign planned the hopes for it 
How has it turned out 9 

ROOS I think beyond our expectation I mean you have a county commission here 
that basically is going to provide preschool for every kid m this area I think 
that that s amazing if they institutionally pull it together I think there have 
been wonderful breakthroughs m terms of health support for zero to five kids 
and a lot of things that I wouldn t know about because I haven t I know a 
couple of the commissioners and ask about it every now and again but 

YATES Anything else to add about the proposition that I haven t asked you 9 

ROOS No it was just a great I just loved my involvement with it It was a very 

very fun rollercoaster like year 

YATES So let s go back to LEARN at least for a little bit You had talked about 

pulling this coalition together you have this great number of people you give 
them a deadline June of 1992 So what happens m terms of implementing—is 
that the nght word to use— 

ROOS Yes 

YATES what you would come up with at that juncture 9 

ROOS Well we got it done We had a document We had the document written m 
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very specific but high sounding tone or noble tone We took that to the school 
board and they unanimously adopted it 

Then because of the way that we wanted to do this we started recruiting 
schools and the first group of schools was We got twenty four schools 
and we sent them away for two weeks training which was unusual We 
reached out to UCLA and UCLA with Ted Mitchell and [William G ] Bill 
Ouchi from the business school [Anderson School of Management] [Graduate] 
School of Education and Business devised this remarkable cumculum It was 
really something 
For the training 9 

Yes And for two weeks the lead teacher and the principal of each one of those 
schools would stay in a dormitory have breakfast together all of the original 
twenty four I went there the first day with great trepidation and you could 
see that some were saying This is my vacation and I m spending it on this 
At the end of this deal to a person they said this was the best thing that ever 
happened to them in their professional career 

The way that UCLA did it was just perfect perfect perfect These people 
would be studying and staying up until eleven o clock and getting up at seven 
the next morning I mean they really really met the standard that we hoped 
that they would The word spread so that by the time I left in 1999 over half of 
the schools m the LAUSD [Los Angeles Unified School District] had adopted 
the LEARN plan as a method of working 
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We were trying to make our assault on the central district that again paid 
a lot of lip service to the support of LEARN but really didn t But these 
schools some of them were just on fire and you could see turnarounds m 
achievement You could see a school where there was collaboration where 
there was a recognition that perhaps the janitor and the cafeteria worker had 
something to do in the educational process other than picking up gum off the 
sidewalk or serving the chili at lunch And it was really really something 
YATES So once this starts rolling schools start joining I guess is the word that they d 
set the platform of what LEARN has 
ROOS Yes but I think joining is a better [word] 

YATES That s a good word 9 
ROOS Yes 

YATES Your time and energy the focus of LEARN does it continue on that or do you 
target other things as the years go by 9 

ROOS No it s always trying to soften the belly of the beast which was the district 

The district had the capability to accelerate this and to give even fuller support 
to these school communities that really were making a difference to step m in 
some cases and actually remove principals that were just deleterious to that and 
poisomng the environment So those issues were every single day 
YATES I was noticing that during this time I m remmded that one the superintendent 
quits [William R ] Bill Anton 
ROOS Yes 
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So what role does that have over what s LEARN s role is and how things are 
working and functioning 9 

Well Bill Anton never really cared for this or embraced it The only reason he 
would come to the room m my opimon was because the head of the union was 
there and here she is with big time business guys and other opimon makers So 
he had to be there and paid a little bit of lip service 

Then he was followed by Sid Thompson and Sid s a wonderful man but 
he had very little energy for risk taking Then he was followed by Ruben 
Zacanas who had no real interest 

So m a way it made no difference who the superintendent was they were 
cut out of the same cloth They had worked their way up over thirty years to 
the top and they liked the top just the way it was They didn t want to rock any 
boats and you needed that 
You needed somebody to rock the boat 9 
You need to rock the boat yes 
So did it hinder what LEARN was able to do 9 

Well sure it did I mean we were limited by the lack of enthusiasm which 
was brought about by everybody looking for a signal at the top You re for it or 
against it I mean there would be contradictory signals When we were 
watching or more vigilant you d see a strong signal go out but then you just 
know that around the water cooler people were saying you know It 11 go 


away It 11 go away 
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YATES Vouchers Vouchers also 
ROOS Yes 

YATES I can t remember all the years It s come up obviously a number of times 
during that period 

ROOS That s right Twice anyway 

YATES LEARN did take a stance against vouchers 

ROOS Yes which was a very significant thing for an emerging orgamzation to do and 
that happened before we really had a plan together 
YATES OK That s what I was wondering 

ROOS But I said We aren t going to get a plan together if we can t go against this 
Neutrality is not going to work 

YATES So what did the organization do m terms of the voucher initiative 9 
ROOS We had a lot of discussion We had a lot of personal lobbying and we actually 
lost one member of the founding board Joe Ahbrandi who resigned 
YATES Because he thought LEARN should support vouchers 9 
ROOS Well he was a big supporter of it yes and it just was in conflict with his 
agenda 

YATES And why philosophically were you against vouchers 9 
ROOS Because I think it s a fraud First of all if vouchers were looked at as a pilot 
where we take the worst performing kids and give them a voucher I m for that 
because then it settles the argument If you can take some worst performers 
give them a voucher to go anywhere that they want to go and miraculously you 
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begin to see a turnaround I m going to say Let s widen the project 

But this basically was a signal to the remaining majority of kids that have 
mobility have parents that basically say Hey we can do better over here to 
flee and leave only the desperate and the helpless in the public schools and I 
say leave them because then you look at the math and the fact is that statewide 
it was calculated at the time of the first voucher argument there were only 
16 000 empty chairs in private schools in California Sixteen thousand and 
many of these are religious schools as much as I respect 
[End Tape 11 Side A] 

[Begin Tape 11 Side B] 

YATES You were talking about the type of work you 

ROOS What if you re a Jew and a thousand of those seats are m Catholic schools 7 

I m not so sure you want to go there What if you re a Turk and there are five 
hundred Armenian seats 7 I think it s just untenable when so many of the 
pnvate schools have a religious orientation and so that s what I believe the 
fraud is The fraud is is that it s only available to those that are fleet of foot 
and smart of mmd to understand this could be a great opportunity to go 
someplace that I really would like to go And the minute you make that 
selection the minute the first 16 000 make the selection you re through 
YATES So it sounds like there wasn t much dissention as you said in terms of thinking 
that vouchers that a voucher initiative was not something that one would 
support You had tlus one member you said that 
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ROOS Yes because it was presented as a magic bullet 

YATES So did the board make a decision you and the board make a decision to 
actively oppose the voucher system? 

ROOS Yes that s correct 

YATES And what did you do in terms of opposing it? 

ROOS Well I mean we spoke out and we allowed them to use our name 

YATES Made an official statement? 

ROOS Sure yes 

YATES One other thing I was reminded of how easily one forgets is and David 
Roberti s name came up was about the issue of breaking up the districts 

ROOS Yes 

YATES So just touch on that for a minute in terms of how much of a threat you really 
saw that a threat in terms of it actually happening I should say and the 
downside the positive side to splitting up the district 

ROOS Well the positive side is that the way that the school business mind works I m 
convinced it is command and control it is one size fits all and so the smaller 
the domain I think the better off the individual schools are in theory In 
practice all you re doing in my opinion is rearranging the deck chairs of a 
ship that s sinking fast because invariably what happens with some exception 
but not enough exception is let s say you break up the district I guarantee you 
the supenntendent over here is going to apply to be the superintendent of this 
newly formed district And if it s not him then it s going to be the 
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superintendent of Long Beach or the super And their mentality is pretty 
much inbred It s almost like the royal family m England I mean the 
bloodline is very very thin and they tend to all think There are some 
exceptions clearly 

And it s the same way with the junior administrators You will have the 
same people in place as you have in the big district it will just be smaller areas 
and it will be some different people but you have to change the culture that s 
my response You have to change the culture first and then you can do all 
kinds of thin gs m terms of reapportionment which I think becomes a good 
idea But you can t get to reapportionment m a thoughtful way that helps kids 
until you change the culture and the culture has to be that we can produce 
excellence And they have no idea how to do that 

I mean we had some schools m East L A that were just They were 

either cheating by getting the tests early or the teachers were given Or 
guess what 9 They were really changing And I think it was the latter Do you 
think this school district would say We want to go out and see if it s 
something m the water 9 Or whether they are cheating or Hey what are they 
doing 9 I mean it s like the Jaime Escalante story What s the first thing they 
did 9 He s cheating These kids can t score at this level And that is the 
culture of the LAUSD They 11 never admit it but that s everything that they 
do They say Hey these kids out here don t have high expectations 
YATES Well you leave LEARN m 99 right fall of 99 9 
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Yes actually I d given notice in time for them to hopefully not miss a step 
Again we re really obviously not doing justice to 
But I did leave m fall of 99 

But at least give it some kind of beginning and end At that point where do 
you think LEARN was at in terms of what it had been able to accomplish or not 
accomplish 9 

Yes I thought that we had accomplished a great deal We had certainly 
changed the language We had certainly changed over three hundred schools 
And we had changed an enthusiasm for the better that public school expenence 
could be different for professionals and students What we weren t able to do 
we just weren t able to really crack open that bureaucracy to where a leader 
would emerge as a counterpoint and take on the conventional way of doing 
things and that was just a clear failure and after eight and a half years I was 
personally tired because it is a toe to toe nose to nose job I mean you re in 
an argument with somebody every day increasingly people at the downtown 
area and I was ready to pass the torch to somebody who d come in and look at 
it fresh and say Hey we ought to go this way 
Maybe renewed energy 9 

Renewed energy and a renewed vigor for again looking at it in a different way 
and having a more creative take on Well here s an idea 

And then the most surprising thing of all happened in my opinion Here 
we are still successful we had editorials and newspaper accounts that were that 
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thick [gestures] only over an eight year It was really 
YATES Just for the record it s about four inches 

ROOS Yes Yes just really remarkable Everybody knew LEARN We had signs on 
the side of our schools everybody knew a LEARN school from a non LEARN 
school We were continuing to jab away at the district my having press 
conferences we d done an analysis or we d hired an objective third party to do 
an analysis and the kids in the LEARN schools were all doing better than the 
comparative non LEARN schools 

Then this board for some reason took like a year to hire my replacement 
and it really really stalled it coupled with the fact that Zacanas left An 
interim guy Ramon Cortmas came in who s a very talented refined man but 
also a central control guy He started eroding unilaterally a lot of the LEARN 
things He didn t adopt LEARN Then [Roy] Romer was ultimately hired and 
even though there are top lieutenants pushing him to decentralize I think 
LEARN you know there s still It s amazing but there s still people 
hanging on They still have the signs and they still walk the walk and talk the 
talk but it s only a shadow 

Now a lot of that I think for this record it s important to say not only 
would I have surmised but also what has been told and that is that my style 
was controversial and uncomfortable and it s particularly uncomfortable for a 
lot of the corporate people who like a certain comfort level And I think that 
they wanted one where you could sit down and talk this thing through and get a 
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result even though eight years had shown that we had a lot of conversation and 
we never made a breakthrough It s only when you organize public opinion 
it s only when you organize school communities to come down to the board 
it s only when you go directly to the board and say Well if you are not going 
to exercise your authority on this maybe inasmuch as this seat is available a 
year from now maybe another candidate s going to emerge who feels a little 
more strongly 

That s uncomfortable and I think that people over eight years really got a 
little Well I think that they tolerated it but I also think that the next 
chance they had to hire an executive it was going to be more below eye level 
You also used the word controversial 
Yes 

Expand on that a little bit because I think you explained uncomfortable but 
why the word controversial 7 

I didn t know I used that Susan I don t think that anything I don t think 
there was really anything controversial about LEARN I think the controversy 
was over the intransigence of this school district to seize upon somethmg that 
really had so many bright spots attached to it and it was a very bewildering 
thing which raises the temperament level or the intemperance level to where 
you do get into arguments and you try to make that party feel uncomfortable 
about sticking in the position that they re m 


By the way ironically that s the way I think the framers intended it and 
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right now that s what George Bush is feeling People are going to continue to 
attack and that attack is going to get louder and louder on his intransigence 
with respect to his policy And that s just the way change occurs in our society 
and in our culture 

YATES So you decided to leave after eight and a half years you said 
ROOS Yes 

YATES And what were you thinking you were going to do next 9 

ROOS Well Susan you are amazing No I mean you are 

YATES It s a pretty 

ROOS Do you think it 1 s 9 

YATES obvious question 9 

ROOS I don t think it s obvious 

YATES OK 

ROOS At all I don t think most people would do that I think they d ask it in a 
different way but it s funny that you do that because your thoughts about 
yourself are always different I suspect in thoughts that others have about you 
I was like waiting for some big orgamzation even though it s painful the 
number of big organizations that have disappeared in Los Angeles to hire me 
to be their semor VP in government relations or something of that ilk 
YATES Yes that would make sense with your experience 

ROOS With my experience and with the fact that the real corporate guys Bob Wycoff 
the head of ARCO Roy Anderson from Lockheed Phil Williams I mean we 
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had not only true friendships I think that they felt that I was a very acceptable 
guy to move in a variety of areas Nobody ever approached me I got 
approached to head the United Way It was more of the same It was more of 
what I d already done with arguably LEARN being far more exciting than the 
United Way would be not to put down the United Way And the Chamber of 
Commerce those lands of things And it just wasn t what I was interested in 
doing 

So it s funny how you have a notion of what you d want to do and what 
your skill level is and if that s squeezed down guess what 9 The big risk looks 
you m the face I m going to do what I want to do which means that I have to 
do it by myself and start from nothing or I m going to stay where lam or I m 
going to now go out and make it known that I really want to be here or there 
and face at fifty something the possibility of somebody saying without saying 
it You re too old or you know all of that rejection 

So I decided that tins was the best way to eliminate rejection and to 
maximize resource accumulation assuming I could get the first 
I was going to say you have to accumulate 
Yes exactly You have to have a client 
So you started your own company 
Yes Yes I did 

And has it turned out the way 9 Just to be very broad has it turned out to fit 


what you think you wanted to do 9 
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Perfectly Perfectly I enjoy it It s the same skill set it s doing what I ve been 
doing since 1970 actually before then but most of my professional life and it 
gives me the It gives you a lot of flexibility in terms of day to day It 
doesn t give you a lot of flexibility if I decided to say Oh I m going to go to 
Paris for two weeks That s hard as a sole proprietor because the client 
interest never stops and all of a sudden an emergency may come up while 
you re there and it just makes the vacation a little less enjoyable and you bite 
your fingernails even though there are telephones back but it s tough But it s 
been real good It s been everything and maybe a little bit more 

I m president of the Rec and Parks Commission and that s a great 
volunteer opportunity to keep involved m the lifeblood of the city I m co 
chairman of the [Los Angeles] Children s Museum So you re able to have 
your activities on matters you care about 
Well we re running out of time unfortunately 
It is unfortunate 

You ve devoted a lot of time and I appreciate it And if there s anything we 
haven t touched on or you feel like needs to be expanded upon when you see 
the transcript we can always insert it We put a notation indicating that we 
added it after the interview 

So anything else just briefly that you can think of 7 
No it s been great It really has been a wonderful experience from my point of 
view because your questions are sometimes stunning in terms of the precision 
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for eliciting an old memory or a thought and trying to be in touch with those 
particular moments 

YATES Right because it s been a little while and for anybody you know the hope is 
that we get you to tell the story not just brief answers obviously 
ROOS Right 

YATES OK Thank you very much 
ROOS Thanks 
[End Tape 11 Side B] 



